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Encl: (1) CVG-5 conf ltr ser 059-50 dtd 2 August 1950, Report of 
Operations 16 July to 31 July 19 50^- 

(2) Intelligence sum: r.ry for period of 16 - 31 July, 1950 f 

(3) Tabulated Data 

NARRATIVE 



1, On 16 July 1950, the VALLEY FOP.GE, with Air Group FIVE embarked, 
left Buckner Bay, Okinawa, sortiod with elements' of the SEVENTH 
Fleet, and proceeded for the sea of Japan to support united statos 
Forces in Sr>uth Korea in accordance with commander SEVETTiTII Fleet 
Secret OpOrdor 10-50, At dawn on 18 July after arriving 60 mi lee 
off tho coast of Eoroa, northeast of pohang, Target Combat Air patrol 
and Air Group support Missions wore launched to support the amphi- 
bious landing of the First Cavalry Division at pohang. In as muoh 
as no targets woro a 1 railablo, tho support group returned to tho ship 
after jettisoning their loads at sea, Howovor, Target Combat Air 
Patrol was provided over the Pohang area until dusk. Two group 
strikos wero thon launchod against targets in the wonson area. On 
the morning of the 19th tho air group was again launchod at dawn to 
striko North Korean targots. Only propeller aircraft woro launched 
for tho aftornoon striko* A four-plane soafiro Combat Air patrol 
and two-piano Firofly Anti-submarino patrol by tho H.M.S. TRITJIIPH 
augmontod by ono ADW typo from tho VALLEY FORGE was maintained 
throughout t&o daylight hours of the 18th and 19th, Upon completion 
of flight operations, Typhoon Bill Condition I was sot as diroctod 
by Commandor SEVENTH Fleet, After sotting condition I, tho Task 
Force cruised in tho soa of Japan until tho aftornoon of the 20th 
at which timo a southward oourso was takon to pass through Tsushima 
Strait in ordor to taka position for strikes on tho wast coast of 
Koroa, Typhoon Condition I was socurcd during luto afternoon of tho 
21st and proparationa woro i:iado for operations on tho 22nd, At dawn 
on tho 22nd the Air Group was launched, the ADs and F4Us as closo 
air support for tho ground forces in South Korea and the jots for 
targots North of Seoul, Tho propcllor aircraft woro unable to con- 
tact tho closo air support controllers on the prescribed channels 
and attackod socondary targots in tho Seoul area. Horning and after* 
noon strikos woro launchod with the task forco staying in an area 
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approximately 100 miles wost of tho Korean coast. A fcur-plano 
F4IT Combat Air patrol plus an Ant i-submarinc patrol consisting of 
ono ADW typo aircreft and crno AD as investigator uae naintainod 
throughout tho day. Aftor rocovery of tho aftornocn strike group 
about 17")0, tho task forco headod southward to rendezvous with the 
NAVASOTA for tho purposo of rcfuoling aviation gasoline and fuel 
oil. Tho rondozveus with tho NAVASOTA was offoctod about 1100, 
30 nilos northoast of Danjo-ounto, on the 23rd, Upon complotion 
of refueling operations, the tesk force hoaded for tho port of 
Sasebo, Japan, to roarm from tho U.3.S. GRAINGER, arriving at Sasobo 
at 0900 on tho 24th# Aftor partially roaming, tho task force loft 
Sasobo about 2400 on the 24th in aocor^nco with Commander SEV2HTH 
Plcot socrot OpOrdor 11-50 and proceeded to a position about 30 
miles southeast of pohang, Eoroa, where close air support missions 
woro launchod tho 25th and £6th. Due to ozpectad dot oriora t i on in 
woathor conditions on the oast coast of Korea, the task forco spont 
tho 27th refuoling from tho NAVASOTA ai-d enrouto to tho wost coast 
whoro closo air support missions wore launched f rem a position 
approximately 40 nilca off the coast on tho 28th and 29th. Tho 
TRIUMPH again furnishod Conbat Air patrol and Ant i-subnorino patrol 
for tho poriod 25 through 29 July augnontod by ono AW typo aircraft 
from tho VALLEY FORGE. Tho task forco doportcd on tho evening of 
the 29th foi- Buckncr Bay, Okinawa., to replenish and roam. Enrouto, 
tho task forco rofucled fron tho NAVASOTA on the 30th and conduct od 
AA firing at sloovos towed by JD typo aircraft furnishod by urr.ON 7 
dotachnont basod at Kadona, Okinawa, on the doming of tho 31st, 
Tho task forco arrived at Bucknor Bayj Okinawa, about 1500 tho 31st 
of July. 

2. Common t a and rocomnondatiens : 
A* NAVAL OPERATIONS 



(1) During tho first of tho period, strikes woro con- 
ductod by launching a 32 propeller piano strike first, then a 12 
piano jet swoop followed by another 12 pinna jet swo.p, 30 ninutcs 
later. V/hon launching this typo of dock lend, 26 jots woro spotted 
on tho aftor end of the flight dock with tho propeller pianos in 
front. After the propollor planes were launched, £ jots were spot- 
ted on tho catapults, 2 jets roady to taxi on the cc ta pult 3 , and 
anothor 2 jots staggered off the center lino diro ctiy^b ohind. The 
ronaining six jets of tho flight were spotted at a 45° anglo^along 
tho port sido aft of No, 2 elevator, Tho spares wore spotted on 



1. Air 



a, shipboard Piano Handling, 




CV45/ii4-3 
Sorial : 



DECLASSIFIED 



the starboard side aft of the island structuro. This mo the d of 
spotting enabled tho Jets to turn up for pro-flight chock prior 
to spotting on tho catapults, y/hen taxiing out tho six pianos on 
the port sido, tho after plane was taxied out first in ardor to 
reduce blast on personnel , Tha second Jet swoop wa e brought up 
to tho catapult in tho samo nannor, 

During the lattur pert of tho period, strikes consisted of a 
12 to 16 propollor pic no strike, then an 8 plane Jot sweep, l^r hours 
later, followed by a 12 to 16 propollor plane strike 3 hours nftor 
tho first propollor launch. The first Jot sweep end tho first pro- 
pollor striko were landed after tho second propeller strike was 
launchod. Tho second Jot sweep was launched l|r hours oftor the 
second propollor strike. This type of schodulo was cont inuod through 
out the day* 

In sotting up for tho first lnunch of the next day, 8 Jet planes 
for the socond swoop woro spotted en tho after ond of the flight dock 
with all availablo propollor pianos in front. This typo of spot 
afforded room in the hangar for aircraft maintenance during tho night 
After launching tho first propollor strike, 10 Jets wore brought up 
from the hangar for the first jot swoop and spotted on tho catapult 
in tho some monnor as nontionod abovo, After tho Jot launch, tho 
2 sparos, if available^ wore spotted on the cntfpult and additional 
jets wcro brought up from tho hangar to maintain a 4 pinna condition 
10 Jot CAP» The Condition 10 Jot CAP was brokon 20 minutes prior to 
tho next propollor launch whi eh wa s followed by la no. ing tho f ira t 
Jet swoop and tho first propollor strike. As the propeller planes 
landod, they woro spotted forward with thoir wings sprosd. This 
facilitated tho loading of rockets, 100 lb, bombs, and 30mi ammuni- 
tion whilo othor pianos woro landing, and during rcspot. It was 
f olt that tho latter schodulo was much or3ior to a cccnplish from tho 
standpoint of ship-board handling and ordnance because of the fewer 
number of pianos to handle at one t imo and tlio loading of ordnance 
with the wings in tho sprood position. 

(2) Tho mothod of towing tho F9F backwards vrith tho 
modifiod standard tow bar, discussed in. previous phnso reports, has 
proven to be very satisfactory, 

b. Tactics, 

(1) Because of the high fuel consumption of jot nlrcnaft 
thoir inability to carry external ammunition, and lock of enemy air 
opposition, thoir cmploymont was kopt to a minimum, when launched, 
they wore in groups of oight to scorch for tagots of opportunity. 
Support missions usually consisted of approximately half of tho 
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available propollcr aircraft, 8 F4TJs and 8 ADs launched at 3 hour 
intervals. It was necossary to use the available night oonf iguratod 
F4U5s and ADs in order to provide a naximun number of eircrsft in 
tho support aroa. The most practical close support loeci for the 
ADs was l-500# Gp, l-220# fragmentation bomb and 1 Napalm bomb plus 
a maiinum number of HVAEs or 100# GP, The F4TJS carried o 500# bomb 
or Napalm and maximum HVARs cr 100# GP. All aircraft ccrriod a maxi- 
mum loads of 20mm ammunition at a ratio of 1 he I, 1 AP, and 1 incon- 
diary. The ADs woro loadod with 2000# GP and 1000# &p on occasions 
whon specific targets called for thoso typos of oxplosivcs, 

c, Ordnanco, 

(1) In order to save valuable time during operations an 
assembly lino is sot up on the hnngor dock and all HVAR lug bands 
aro spaced properly as thoy sro landed aboard from tho ammunition 
ship. 
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B. LOGISTICS 

1» Aviation Supply, 

tics, i..^™^^ noJnnl 1 n' ^ *° ™* ^dlin, pop _ 
i- « continue pr^l^^Sr"o??c;t ""J.^ 09 * k«oh 
AOGs, Requisitions for ito-s ir fh^J ™ ? ? inS oxcrtc ^ to pravont 
despatch to COHFAIH Alanodn**" n supply hsvo boon forv/arded by 

*r JUr Mail. infornftJon Q v,i? ^blo^ii ^T* ^ ^ >^ rocoiJod 
shipped by air or surf J ?I ^ indicates the balance is being 

transfer to the "m^JL ^JSc* ^T™ *% COI ^HOW 3 for further :' 
cal items. outlet is good for replacement cf criti- 
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C. PERSONNEL 

(1) ship's porsonnol, other than air department, woro on 
Condition 3 watches continuously from 120R, 16 July to 1400, 31 
July, excopt for a poriod of 15 hours while at Seaobo» /sir Dopart- 
mont porsonnol woro at Flight Quarters {condition 1) 44 porcent 
of the tine, and at condition 3 tho rcnalndor of tho time, ordnanco 
crows for bolting ammunition, aascribllng rockets, brooking out, and 
arming aircraft woro required to oporoto in shifts around the clock. 

In splto of the above conditions, all porsonnol appoarc d alert, 
though obviously qulto tlrod by tho ond of the 13 day period. No 
dock handling accidents resulted fron porsonnol fotiguo, and almost ■■ 
all st rllios woro ro-armo d on t ino , t he ugh at tho ond of tho period 
a maximum effort was roquirod to nc ot tho launching s chciulo * 



\ 
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Tho. support "sorties ""Xaunchea'.-at ^a^ ".were- recalled vac:: 
^ in ? bv J? Us: ".f 10 °Wy. opposition wSulcL ;bo. encountered 
sSrScs^ffaScSdf & ' ^^ ^ ^^,5 def^ve 

.'• -^t ,1130,. the "first-cc^at;^ i rn:^.^ " 

vm^Tf «nJ5f -S ^^ ' ^ ^o^r aviuiens of jots ' . ' 

r*^ S^^** 1 ^ ts ™?P* up tiio coast to Wa:U {ixrc t;;oy ' 
nadq setting runs on a lion^r and - possiM'c ac-.tfi.- co;^t J E . - " 

- ?£? %f n ?%^J° t S0 ^V^^;stea^-r. line of -■,^ S ,-oii: a Ufa- / 
boxcars, ,,i,o aaU^ir«r^.t. ^/cuo^imto^a'*- .- 
At Pyongyang-, /'t&e^g^tfp "■f'btod 'two tfiws of sii-r-i -~r - ~-inr ' 

...bat ■obB€nrins : lii.ts or. nany of ."tiie.plcr.ee. ? 0f tet?I % I? ? - 
■-.jnony - aircraft ofcsox*o4-.o£ .tiio ,£roofe- So^'S- V " 

: of ^ti!rLSp?t?'' . a ' lali itfas f ^ ^re/t^c aaly. ^Sd^; 

rinl c ^fVV f ^c^: on t;^ acois of the first 

,,QeoountG.cl for- 3-5-ioro planes . f.cstr jy'cC or" prc^-vw £~ strong v ' : 
6-S -aoaasoa. .i* antl -aircraft to^n^ 

l^^? f ch as railroad, trtio^c, c.id wvorof lines. 
g-ng uakm £ ta.oir first cttacJ: at ICadso^;;' rail yards. B.oib " . 



2-X 



hits toro up track, and subsequent s iraf ids £ tins '"set fire to 
a group of 3 tank cars, 2 Mies south of fe^&oriVjj' m\& to a lone 
car further down the track. On 'the afternoon stride , the grouri 
of cars were aeon at ill burning. It on there, thbSf followed 
the tracks to tho northeast to Hwachon-ni ( 3£°-50nl 12?°-50»2) 
where ETS HABRIS inade a direct hit on a RR bridge with a 1000^ 
bomb. Three other pilots verify the report that ono stinn was 
ccopletely destroyed* 

The division north of the RR tracks hit the yards at Eosong 
with 1 100CV bomb, continued north up the coast to Kojo whore 
they turned inland. The division leader reported 2-3 rocket 
hits on a snail bridge at 39°-45 t IJ 127°-36*E, Hear Hooyang 
(33 -45 'IJ-127-40 f E) rockets set fire to an electric power sub 
plant. Tito explosions were observed and thought to be nabala 
hits until the division leader observed that no napala had 
boon dropped. With Corsairs, the field at pyongtfunr: was then 
strafed, and eight Yak's were left burning on the field. 

Tho third division hit -in and around Pycnggang, dropping 
a power line with rockets, just north of the ci-j . In the 
sane vicinity a napalm hit set fire to a stf i^ of 2 or 3 
coal cars, which wore burning on ratircnent. Ho anti-aircraft 
was encountered at any of the targets. 

Tv:o divisions of Corsairs accompanied ADs into the targets 
as fighor -bombers. The planes with the northern division of 
ADs strafed ICojo with rockets and 20ma" sotting fire to u 
repair shop and damaging 2 locomotives. A t j^yong^un- they 
observed S planes burning, so strafed the hangars^with .the 
rest of their rockets, possible firos being started* 

The other division of Corsairs strafed a railroad bridge 
at Kuasong with rockets, but results were unknown. At Hocyarg, 
they strafed tho power sub-station getting hits with rockets/ 
At Yang Yang pilots strafed and damaged cars and tracks in a 
RR siding. 

At 1700; after quickly rearming with napalm, 1000-;/, and 
500# bombs, the ADs and Corsairs took of f" on a strike against ; ' 
the oil refinery at Vfonsan. On the way up, one division of 
ADs made a run on the car barn at Kcsong' with rockets. " One 
salvo with smoko rackets made the target appear burning, but 
on the return trip pilots all v orif iod results as just 'damaged. 

At the target, one division of Corsairs pushed over first, 
making a run with rockets and starting small fires in the 
refinery area. They were followed by tho ADs who dropped 
TnnH thlns they haa > osoopt for 1 plane who failed to" drop his 
100 7 - r bomb at the target. The first division, firing rockets 
on tho way down, made 1 direct hit v/ith a 500-/ bcib ir the 
building area on the eastern side of the refinery. The la«t 
of the two firing all their rockets into the target area. After 
their pullout sir. more Corsairs followed with rockets. These 
pilots verified reports of nony explosions and fierce fires 
in the target area. _ ^ ENCLOSURE (2) 



On', retirements 3'trikc ^ronn headed solS fio;m tiic 
coast, Idoklhg for toiling stock ana other target of opwor- 
t unity to strafe. The AD with the nunc 1000;/ boob nadc^a run on 
a vessel (about 100»-150-») which was headed south, His baab 
exploded just forward of the ship, enveloping the vessel in 
water, Frori reports of other pilots and a photograph, the 
ship was dead in the water and probably heavily damaged, evaluat- 
ed as a probable .sinking. At Kojo, a small craft was strafca. 
and donated.. Further south, the damaged car bora was stroked 
again by ADs and Corsairs vdth bursts fron 20uu sheila the cnX$' 
observed^ daxiagc . Hero, they loft the coast to return to the 
ship. The only anti-aircraft encountered was soiio 20nri and' 4Gfctfi ' 
fron a gunboat in the harbor at Y/orisan, She was Y/orkod over 
by a few F4Us with unobserved results," No enayy aircraft wore 
encountered at any tjUic during the day. 



ACTION 7SP0RT 19 JULY 

In a pre-dawn launch, Air Group FIVE sent 13 ADs,- 19F4Ua . 
and 24 F9Fs against the chooy farther north. The prinary 
t argot for attack and f ichto-r-bonbors was the Bongun Cheaical 
Plant at Eanhung, with secondary importance given the Sogcn 
RR bridge. The jet sweeps wore launched against Yonrjo, Son- 
dolt, and Kankc west^nirf iolds. 

Finding no pianos at Kanho West, the sweep wont on to Yonpo 
and Soldok. At the former, pilots saw up to* 12 "aircraft on 
the field, and at the latter, "they saw up to 15. The Planes 
wore typed as Yaks and IL-lOs. In 20-25 concentrated i--s en 
the two fields, flying in a figure eight froa one field to 
tiie other, the two sweeps left 13 planes burning on the two 
fields, 7 at Sondok, 6 at Yonpo. 5-6 others wore estimated 
as damaged, for though no firo occurred, so:.ie hits were ob- 
served. Ten runs wore nade on the hangars , which were damag- 
ed but not burned. Retiring to the east and north, the fliers 
nade runs on 4 oragc tanks at the tip 'of the breakwater in 
Hungnan. Pour were destroyed by. fire, and four iiorc donated 
as a result of strafing runs. North of the pier, a T)owcr"sub 
station was also strafed, sustaining sono damage. 

Uith the ADs, weather sooned to be the worst on cay, for the 
target was obsourod by "a combination industrial snog and clouds. 
Coverage was given as .3 by pilots of all divisions, However, 
the flight pushed over on a plant with 4 tall' chimneys, believ- 
ed to bo the primary target. Six 2000$ b cribs, six 1000$ baribs, 
and 4 HVARs were union dod into this target, but although hits 
were sxsen, poor visibility obscured a proper evaluation of re- 
sults. After this run, they retired 'to the south, where t^ev 
found another factory at I Ainpyong-ni . Firing 'what rocket sVere 
still left from the first run and 20nm machine guns, 'they strafed 
the factory, observing a hit near the base of a 1 one, -toll stack 
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with one rocket I ^risibility once again .obscured evaluation of 
results* Fduir gun- boats af Vjansan drav - attention by firing - AA '' 
at the planes 'near the town. One. snail boat was underway and 
headed out the nouth of the bay, two wore larger craft - ia. the 
process of .getting underway near the cent ox- of the bay, and 1 
small boat was anchored near the south aide of the' Tsoy. The throe 
still in the bay. threw up a fair barrage of 2Qog aacl 4Cao, but 
knocked down no ADs. Once plane was hit in the radonc under 
tiio port wine, but that was the only daaa^c; All 12 AD 3 strafed 
tno three Gunboats in the harbor thoroughly, silc&ciAC tac cu;ia • 
on one of then. The only- anti-aircraft encountered was frar; ' 
craft in VJonsan Harbor. 

Throe divisions of Corsairs followed the- AI)3 into the target # 
dropping their napala and 500£ boribs into the 3hnc oxoa 

that the ADs hit. One pilot observed a hole in the roof of a 
lone building in the area. At llmipyonG-ni saac planes still 
had napalxi and tonbs so t,:cy hit the factory after the boob ore, 
noting saokG at the base of the stack and snail fires in the ■ 
buildings. Tho Gunboats also drew the 12 Corsairs, so they 
thoroughly strafed than wjth reelects and 20iia. LTJCr JJUTCIEfs 
Fl+U received flak dona go in tJio oil cooler or oil lino on his 
first pass, so that his one in c bc^an to Si'ioko on pull out. 
Heading back 'for the ship, he was forced to ditch at amroxinat- 
oly 39 -02'IT, 128°-54'3, A CAP was naintainod over hir.i' until 
tho Soa Ottor fron the TRIUII2H landed and picked hin up, Tho 
pilot was unhurt • The other division of Corsairs diverted, 
hitting sonc tanks in the city of Kundjaoa, which we:-:-o riist.akon 
for' the cheriical plant. Hero they dropped 3 napaln and 1 500,;': 
G-.P. on tho tanks observing direct hits, no fire. One bonb'hit 
a lone building, and the explosion w\3 observed. At ' Y/onsar., a 
third run was nafic on a building' at the oil refinery. The re- 
finery, hit yesterday by sorties', was still barninc. furiously 
with a colun of , snokc rising to 5000 foot. Anti-aircraft fire • 
fron .30 or .50 caliber was observed in HY7 "Jon son. 

Two nicht " fighters and a nicht AD 'wnot after rolling stock 
up the coast. Five nilcs south of Chan.-jon, two locomotives 
exploded fron 20m fire. Throe nilcs south of V/busac, a third' 
loconotivo was exploded and three oil tank cars were sot 'afire.' 
At Hupkok one final loconotivo was soon to explode stoar.i. Also 
at Chonnjin, the planes burned 2 norc oil cars and strafed and 
danacod a truck. 

The photo plane and his escort found targets ia the area 
also; They observed 6 aircraft burninc a t Sondok, 2 at Yonpo. 
Then, at HanhunG they . strafed a loconotivo and observed -a" 
stream of water issue fron one of the holes in the boiler. At 
Kowan just north of the tv/on, 8 loebnotives were waiting in 
the yard* The escort want down and stoari • exploded .throe of 
then. Ho anti-aircraft was encountered.^ 
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•la ihc^aftGrhOQnjf.i;* ADs; ,ld ^AOfei^^^''^-^'^^^'-^. --v V/: 
off .en Btrikts; and zi photo nisaion nca'ins't > tho"''' oiictfy. irin-^ 
cry tarcct fqr tho-ADa was . Kot ;oc PJ1 brtdt.b, but the weather 
over. Korea was. go "bad that they diverted -to .a snail' brid&c 
nilcs west, of l/onsan. Tho Ground was completely - overcast -" v .. 
except for -two thin ■shots'., "one- just .so^th^^^ 
' other just' off Huncnan. ; : An' but -..tlt^^lpil.c</:jrb.ppca- their T V ; , 
' boata at the snail brid/ o, where, two near. idsscs ..with -1Q0Q£ 
baribs wore nadev Fron thcrb, they flew to Sondok airfield wli-rc 
they saw 9 intact aircraft on' the south side of the field, 
staccarcd. Also on "the field, tab rcnains of TUQrc balnea w 
pianos wore sighted , ; V On retirement, they loft 3 nnrc barnint, 
end 2' others snokinc* One of the two; planes , /with htinc 1000^ 
boobs, dropped his torib.on a hangar- at Sondok, while the ether .. 
piano dropped his on an tmi dent if icd croup of building JLv tHo 
Southeast corner f Htmcnan* The flight loader reported white 
; bursts of anti-aircraft . thxou&h -'the overcast at 10 t 000 1 with " 
about the sane- accuracy as vil.cn. the oncny could see the uircrr.ft* 
This .accuracy would suecest scno kind of control for : the cuns, 
though not G°od» '. .v.-'.. , ■■ 

The Corsairs alncd their strikes at liOncjaa/i, -where a'sapp-. 
' os cd natural cas. plant was assuriod to;- bo«". .. Droppinc • J> 0,1, t ; ■ ; 
4 napalr:, ; and firing 6.,H\TAKs/ the' pilots produced only quick ^ - :A 
cxtincuishins of the- napalri jelly, and the pilots wore not 
satisfied -with the estimate of the target* The roova3 of 
buildinc in the area were- reported as rusty and lit tlo usod. 
Flyinc .'north, they followed -the railroad, to Honcvran, . Tjhore 
- they strafed the railyard, exploding 5 laconatives. and- danac- • •• , 
ing 3, Installations in the yard wore strafed vlitl*-- results 
unknown. Ko anti-aircraft was encountered, 

Th o photo planb and his escort f la? v^itain 50 alios of- tho 
Ifcjachurlan border, report lne tiiat T ,thc track was open all the - 
way Tfon the. fcSrfior. .to ranmtnc« Iw.. tunnel! wore aana^cd.- . 

At Sinchang one part of the -'tunnel was boin^ repaired^ although 
the other part was open for traffic ♦ At 4ioncj in 3 lo.rce 
factories v/crc la oporation with 8 trains observed shuttli.::c ; 
in or near then. , Th e tracks fomorly ..believed to cut across 
the jut of land froiu Sons j in north to Odaoj in wore observed to, 
follov/ tho coast lino.. At Chan o { 40-10 »IT - 129-4CL) 1 
locomotive was exploded. At Tanehnr. {40-27N-129-002) 2 
noro v/orc exploded by the escort, farther north a lent loco- :: 
notivc was tisplodod just before .entering : a tunacl at v Son-'ho- . ;.. 
done (41-05N 129-442). Stoaii. oanc Tron both entrances to: A 
the tunnel. At Sinchonc a 100* barce was left burning. 
Another siaallor bare© was . ; strafed • at Son^jiiu • : -i7o onei'^ air* . V- 
craft or anti-aircraft were , scon or encountered, 
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The attack planes, unable t contact TAG, and usable to sec 
Seoul "because of weather, flew to rack'Chon where two divisions 
boribod tho'RR bridco, tar.act 69. Droprsina their IOOO7 and 
500}? bonbs, they destroyed th;, bridcy/loaviao. it bent and 
twisted, with a span in tJic center saccinc. Hietos qoufifn 
tiiis report, The ' approaches also received direct lilts with 
bonbs and rockets. A'factory at Hacju was subsequently strafed 
with, rockets 'and 2Qr.m, sustainin;: unknown danaco. 

The tiiird division of ADs nit another conbinntion HR and 
vehicular bridge 3| nilcs northwest of Tosonr-ni, VJlth 2 dir- 
ect hits, 1 1000;;' and 1 500^ a eoaplctc span on the vehicle 
side dropped* ^jeeos show a complete section nissi;i;v: near 
the east end of the bridco* Danaacnust also have been in- 
flicted upon the adjacent BR tracks, Five nilcs north of the" 
bridge, an amy truck was left burning by the division louden. 
Near Baoju in a railyard alro.dy burned out, a 12 car train 
lost its loo creative with a stean explosion, Mao in the yards, 
a string of 100;/ bonbs put one into the roundhouse, with a 
lar^o hole observed in the roof. One pilot strafed a power 
station, near Hue juhobscrvi.ac, a inrao white flash as if a trans- 
ferror had shorten, tTo anti-aircraf t was encountered. 

One ("division of Corsairs cc-u3A- not find an epenina in the 
overcast at any point so jottisiencd their 'rocket a and bonbs 
at. sea on the return to the ship. However, the other aroup 
of J4 T ds wont into the brid- e at lackchon with the two divi- 
sions of Skyraidors making the hits with $00# bonbs in the 
approaches to the highway bridge* Their observations acrecd 
with those of the returning bonbor pilots. Then, novinr; north, 
throe power stations were hit and left, snokinc. Fires in the 
transformers aro ' believed ' to have been ignited. These targets 
were at Tackchon, Kuuckon, and nanckonjon, Ine-tos oonfirn 
those donates* They also saw the burning train and reported 
about 6 cars burn in;; furiously, Idiot os show 10-12 burninr;, 
and the possibility of the fires spreading is very pronounced, 
Li^ht bursts of anti-aircraft wore seen be two on Packehon and ■ 
T ( oson>p-ni, believed to have cone from slit trenches on the 
hill overlookinc the combination bridge ->\ nilcs northeast 
of T?03XLC-ni, v 

The photo planes and their escorts were with the ADs and 
F4Us throughout the. strike, .and their pictures ;aivo excellent 
confirmation of all danaao inflicted. 

Shortly after 1115 the second strikes of offensive AD 
and F4U sorties were launched undor continuing bad weather 
conditions, Following; shortly wore 18 Jet sorties. Defensive 
sorties "of CAr and AS? were continued over the force throned- nut 
the day. 

It was a^ain founod impossible to contact the TAG, and strike 
Croups 'proceeded, to target areas with lines of co.Lnaun.icnt ion 
trains, trucks, bridges and tunnels as primary tarccte. 
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Principal 4 tercet areas were cent brod around the YOriATT-TOSONG- 
III-IO'^SQrJG-SiGIIAR areas, • Two railyai'ds. wcro strafed with one 
leconotive fiostrcyGcl, several previously d'ana^ccl one a furthor 
shot up arid, various agal and bo:c cars strafed. Two tank oars 
wcro holed wltu tOaa T?iit refused to burn. The train c arryinc 
fuel and araaunition set afire in "the nomine was renin attacked 
and one noro section sot blazinc. 

Six tunnels wore attacked by ski-bonblnc and rockets. Ho 

appreciable danaeo is cstinatod except in one case whore £00;"- 

bonbs exploding inside caused llano to shoot out one end and de- 
bris to shoot out the other* 

One caiLOUflacod loconotivo was discovered under uottinc by 
a tunnel nouth and exploded. One train and one loooaotiTo in 
tunnels were attacked by bonbs, rockets and strafing with no 
- visible results. 

Two tracks v/cro burned - ono on a bridge, Laid one additional 
track, apparently carrying annunition ~vas strafed and disinto- 
Grated in a violent explosion. Two RR bridecs were boabed with 
hits on approaches result inr. in don^o to rails and tics. 

A bdrncd-out power station iron the noruin,- .; 1 s attack was hit 
by 20rar, and the one roriaininc transforncr was burned out* An un- 
aaiiaciod powor station was hit with two-thirds of the transf ornors 
set afiro, 

Uhilo strafinc a truok at about 37°^55 *Ef- 125°-30»s near 
MGHrGNG-KTIj Ensign Donald E. Stcvons, VA-55, failed to "pull 
out of his dive and his AD was seen to c rash and csplodG," 

' Lt{ j&) R. (n) Holder or, YF-52 crashed into the sea during 
a catapult shot at 1215 duo to apparent power failure of his" - 
F9F-3. He was picked up by helicopter and suffered no injuries. 

One croup of nets headed for KHJPO airfield, 10 alios *wcst 
of SEOUL in the hopes of surprisinc planes on the ground. Several 
financed planes v/oro observed" on the field and .five ^"%o ton others 
bclioved to bo heavily ocnoufloGofi or dan;. lies v/cro observed by 
ona pilot. Hangars, barracks areas and AA positions wore strafed, 

Tlio no3t spectacular donate occurred at B T C.tjOIT, Attacked bv 
.first ono croup of S*9Fs and than by the other, seven hu.ee oil 
storacc tanks and two snail once were destroyed by burning. Fires 
started by 20nn anaunition blazed fiercely with, towcrinc flanos 
and black snoko extending thousands of foot into tiio clone! 3," 
Lcakinc oil caught firo and fiance! throughout the vicinity, riioto- 
Craphs confifn the destruction of this principal oil storV-o 
installation. 

Two loconotivos wGrc knocked out - nd snail fires were start or 
in a possible snail refinery in B7CH0H. Tho oil stoarco facilities 
at EJCHOH naval base wore strafed but no visible drxva ; oo resulted 
although this installation appeared to have been previously c'anacod. 

2-8 "iiCLO-JUA:. (2) 30 
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In no 3 1 arc-as AA mis' d&Scnti H^irfe or Aca^cr* At EEiH) 
airfield^ nowovctfj the. .uost intense AA yet cxaoriccocti in Xorcr. 
was encountered. AlthdUfJi ^ rblntivoiy li t -2it in caliber (csti- 
natccl aostly 20rm to .itaiji J tl:c fire was intense aiC accurate. 
,it least tv/o "jot aiferctft sufforcC ainox AA acmaea. 

TUroacitout the- aost successful operations of tlic any*c 
strikes, photographic pianos of I.l'iG-12 provider excellent . 
co-jcracc. Fo indications of onony radar were ^served bv PUIS1T 
riaiies* 
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ACTION SUI&iiBY, 25 JULY 1950 



••••With, the mission of Stopping ■:■ the advance^ of ilortli Korean exoon^ . 
forces in tho ; critical- southwestern sector of Korpa, carrier planes, 
arrival 'over 1 l^noiay^territorsr begiiiuiin^ : t^,,mpfii^g-pf 25 July. .- ■;■ .-.„< 
Relying ; ut)on aircraft from HftS TRMIHI to furnish tho fculx of OA? ■ • 
and other* defensive missions, 19 offensive sorties ana one' ilcf onsive 
sortio loft tho dock; of the PORGE beginning : ^ 0800. ■ The re- 

latively lata launch v/as duo i6Tthx» > :Jjial3 : iiityv;.(tf\.^0:-'9[U;ips.-,tO' -rr-ivp 
at tho 'launohing point earlier, Tho force whs reamed la port pa-; ; 
24 July v/ith rearming completed in lcs-s-.thaft/ eight hours aftor the ; 
first load oanc aboard tho TJSS V.lIISY FORGE. lor perhaps the first', 
time in history, rockets and boribs dolivorcd from u rooming", sliip 
alongside a carrier vont directly to rail3 and racks of -raiting . 
aircraft , As a matter of ' ihtarest , the first offensive sortie, ms -< ; 
launched considerably loss than' tv.enty^f oiir hours after the plann- ; ' 
ing for the operation had begun, ■ - ■ :- : \y- 

Eleven F4U Corsairs and eight AD Skyraificrs comprised the first 
offensive striking pianos under a special shcodulc which envisaged 
having oorri or aircraft over the target area continously through- '■• 
out tho day. The target area assigned was designated as a "f roo 
navy opportunity area" since facilities on tho ground for close . 
troop support ; <vroro not jaAd« available to navy ' planes.' prlneipal 
targots v/erc enemy troops, armor and vehicles', rolling stebk, barge 
traffic and linos of communication, . : 

" At 0945 eight F9F Pcjithors wore launched to sweep tAo target 
area. One plane suffered mechanical difficulties, so only seven - m 
jets made offensive sortiea* v ■ ■.' - 

Returning- pilots 'reported "little evidence of any oncsiy ^advance '■ 
to stop. The only troops reported "v;oro twenty , to twenty-f ive on % 
bridge Mdv/ay betweon Songjong-ni and Pochon-ni, about 35-151^ 
126-251. Strafing apparently killod- si;r to tea. Host poo-tic sight r 
ed irere in groups- of- five to -ton" worldji6'^4n;,f iol-fe^ahd- v«3TO-;C-qgj--... ;• 
posed of- men, wcoon and children, feioy. usually ignored planes 
overhead, not even looking up. Several: groups of fifteen to twenty 
people drossed in v/hlto woro sighted. Tho first, group v/as strafed ■. 
by one TJlono. in accordance with information roc eivcS i^om the Aray : , 
that groups of moro than oight to tpii people v.-ore to fcc -considered 
troops, and wore to bo attacked. Since, ■ = the ,:f ira'b ' pass: ■ indicated^ . 
that the .people soenca to be civilians, ' oth or groups were investi- 
gated by non-firing runs. As' they all sc cried pi bo working in the ; 
f iolds, they were hot attacked. : An . installation believed to -: b0 : an - 
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>.c4unuAitioa storage ' ofc jjgBjlioar; '^iii^-iBi^a^^^Jg^':- .^raf c6V f% ••'Ono * 
jafls untll-.it- *oa. SotdTOn^t-td- 'qp. patfedjftr"-. *a3^|^':^: jdKttgr*: p'wml-ff 
ccue^c streaming ; out, it ;.l<fca ,ta s population' ^^^^o'^^' : v ' 
ovaouated front their homes and had taken' rofugo. '' : Mostrwbrtr wojs&h '■■' 
and children. 

' .' ■■ ' " - ■' .- ' ' 

About fifteen trobps wore ' sighted in a river bod near Ealtcn-ni , ; 
; about 35t32N 127-09E, with white and blue panels spread. T.icy iiadc 
no attonpt to hide ,and, wore not attacked. . . ■„. - - - ~, , 

!To tanks wore sighted. About size damaged or burnt out trucks 
wore sighted northwest of Kvranju with three ether burned Cut ' trucks .. 
sighted in ether areas. In the middlo of Kwanjuj two truoks, not : , 
joying, wcro strafed; Truoks probably destroyed. - r ; Four trucks and 
six or s oven horsc-dravm vohiolcs v/cro sighted on : thd road south of ' 
Kwunju. ; Hono -appGare& to' be Moving, .although soYpral poQp'ld-f.-wpre^:-; 
seen to Juap ■ put : of one truck, • Ono--tr-uQ&'Wa3--;dcatrdyod •and-- ttoN?©: , ;\- 
'Others probably destroyed. The 'horse-drawn vehicles v?crc strufed 
With an estima'tcd throe danagedv - One. lure e truck, .-/coripl pt el y covo 
od with brand cs, was burned and fl-cstroyod four -xailcs south of -.Irij.-- 
two trucks wore burned and destruyed .five r.:iles west of Choiijin and 
one truck aanagod near sonchon-ni. 

Several pooplo on bicycles wor.£ sighted, but hone- appeared to novo 
: packs or guns. Several or.i.pty curt 3 T/crc observed alor;g tlic road 
•two on Kunsan or.d I7or.won. 

■ The only live lOcaciotivo Bightod was'a siiall ,6no"-with four -pars.. ■• 
•,pout ten .piles north of S^npan, ••.-•.sinfcoiit' v/aa out. of : , tho ■ assisnod:. r 
urea, it ..was not attacked. Twenty- to thirty ■bp'SPars-.-and flnt 'c?,rs-- ' 
woro otrafodat Kwan ju. with minor danase. to all. Ml e^.rs .appeared 
tp bp QGpty. . The Tail ■ yards : at Kwon5u wore damaged: by one .-..huidrad : .- 
pound bombs and rockets. Four danagod or destroyed locouotivos at 
Iri were not attacked. - -\- 

Two .possible YIJS and- 3 power boats, belicvod to; be Souths Korean, , 
wore sigJitcd at, about 35°>^i|.0 , lT "127 '-52 , E,. "A factory at. tAiq ■.■■north-, 
end of Kr/an.iu was bonbed -and. damaged with two '.firos- -started. 




bridge brooking tics. . The highway bridge suff crcd j-dnpiv danagov 




One 

to tlio approaches. 

Ituraj.c- and Son^hoh-ni appeared: to have- buriiG&-ou£' : see tier: 3., and 
4 F-51's wore observed firing into the tov/n of 'il'c^r.-Dr. '.rith .several 
buildings',', smoking . ', 

No AA was observed, although there wcro oovoral ihotunce a :,of ; 
aall-arias fire, and . ono FW had a .30 caliber hclc in. the wi-ng-ph- 
-turn. 



^Eighteen . ■ ' • ' i - 

at, 1100 with 



, of^casij^jsortici^ = : 

troops, ..on" <t -railroad:. &an4*^Ao^^ 

od Just "south of '-tho -'iriLliago" 'of ' tay&fei v/ S^r^-n^^-kilioa' - 
about half .tho occupants, it is believed* The car v/as headed south. 
Eight probable troops ..,oarryl3^^<iEs^ or^."sti'cto' v;cro Observed, leaving 
a burning hut 5-6 nilos south of Iwanju. • Strafing prob..bly lcillcd 
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Ono truck was destroyed, &y-. burning*: Xt *JpT3^3?<3d;-%.Q"\b(;-.a^r^ing,. . 
. POL, -Gad was tricked ncfer- Songp-rl,. ? . &76'<'-6ti£ov.'t$iii)gB 
were daaaged. Three, trucks (1 o'aaouf. la&od}- and ,2 3ceps (1 ca&ou- ' 
flagcd) were seen between Kwangju and Kr/asun. Ail ivcro danagod, v 
Ono jeep was burned 5 'alios south v;ost" of .IJqg^oa, 2 trttofe? wore dc— ■ 
3troycd and 3 Qaxiagcd on a mountain, highway south of Chongup. One 
:amorod car was doianfecd near- Sojnchon-ni and anchor * dsaa&$d/ south 
' -if Qhongju. Other, trucks: strafed' are bollorod to havo been prcv- , 
iously damaged. ■ ■ .-■ ■■ /■" ■ -■■' ■ . ' - 

Ono locomotive, cariouflnfcod with two boa: curs just north of 
Kwanju was attackod by strafing, l rocket and 1 100-/ .boub, Fires ; 
started in area. Two box care and the loconotivc v/us clanged - ■ 1 
Rail yards in Iri-wcro dating od by bor.bs and rockets. .".■■ 

A railroad bridge, south of Taon was destroyed by 500*? bombs. 
Ono span was knocked out and' ■■■appro^chbs^q£c : ■ damaged.- '" : - ■ 

" A' highway bridgo 1 jail e west ,of Ewiaugju. %fjf suffered ainor 
damage frora rocket hits. • ■"/' . T ■ 1 " - ' 

A factory northwest of .Kwangju/v/as ' danaged with feVAE and "ene- ' 
500^- beexb hit,. Tho factory hit during tho earlier . striLo' wag still 
burning and i3 now judged to bG 50$ destroyed* 

One o aga in, the - only AA ■ observed was " snail -arris Tire ' One' AD 
Toanc\bQol£ with a .30 caliber hole in the right horizontal 'stabUiZor*'; 

. Ensign II. Thooson, . had'- a 'iorcod ■ luadSii£-:aW-' to loss -of--;' 

ill { cause unkhown):.,at about 3^581?, 127-13S at 1340. He jic<!c an ' ■ ■ 
minjurod,. v/hecls-up landing ■ and 'naintairiod radio "eonta-c^ for : 
short while with 'pianos overhead." -Plans- for rescue "included send-- 
ing ; ;two carrier planes to ,Tao&u "Air" 3ix;ld-'"ia an a tttenpt ' t o .have 
light pianos or helicopter acnt in to pick urv Thomson. Thc.->o planes 
wore launched,, as was one ■ -ADJ.?. "as a ooabunicaiioja Tela*! pleinb. iJo 
further dotails aro presently available. " 

' " ■ . ■ \ - : ' ' ' 2*12 . " -;."/'".""",-"-\ 1 .:- 
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' ,> The socond j et sweep corLSigi*S;s^;eiglft" of fi|^£#e ■■sanies* ■> ITS - j - .'. 
military activity \^ noted along Itrm's ■■ oS? ec&tj^ieatlonA Tv.o parked 
comaand cars at Kivnngju - Air •Fiel&.-wero damaged; is&d the locomotive 
and cQiiouflaged.feoicars 'previously d«msged v;et'^: strafed* 
Locomotive now assessed as probably destroyed. . 

Two trucks parked near houses ten miles west 'of 'Kwangju were 
strafed and damaged. Afeout fifteen dome-shaped, cohered reyctaenfrs 
were observed on the oast side of Kwangju Air Field, . 

At 1400, fifteen offensive sorties (SF4U ar.d 7AT-) and dne defen- : 
sivo sortie loft the dock, Two F4U3 and two ADs of 7C-3 located 
one camouflaged truck parked in a dry river bed. under a bridge five 
miles southeast of Kochang and ''damaged it by strafing* 

Four FifTJs of plus an .F4U plioto plane, sighted aig friend- 

ly trucks parked in the vicinity of Sunchon (34°-56»U, 127 -,2S»E) : 
with whito panels and waving v;iiitc flags. Si:: to nine, men wore 
around "each truck* Fired rockets into building, at power station 
at Iri, Transformers were already burnod out and negative res alts 
were obtained. , ' - ■ .. - 

Railyards at Kwangju.woro again hit by three 50C,;'= bombs, causing 
considerable damage to tracks and the yards. 

Five ADs of VA-55 causod additional damage 'to trucks already 
hit. Since no military activity was observed, four bridges woro 
attacked with bombs and rockets. The first bridge was a highway 
bridge, on the southwest corner of -S.unchan&'. " One near miss of a " \ : 
500$ bomb caused no damage. . The second highway bridge was. northwest 
of the samp frown. ' Throe, near misses '-with ..500$ '-boobs caused pass- ' 
ible heavy damage. The third highway bridge was four nilos ca3t 
of town and was hit with 100=:/ bombs and several near raises occurr- 
ed with 500^ bombs. Bridge wa 3 damaged. The Just bridge, was a 
railroad bridge just north of ICikson (about ten miles south of 
ITamwon), A string of twelve 100-;' bombs resulted in several 'direct 
hits. Rails and tie's '--were displaced. 

Considerable movement (mostly.. -pedestrians ) was observed in the 
vioinity of the 35th parallel south past of Kwangju and outside of 
the area assigned to the Nayyi From chatter on the air between 
'■Mosquito Dog" and. "Gas Mask", it would appear that a" tank con-/- V /- 
centratlon and a fuel dump wore located near Chongsoh, about twenty 
miles cast of Taejon, and that 2,000 troops were concentrated just' 
above the 36th parallel at about ■ :l'27°-40»E, with -identity '-uncertain. 
Communicat ions between "Uosauito Dog" and Navy pluncs ;/cre never 
■satisfactorily achcivod except la isolated instances. 

On tho railraod running northeast from Kwangju, rails arc. out 
from a points five miles north of the city for perhaps ton nilos. 
Pilots estimated that almost - half of the .highway bridges in the 
vicinity of Kwongju were destroyed. 
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Shifting to the cast and nortft, tiio carrier -.lay off ' Pohang-do&g, ■ 
on the cast coast of ICoroa, early on, tho norning of 26 July* Frota 
here, she launched the Navy's contribution to close air support 
over the rapidly changing 'front linos* Two Corsair night fighters, 
throo night ADs , four ADs , f ivo F4Uc and an. F4U photo piano" consti- 
tuted the offensive sorties on the 0730 launch • Four other Corsairs 
nodo up tho roscuo sorties, and one AD3V/ tooncd with two Firefly's 
fron HIS TRIUI.EPH for tho single defensive sortie. 

Tho nisslons for tho various divisions wore a result of inforna— 
tion concerning onony dispositions issued by the Amy and Air Force 
at Taogu last night. Tactical Air Control parties based on Korea 
established cooriuni cat ions with the strike planes and assigned thca 
varipus targets in or noar the North Korean front linos. 

Support I, consisting of the night elements of the Air Group, 
the photo piano and. his escort split into two groups ; - over tho aroa. 
Tho four Tighter tyrcc aircraft saw action only between Yonpung 
{36-^6tH, 128°00»E') and Mungyong (36°-^;iT f 12fl°-06'i:) where 
"Picklcbarrol", an L-17, vectored' the:.: oh 8 vehicles which .wore ' 
parked along the side of the road. Five trucks, one armored jeep, 
one reconnaissance car, and what appears to be a tonic worc\ strafed 
with rockets and nachinc guns by the four aircraft, snoring throo 
trucks and. inflicting damage to the others. - Tho pilots . reported 
a possible hit and a near niss with rockets, followed' by runs, 
with 20ncu The danaged trucks showed holes front riins, although* 
tho t argots did not burn, and photos show bursts loading to the ve- 
hicles; Tho amorod jeep and tank wore canouflagofi with" trees and 
shrubs, and the roconnaissanpo car with cloth spread over it. --11 
the vehicles were parked on the shady side of the road utilizing 
the deception afforded by shadow to tho r.azdjiun. 

The' three AD3Ns of the other group followed the wrcr^.; rc:.d to 
Tacjon, nover finding a target. Their bonbs were all Jettisoned V 
in the mountains, and they returned to the ship with their : rockctsv 

Four ADs roported over Taogu r.wc". roccivcc saric fire frc;i friend- 
ly forces, then were called for socio strikes- .against supply boxes 
at -Hanson (35°-25 l H, 127°- 24 '*£).• Two 100$ and two HMs'werc 
dropped with unobserved results. At 0* a'dn-ni ( 35?~35 'If, 127°-24 I E) 
throo $00$ and two 100^ hit a red tile warehouse- and left, one 'end 
burning; Still on call to the TAG, the pianos dropped 7 500#, 
20 100#, 21-EVAfis on a snail town 7-3 nilos IJUE of Yo:igdoag. On 
retirement , the town was burning' in several locales.- During the 
flight, friondly vehicles were soon proceeding west, fron -Taogu- and 
oast fron lines near Tacjon. 

Also' on tho hop, 4 Corsairs, who preceded the ADs into their 
targets, scored a near niss on tho warehouse at Onsan-ni; Results 
wore unknown danago. At tho little town ;KHE of 'Yongdohg, they used 
£00$ bombs and rockets, .to start scattered fires, which the -ADs'' 



/f' reported burning. As f -which tjurncffj ^Ignit.c^ oil- wore pros- ; - * 

ent. On tho road ncWby, 2 bdrncd-out tanks wo™ sighted, and a 
truck was strafod and damaged. 

Eight more offonsivo sortios tool; off at 0945 when two divisions 
of F9Fs struck at eonnunication lines "between Suwon and Tac jon. 
One pilot strafed and killed a horse pulling a horse cart on tho 
road botwecn the two cities. People ;werc soon moving along "roads 
with no upparont general direction of travel. Those people appear- 
ed to congregate around vehicles, already destroyed to wave off attack* 

■ ,ing . a Iro raft ,. Hoar Clionan^ a • string, of wqll-straf od boxcars were ;:■ 

observed, and between Suwon - and Tac jon the road was littered with 
hundreds of destroyed vehicles. At Chochiwon,, one division leader 
strafod the only truck which appeared intact , "damaging it. Hoar ■ 
the truck,- he observed 6-S destroyed tanks. 

At 1115, tho socond group of propcllor aireraftworc launched, 
sending out 15 noro of fonsivo sorties and 1 defensive sortie. The '- : 
photo plane and his escort wore sent from Tacgti to Uijongbu (37-44 'N,: 
v 127-03E) near Seoul to take pictures of troops. LTonc could, bo 

found. At Suwon Air Field, both planes strafed and destroyed a \ ■ 
proviously damaged IL-10 and a previously damaged B-26. The former t • 
burned from thoir fire. The pilots saw the port 'wing crucible -and 
fall off as a result of thoir fire on the latter, 

Sovcn Corsairs were directed to Yongju, whore thoy waited to be 
sont on the target for half the flight. Once directed against: 
tha target, they strafed 3 trucks, exploding tv;o and damaging a 
third caiiouflagcd truck. - Thoy reported Yongju and Panggi burning. - 

Six ADs went T/ith the- F4US to Yohgju: whore they bombed US tunnels 
in the vicinity of 36°-55 , N, 128°-25'E. Eight 5Q0# .boohs . wore, 
dropped on the first, which was. difinitcly damaged. Joining the 
Corsairs, they bonbod and destroyed 25$ the orchard ir, which one : /*.'. 
of the' destroyed trucks was hidden. On ' retiring' fr pa tlic area, 
two trucks parked in Punggi were bonbod, strafed, and destroyed, " 

A relatively high amount of onrumition expended maultoa fro. " 
'both lack of suitable targets and overloading the air controller. 
One TAC had 7 F4Us, 6 ADs, and 4 F-51s» ITo oorc than oho- division 
of planes can bo adequately controlled by a sihglo -controller. 

The, four F4Us on the rescue .mission failed to find cry informa- 
tion concerning the downed pilot. The downed air ore. ft and helicop- 
ter wore both strafed and destroyed. Already the enemy iiad partia- 
lly camouflaged both craft, HcarPpsang, (34-16L, 127-053) consid- 
erable movement was noted on highways. Several trucks in the town 
and 40-50 along the road to the east were discovered parked and 
camouflaged, ' Many were driven Into backyards , -against the back ' 
of buildings.- Two blown- out tonics wore observed - one in Posong, 
tho other at(54°-44»N, 127°-00*E). : One truck bore a white -diamond 
rith a red circle inside painted atop the cab. Straw and branches 
from trees wore the prominent instruments of camo^flago. ■ Returning 



to £abgu, the planes were ar&od v^t^jnapain 1 ^ tho/Air Foroo. Ba^t 
in' the Posong qrou, Ay destroyed ,4 "ft'acljs, ^pzH^fcly -destroyed 2,". 

illed in firos started by napaln drops in- tiro^ st^'sot' and on f pur 
snail building south of Yundun-ni (34-471T, 127-20:-), SI:: act ore y cl o a 
and a jeep wore scon noving cast fron Po3ong, all canouf laged with 
branches. 

At 1315-» 14 offensive sorties and 1 defensive scrtio wore launched. 
Four ADs, directed tq 'fyipc out" Yongdpmg, hit the .town with napalii, 
leaving it burning fiercely. Proii here y they wore sent to a JEl ' 
bridge west of the town, -whore " one hit with '-.a' ,10Gj/ !boab and one 
with a. rocket Managed the span. Qn a road r ."S",. r . one and a -half- ail as - 
fron'Yongdong, camouflaged vehicles vraro bonbod,, strafed, and rook- 
etcd, whoro it is conservatively as sunod they destroyed 1 trucks 
Nearby, two 100$ bonbs v;ore dropped on a snail village, igniting 
two fires » Another village was rocketed and set af iro; one. noro 
village was strafed with 20nn. "Observations gave 1 nows of relatively 
large nunbers of friendly troops riovinfi l#rfron Kp.egon (35-59-1, 
128-252) to Kur.ichon, -with vehicles and artillery in cOnpany. 

Jour F4Us on the way into, the target, -sigh-bed two friendly trains 
hoaded north; one with all boxcars and the other with soncflat 
cars apparently carrying heavy ncchanized oguipiiont. Also scon 
ware two blown-out tanks just wast of Yonpdong, Two to throo nilcs 
west of town TAC sent then after "20 trucks" in tLe- valley; where 
they c3EplodQd conouflafiod axxaunit ion 'stool: piles' and trucks under 
camouflage with nore aaauni't'ion.. Three trucks were burned and 2 
nore were damaged. Pilots boll eve the controller estimated the 
canouflagod piles of arxiunition to bo trucks, so 'there wore; probably 
only 6-8 trucks in the area. HE of this target , they strafed a- 
sriall villago, "where the huts caught fire as if oil or vehicles wore 
hidden withing.. At Yongdong, eight 100#, t wo 500;-', and oao. naixxln 
boiib started firos. 

Four F4Us and two ADs wore directed f ran Muhgyong (36-441T, 123-052) 
NW to Yonpung, whero thoy started fires with each of 4 napaln bonbs,? 
They wero dirocted to baab"a narrow skotch of cliff road towards ' I- 
Mungycng arid stock traffic Twenty-nine HVATis,. eight 100 mid 
four 500$ bonbs flanagod the road badly, leaving it passable only 
to light traffic, Halfway between the. two cities, a destroyed -": 
tank appoarcd, possibly one strafed on the nornihg striko by the : 
photo plane. At 36°-45 t N, 12£°-03 ! L on the road, thoy saw 12 trucks- 
destroyed i Half a nilo .SE of Yoiipiuig: strafed a oacotiflcaod truck 
with 2Gnn f ' damgirig it. An Air Pore c report our anti-aircraft 
at 37°~02»:4, 128 -19. 5' 33 was intercepted". 

Eight offensive sorties and 1 defensive sortlowcro launched 
at 1715 for thoJast launch of the day. The 8 Corsairs hit Chongsan » 
and set fires, then bonbed ana probably destroyed a snail village 
5 nilea Si? of Taojon. Nearby a* power station was donaged with 
firos being started in the transformers. 



Af tor a day of mail and refueling^ the force returned to the 
Tallow Sea where planoa wore launohed at -Q7U5 to begin tho day' s 
string' pf gbrties in close support of ground trooos. This first 
launch sent out 16 offensive sorties (7AD, 9 F4U)', 1 defensive 
sortie (1 AD3W -AS?) , and 2 napalia tost sartios (AD-4). At 081.5 
8 more offensivo sorties (8 F9F} heeded east on a sweep up tho 
west coast; to Kunsen . All othor offensivo s orties reported to 
controllers in close support missions. 

Ono division of tho jots chooked Mokpo Airfield, which was 
deserted, but thoy did see 5 locomotives; Although four v;orc 
already knocked out, tho 5th was strafod, with scric sinoko ob- ■ 
served. This locomotive; was probably destroyed. Near 35°-25*TT, 
126°-50*E five trucks wore soon, only- 2 of which were undaaagod. 
These woro strafed and probably destroyed. Nearby, on observation 
post and foxholes v;oro strafed with unobsorvod results. Ono 
truck in Mokpo was soon and blown up in a strafing run. Ton 
miles NE of Mokpo, a handcar was strafod and probably destroyed. 

Tho other division of jots strafod 3omo buildings at Kwongju ' 
Airfield and 1 camouflaged truck or tank in tho vicinity. With- 
out positive identification, it mist bo evaluated as 1 truck 
damagod. Kunsan Airfield appeared unusod, but 3 boxcars ond 1 
tank car wero strafod nearby. Those, unfortunately , appeared 
previously damaged. A hcrsecart , 5 miles :^Gsi of Tonggwang 
- f 35 -17 f N, 126 -27'E) , was destroyed with its load of supplies y . 

As on previous days, the pilots saw groups of people in Vv'hite 
shirts , apparently working in th3 fields; but tho people paid no 
attontion to tho planes. In oho village" almost ovary unekyard 
appeared to hove a group of people gather od around on unidenti- 
fied object. Upon rot urn to the ship, tho outgoing pilots ',verc 
cautioned to investigate moro fully and attack if t'hesc parties 
appoarod to bo enemy, 

lour AD-4s roportod to TAG ond TACP over Homehang ; ■■'-( 36 G ~34 - 
128°-11 »E) for close support. ; On this town thoy dropped 3 na.pclm 
and 2 250# fragmentary bombs «nd strafed in tv;? runs.' i'ircs - v ' 
"y»bra. 'i , bEbrtofi....ancT' it; .-is.- ^^3v^luipt'q<i•. as dQ-m^oh. > -:^GlId\t^a^ ■ $ho: . ■■' - 
Naoson-chon River oast, thoy strafed vflir.t the controller doeig- . 
natcd as onomy trying to cross -trie rtv.;r from north t i south. 
Ono pilot sew packs and rifles , and , in strafing runs tho .pilots 
roportod an undetermined numbor Q,f animals in c o;r»prv.ny and '.men 
killed. Returning was t to Yqngam-ni { 36°-,36 : T K t 12S°-.00*J , they " 
hit tho town with all remaining bombs end roclcots. Strafing 
runs follcwod after TAC explained ■'■that our troops had boon 
bothered last night by fire from that town. Five buildings, 
barn-liko 1 in a ppooronGp , wore seen burning wgII^ en retirement 
Evaluation is probably destroyed. Following targets -wore observed 
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on* the , roturn trip: .'•trfcocn tra'S^^oft,*h^ 
from Taejon {showings potio-laj f ; InrgoER insta;i3Ption%^14/ 
warehouses, 15 trucks moving -north from tho warehouses, and 2 
dioscl junks all at Yongdang, which is across from the port of 
Kunsan. Small arms fire was thrown at thorn on all three targets , 
on which they node runs earlior, Weather decreased to 3500* 
coiling and rain at Taojon and eastward,' 

Tho eight Corsairs wore sent to Yongdong where tho divisions 
split bo two on two controllers. One division dropped 4 500# 
bombs on a camouflaged tank, oho of which hit hoar enough to 
turn it 90°. Tho TA,C investigated, evaluated it destroy eel, so 
directad tho plane to another camouflaged tank 200 yards away. 
8 100# bombs and 21 HVARs blew camouflage' off .target but damage 
was hard to observe due to stoop valloy, ; Evaluation - damaged, 
Ono 100$ bomb hit a row of undotormined camouflaged mounds, but 
damage was undo tormi nod. War chouses at Nonsen (36 -12*N, 127 -05'E} 
and Kunsan woro strafed with negative results, 

Th other division was directed to an apparently camouflaged 
tank, which was found to bo a field picco when the camouflage 
was blown off nocr tho end of the run. Previously 2 hits and 
near misses with rockets wore scored through the camouflage. 
Destruction could not be determined, so it must be evaluated 
as damaged. At Nonasn a string of already strafed boxcars waa 
so en. ' 

A VC-3 division of 1 F4U-5N md AD3Ns wore- also launched: as 
a support group. Two of the ADs flow to Taoju, whore thay land- 
ed and lot off a liaison officer from the Air Group FIVE 1 staff . 
Tho\Corsairs and ADs were directod to o small canyon KW of Yong- 
dong towards sirachon-ni supposedly containing troops and the tank 
which tho other Corsairs damaged. Two frogmentcry bombs and 1 
500# bomb were droppod, but tho area was so difficult to navigate 
in that the pilots could not check on tho damage done. Sight 
rockots and 20mm ammunition was thrown into the same area with 
unotscrvod results. This valloy had a large cave at tho end. 
Near tho valley, the 2 ADs, widen had gona to Taegu^ Joined the ' 
other planes over 2 small villages. Said t ; contain enemy troops, 
tho 2 villages wore hit with 2Cmn, 29 HVARs, 1 napalm, and 5 
500# bombs; and they woro loft burning fiorcilty. The evaluation, 
is 2 villagos probably destroyed, -' 

At 1045, U mora offensive sortie (6 Ay, 8 ?AU) and 1 defen- 
sive sort to . (-AD3W) wero. -launched, 'with tho sane missions as in 
tho first launch. Then at 1230, 8 F9F sorties swopt tho rnil linos 
and roads of tho wostorn soaboard again. ■'/ 

One division of Jots strafed ■2-0-30 loaded carts at YongcTong. 
dostrpying 7. Wheels and other ports wore soon tp fly off dur- 
ing tho run. ?ivc oil cars, probably already ''hit. .ware strafed 
with no a ppe rent damage. At Hondok- { 35 G -31 f N, 126°-42'E) they 
strafed and destroyed 1 camouflaged truck and da mag -od 2 more. 



* */ '03i8 other divts flow , -f ■": t^^iohsi^it: ■■%2&r$$&1 * 

where, they burned: ^^ru«k and (Ja^fe^'S^'iiet'br'v^Bilc?'* '■ Af a^out ■■■ 
3k°-52'TSl*>l27 < >*5-5 r &-' tJxey ''tJurijG.a.-a ; t;rucljri' end at/Stawow. dosfcroyed ;j 
1 mors*--' Hare, they further: strsrf&ds? ■■'Ooo-l;:i/o'orff- aMi : " v 5Vb£)atflfe^ r . ■■ ■■ 
baoauso for a .possibility of hidden troops. Just nrrth, thoy 
probably destroyed 1 truck. 

Four I7*Us woro sont to Mokpo (34°-45'Ni 126°-23'i:) to hit - snip- 
ing. Dropping 1 500#, sovoral 100# bombs, end EVtiRs, thoy 
sank- 2 freighters and 2 tugboats, which woro actually observed 
to sink boneath tho surface One 50O# boab'hlt on thg dock, but '. j 
donega wos unknown. Flying north to Kunsora, fho pilots sow 2 
fightor sir strips about 6000* long, apparently built cn roe 
clay, 25 ciilos north of Mokpo, Mo activity, pis has, or build- ' :—\ 
ingB wore soon there, 

Tho other four Corsairs and six Skyra id or 3 flow to Nnnsan : ; 
wh-oro tha flight, lee dor acted as TAG, On the. Vv-ay in, the group 
asaosscs tho following damago: burned 1 - truck .on the dike- coross ' 
a .canal north of Nonsan, burned 1 truck in a snail- villa go 2 v > 
nil os SIV Nonsan, and probably destroyed a- aptorcyols-. :Qnd: : sida car 
1 mile SW of Nonsan. All those vehicles were camouflaged with 
matting or straw. In "arid, beyond. Nonsan, they ;a ccpn'plishod tha 
following?' damaged Nonsan with bo.nibs (8 fires startod) , burned 2 
joops north."- of tho city probably dos troy od 1 truck, in tKo^ city ; ; 

with nape In. bur nod 1 bus on tho NE corner of town, end destroy- ■ ' .. \ : 
cd 1 tank (#315) 5 nilos cast of the town. On- tho return, tho 
Corsairs burnod trans formers , done gins s P owor -station 2 rilos . 
south of Konggyang: Ono pilot strafod a long building just a/ 
of Nonsan whoro ho observed tank tracks in tho courtyard, "0 
believes that troops woro present, for ho r:>coivad 6 holes in 
his wings end toil surfaces fron son 11 arms fire. 

At i 3V5 , the third support group of the'dsy was launched, 
fielding 15 offonsivo sorties {k AD, 2 ADN, 6'F4U, 1 F4T7-5N) > 
end 1 defensive sortie (AD3V/) ♦ Thon, at 1530, the 8 i^F sweep 4 
was also leunohod. -.'_ ■ ■ 

Ono division hit tho coast at Mokpo and strafod a\ stationary . 
train which has bson avaluotod as already dr^cgod, Howavar,- '■":0- 
subsoquont strafing runs dostroyed 1 largo -.11 storago tank ■ '.- ? ., ■ 
and damaged 3 sampans next to tho quay well. On. trio south v' / 
odgo of King j on ( 34°- 37'N 126°-l6 : '3) , tho pilots claimed 6 trucks 
burned and 2. damaged. Thoso targets woro in a stockade. Posong 
found two ooro trucka dam god by our pilots . ^ 

' --ttio other division wont farthar Vsottli. to ^tiia T^n^aja ciroe % 

( 34°-50 f N 126°-43*E) whero thoy probably dor,tr^ycd 3 trucks. : ^ 
Jilthough moving when . spotted' > they stoppad^ and troops pour od 

from then. - At Simsong-ni ( 34°-51 f N 126°~5o , E) 2 trucks were dari^ ^ 

agod. Fivo trucks (probably ammunition) explode-:" on road from '.r'4 
Hadong to Chinju, just east of tho f-.irnor. At ICawa-do 25 lunks ; . 

woro sight od ; no action, bacauso no- anmunition, ' : . \; . : . / '■ a 




..' - Four A Da xoportta^bjy -$£C -at'faing^s^., *tfto^j&Ha$$fcft feed * 
the first tunnel #qM:;-jK(S ? <th G- o'i^jf • :oq^p%Q|||y. ^h^^o%s f ■ 
the saco-rid: one north % -frisrhdiitfs. ■■; \#pur ^patk-'kl'te w&ro ; ^6Lt"* 
into the tunnel, ter wMoh largo <^ani#i£MB of \ blaek: sran:^r " 
issued from the ends. This tor got is ovaluotod as damaged: with 
countloss loss of Hv^is. Pilots could see the front lirrefc from 
Euelr position at the tunnel, for many whito and c arise panols 
woro showing to tho SS. Throe villages wcr«: burning, evaluated 
os damaged. In ono of tho villages a napclm explosion sent a sco 
of fire, tho wholo length , of one of its strcett "Okchon was strafed 
with no apparent damage. ..Ono bus: was danagod botween Kojxggyong 
and Nonsan. Crewman and pilot confirm two direct hits with 100# 
bombs on two warehouses at Yohgdong. West cf Yongdong a bar;:c 
wo s burnod on retirement, " 

Four Corsairs reported to T/»C et Hamchang (37°~33 f K, 128°-12 T 3) 
and mado runs on 5 uncanouflag^d tanks, two of which woro already 
burned out. Two hits with HVAR on 1 tank Jcnockad off tho right . 
traad. Moving south and 10 miles to the west of Sa ngju thoy bo nb- 
cd, strafed, and rocketed troop positions atop o mountain, by 
direction, but no activity was noted. Snail qras firo was rqej- 
oivqd over tho tanks and at tho troop positions, and. 1 plane was 
hit with I shall.' -v...';. : : ■■■■ ', 

Tho other four F4Us could not contact controller over Yong- 
dong or Sang ju, although - the latter was: soon to hqve nunerous 
trucics and tm.ks spotted below hixi. Continuing north, thoy 
contacted TACP throe miles south of Hnnchang, who directed thc.i 
to hill st 36° -31 *W 123°-01 «E, where many troops had; ba eh sight- 
ed. Horo, thoy dropped 2 350# 'iiicendiurias. and. fired ■ 2 Oram " e nd 
21 HVARs. TACP so id that tho troops woro getting out of their 
coyer and running all over, s,p thoy. strafed end : roaicotad the 
positions again* 

YC-3 flew 1 F4U-5N and 2 i'.D3N to Yongdong whore they sot ■■■■■ 
firo to 3 villages wi thin 3 ,milo4 of the city to the cost. : 
One napalm" woe put into a tunnol., which T.VC reported ■ os , housing ■ ' 

400 troops , in the same locality. These two targets arc evaluat- 
ed as the s*k.o which 1iic k ADs hit, and tho tunael as the sain a 
also. This would rakro 5 hits in all in tho tunnel with napalm. 
In c valley t o the oast , many 3trnfing runs ware riado, .'"uri::g which 
20mm and it EVABs wai-e firad* TAC se id '200 tr'ocpis wore located /- 
there. On tho runs raany - pars otyial. wore .seen to' faii*/' .Other - 
strafing runs wore node on camouflaged targets with undetermined 
results. 

At I63O, the last. launch for thn day sent 1U offensive (8 F2+ U, 
6 AD-) and 1 defensive (A&$H) over/ the target araa in '.-their role 
as close support aircraft* ■ ,; , : . ■ 

Six ADs' reported to TJ*p at Haaohang, fron whoru they ware dir- 
ec-ted to a hillside about 5 nilos SVJ of the town along a small 
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stkeajji which runs 1^3^.. ,|iaviil^ b&o^/tol&^tft^^ troopg 
who bad- b^eii -bolftajnft 1 o$s- ; t^opa" ln : <th# Va'iliOTNbQy 'propped 
everything but their incendiaries on the hillside, following 
those' runs- with strafing runs using all thair'&muhition on the 
area . On the west s ide of g hill, they destroyed c son 11 villa go 
with incondiarios. 

The 8 F4Us wore directed to Ncmwon (35°-24'N, 127°-23'E) 
whoro TAC dirocted them to burn as much as possible of the 
town, keeping a sharp lookout for perkod vohiclos. Two trucks 
wore dostroyod .with 2 direct H7AR. hit s. One truck and 1 jocp ' 
wore daoeged. in the town,. The town was ovaluet^d S3 dodged. ^ 
Throo miles oast, runs with rockets on reported vohiclas, unsodn 
by pilots, grottcd no visible dam go 9. Spall caliber mo chine 
gun firo caao froo. Ncmwon, \ 



iiOTIOK SUMMARY ■ ... 
29 JULY 1950 , 

Following the same general Missions ns yostcrdry , carrior 
pianos hit targets noar the front lines around Kadong. Tho Wavy 
was givon' its own bonb line a r nd prive to ar or. , to destroy roads 
and answer any othor coll missions . directed T^C in the vicinity, 
it 1000/ the first group.- of pianos returned from 24 offensive 
sorties (8 F9F, 8 AD, end 8 F4U) end 1 dofensivo. sortie. 

Tho jot swoop, launched at 0830, split into 2 divisi ns as 
yestordoy,; Tho first of these swept Kunsan 1 35 -5 8* if, 126 V -V2*|) , 
Chongju (35°-49 t N, 127°-09«E)., and Xcngju (36°-27 , H, 127°-07*K) 
where they stref ed 3 previously damaged vohiclos . ISio 2nd div- 
ision hit forth or east near Faumon {3$ -25*N, 127 -22 T ^'} whore 
tit ay strafod throo BR cars ottackod yesterday, it China a thoy 
- hit end daiije : god B s-ma 11 . vehicle . Several trucks .near; Ghunsong-ni 
war 0. let go because tho eireroft could not strafe tho mountain- 
side road. Two columns of troops woro soon to scatter .into o. 
nearby house in KBmjangni, so the planes strafed -the..-- building* <• 
At Ealtam^ni (35^*30*^ 127°-0 8*2.) 2 caiaouflaaod trucks were 
probably destroyed. ... 

Book with tho props, 4 F4Us dropped one cluster of-inccn- 
diaries on a warehouse near the Sonch-n-ni roil yrrds, starting 
sovorol smoldering fires. To tho south of town n RR and an 
adjoining highway bridge sustr-inod dodges ; tho f cr;ior fron a 
no a r iai as wi th a 500# . b omb , en d tho, la 1 1 or f rora. a d ir u ct hi t 
with a 100^ bonb in ;tha : approneh. . ITo sntl-sireraf t -'.was-., ©nccunt * 
ored. Two fires fron yestoTdeys attacks woro seen still .burning 
at Hansen during the flight, 

■■ # 

Four moro F40"s hoard: a • o ontroll er at Hedong ( 35^05 f N, 127-46E) 
yelling for jnany fighters, so th-ey diverted before reaching ■ 
Kochang (35 -40'N, 127°-54'E). it the ter.get, by eiroction of ■.' 
the controller, they found at least 50 vehicles pn the TOGd^st . 
of .town. Two of these vehiclos were .reported .as definite tsf^tea, , 



StTafing with maohi«| guns' a-nd^oekd^s",, thgy l 4- "irfe*. 

damagod 10 more, flpn, they droppdd'4 'na^itf-fP.'ttip town, seeing 
1 hit and bum a double warohouse. Oth&r'f ii-ojfe . :W9r0'.. : itsrte"dv : 
Then in □ rooket run, throe hit another warchtiuso "which burst 
into flame end spread madly. Other rockets firod into the town, 
may havo causod damago, but smoke obscured results ; 1 town dam- 
aged. Many poopla along the road were .strafed with undetermined 
results. In the vehicle area, a tomporary gun emplacement , throw- 
ing up heavy machino gun fire was strafed and siloncod; Around 
the town, they saw tho ADs hitting the target also. 

At Anui, a controller 1 took the aDs to a road which needed '' 
cutting. With their bombs they accomplished the mission by 
starting rockslidos in tho canyon with 2000$ bombs. Further 
dispatched to Hodong, they bur nod 1 reconnaissance car in tho 
center of a bridge. Following runs damaged tho bridge with a 
hole' from a ■ 500# bomb on tho SV/ end. As -the Corsairs bit the 
town, tho £Ds also started fires with their, napalm. Somd 100# ' 
bombs and rockets hit 2 school houses containing troops. 1 truck 
was strafod and -damagod. Throe miles SW of Hedong a 100$ bomb 
bur nod and destroyed another truck. Other vehicles dGoagoC were 
1 jeep and a truck. Still, another truck bearing troops was burn- 
ed. At 35°-25*N, 127°-35 t E a flat-bottomed boat wes danegod 
and many .people' killed by. strafing runs. Five niles SV, r of Nomwon 
1 truck was destroyed, and in the town n 250?f' f ro^r.ontrtion bomb 
was dropped. Many tcrgots aro to be found near both Haddng and 
Kochang, and this information was passed to the swoop (1030) 
about t o be launched. 

Af'l^O, the 1 defensive- (AD3W) and 24 offensivq (6 F9F, 4 
8 F4U, 2 2 F4U-5P) of tho days, aecond.group landed., All 

planes returned undanagod, 

Tho two photo pianos flow north tc tho r'.od near .»rmi, where 
the iiDs started a roc kslido earlier this ncrning, Although the 
cloud coverage made photogro phy difficult, they took 7 a few pic- 
tures of tho area, and reported tho rone only partially blocked. 
From there, they went to Namwon under the control of ^Mosquito 
Charlie", Hero 'they exploded 1 ammunition truck, burned another, 
damaged another, and damaged a bus. With F-£0s, F-51s, and our 
own jots they strafod tho town whoro fires v/orc started. 

Tho four ADs from V/i-55 9nd 2 AD3NS from YC-3 were directed 
to a small town Just to the SY/ of Yongdong, viiero they dropped 
everything they, carried except 1 napalm. . -Flrds erupted all 
through the town, and reports indicate that it w s 70$ destroyed. 
A school h^uso on the edge of town, - designated a division ho^.d- 
quartors of KK troops by the controller, v/as thoroughly strafed. 
Other targets hit wore 1 jeep burned, 3 miles of Toe j on v and 
t truok damagod 6 miles SW of Taojon. vLCDR HODSON the eked at 
Nonsan to observe the two trucks, ho had bor.bod with nope lrn yes- 
tor day. Bother were destroyed", ; so the. truck e valuatedas 
probably destroyed yesterday is' now destroyed. 



• The- jots sont tvAii vis ions 'on" tn%i-i\ 1$30 '/Ono division ' - L 

hit and probably delfroy&d-*^ 35°-03' » 

126°-50 f S) and probably destroyed another botwoon Kwsngju and- ; 
Ewasun » One largo horsecart and passenggrs wore strafod in the 
samo vicinity, destroying tho oert; 1 vchiclo between Kwongju 
and Hadong was da ma god. Undor TAC . they strafod building along ' 
river ontranco at O'hvranggumni (34 ■-55 r N and saw many 

poplo loave tho huts after tho run. This division was una bio to 
oontact, "Mallow Control", and thoy also found control by "mosquito 
Potor n on channel four unsatisfactory, Tho other division strafed ' 
end damaged 2 trucks and 1 bus at'Kwonju, .At Nam on, with tho 
two photo pianos from tho carrier, they strafed the town, whore 
F-51 Mustangs had started fires. No other targets wore .seen. 

Tho 8 E4Us conta cted tho T.iCP at Ha don a whore thoy were dir- 
octod to hit a highway bridge 3 ''ratios oast of the city. Two ■ -, 

diroct 100# bomb hits and several/ misses •combined to d omagc the 
structuro ond prohibit uso for soma t-Uao , -at 3o ast. South : 
and east of Hadong, thoy sow 'many camouf laged vehicles along the 
roads. Splitting into teams, thoy damaged 1 truok, probably . ' 

destroyed 1 tank, and damaged 2 camouf lsgod vehicles. 10 miles 
east of Hadong, thoy attacked three settlements , strafing people 
in tho villages and dropping napalm. Jiros were started .-'in '-.all 
throo. Throe napalm duds wore later ignited by 20mm fire, 

Twonty-throo offensive sorties (7 'AD-, 8 F4U, 8 F9?) and 1 
dof ensivo sortie (,'iD3W) took off - in; stages at 1300 end 1430 - 
to hit more closo support targets. The jot sweep was the first 
ba ok, with no lossos. At Hadong the first divisirn probably 
destroyed 2 trucks and saw many of our planes' ov or the area. 
Two other divisions probably destroyed 1 jeep and 1 . camouflaged. , 
truck at Pb song. Near Hadong thoy damaged one camouflaged truck 
and 1 camouflaged weapon oarrior* , 

Opo rating in the same area, one division cf F4Us attacked - 
numorous oamouflagod vehicles with rockots and 20mm machino gun ; 
firo. Sovoral direct hits were observed und 6 vohiclos wore 
left burning, two of which were identified as trucks. The 
other 4 unidentified duo to camouflage. One othor truck received ' 
direct hita , but did not burn and. was believed probably destroyed. ' 
Additional vehicles were strafed in tho sane vicinity with results 
undetermined. Troops in brownish- yellow uniforms wera .observed' 
in the area, but th® attack was c oneehtratod oh- Vehicles. The 
other division of ]T4trs hit targets opportunity around Hadong 
due to the large numbers of plane which coh^este.d the oroa .south- 
east of Hadong, Troops and vohicols wore reported hicling in a ' 
small settlement of about 10 huts, 5 miles NW of Konyang (3§-03N, 
127-5 8S) • Napalm hits wero achieved on tho aottle'.-.ont , burning 
it down. Ono truck at tho odge of the village vv-s hit squoroly 
with a 5" rocket destroying it-. Several oil or gas d runs near 
the truck wore ignitod with 20mm firo. A camouflaged armored 
jbap was heavily damaged and left smoking 5 .'Alios cast of Hadong. 
One exposed truck on the rood 3 nilos east of Kv;::ngyong { 34-5 8^ > 
127-352) was strafed and d a ma god, .Another truck was similarly 
damaged in tho hills just north 2)f Okkwa ( 35-1711, 127-0 8E) . 
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kiroct kits,, were. ttAiao&'yd^ 

|trafia& e^a pqwoM^: option at -^va^^li^^r^^^^'- 
xt was loft burning and T^i^yod "to -b^.- "^ 

Tho sovon ADa hoadpd -north ttsx- ■:4^^:^ea-i--whix5b.- -they- had hit 
hard on tho previous Wo "hop© ©f ,fe,ho ^ay-jvsto'^piijtg at Sunchon 
' long.onough to ignite a long building on;-':''t^o-^'iaer'tfc:-..side of town 
wi.th -a 500# bomb, dostroying 1 truck, and damaging 2 othdrs. ' "' 
Horo , throe of tho pianos left tho formation for oth-jr targets, - 
while tho othor four hooded for tho lucrative area near Hodcng, 
Reporting to q oontrollor ovor tho oity they wore directed to 
a bridgo and 3- -villages in that order, Ih© ; br.i&go" . ,su^a : inod " . : .■ 
damage free 1 1000# and 3 500# near nissos, : a villago 10 /miles * 
oast of Ha dong $x owod furious firos from sovorol 5C0# bomb hits, 
and 2 villa go s Ntf of town v:cro damaged by f iro , after boing hit 
with thori ration of tho remaining banbs, In subsequent straf- 
ing runs . 1 truck was destroyed by rockot hit, 3 trucks were burnod 
to tho oast, and 5 raoro woro damaged in tho snno area, k strafed 
train of horsooaxt3 'was left in oxtrcmo disorder as tho pianos : : 
retired. Moe awhile, tho other thro a pianos damaged 2 trucks and 
burnod 1 ' Joap 5 miles 3W of Kuryc* Lashing out at ovory thing 
they saw, they damaged 1 truok at Koksong, damaged an unicontifi cd 
vehicle under straw 1 at /Ife-mpnjV--ana/burnaa,;'-a; truck at Chumgnun-ni • 
Dirocted toKochong they damaged another bridgo a near miss 
1000$ bomb and a 500# bomb right in tho approaches, Fires wore 
started in Kochang and at a village 6-8 miles east,' Nearby, 
they egaln wont wild ovor numerous, trucks and tanks', burning 1 
truck, damaging 4 others, and' damaging 2 tanks, VUhito panels 
woro soen in Unbong ( 35 -26 'N, 12*£°- 32 T E) on the ground nrsft V 

Tho 1600 launch consisted of 11 offensive sorties {%D and 
8 F4T7) and ono defensives sortie. Hie .two divisions of Corsairs 
c onto c tod an , air c ontrollor at Ha dong ana tvoro dirocted to bomb 
tho vohicular bridge southwest of , and near, Ha'dongw The bridgo 
had boon previously damaged, but suffered another direct hit with 
a 500# bomb which passod through tho surface end exploded njar 
tho wotor, ^ ''larger -holo in the pavement was. the only damago un- ■ 
loss tho bomb blast inflicted additional weakening from beneath. 
Another 50Q# bomb blow a largo orator in the road leading to tire 
bridgo , A napalm bomb hit ono of the approaches to the bridge ■■: 
and ignited a wooden span and the repair -iiimbor pilo : noarby^ _IP^q 
controller then dirocted the F4tfs to several vehicles about 5~S 
miles east of Ha dong, A previously strafed armored c;^r was again v 
strafod with damage unknown. One truck .rfi.ce.ivad' a direct hit 
with a 100# bomb. The truck burned and was destroyed. Two add- • 
itional gc3 or ammo trucks were exploded and destroyed by straf- 
ing. Friendly troops were, seen about 3 miles east of t':o burn- 
ing trucks with cerise panols displayed, . ' ., 

Throe ADs woro tho only other pianos .at the tar#dt> and they 
ropcrted damage similar to that: described by >t&o ; Gorsairs at 
tho bridgo at Hadong, One. of their 50O^ : bomfes-. .mado a direct hit 
on tho oastorn abuttmont. Three nllos oast of town throe napalm 
bombs were dropped on a -village starting throe good fires. In 
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' v ' ■ H " G^Ily one liaXt -M^V" tp r ' "th* " Wi'l^^'^'St^^Si^^^oieg' th on ^ . 

. on targei::£6S-ignai^.:a^^ * 
close together £n/£:^dt&£v§^ ■■ 
pyrotochnio desplay' which m9''>t'ili"'.G3cplrtdinB as they- loft, 
Bolieved to have ajmuniiio'n 

dastroyad . ,- ; JJaarby ,q ' roake-t intp'Pthig'.: i^cr ; Qad ; ; nf tank, set It ' ■ 

afire and ultimately dostroyod it. . 2 z&ra trucks wore burr. 2d, 

1 by strnfin.-;, tho other by napalm- An observed field pi'eoo ; ' 

proaont nny bo dcxrwgod, but no pilots saw hits on it, kOr^a nnti- 

aircraft wns oncounterod, and ono iiD was bit in the wia^, Tho 

gun oaplaooaont waB not spotted, - ■ 

■■■ CAP was furnished by tho Spitfiros of HD£S TRIIXIPH, 




Aire reft 33 13 g 

RR Cars , 9 1 : 43 

Locoriotives 27 2 5 

Trucks 75 25 62 

Tanks 3 - ;; ' : ' ; i 2 ■ 4 N 

Eor s<3 cart's ■*'■■■ 9 2 

Other vehicles 11 4 16 

Train (24 cars, oil or ioac ) 1 - \ ~ 

ITonsan Oil Refinery 75-1000 - 

Oil Storage Tanks' - 13 ■ - 2 

Pender Stations (Trarisf crjaers ) 4 - 3 

Factories . . .'■.,' - - 5 

Gnomical Plant . ■,'.-■. ■*'.■ 1 

Coiiiout Plant - - '.'..* . .. 1 

?.cf inory (small)- 1 .. . -. * 1 

RR Bridges 2 . - ■ ■ ... 10 

RR- Tunnels . . — 5 

Highway Bridge , v - ." . ■ - ■ 4 

G-unboats . y . - . - - ;' \ 3 

Barges 2 ...... 3 

JurJ.cs (large) — - . . 13 

Vessels {s--.ie.il) ; V; 2 1 

Fisiiing Boats - - , v 2 

Hangars - ' .'. -.■ 4 . 

RR Carbarns ..--■.' " -. -. . . . 1 . 

■Railcards ' - 2 

V/areliouses ~ '.'""' .. . -.' : 6 

Villages 1 2 22 

Ammo Dump ■ - ■' ■ ~ ,'" 1 

Freighters 2 - : '-' 

Tugboats..' 2 ■ '. 

Gun Eaplacenents ■ — 1 

Road- 75$ blocked ' .... - 

. Additional undetermined' donace vas Infllofed ori railroad 
.yards, several railway cars, aii'd. L cars,, iaangar. areas and 

oil storaco. areas • ■ ; ■ ' ' . ' ■; • .-. 
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TABULATED DAT/1 



Ammunition Expanded 16 July «• 31 July 1950, 

Bombs : 

Gonoral Purposo Bombs 
Napa In 

Rockets: 

HVARs 
Sraoko 

201IM Ammunition 

Number of hours flown: 

Jot aircraft 
Prop aircraft 

Amount of aviation gcsolina censumod; 

Jot aircraft 
Prop airoraft 

Amount of Navy spoclal Fuol: 

Milos stonmod: 



'141 Tons 
106 Bonbs 



1843 Reelects 
22 Rockots 

160,662 Rounds 



260,3 Hours 
1544.1 Hours 



112,855 Gallons 

139,280 Gallons 

19,262,1 Barrals 

5700 Mil os 
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Care ''of Fleet Post , office 
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24 August 1950 



DECLASSIFIED 



Prom: 
To: 



Commanding Officer 
Chief of Naval Operations , 
Commander in Chiefs pacific Fleet * 
Commander Naval Foraes par East" 
Commander SEVENTH Fleets • • 
Commander Carrier Division THREE • 



NAVH1STDIVINST 5500.1 
By: OP-09B92C 



Subj: Action Report for period 4 through 21 August 1950 
Ref: (a) CNO ltr op 345 res ser 1197 p34 of 3 August 1950- 



1* In accordance with refer once (a)> tho action report for th'o 
period 4 through 21 .August 1950 is submittod* 

PART I : Composition of Own Forces and mission ' 

Tho VALLEY FORGE with Carrier Air Group FIVE embarjEOd in 
oompqny with tho PHILIPPINE SEA and other units of Teak Fcrco 
77 departed Buckner Boy , Okinawa , on 4 August 1950 for Korean 
waters to attack onomy troops and previously select ad targets 
as coordinated with FEAF in order to f urni sh support for the 
United Nations Forces in Korea In accordance "with connendo/r 
SEVENTH Fleot socrot opordor 13-50 of 3 August 1950, 

* 

PART II r Chronological Order of Evonts 

About 1800, 4 August 1950, the VALLEY FORGE deported Buckner 
Bay, Okinawa, sortiod with elements of the SEVENTH Fleet, and 
proceodod northward for Korean waters^ After the sortie^ was 
complotod, AA firing practice with other units of tho task force 
was conducted on sloovos towed by CTD type aircraft furnished by 
TJTHON 7 detachment bnsod at Kadona , Okinawa Tho t?* sk force 
arrived off tho south' coast of Korea oarly in tho afternoon on 
tho 5th at which timo tho cerriors launched strikes ngeinet tho 
onomy, Tho pianos from tho VALLEY FORGE wore lrnnchcd as close 
air support for unitod Nations Forces in southeastern Korea: end 
thoso from tho PHILIPPINE SEA wore launched for specific targots 
in southwestern Koroa* After completion of air operations for 
tho day, the task forco proeoedod wostword taking' position in 
tho Yellow sea whore strikes against the, oncmy along the west 
coast of central and southern Korea woro lounohod on the 6th and 
7th, The task forco rctirod from tho opoq upon oomplc t i on of s ir 



End g 
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operations on tho 7th and proccodod southward to rondo zvous with 
tho logistic group for tho purpose of refuoling eviction gaspi|nc 
and fuol oil* .Tho rondozvoua was nado on thg riornlng : of tho 8th 
and tho remainder of tho day was spont rof uoling tho task force. 
That night tho task foroo roturnod to a position in tho Yellow 5 
Soa whoro strikos woro launchod on tho 9th and 10th as'baforq. 
Tho task foroo retired from tho .aroa during tho night of th: iCth 
and rendezvoused with tho logistic group on tho naming of ;1„cj 11th 
to rofuol. Upon oonplotion of rofuoling, the task force proooo^bd 
to o position in tho Yellow sea whoro strikos woro conductod pjet'^ 
tho 12th against tho cnomy along tho woat ooaot of central Keren 
and on the 13th along tho west const of Koran north of tho 38th 
parallsl. That night tho task forco rotlrod fron the aroa nn| ' 
hoadod for sesebo, Japan, to rofuol find ronrra, arriving at Snaobo 1 
about 0930 on tho 14th, Af tor rof uoling r.r.d rooming, tho tngk * 
forco loft sosobo about 1800 on tho 15th end proceeded northward y 
into tio soa of Japan whoro strikes woro launched against the gnony 
on the oast coast of contral ICoroa on tho 16th. i\t 1115 at tho 
request of tho FIFTH AIt Forco, yidvancod^ in Koroo, ell strikes . 
woro divortod to cov.cr tho evacuation of tho Third HOK Divisi an 
at Yondok. Tho remaining strikes of tho' day were launched a en Inst 
a concentration of enemy troops which throntonod tho evacuation. 
That night tho task forco "honied further north whore strikos nguinst 
tho snomy on tho east coast as far north as tho 42nd pcrnllol woro 
launched on tho 17th, The task forco rotirod southward dur lr.fi 
tho night, passed through Tsushima strait, and ronio^vousou v/ith 
the logistic group* After rofuoling and rooming during tho day 
on the ISth, the task forco proooodod westward that ni^ht taking 
position off tho wost coast of central Koran where strikes woro 
launched on tho 19th« . That nicht the task force workoc! n«~i tlv.vrrd 
and on tho 20th launched strikoa against tho enony rlor.n the wost 
coast north of tho 38th parailol. Upon tJdfiploticn of air operations 
for tho day, the task forco procoodod for Sesobo, Japan, eri-V/riLng 
at Sasobo about 1400 on the 21pt» ' 

PART III : porforiaanco of ordnanco Notorial and Equipnon't \ ■ 

No conmont, 

PART 17 ; Rosuiao of Bnttlo Danago ~ own and Enony 

Tho ship sustainod no battle donogo. For danage infliotsd 
upon tho enemy soo Enclcsuro ( 1 } • 

P^RT 7 : Comments 

/»♦ Aix Dopartmont 

1» Aviation Gasolino puoling 
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e,» Considorablo dolay in fueling operations can bo romadiod 
by anticipating the following problems : 

/ (1) aircraft carrier re-cpiving ,fuol should havo on hand 
at tho fueling station both the nalo and fomalo onds of tho quiclc 
disconnoot coupling in anticipation of tho tnnkar sonding over 
tho wrong ond and/or on ond which will not fit, 

(2) Gasoline filling linos should bo tostort for blown- 
gaskots prior to fuoling and in suffioiont tino to allow" for ro«- 
plQCociont of faulty gaskots* 

' (3) If a flownetor is installer! nt tho fueling station, 
a sinplo by~pasfl should bo constructed oround tho flownetor. This 
will mako di s conno ct ing tho f lcwnotor urine eossary in the event of 
failuro or clogging and will not stop fueling operations whila 
tho motor is boing disaonnoctod, i 

Z m Bomb and Rockot Disposal 

b. Hung bombs entl rockots brought aboard by returning strikes 
must bo qntiolpatod. A. good porcantoge of hung arnanont will lcavo 
the aircraft on landing, provision must bo made for qualified 
porsonnol to dofuso and jottlson this armamont with a nazinum of 
safoty and minimum of intorforonco to flight dock operations, 

3, Jot Aircraft Turn-up 



o * When turning up Jotniroraft on the flight rlook - wi th tails 
pointorl ovor ;tho side, caro must bo oxorcisod that SOrua- shipboard 
gunsights are not in lino with tho blast, Tho 20mm shipboard gun-, 
sight is rondorott inoporatiTo bv- tho apparent vibration of tho jot 
blast . Tho hoat effect docs not appear to bo a problem, 

1 RABT VI : Porsonnol, porformonoo and casualties 

Operations during this period were conducted with 79^ of the wartime comple- 
ment on board. The personnel shortage was somewhat aggravated by severe unbal- 
ances in Some rating groups and the shortage of non-rated personnel. The per- 
formance of personnel has been excellent, and they have stood up well under long 
hours at duty stations and hard work. Personnel have beeri ordered to the ship 
to build the on board figure up to about #5% of wartime complement which, will 
relieve the situation considerably t 

' L. K. RICE 
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S* 8 DEGLASSIFltD 

From: Commanding Officer 

To: Chief of Navel Operations 

Via: (1) Commander- Carrier Division THREE 

(2) Coimwnder SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander U. S. Naval Forces Far East 
Commander in Chief, U, S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action H ep ort for period 25 August through 6 September 1950. 

Ref: \>) CNO ltr Op 3^5 res ser 1197F3^ of 3 August «50. 

End* CD CTC-5 conf ltr ser 070 dated 20 September 1950, Action 

Report for period 25 August through 6 September 1950. fl* 

1. in accordance with reference- (a), the action report for the period 
25 August through 6 September 1950 is submitted, 

. PART I Composition of Own Forces and Missions: 

USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) "ith ComCarDiv THREE- and Carrier Air 
Group FIVE embarked departed SASEBO ^/fc J ^^^° 

cSS^ 

SEVENTH Fleet, CTF 77, and CTG 77U ifl ComCarDiv ONE. OTC is 
tiMiiwin /^T- 1 ^ ' 'icq MTTTPPTTJ-p SFA (CV-k7). The task force 
ComCarDiv ONE m the USS PHILIPPINE W „ . + ad lotions 

proceeded for Korean waters to furnish support for United Nations 

Forces in Korea.: . 

FART II Chronological Order of Events: 

\hont 1200 25 August 1950, the VALLEY FORGE dop&rted SASEBO 
Harbor Ja^^ort^ith elements of the SEVENTH Fleet, and con- 
ductod'AA fSng' practice during the afternoon with other units of 
Se tasfforce^ Practice was discontinued upon receipt of a report 
S a submf^e contact. The contact was ^er *valuat * 
subLSnt The task force then proceeded northward toward the 
operating urea in the Sea of Japan in formation k-R* 

Planes were launched August 26 to ^^ e ^ lo ^ r f i ^ PP °^ g 
eastern Korea and to strike targets north of the bomb l^o. During 
the night the task force steamed northward taking posi tion of .the 
east coast of North Korea where strikes were launched August 27 
against targets in the Wonsan-Chongjin, area. 

The task force retired from the area upon completion of the 
dav's operations and proceeded southward to rendezvous with the 
Replenishment Sroup, Task Group- 77.7, south" of the Korean Peninsula. 
ThTt™ groups rendeavoused early August 23, and the remainder of 
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.e™ay mas spent refueling, 



Daring tho night the task force took a position in the Yellow Sea 
from which strikes viere- launched August 29 for targets near Seoul 
and Inchon. From tho -same operating area the force struck 'at targets 
in the Chinanpo-Pongyang area August 30, 

After completion of air operations for the day, -the task force 
steamed southward to rendezvous with Task Group, 77.7 to refuel and 
rearm. Rendezvous "was effected early 31 August, j 

Upon completion of replenishment that night the task force 
steamed northward taking a .position in the Yellow Sea whero strikes 
against targets in the Seoul-Inchon area were launched on the morning 
of I September 1950, 

At noon,, emergency orders from ComNavFE were received to provide 
immediate all-out clos-e.air support for. tho 2$th Division of the 
6th Army in order to aid in repulsing enemy attacks in southeast 
Korea, All aircraft from the target area were recalled and close 
air support missions were launched from 1312K until dark. The task 
force remained in the operating area during the night and planes 
were launched for controlled support missions throughout the next 
day. 

Upon completion of air operations, the task force proceeded 
southward for rendezvous with Task Group 77,7 on 3 September, At 
3J+33K the task force ceased replenishment operations in response 
to an emergency request from U,.S. 8th Army Headquarters for close 
air support of UN ground forces in southeastern K6rea,. At 161* 5K, 
support missions were launched. After completion of air operations 
for" the day, the task force moved northward in tho operating area 
where strikes wore launched for targets in west control Korea on 
J+ September. At 1415K another emergency request for close air 
support for UN ground forces in southeastern Korea was received. 
Strike groups were recalled and., preparations rushed to launch support 
missions. At 1545K CinCFE annulled tho request for close support 
and the task force resumed its strike operations. The task force 
remained in the operating area during the night , 

At 0658K,5 September, weather reconnaissance flights were made 
over the target area. Target area weather was determined to be 
unfavorable for launch of strike missions ; whereupon the task force 
proceeded for SASE30, Japan to replenish, arriving about 1/+0OK, 
6 September 1950, 

PART III . Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment: 

No comment, ~ ■ 

PART _ IV Resume of Battle Damage - Own and .Enemy: 

The ship sustained no battle damage.. .For damage inflicted 
upon the enemy see enrXoavm (l), 1 

■ -2~- 
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PART V Comments ; 

A, Operations 

1, Use of jihergency Turns 

It ie recommended that two emergency turns pf the same 
magnitude not be given in quick succession by the OTC particularly 
at night in view of normal communication difficulties experienced 
in the task force. There are many tiriee when some ships do not 
receive the original transmission which entails a repetition of the 
signal and possible misinterpretation by other ships in the force. 
It is recommended that the second turn be made a diff orent magnitude 
in order to obviate the possibility of confusion and resultant 
hazard. 



B, Air Department 

1, Shipboard Plane Handling 

(a) During this reporting period frequent use was made of the 
"split spot" to give maximum flexibility on the flight deck. This 
spot consisted of seven jet aircraft on the extreme after end of the 
flight deck. Seven jets were used because it conveniently constitutes 
two full rowB of planes and only seven tractors are available for 
towing forward in case of the need for a ready deck. Ahead of. the 
jets the ADs were spottod in two rows : on one side of the flight deck; 
and the F4Us in two rows on the other, so that cither type could bo 
taxied out for launch vdthout moving the other. In front of these 
were spatted the special purpose aircraft: AD-3W, AD-3N, F4U-5N, 

and F4U-5P. If these special purpose aircraft are not needed for 
ASP, RAPCAP, or NITECAP there was ample room to strike them below 
using the side deck elevator. 

The principal reason for using this spot is to achieve maximum ' 
flexibility in order to meet the needs of 'the tactical situation 
■which many times required a shift from strike to close support or 
vice— versa on short notice, 

(b) During this period two emergency landings of jet air- 
craft were effected without injury to personnel or damage to the 
aircraft beyond the capacity of shipboard maintenance facilities 

to repair. In the first instance the eta-board landing gear could 
not be lowered. The plane made a normal landing, the hook engaged 
the wire normally and damage to the wing tip was all that resulted. 
The second plane had hydraulic failure and was unable to lower the 
hook or flaps, and was without aileron boost. On landing, the 
crippled plane engaged the first two jet barriers and came to rest 
with the right wing tip against the flight deck crash crane, parked 
alongside the island structuro. One main landing strut was sheared 
off and the right wing damaged to the extent that replacement was 
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PART, VI Personnel, Performance and Casualties: 
No cerements, , 



L. K. RICE 



Copy to: 

-*C1J0 (Advance) 2 (Airmail) 

ConAirPac 9 (Ainnail for further distribution as 

deemed appropriate) 

ConCarDiv ONE k ' 

ConCarDiv FIVE k 

CO, USS PHILIPPINE SEA 4 

CO, USS BOXER k 

CO, USS PRINCETON J+ 

CO, USS LH2TE k 

CAG 5 11 

CAG 11 1 

CAG 19 L 

CAG 3 1 

CAG 2 1 
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D. .C. HILLMAN 
LT. U.S. NAVY 
Administrative Officer 
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ECU5SMD DECLASSIFIED 

From: commanding offieor ■ NAVHISTDIV1NST 5500.1 

To: chiof of Naval operations By: QP-09B92C 

Via: {1J commandor carrier Division THREE : 

(2) commander Task Forco SEVENTY flEVEN (CTG "7 7 1 4 J 

{3) Commander SEVENTH Floot 

(4} Conmonder U.S. Naval Forces Far East 

(5 ) Commander in chiof , u.S* pacific Floot 

Subj; Action Report for porlod 6 through. 21 soptonbor 1950 

Rot: {q) CNO ltr OP 345 roa. sor 1197P34 of 3 August 1950 
(b) SEVENTH Floot Dispatch. 3123251 of Soptombor 1950 

Encl; (1) CVG-5 conf ltr sor 072-50 dtd 4 octobor 1930, 

Action noport for period 6 through 31 saptcmber 1950 

1, In accordance with roforonco (a) and (b) , the action report 
for tho period 6 soptombor through 31 soptenbor is subnittod.. 

P_AHT^_I composition of own Forces and Mission: 

U3S VALLEY FOli&jl (CV-45j with ComCerDlv THREE and Carrier Air 
C-roup FIVE ombarkod dopartod SASEBO Harbor, Japan^ 11 September 
1950 in company with other units of T^sk Forco 77 for op orations 
in accordanco with Commondor SEVENTH Floot operation Firm 9-50, 
Oommandar Amphibious Group ONE Oporation Order 14-50 and connrnder 
Carrier Division ONE Oporation Order 1-50. CTF 77 is comCcrDlv 
CNF. Comnander Joint Task Foroo SEVEN is conmandor nTSV^'TTE Fleet 
i.n USS liOCHESTEIi (0124), not in company, OTC Is ConccrDiv QWJ 
in tho USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47), The task forco procoodod for: 
Korean waters to furnish support for Unit od Rations Forces in 
amphibious a s sa ult on tho inchon-gooul aroa , 

PART II chronological ordor of Hvonts; 

Upon conpletion of reploni shnont , tho US3 VALLEY FOIiGS (CTT-45) 
dopartod SASEBO Harbor, Japan, at 0545, 11 soptombor 1950, and 
sortiod with other olomonts of Task Force 77, A A firing practice 
wqe conducted during tho. morning, upon complotion of firing prac- 
tico, the task force ferried formation 4-R and proceeded for tho 
opera t ing aroa wo et of Inchon , south Korea , During, the period 
from 12 to 15 soptombor tho VALLEY FORGE and its Air Group wore 
ongagod in air operations to soften up the Inchon-spoul aroa in 
preparation for D-Day, 15 soptombor, when UN Forces landed at 
Wolnii-Do end Inchon, Koroa. 
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During this period air strikes and sweeps w^ro conducted dur- 
ing all daylight hours with partial replenishment during Into 
afternoon of 13 September, 

pollowlng tho Initial landings at r T olnl-Do ond Inchon, rlrorr.ft 
woro flown in close and doop support of tho advancing troops* Dar- 
ing tho poriod from 15 to 21 septonber, carriers in the twslc greur 
rofuelod every third day with only defensive flight operations 
being conducted on roplcnlshnent days, Tho VALLEY FOIiGE bo^an 
replenishment according to this schodulo on 17 soptonber. 

During the afternoon of 15 soptonber Task Group 77.4 was joined 
by the USS B0X3II (CV-21) with carrier A It Group- TWO embarked. 

P/.B.T I II Fcrformonco of ordnance Material and squlpnont : 

No c ommont , 



I\AI^T_IV Roouno of Bottle Damage - own and .I]noay: 

Tho ship sustained no battlo damage For damage inflicted 
upon tho enemy see enclosure (1}» 

PART V Comments; 



Operations 



1* Logistics 

{ u ) The dofinito nood for more ozpeditious transfer of avia- 
tion gasoline to the carrier operating jet nircrrft was again appa- 
rent. During the current operations , jot sortios avor^ged 36 a 
day, with rosultant cvgas usage of approximately 30,000 gallons a 
day* The result of high tempo operations of both jet find propuller 
types, such as this was, necessitated tho taking on of some 100,000 
gallons every .third day. Experience to data with pro3ont type ^o> 
with but one avgas fueling station, Las shown the average maximum 
fuollng rata 'is approximately 27,000 gal/hr ?;t 3ot\, (This figuro 
may bo incroa sod when f uol ing via the forward f uol ing conne ct icn 
to tho forward tanks only) This rate nooossitrtea □ throo and a 
half hour period of considerable vulnerability to sub-surf a co and 
surprise air attack. If for good reason it is nocossary to re- 
plenish after as much as 3 or 4 days operations, the time alongside 
rapidly roachoa una c copta bio proportions. To s af ogua rd aga inst 
attack by a dotorminod opponent would roquiro an e bnornnlly strong 
scrocn or a fueling area wo 11 romovod from probablo enemy craf t u 
It should bo noted that in the current operations .the replenish- 
ment area was within 100 miles cf the operating nroa, thereby 
affording a minimum loss of time away from the operations. 
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.(b) It is urgently rccomnonded thr.t present type AOs bo rofitto 
to allow a socond aviation gasolino fueling stntiennft and that 
future construct i on bo such as to provido for a Qroctly occolontcfi 
iiransfor iato» 

S ccmbst Information 

(a) During this period the use of jot aircraft in cor. bet air 
patrol was extonsivo. it was found that tholr obvious rdvnntnga 
of spood over the propollor drlvon c ir craft ollniru.tos the require - 
ncnt of having tho CAT stationad on two or thrco aides -of the fore 
boccuao they can ho nancuverod with no nuch facility ns propollor 
aircraft and in much loaa ticio, Tho greatest difficulty not oil wltii 
omployiaont of jot aircraft on CAP Is tho poor jet tracking char- 
acteristics of the SX typo radar. Howovor, by tho use- of G Band 
IFF in conjunction with the SX raCar accoptablo jot tracking is 
achiovod. It has boon found that by stationing tho jet C7iP tit 
lonat 30 mllos from the controller that continuous tracking enn 
ho acconpllahcd with tho sx~G Band combination. ^xcollont oon- 
trollod Intercepts wcro conducted up to 50 mllos fron tho forco In 
tfciii mannor. Vossols in tho toak forco oquippod with SPS-6B rador 
havo maintained oxcellont. jot proscntatlon fron approximately 7 to 
■90 nlloss Conventional clrcraft havo boon picked up as for away 
as 140 miloa from the forco. 

It is recommended that in order to afford noro complete ccntrol 
of jet C^P ^nd more conplcto protection to the fleet by oarly de- 
tection of incoming flights, srs-*6B type radar be lnstallod on all 
Cv"3 at tho oarliost possible dato. It would also seam highly 
desirable for all other vossela responsible f or ' aircraft control 
to bo outfitted with the SPS-6B* 

(b) Because of the great amount of radio traffic concerning niJ 
control in a task group of two cr more carriers, tho usa of a dia- 
tlnct sir control not ia consldorod highly doalroble, utilizing 
tho CI not to carry this traffic ovorly crowds it and It thoroby 
loses much of its value for fast relay of information within /tho 
task foreco 

(c) C/jP control within the teak force was hindarod in ncny 
cases during this operation aa a result of heavy use of most air- 
craft VKF channels by TA2C afloat, T.'sCC ashore and T/.C «nd their 
TV\CP ond Ti\0 In the targot oroa. Frequently GAT experienced aoriot 
dolay In oxocut.Ing a voctor as a result of tho controller boing 
blocked out on tho air by e transmission from an amphibious or 
shore-basod controlled. It is folt this communication difficulty 
would provo disastrous if onomy a ir craft should attack. 

It Is re commondod that the aircraft and ships cfc fr.st 
oarrlor task forco bo crystallized so a minimum of two cl e a r 
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cinnno Is ho available f or CAP c ontrcl ojtrtlus ivoly when opcrci t ing 
vj.i.t.Mn 150 milos oi an amphibious operation or its VHF c tjuivr; lont » 

P'"i!J>T_ 71 per s onnol , porf ornnnco and Co sua It ics : 

Ho coEimont s * 



W. T. 5KIEIDS, 
Acting. 



C O"07 to;' 

Cc^AirPac 9 



ConC-arDiv OFE 


4 


CorriC'J^Div P I'VE 


4 




PHILIPPIC S2A 


4 


lj U ; -.JkSO 


BOX*!' 


4 


no j T J3d 




4 


i- u t n c? 


LEYTE 


4 


CiiG- S 




1 


CAC 11 




1 


CAG .10 




1 


uAG- 2 




1 


.C A G- 2 




1 



(airmail) 

(airmail for fufchor distribution 
as doomed appropriate) 



AUTK3N7ICATSD: 



D. 0. HIIIK4N, LT, DSN 
AdirirdBtrative Officer 




H E C £ I V E 

0PNAV 

cmr- section 

QC 1 1 9 1950 

cm 

teW ;c , . . (^3 



-4- 



' ' U.S»S. VALLEY FORGE ( CV-49.J 

Care of Floot post office 
CV45/A4-3 San Francisco, California 

Serial: 013 



14 Tenuar y 1951 



DECLASSIFIED 

From; commanding Officer MiuuicTnimiucT eenn i 

To: Chief of Naval operations NAW J^2S2|L|^° ai 
Via: (1) COiiEiQndcr carrier Division THESE ( CTG- 77*3) f>f- vri/*B&£U 

(2) compandor Task porco SEVENTY SEVEN (CTG-77.4) 

(3) commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(4) commander U»S. Naval po'rcos For: East' 

( 5 ) command or in chief t TJ.S*.peciflc Floet* 

Subj: Action Report for poriod 5 to 19 November 1950 

Ref: (q) CNO ltr OP-345 roa ser 1197p34 of 3 August 1950 

End: (1) ordnonco ozp ended and resume of damn go to the enemy p r 

1 9 In accordance wl th reforonoo (a), the action report for tho 
period 5 through 19 Nov ember is s ubmit t od * 



PART I Composition of own Forces and ] r ission; 



TJSS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) with command or carrier Division 
THREE (ISIC and cTG 77.3} and carrier Air firoup FIVS onbarkod 
d epa rt od SASEBO Harbor , Japan , in company w ith othor unit s of 
Task For c o SEVENTY-SEVEN and seventh Fleet for op or rt ions in 
accordance vrith commander SEVENTH Fleet Operation ordor 17-50 
and cor-imander carrior Division ONE Operation Order 3-50, modified* 
CTF 77 (Acting) is comcarDiv THliEEo ConSEVEMTHFlt onbr.rkod in 
TJSS MISSOURI (BB-63)* OTC is coracsrDiv TH'tEE* Tho task force 
proceeded for tho east coast of North Koroa to answer en emergency, 
r e quo at from UN ground forces for sir s upport neodod as a result / 
of chlnoso communist intervention in the Korean T ~ar» ' 



PART II Chronological Order of Evonts; 



ThQ USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) deported SASEBO Harbor, Jopan 
at 0733 on 5 November and sort led vith other olenents of Tnsk // 
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN and SEVENTH Fleet, winds up to 50 knots 11 
and hoavy seas necessitated a roduction in spoo d , d o laying a tar til 
of operations by sovon hours. on tho eftornoon of 6 Novonbor '( 
armed roconnalssance missions wore flo wn north of the bomblimo 
to tho Ha nchur ia n border in a r oa s assignod tho task forco. strikes,, 
close support; and jet swoops wore conductod during tho noit two \ 
days, on tho 9th the task forco was joined by tho USS PHILIPPINE 
SEA (CV-47) with ComcerDiv ONE { CTF 77) ombnrkod. The trsk forco 
woe assignod the mission of destroying bridges across tho Ye lu 
River at tho bound ry between iroroa and Man churl o , strikes wor o 
launchod on the changtion-ho~kou highway bridge, on tho 10th 
the USS VALLEY FORGE ( CV-45} replenished, on tho 11th end 12th 
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coordinated strikos wcro launched r gainst bribes at changtion- 
ho-kcu, oosich'-ngdong and sinuiju. one span of the Sinuiju 
highway bridge was destroyed by combined attacks by plnnoB cf 
tho IJSS Lj 1 ! Y T~j (C7-32) and 1733 VALLEY FOPGS {C\ r -i5)-cn tho 13th. 
On tho 13th tho force launchofl a coordinated strike on military 
installations in H'/ossnjin a-!', tho requoat cf TENTH Ccr^s, re- 
plenishment was crntuctod on the 14th. CIceo support and arnod 
rocconaissonao nissiens wore i'lcwii on tho 15th, tho scheduler; 
striko on sinuiju bridge being divortod duo to rostrictod vis>- 
Ibility at tho target. Following r oplonishmont cn the 17th, 
clos □ supnort ) rmod rcoccnsiascnoo end e eo; r c' inn ted str iko cn 
the sinuiju bridge were launched en tho 18th, Combined attacks 
by pln-ioa cf tho tTSS LEYTE {CV-32) and tho TJ3S rFILirPIHE Bl^\ 
|CV-<±7) C r • j 0- both bridges at Hyosanjin en the 17th, On the 
19th the TTSS VALLEY FOTiGE (CV-45) was detached fron the task 
for co to proceed to Y-koeukf- , Japan, preparatory *ic returning to 
the United 3 1 a t a s . 

On six of the thirteen days includod in tho report poriod, 
woother effected oir opor.-tions adversely. Although thoro wore 
no- days vrhen oil scheduled offensive air operations wore can- 
celled, at loost pert cf the fcrcds offensive power was abortod) 
dud to weather limitations cn 5, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
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A* Operations 

1. /,ir Operations 



(a) During this period coordinated strikes wore conducted 
against railroad and highway bridges across the i T cnchurion border 
employing tho skyra id ors as divo bombers carrying ono and two 
thousand pound gonornl purpose bombs and utilising 



fighter bombers with the primary mission of b 
and strafing AA positions. For tho first time 
sign, duo to tho advont of tho Chinese 



mbing , 



tho corsairs as 
rc ckot-ing , 
in the Itoroon camp- 
Communist Air Force into 
or, tho jets were omployod as fighter cover for the 
thoy were In tho target aroa. The targets woro app 
£25 miles from the launching position. iy launching tho 
minutes after tho prop launch the props wqro afforded 
protection 8 to 10 minutes prior to the cttcck end cn arditi 
minutes whilV in the. .t argot aroa . ;. second jet launch 10 to 15 
miniitos after tho first jot launch from a carrier in company 
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af f or dad 
area, 



cover for tho props m 



thoir retirement fron the tarfct 



On 



two occasions enemy jets wore encountered by T/.LL3Y 



?0LC /.; juta! on the first occasion tho onony. jets did not make an 
Sack F-ovor, en tho scene! cession a HIG-15 ,a s a hot down 

seen to explode on striking the ground. The skyrni | 
corsairs wore not sttackod by onony filters at any tine, onc.unt- j 
erinc -nly fire fron f,A bettorios, j 

(c i it is noted with crave concern the reported superior J 
.orfcmio of the KIG-15 as compared tc tao F9F-J, It is believe , 
that if they hod been nanncd by pilots as a f^res s ive one well 
trained as oura thrt own pilot and plane losses would hove boon | 
(jrcicti 

(C) It is believed that all neons available should bo on- i 
ulrvo^ in novolopinr. n carrier based filter that will compare , 
favorably if not out perform any aircraft a potential onony nay 
put in tho air, am- equip the fleet with this aircraft at tho 
oarliost possible dote. 

fa) The operational personnel who should have boon cm- 
voraant with FT? S24 (Selection of Bonbs and Fuzes for destruction 
of various Tnrfiots) wore "hot awaro of this publication for tno 
first throe nonths of the Korean C anpaU;n, Its existence was 
discovered mly by accident. It is roc-nnonded that a copy of this 
^licetirn be hold by the ,"ir opor- tions -Section of the operations 

S And that it be added to the list of required publications 
of tho operations section and be included in the Type Germand- 

er's Administrative inspection chock off list. 



2. intollif'once 

(q) murine the period of this report the Mr intelligence 
section functioned satisfactorily and intelligence notorial viaa 
adequate for the assigned miaaion. ycrovov, the L±t Intelligence 
qoction has suffered from peacetime complacency since tho i 
V 'I liST FC^ (CV-45J and carrier "ir f-roup FIVE became involved in 
tho Korean Conpai G n, .^though intelligence material pertaining t< 
the eastern pacific area was roquostod prior to the sailing cf t:; 
vessel tr.m the Test Coast n-no was received, ;,orial noviCEticn . 
charts had been ordered for all possible areas and were auoquate 
for the initial opor- tiens. Trained personnel wore not available, ; 
,on board, therefore it ves necessary tc train inoxpori onooa person^, 
as tho operations progressed* \\ 

(b) ^";Oh squadron based aboard rcquiros a non-flying air j 
irtelli-ence' J offiocr in order to insure thorough and up to the \\ 
ninuto briefinr. . f .ir Group FIV2 was forced to plaoe this arcoa 
burden on its flyinf; personnel with inconpleto briefing and c o- 
briefinr as an end result. Photo interpretation was a "lest ort 
t the -ir IntolUronco Suction. Two reserve officers wore anally 
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received on br.nrd in September coning directly fr^n civilian pur- 
suits oftor being completely div reed fron phctc interpretation 
ft-ric sinco 1945, a period of approximately 5 yonre. Odiously the 
v?crk waa aot of q required standard fcr on appreciable period, 

(c) It is rosonmonded that an onorroncy source of troinod 
-di^tc inter-rotation officers bo nado available in aerial pfcr-tp 
trailing sqrodr^ns ashore tc moot situations of this noturo in tho 
float, 'in addition, Tihotc interpreters should definitely bo node 
nvoiloblo in the organized rosurvos whore thoy nay koop thoir 
training at rn acceptable standards 

ffl) in rdor to nn into in on acceptable st'to of roadinoss 
in thu intelligence section it is rocntiiondod that durin* poacotlno 
it bo ncn^otcry for tho following tc obtain on CV typo carriers: 

(1) That the officer assigned tc tho nir int olligonco 
billot bo a groduato of nn intelligence schorl find that this be a 
prinnry billot, 

(2) Have at loast cno AJZ oradurtc of photo intcrpr etc t i c 
School asairnod to the ph'tc laboratory during peacotimc and readily 
available for tho air intelligence section v:hon an emergency arises. 

(3) That rt YIT3 or vttsn ^o asaignod for typing, filing, 
and other office duties. 

(4) phot a men bo assigned to tho Intelligence section 
familiar with eorial cherts, publications, end conn-n chartrccn 
aquipment , 

(o) It is rocoruaondod that a job classification codo unde: 
tho basic rote of j-ir operations nan be established tc hnndle the 
]cb described in paragraph (d){4) above. 

(f) p t ocoi;iriondod changes to tho bosic v;artino and peacetime 
allowances nro boing forwarded* und or separate correspondence, 

3, operations ^valuation 

(o) There appoars to be a dofinito nood fcr an operations 
analyst on an operating sorrier. nepr os onto t i ves from various bur- 
eaus and fron several boards a^pearod cn the ship fron tino to tino, 
all requesting various data and records. Tho lnfornotion,^ though 
available, had to bo dug out by personnel whose primary job was 
cporotionol. The limited tine available to rest of these represent- 
atives "ften necessitated inooanleto and perhaps inconclusive data 
being obtained. It is felt, however, thot had an officor, or toon, 
boon'dotailod on tho ship to d- nothing but collect dtta of any and 
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received on boord in gwptonbor coning directly frm eivllicc rur- 
suJta oftor bolnn cn-^lotely div rcod fron photo int orprot c ti c n 
wrk slnco 1945, a period of approximately 5 yonrs. obviously the 
vrrrk was act of a required standard for on npprociablo period. 

(c) It is rosonmonded that gi; onorroncy scurco of troinoc! 
-ih^tc intor-rototicn officers bo no Co available in aerial phrto 
trainirfi sqoadrons ashore to moot situations of this nature in tho 
fleet, 'in addition, photo interpreters should definitely bo node 
Rvailablo in tho organized rosurvos whore thoy nay keep thoir 
tralnino, tit on ccco^toblo stondcrd, 

tfl) in rdor to nn into in on accoptablo at* to of roadinoss 
in tho intollificmco section it is roconnendod that during poooatlno 
it bo nendotory for tho foller.'inf: tc obtain on CV tyro enrriors; 

(1) That the officer nssirnod tc tho air int cllifonco 
billot bo a praduato of nn intelligence achcol and that this bo a 
prlnnry billot, 

(2) Fovo nt loaat one A^Z {.rcdurto of photo interprets tic 
School assigned to the ph'to laboratory during peacotinc and readily 
available for tho air intelligence soction when on oncrgoncy arises. 

(3) Thnt n Y1T3 or TJTSN ossignod fcr typing, filing, 
and other offico duties. 

(4) That a nan bo assigned to tho Intelligence section 
familiar with aorial charts, publications , end conn' r. chartroon 
aqulpnent , 

(o) It is rocoruaondod that a job classifies ti cn codo unde: 
the basic rate of Air operations nan be established to handle the 
job described in paragraph (d){4) abovo. 

(f) poconr.iondcd changes to tho bosic waitino and peacetime 
allowances nro boing f c rwardod^ und or separate correspondence, 

3 • Operations j;? a 1 u a t i o n 

(a) There appears to be a dofinito neod for an operations 
analyst on an operating carrier. Sepr os onto t i ves from various bur- 
ecus and from several boards eppoarod on the ship Tt r. tino to tino, 
all requesting various data and records. The lnf ornot ion , ^ the ue h 
available, had to bo dug out by porsonnel whose primary job was 
operational. The limited tino available to rest of thoao represent- 
atives "ften nocossitnted incomplete and perhaps inconclusive data 
boinr obtained. It is felt, however, thot had on officer, or toon, 
beon'dotailod on the ship to d- nothing but collect dtita of any and 
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all operational intorest f r :i tho ooiunonconont r f eperrtions , 
thon a ruady sourco of information viculd hevo boon lnnoflintoly 
availcblc* tc any and all fista sjokcrs, It is bollovod that such 
a bill Lit. shculd be sot up as a wnrtino billot and flllod at tho 
c , t;r :., 0t ,.h r^c cti cable datu upon the conmoncomont of any typo combat J 
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OHDIMNCE 3XPSHDED /:ND RESUME^ OF TV.f\>Cr£ TO TH3 EtfEIfY 
Tons bombs; 225,8 - 5" HV/;R: 542 - 6,5« set 26 - Tiny Tins 
20 MM Ticino ; 25, 480 

DESTROYED 



1. 



2. TARGET 



Aircraft 
Trucks 
carts 
Tanks 
Boxcars 
2H Bridges 
Hwy Bridgos 
Tjarchousos 

Troop concentrations 
Barro cks 
^nno Dumps 
Supply Dunps 



1 
27 



5 
1 



d;.: ; aged 



13 

a 

2 
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24 
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Care of Fleet Post Office 
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1 February 19 51 



Frsm: Commanding Officer 1 DECLASSIFIED 
To: Chief of Naval Operating NAVH1STDIV1NST 5500.1: 

Via: (1) Commander Task Fofde SEVENTY-SEVEN By: 0P-09B92C 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces Far East 

(4) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for the period 19 December 1950 through 
19 January 1951 

Ref: (a) CNO restricted ltr Op-345/aa ser II97P34 dtd 3 Aug 1950 

1. In accordance with reference (a) the Action Report for the 
period 19 December 1950 through 19 January 1951 is hereby sub- 
mitted: 



PART I: Composition of Own Forces and Mission 

Complying with ComNavFE secret despatch 130326Z of 
December 1950, the USS VALLEY FOflGE (CV-45) with Carrier Air 
Group TWO embarked departed independently from Yokosuka, Japan 
•n 19 December 1950 joining CTF 77 (ComCarDiv ONE) embarked 
in the U5S PHILIPPINE 3Ea (CV-47) and other units of TF 77 on 
22 December 1950. 

Carrier Air Group TWO commenced operations under the 
command of Commander D. M. WRITE, USN and eleven staff officers 
with the following complement of pilots and number of aircraft; 



Squadron No. of Pilots No. .of Aircraft 

VF-24 29 17 F4U-4 

VF-63 27 17 F4U-4 

VF-64 26 17 F4U-4 

VA-65 26 20 aD-2 - 2 AD4C 

VC-35 6 3 AD4N 

VC-3 4 2.P4U-5N 

VC-11 5 3 AD4W 

VC-61 * 5 3 F4U-4P 

HP-1 1 1 H03S 



Total 130 65 



On 7 January I951 Commander R. F. ROD, USN assumed command of 
Air Group TWO. 



The mission of Task Force 77 was to provide close air 
support, air cover and air interdiction to enemy forces in support 
of UN Troops in Korea in accordance with Commander SEVENTH Fleet 
Operation Order 18-50 of 12 December 1950. 




PaRT lit Chronological Order of Events 

(a) 19 Dece^-er 1950: Departed independently from Yokosuka, 

Japan at.,Q024 to proceed to Task i orce 77 in Korean Waters, 
Laun^ed HU-2 detachment of 8 helicopters for First Marine Air Wing 
.at'Itami, Japan for further transfer to VMO-6. 

20 December 1950: Conducted refresher landings, day and 
night. The U33 H0LLIST2R (DD-760) and U3S OZBODRK (DD-o46) joined 
the U33 VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) to act as escort. 
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21 December 1950: Conducted day refresher landings before 
passing through Van Diemen Straits. 

22 December 1950: Launched tow target planes for aA firing 
practice conducted by 5 inch, 40 and 20 hH weapons. Rendezvoused 
with Task Force 77 at 1605. 

23 December 1950: Conducted close air support operations 
on roads and villages containing troops ?n. the vicinity of Hanhung. 
Planes were vectored to targets by Army and Air Force controllers. 
Ensign J. R. BRINKLEY, 506737/I3IO, USh , in F4U-4 Bu. Ko. 96G99 
crashed from enemy aA fire north of Hungnam. Pilot and plane were 
lost in flames. Attacks for the day were made on Kolori, Tongdong, 
Chosin Reservoir, ,; anpung-ni, Songburi, Changhungni, Toejo, and 
Oro-ri in 56 sorties, 

24 December 1950: Air Oper tions consisted of aSP and CaP 
over formation. Ten sorties were flown. 

25 December 1950: Launched tow tar et planes for Aa firing 
practice by U33 PHILIPPINE 3Ea (CV-47) and destroyer screen. 
Replenished 525,166 gallons of fuel oil, 63,000 gallons of aviation 
gasoline, and 74.3 tons of ammunition. 

26 December 1950: Remained with replenishment Task Group 
79-1 and received 120,614 gallons of fuel oil and 6,135 gallons of 
aviation gasoline, 

27 December 1950: Remained with replenishment Task Group 
79-1 and received 61,113 pounds of provisions. 

28 December 1950: rith the evacuation at Hungnam completed, 
close air support involved reconnaissance attacks on road routes 

in Eastern Korea north of the bombline. Air Force controllers also 
pointed out specific targets for attacks. Attacks were also made 
on Kalchon, Papori, Kuun-ni, Chigyong-dong, Hwachon, and Songdongni 
in 32 sorties for the day. 
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29 December 1950: Close air support continued in Eastern 
Korea with attacks made on twelve small villages, troops, and 
vehicles along the road routes. 76 sorties were flown. 

30 December 1950: Attacks were made on seven villeges, 
troops, and a bridge inflicting considerable damage and troop 
casualties. 12 sorties were flown. Operations were dclayed^due 
to bad weather, 

31 Deceiver 1950. Rendezvoused with replenishment Task 
Group 79.1 and received 227,220 gallons of fuel oil, 43,500 gallons 
of aviation gasoline and 11.8 tons of ammunition. 

1 January 1951: .Early morning combat air patrol started 
flight operations and was followed by close air support and photo 
reconnaissance flights over Northeast Korea. Attacks we^e made 
on Wontong-ni, /hachcn, Pla-ri, Kisar..-ni, Kumhwa, Hyon-ni, and 
3indal-ri, Damage was rendered to warehouses, buildings, trucks, 
and bridges. Troop casualties were estimated low. Photographers 
recorded conditions of many highway bridges, RR tunrels and bridges 
and road routes. 51 sorties were flown,' 

2 January 1951: The close air support operations this date 
ircluded attacks on Kumwha, Ponge-ri, Chang J on, Sacgtan-ni, 
Kojin-ni, Songbyon-ni, Kaesokyo, Chorwon, Yanggu, Kumsong, 
Tongduch-ri, and many small villages where troops were concentrated, 
Five moMle guns and an artillery piece were destroyed in addition 
to damage to targets similar to 1 January 19?1. Photo reconnais- 
sance recorded enemy activity in villages and troop movements along 
main routes, 91 sorties were flown. 

3 January 1951: Continued close air support operations with 
attacks on Uijongbu, Kogo, Yonggin-ni, Oenyan-ni, V/onson, Tokaho- 
tan, 3ongbyon-ri, Pyongni, Hwachon, Chipo-ri, Yarstgu and smaller 
villages as directed by controllers, 90 sorties were flown. 

4 January 1951: Rendezvoused with Task Group 79.1 and 
replenished with 156,702 gallons of fuel oil, 98,530 gallons of 
aviation gasoline and 144.7 tons of ammunition. 

5 January 1951s Close air support operations included 
attacks on Kosong and many small villages where troops had 
concentrated. A large number of enemy troop casualties were 
estimated for the strikes this date. 91 sorties were flown. 

6 January 1951: Flight operations were cancelled because 
of low ceiling and poor visibility. CoraCarDiv FIVE broke nil- 
flag aboard the u:S VALLEY FORGE (CV-45). 
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7 January 1951: Rendezvoused with replenishment Task 
Group 79.1 and received 114,912 gallons of fuel oil, 36,600 
gallons of aviation gasoline, and 62.2 tons of ammunition, 

6 January 1951: Flight operations were cancelled due 
to low ceiling and poor visibility, ComCarDiv FIVE hauled down 
his flag in USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) and departed for USS 
PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47). 

9 January 1951: Low ceiling and poor visibility con- 
tinued to prevent flight operations. USS GURKE (DD-7o3) came 
alongside and received 61,530 gallons of fuel oil, 

10 January 1951: Poor weather prevented flight operations 
Task Force moved to position off southern end of the Korean 
Peninsula. 



11 January 1951: Flight operations were delayed until 
noon, for better visibility. Close air support attacks were 
made on Kangnong, Suwon, and Pyongyong-ni. Damage included a 
number of buildings and RR cars, and some troon casualties were 
observed, 33 sorties ^ere flown, 

12 January 1951: Close air support attacks wjre made on 
Wonju, Chunchon-ni, Kangnong and some troop trenches. The 
operating distance from the base location hampered proper 
execution of missions. 60 sorties were flown, 

13 January 1951: Rendezvoused with replenishment Task 
Group 79.1 and received 361,746 gallons of fuel oil, 41,000 
gallons of aviation gasoline and 68.2 tons of ammunition, 

14 January 1951: Close air support and armed reconnais- 
sance attacks were made on Yongwal, Kosuri, Cheksong-ni, and 
Hangnung damaging warehouses, many large buildings, a radio 
antennae and accounting for some enemy troop casualties surround- 
ing the evacuation of friendly troops by helicopter. The photo 
mission located a mobile gun near iviajukkoni. 65 sorties were 
flown. 



15 January 1951: Close air support and armed reconnais- 
sance missions destroyed four villages, 220 troop casualties, 
and 160 buildings in many small villages including Suwon, 
Pyongchang, Kawachon, Anson and Kongchon, 68 sorties were flown. 
Ensign E. J. H0FSTRA, 0507028/1310, USN, ditched his F4U-4, Bu. 
No. 98865 near V'onsan and was rescued by a British Sunderland 
Flying Boat. 

16 January 1951: Close air support and armed reconnais- 
sance attacks were made on Hoeng-song, Ouigong-ni, Yongwal, Yong- 

chun and other Small v1 11 S Cfifi ^ind rtflmspp was yonrtoroH ■t-n a Vi 1 crhtna \r 
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17 January l9?l> Rendezvoused with replenishment Task 
Group 79.1 and received 413*952 gallons of fuel oil. 35,000 
gallons of aviation gasoline, and 98.6 tons of ammunition. 

18 January 19JJ1: Close air support and armed reconnaissance 
attacks were made on Chonchon-ni, Sangchang, Bougui, Tachwa-ri, 
Suwan, 3inwon-ri and smaller villages. One HR bridge was destroyed 
and two highway bridges were damaged. 71 sorties wore flown. The 
photo flight verified the bridge damage. 

19 January 1951: Close air support and armed reconnaissance 
attacks were made on many small villages including Tanyang, Wondong 
and Yongwal. 60 buildings and two RR bridges were damaged, iviany 
troop casualties were reported, 98 sorties were flown. DeDarted 
operating area, for Sasebo, Japan. 

(B) Summary of Sorties 



Offensive 
Defensive 

Photo Reconnaissance 
leather Reconnaissance 
Tractor 
Courier 



MTHI: Performance of Ordnance Material and Equipment 
(a) Ammunition Expenditure: 



F4U 


AD 


Total 


547 


273 


620 


78 


43 


121 


39 


00 


39 


1 


9 


10 





2 


2 


1 


1 


2 



TYPE 

Bombs: 100# G.P. 

220# Frags. 

2?0# G.P. 

260# Frags. 

500 fr G.P. 
1000# G.P. 
2000# G.P. 

TYPE 

Machine Gun 

Ammo: 50 Caliper, rds, 

20MM, rds. 



Rockets : 
Napalm: 



5" HVAR 

ff-51 and Mk. 12 
Drop Tank. 



QUANTITY 

2959 

239 

146 
149& 

190 

109 
18 

QUANTITY 



422,325 
39,695 

462 

712 
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(B) Performance of Ordnance Equipment; 

See special comments, P^RT VI. 
Z^Z-Itl Battle Damage: 

■\\'.- "Damage to ships ^None, 
{V.; Tjimage v: aurora:""!;; 

F4<J AD 



F4U :VD T&L 



Lost S P 


1 


1 4 


Damaged 2 4 


2 


? 8 


Damage inflicted on ensniy; 






TARGETS 




DAMAGED 


Aircraft 





1 


Trucks 


4 


12 


Tanks 


2 





Carts 


17 


4 


RR Bridges 





5 


Highway Bridges 





14 


Field Pieces 


8 





Armed Cars 


1 





RR Cars 


3 


8 


ahuio Dumps 


3 





Supply Dumps 




3 


l/7a rehouses 


2Q 


19 


Villages 


' ±i 


49 


Houses 


400 


12 


Oil Storage Tanks 


1 





Observation Posts 


1 





Radio Stations 





1 


Junks 





1 



Troops 



PART Vj Personnel 



Possibly 4,000 casualtie 
Ko means of confirming 
estimate. 



(A) Performance: See Special Comments, PaRT VI. 

(B) Casualties: Ensign J. H. BHIKKLEY, 506737/1310, USK 

killed in Action. 
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PART VI: Special Comments 
(A) Airmen Training: 

Large drafts cf AA and AN ratings have been received during 
the past three (3) months. These men were all eager and willing to 
take their places in the ship, but were conraletely ignorant in the 
scope of airplane handling, aviation ordnance, aviation gasoline 
handling, and fundamental knowledge of aircraft, This i^-^d the 
problem of training and absorbing large numbers of Dsrsonr^ol into 
tne Air Department during rather strenuous operations. 

It is recommended that a study be made of recruit training 
of airmen with an eye toward giving them at least a wording know- 
i? d I? °{ the sub J e cts listed, in the paragraph above. It is not 
difficult to visualize the type of training required to make them 
.amillar with these subjects, whether they go "to an airman 
carrier or not It will still e sound, training and well worth the 
effort. This is particularly true in the field of aviation safety, 
it would be a relatively simple -oroUem to simulate a flight deck 
or parking ramp with their inherent dangers of uropellors, high 
noise level, wing folding and taxiing. ' ' 

(B) Aviation Ordnance: 



, During the period covered by this renort the use of napalm 
as a primary weapon reached an all-time high. This brought to 
light certain deficiencies in the handling of napalm on v oard 
aircraft carriers. 

Consideration should be given toward the development of a 
suitable napalm container. At the nresent time the Japanese man- 
uiactured F-?l tank and the Mark 12 external iuel tanks are used. 
Both are unsuitable as napalm containers although they will serve 
the purpose for the time being. The Mark 12 tank is too expensive 
to use as a napalm container. More important, ho^-eve^, is the 
JJ-f^uUy encountered in hanging or dropping the Mark 12 tank when 
£ if?-. h napalm. During cold weather operations the tanks must 
be filled at a central filling station since it is mandatory to use 
hot- gasoline. This, of course, necessitates transporting the full 
tank to the aircraft and hanging the full tank. For transporting 
full tanks the Mark 5 Mod torpedo-bomb skid is used. This skid 
serves the purpose but is large and somewhat unwieldy. This limits 
the number that can be assembled on the flight deck which in turn 
limits the number of tanks that can be handled- in a given time. If 
and when a napalm container as such is developed consideration 
should be given to adapting it for transportation on a Mark-1 Mod-1 
bomb skid. These skids are available in large numbers and can be 
easily stowed in a matter of minutes thereby not interf errine with 
flight deck operations. 
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At the present time the Mark 12 tank is sussended by using 
a Mark 7 or 8 bomb hoist in conjunction with a "home-made" belly 
strap. This system is rather awkward since it retuires about thre 
men to juggle the tank the last two or three inches of the way. 
In the development of a napalm container a padeye *etwee'- the sus- 
pension lugs should be installed to receive the swaged fitting 
of thd bomb hoist cable* This will insure rapid loading and un- 
loading o: the full tank. It is pointed out that this proposed 
padeye must be small enough to allow the tank to reach the sus- 
pension hooks without interference between the padeye and bomb 
cable swage fitting and the bomb rack. 

The deficiencies noted above also apply to the Japanese 
tank with the additional undesirable feature of having to bash 
~ : n the tank to accomodate sway braces. 

The Mark-1 Mod-0 Incendiary Mixer is used to mix napalm 
powder and gasoline. This mixer is unsatisfactory. All napalm 
must be sifted prior to usinp in the lvlark-1 Mod-0 mix^r. It is 
necessary for one man to continually agitate the ore-sifted napalm 
as it is poured in the mixer to prevent clogeing. On the flight 
deck this is a rather messy procedure. It is strongly recommended 
that serious consideration be giver, toward the development of a 
larger and more adequate mixer. The proposed development should 
envision a large mixer capable of handling at least 1000 pounds 
of _ napalm powder. The mixer should be mechanical and have the 
ability to mix automatically a pre-determined napalm mixture. 

At the present time the S3R? and 34R8 igniters are used on 
napalm bombs. While the percentage of duds has been very low it is 
felt that some duds have occurred as the result of the igniters 
inability to arm due to the tumbling of the napalm bomb. Experi- 
ments should be conducted to ascertain the ability of the 
anemometer type arming device on these igniters to rotate the 
required 18 turns on a tumbling bomb dropped from low altitudes. 
The tumbling bomb is more desirable than the finned bomb since 
it gives a better "spread" of napalm and resultant iires. 
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Copy to: 

CNO (Advance) 

ComAirPac 



2 

10 



(Airmail) 

(Airmail for further distri- 
bution as deemed ap ! ropriat 



ComCarDiv ONE 
ComCarDiv FIVE 



4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
2 



CO, USS PHILIP: IK •• SEA 
CO, U3S BOXER 
CO, USS PRINCETON 



CO, USS L^YTS 
CTF 77 
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San Francisco, California 



2 April 1951 



From: 

To: 

Via: 



Commanding Officer 

Chief of Naval Operations 

(1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY- SEVEN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces FaR EAST 

(4) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 
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NAVHISTDIVINST 5500.1 
By: OP-09B92C 



Subj : 

Ref : 

Ends 



o^i 011 ? e P°rt for the period 31 January 1951 through 
2b March 1951 

(a) CKO rest ltr 0p~345/aa ser 1197P34 dtd 3 Aug 1950 

CD Pilot Briefing Form f, *■ 

(2) Pilot Debriefing FormV : 

(3) ACI Organization Chsr£ 

t 

1. In accordance with reference (a) the Action Renort for the 
period 31 January 1951 through 26 March 1951 is hereby submitteds 

PART I: Composition of Own Forces and Mission 

Complying with ComSEVENTtiFlt secret despatch 260138Z of 
January 1951, the USS VALLEY FOKGE (CV-4?) ^ith carrier Air Group 
Tvi/O embarked got underway enroute from Sasebo, Ja P rn to the 
operating area in company with the USS OZBOURK (DD-bcO n^c 
MCCAFFERY (DD-660) and DesDiv 52 on the morning of -U ja*viary 
and joined CTF 77 (ComCarDiv Oi\E) embarked in the USS PHILIPPINE,' 
SEA (CV-47) and other units of TF 77 01 1 February 1951. After ' 
16 days cf operating the USS VALLEY FOHGE returned to the port of 
Yokosuka, Japan on 26 February 1951 for a period of maintenance 
and upkeep. By order of ComSSVEKTHFlt secret despatch 0b0556z 
of March 1951 the VALLEY FORGE, with Carrier Air Groun T T YC and 
ComCarDiv ONE embarked, again returned to the operating area in 
company with the USS MISSOURI (BB-63), USS BOLE (DD-755) , and USS 
LOFBERG (DD-759) on the morning of 11 March 19;1 and joined TF 77 



consisting of the USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47) } 
(CV-37), an d other units on 13 March 1951. 



LSS PKINCETOi'' 



Commanding Officer of Carrier Air GrouT T'VO was R. W. 
RYK'D, CDRj USN, with the following complement of pilots and 
number of aircraft at the beginning of flight operations: 



SQUADRON 

VF-24 
VF-63 
VF-64 
VA-65 
vc-35 
vc-3 
vc-11 
vc-61 

CVG-2 & Staff 



NO. OF PILOTS 

29 
27 
26 
28 

6 
4 

5 

5 
10 



m. OF AIRCRAFT 

17 F4U-4 
17 F4U-4 
17 F4U-4 

l£ AD-2, 2 AD-4, 2 AD-4Q 
3 AD-4N 
3 F4U-5K 
3 AD- 4^ 
3 F4U-4P 



vt 



PART II: Chronological Order of Events 

gBGLASSlFlED 

(A) _ 1/31/51: Underway enroute from Sasebo, Japan to operating 
area in company with destroyer escort. Launched ferry flLht 

rt^iS Z 7f e * — Pan and ¥ ndeA courier planes from Itazuke. ^ Con- 
ducted hA firing practice. 

t , ^ n ( 5U Rendezvoused with TF 77 in the early morning. 
Launched close air support strikes and photo missions over North- 
eastern Korea with 58 sorties for the day. 

^„^r, 2 / 2/ l U ■ ui ? ^ nC , h f d Cl0se air su PP ort > bridge strikes, photc 
missions and night hecklers. Several hundred troop casualties 
were inflicted. 31 sorties were flown. 

u 2 (}(V-' Alr attacks consisted of close air support and 

bridge strikes taking a toll cf several hundred enemy troop 
casualties, 30 houses containing troops, and damaging two RR 
bridges. 60 sorties were flown. 

->i« «„« 2//4// ^ 1: Rendezvoused with replenishment groun and rerei 

3 Vnl n g l llnns ° f fued oil» 65,000 gallons of aviation gasoline 
and 76,7 tons of ammunition, 

2/5/51: Conducted close air support, bridge strikes, 
photo missions and night heckler attacks. Dropped two spans 
on rtR bridge. 53 sorties were .flown. 

2/6/51 : Plight operations were limited to der^o 
sorties due to low ceiling and icing conditions. Six sorties wt= 3 
flown. The US 3 CUNNINGHAM (DD-752) and the U:H EVANS (DD-754) 
came alongside and received 68,010 and 54,504 gallons of fuel 
oil respectively. 

2/7/51 : Weather conditions delayed flight operations 
until late morning. Close air support, bridge strikes, and 
photo missions were conducted in two events totaling 47 sorties 
for the day. Two F4U aircraft were lost, one on catapult take- 
off in which Ensign G. A. MARTIN, 0505344, USft was not recovered 
and the other on landing approach in which Ensign G. W. STINNETT, 
Jr., 0507B0O, USB was recovered by helicopter. 

2/8/51 s Rendezvoused with replenishment group and 
received 298,956 gallons of fuel oil, 36,830 gallons of aviation 
gasoline and 141.2 tons of ammunition. 

. 2/9/51 ! .Launched early morning hecklers only. Further 
flight" operations were prevented by snow and icing conditions, 
Eight trucks were destroyed in five sorties for the day. 

2/10/51 ! Close air support, bridge strikes, photo 
missions and night heckler attacks were conducted in' 57 sorties 
which accounted for damage to two RR bridges and one highway 
bridge. 

2/11/51: Conducted close air support, bridge strikes 
and photo missions in 85 sorties which inflicted approximately 
100 enemy troop casualties. 
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2/24/51.- Poor weather prevented flight operations. 

gasolme, and 116.3 tons of »tion ' J gall ° nS ° f action 
for iokos^afjapanr 1 '* 8 ' 3 frOB «*"™tfc><S area in the TOrnlng 
Yokosukff Jalan7 3/2/51 ' Enr ° Ute from th ° operating area to 

Japan fof mlLteincffnc Z^V° PUi *° nt M «. **o«**, 

operati^arS'in^o'pInv SMJ™ ^osuira, .apan to the 
MISSOURI (BB-63) joined the f5rma tl " y ?n r fF°*il ' J ' h? . 
ships conducted AA firing practice!" afternoon and all 

operati^S: Snduc^^gf *pan to the 

Jin in mg practice eni'out-3. 

. 3/13/51 t Rendezvoused with ^ on , , 
group in the ecrly sfterroor%r^ Li • 77 J a 52 re "ier.ishment 
fuel oil. * *" err -°°r. and received 274,974 gallons of 

naval gunnre^omngf aldlnltVmf^^' special - *trike., 
the day. Three (3) hichwav hr?J™ lss t on V n 71 sorties for 
damaged. nigrway bridges ana s locomotive were 

hecklersf bridge "rfke^ P £^^L OMl,t * <* ^ corning 
missions in 57 sorties ' F ?S' ^f ^ e s P ottl ng and r.hcto 
highway bridge were damaged! rallroad bridges and one ■ 

railroaf "eler, *rU S * strides, 

lumber destroyer snecial stfitf: y „ ? c to '* s alon S tracks, and 
Photo missions. I- ive (5) railroad h"? 1 gUnflre s ?°t"ng and 
lumber piles were ^ll^Tottill^U ffown?* «— * and 

hecklerlf^g'e Sgg^SgJ-** **r* corning 

m Se &. (6) ™ U?0 « a »M Sers 

recelv.^^, fS^ 8 ^^"^* g-up and 
gasoline, and 2 9 4.2 tons of a^uniilon? ' ? g l0nS ° f Evl ^ion 
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2/14/51 J Poor weather conditions prevented flight 
operations with- the exception of a special search misjjon. 
35^585 gallons of fuel oil wore transferred to the USS 
CUNNINGHAM (DD-752) , 41,792 gallons to the USS HOLLISTEi. 
CDD-78G), 46,008 gallons to the USS OJOft (DD-742) and 
44,218 gallons to the USS FISKE (DD-842). 

2/15/51 : Cpnducted close air support, bridge strikes, 
and photo missions in 105 sorties damaging three highway 
bridges, destroying seven trucks, and inflicting 350 enemy 
troop casualties, A successful wheels up landing in an kDK 
aircraft was ccnpletsd by LTJG R. C. MAXWELL, 0476219, USK. 
J. V. ERICS, Jr., &2i 3 302 31 02, USK, was injured in the foot 
by a 2C:1I<: shell fired from one of the guns of the plane 
during this landing, 

2/16/51: Conducted close air support, special strikes, 
and a photo and earl;'' morning heckler mission. Bad weather 
prevented afternoon flights 42 sorties were flown* 

2/17/51s Rendezvoused with replenishment group an( j 
received 476,826 gallons of fuel oil, 79.000 gallons of aviation 
gasoline, and 166,2 tons of arrmuniticn,- 

2/18/51° Flight operations wore delayed until the 
afternoon and close air support, armed reconnaissance, special 
strides and a photo and search mission were launched in 47 
sorties. Ensign R. M. TVEDE, 050&284, USK, after an engine 
failure in his F4U aircraft went down at sea in a nine fisld. 
He was rescued by a small boat from the USS 0ZB0URI (DD- £46). 

2/19/51 ' Conducted close air support ; special strikes, 
naval gunfire spotting, and a ohoto and search mission in the 
morning launch, delayed due to poor visibility and bo i weather. 
One RR bridge was damaged and a tank and junk destroyed. 47 
sorties were flown* 

2/20/51 s A full days flight operations were conducted 
with close air support, special strikes, r^val gunfire spotting, 
and heckler and photo missions- Six barracks and two trucks 
were destroyed. An F4U flown by LTJG B. F. MCDERM0TT, 
0299564, USN, was hit by anti-aircraft fire on a photo mission 
and ditched at sea* He was rescued by a small boat put out 
from the USS VaALLACE L. LIKD (DD-708). 72 sorties were flown. 

2/21/51 • Rendezvoused with replenishment ^roup and 
received 241,290 gallons of fuel oil, 53j°00 gallo: of aviation 
gasoline, and 104.4 tons of ammunition, 

2/22/51 i Conducted close air support , sp icial strikes , 
naval gunfire spotting, and photo missions in 92 sorties for 
the day. Severely damaged a RR bridge and destroyed 4 barracks, 
26 buildings, and 22 houses containing enemy troops. 
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naval gunfirl spotting luSwV*? SUp?OTt - brl <^ striked 
breaker special strifrf, ^"A B8tr ? ra '' railroad 3e » " „'„ 

way bridges and Iwo rliiroad £?5° nlsslo '>=- Pour (4) hVi- 
for the day. railroad bridges wer( . dar , Sfed la ^ 

Photo mi^si^; anrS^fhe'cSe^^t^? 11 "^ brU « e 
^-.GUJim, 0496938, DSN: ir hlf J a^ 3 ?* 3 ' En3l ? n 3. H. 
fire over the bombllne ' and cr^hV^'^*' rece ««I A* 
Airfield without iniurv to M»f2ii ed hls pl£!<:8 = t Seoul 
HaNLEY, an, 719 23 7i V2 h i» s «lf ?r passenger, s. H 

in a plane 'handling accSt ^i£ Sd *?? rlous ches * injuries 
sere flown for the da" " the fllg ht deck. 61 sorties 

Solln^S^ iuSS.^1„g^ ^'^--ent iroup and 
=asoli„ B , i55 .3 tons of e^unitioS^'^^ o^viSns" " 

breakersf na'yai eunHrfs.o?^™ ^^ railroad 
mission in 6? softies fo? P ?h* d?v v ? t " lfces and a Photo 

railroad bridges were damaged =nd'-> ™w 1 ? JBay ., aod thref ' 
train was destroyed in a tunnel? y l02aed ^munition 

^rt^rejgoad^^^r^ heckls ". doso air 
"s S mSV ?° Mgn *• G " cSs?; S5oIi^ lr S4 ?0 v t " n « and * Photo 

broken at 23 loc.tio^s?^ JoS "ere^f ^V*.W*, 

°n ms^fte^Day?" flight bp s L t fe n ^ ^ 

>pan. 3 ^ 26/5l! : De ^^ >he oper /ting ,rea enroute . to^okoVuka , 

(B) Sugary of Oortics . : - ■ 

" Defensive- '" l ' : 790 471 1261 \, 

Photo Renaissance ^1 94 22? 

PART III : Performance 01 • -~ d ; n ^ tf " ; ' l'^' — . -^ r : ;V. 
:.v . ., ; : a^ncc .Material and 'Equirjnent • 

(A) Ammunition Expenditure! ' ! ' ' J ; ' i : ; . 



: TYPE 



IUkKTITY 



Dornbss ' : ^ - ioo# gvp. ; : . 

■ ■■ Vl1 -- ■ 220# Frags. " ' fcbc 
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(B) Performance of Ordnanco EquiDment: 
(See Special Comments, PaRT VI) 

PART IV: Battle Damage 

(A) Damage to Ship: None 

(B) Damage to Aircraft: 



DECLASSIFIED 



COMBAT 



Lost 

Damaged 



(C) Damage Inflicted on Enemy; 

Targets 

Tanks 
Trucks 

Command Cars 

Locomotives 

Ammunition Trains 

Carts 

Wagons 

RR Bridges 

Hwy Bridges 

RR Yards 

RR Turn Tables 

HR Track Hits 

Tunnels 

RR Cars 

Supply Dumps 

Ammo Dumps 

Oil Dumps 

Oil Refinery 

Warehouses 

Barracks 

Bouses 

Buildings 

Gun Emplacements 

Huts 

Airfield Runways 
Mortar Positions 
Command Posts 
Fuel Tanks 
Steel Mill 
Lumber Piles 
Aquaducts 

Radio Installations 

Horses 

Oxen 

Sampans 

Troops (Estimated 3,14? casual 



F4U 


AD 


F4U 


AD 


4 





3 








3 


2 


2 



OPERAT IONAL 

Tott 

1 
7 



U ^- ?5 UJ, Uyt;Q 


Damaged 


4 


16 


34 


39 


4 








1 


1 


1 


59 


15 





3 





47 





49 





4 


1 


* "\ 





9 V 





J7 


35 


117 


4 


7 





1 


1 


2 


1 





30 


21 


23 


.11 


313 


300 


264 


305 


5 


1 


64 


12 





1 


3 





1 





7 


0- 





1 


6 


4 


4 








1 


13 





11 





3 


"1 
X 



ties. 
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(B) Casualties: G. A. KAKTIJ3-, EKS., 0505344/1310, USN 

Killed in Action, 

D. A. McCOSKHIB, LTJG, 046?391/1310. USM . 
kissing in Action. 

J. V. PRICE j Jr., AN, 302 31 02, USA, 
Injured in foot from accidential 20"^ shell 
fire on flight deck during plane If Mine 

rt. C. LOOMER, BUS., 0507201/1310, USN , " 
Missing in Action, 

E. H. HAKLEY, Aft, 719 2^ 71, UEN. 
Injured in the chest after fall under 
wheel of plane during plane towing on the 
flight aeck a 

PART VI: Special Comments 

(A) Air Group Composition; 

The five squadron air group is considered undesirable 
under wartime conditions. Although only four stuedrons have 
been embarked during this period a further consolation ?? 
believed desirable for operation on the CV-.9 -l*«f™l%±»r 
It is recomr ended that groups be -ompjsed or t-ee sp'uadroAs 
only Administration and tactical organization' would be 

< severe congestion caused by two scuadrons 

operating from one ready room would be alleviated. * 

(B) Aircraft Handling; 

(1) Aircr aft co mElement - liiueh has been written on the 
ideal or desirable complement of the CV-9 clas- c-rri— s 
During tnis period the ship operated 65 aircraft which" is con- 
siderably less than the total that could be operated, lowever, 
tne proficiency with which the 85 aircraft were handled "as 
compered with the loss of efficiency when operating at maximum 
complement of 95 or 96 aircraft was amply demonstrated. It 
was possible at all times to spot the flight and hangar deck 
before receiving the air plan and always have aircraft available 
lor the first event in the number and typos required. However 
replacement of aircraft imposed a verv small problem in this ' 
operating area. In areas where replacement of aircraft is 
expected to^be a difficult problem the maximum complement is 
01 greater importance. 

t k Ta3 ftenance of aircraft benefitted greatly by ooe^atirg 
this 'ideal" complement, Maintenance and its end result" 
a ril a J ty? werc Gnhsnced b> 7 the simple fact that portions 
of the hangar deck could be spotted loosely th^rbv -orm^tine 
the rapid movement of planes to and from the frrw\\> deck 
maintenance areas, 

^ r +n ? ^ iC if, ncy ln ordnance loading was greatly facilitated 
by this "ideal" complement. It permitted the deck to be shotted 
to alleviate ordnance loading difficulties such as sufficient 
room between planes? sufficient room to ln^ outboard wings 
and racks of aircraft along the deck edeoi sD;F.Hin, n? mi,,= ™ 
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absolutely '^££7^ S^?" 8 ??"-' crta-pulting 'than was 

spot the Lck'"? ti»;* to";;™" f?™^-,^ ^°'S' Ma to 

sr ass- 
ess pi^S 1 gntep^n 

launch. ' ' 7 ^conds can be realised for the eniire 

su* mutt i&^SB?^* 

any other t r ? P the applic;tion of neatsfoot oil or 
faking tn^tMc^r hi^^^^*™}* be improved 
be experimented with to fi^ a better gr^? S ° lGS Sh ° Uld 

dnfinn-l 4) ^P^^tonJL^tei- Helmet - There is n 

^f^. p-"™l-ly« ^ ^^^=t^ aD L^d^£L d ?^^t P ^L e -■s lgh 

— "S^ue^K^ - ~ul d 

(C) Aircraft Maintenances 

(L) Landing Signal Officers j 

noB< During this period five Landing Signal Officers v ;£rp 
assigned .nilc: it is realized that train; for I s S 
needed five is simply toe many on one ship/ ^ amount of 
sSmw^r^cg?, 1 ^ 1 ^ 11 ^ is *™T The cersTarf 

does no* r f t v fl ^ ^ ° PP ° rtuni ^ f ^ r Practice 

aoes no„ p.rticulr rly enhance operations. It is recommended 
th.:t not more than three (3) be assigned to a cvt 

(E) Aviation Ordnance! 

mri >,oJ5 e nee * fo r.niuch improved ordnance handling equipment 
t'^ S ^L al ?„^ i ?!.?!f i ^ ies ,^ :^o^en^ P ?n^he 
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(F) Engineering j 

This ship has benefitted greatly as the result of two 
availability periods since its return to the combat area. The 
first of these was a ten day period in Sasobo Harbor during 
Jie latter part of January and the second for eight day? -t 
Yokosuka during the first part of March, k tan day avc- : "i aM lity 
for every thirty days of operations is considered adetuat ■ to 
maintain this class of vessel in excellent state of .opV r -v ! opal 
readiness and reliability. Changing the location or' the avail- 
ability from Sasebo to Yokosuka has also croven very beneficial 
since^the ship can take advantage of the Naval Base ship repaid 
facilities and the base supply depot for spare parts at 
Yokosuka „ 

During the entire period that the VALLEY 5 O'AQll has 
operated in VosPac the question of boiler power K'hen flying jet 
aircraft has continually arisen. This vessel has concluded that 
eight boiler operation is the only guarantee against marked 
decreases in wind intensity which demand higher ship speed, A 
good prediction night be made for a particular area but i* 1 the 
vessel shifts to a new operating area the ^- ■> my no 
longer hold and whereas the w:^:d zri.-ilit ^v.i c^^i slxtJcn knots 
in the morning it mi^ht oe only three knoti, in the Irte after- 
noon. 

Eight boiler operation allows for maximum sp j' if demanded 
easier operation of boilers by fireroom personnel,' ^.nc ".anlit 
plant" operation (both main and auxilary steam piping systems). 
The last feature is very important in ease the ship ) s attacked. 
Operating on six boilers has ; a singular advantage in . that- the 
ship is able to reduce speed to as I07? as ten 1 Jets and still 
maintain flow through the boiler superheaters, It is 'not nore 
economical and it imposes boiler operating problems on'flriroom 
personnel when speed is increased or decreased radically. Kor.-' 
does it permit good smoke control." Vith six boiler operations 
the main and auxiliary steam lines aru completely o^: n. r Jhis 
is net. good, engineering damage, control wbon .operating, in ^ate^s 
where the ship could be attacked and whe.va thirty knots is 
frequently demanded. If a ship should be ready for twenty sight 
knots then it should be ready for maximum speed.. 

Replenishment days present excellent oonortunites for 
boiler and fireroom .maintenance. If boilers are periodically 
hydrostatically tested and all opportunity t-y.-r ^"•'•rt; 
of to perform minor repaid, work, eight boiler ./oration between 
dawn and dusk should be no problem. Operating r.C? v cla^s 
carrier at thirty knots on six boilers mea::;, that Lae shi^ is 
at mixiraum speed and the failure of forced draft 'lo^at oi- ■ pumns 
means a decrease in speed if an engineorinp c^.v-lty is to be 
averted.. In other words no ra~orvG pov.e-r is available 
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(G) Electronics: DECLASSIFIED 

With regard to electronic;^ the work performed or th<-> SX 
fighter-director radar during the last two availability periods 
has markedly increased its performance, Bogies have be^n picked 
up at ranges of 60, 70, and &0 miles depending on the tvW of 
aircraft and number of planes in the raid. All other r-^rr3 
have been operating very eff icienctly. Audio communictioHs 
over-all have been excellent; some difficultly has been n X perie"c 
on teletype reception, but this was mainlv due to the time- of day 
and atmospheric conditions. CCA was operated during Lfercn with 
excellent results. This equipment has been maintained in rood 
operating condition in esse of emergency, 

With the exception of a failure in the antenna pedestal 
of the Mk 5 IFF all electronic oGuipnc-nt at nresfir-t is in full_ 
operating condition, The iflc 5 IFF was ori^inMlv installed i" 
February 1949, as an experimental model on'the VaLLSY FORGE. 
It was tested !v ith aircraft at San Diego during February 1950 
with excellent results. The equipment was not' put to operational 
use until the return of this vessel to ■'■'-:s?nc r Since then it 
has been in constant use until recent fai]u:r~ cccv-'^d in the 
antenna pedestal. Until the failure, results obtained from this 
equipment, were excellent. Jet aircraft (F9F) :v-;i-e easily 
controlled and used as CAP to intercept other aircraft which 
appeared on the PPI scope as bogies when the jets could not 
be seen using normal radar return information. Jet aircraft 
(F9F) were tracked solidly out to 150 nijlos using k 'j IFF, 
The maximum range that these aircraft could be tracked, using 
this IFF was not determined but it is believed th.:.t good return 
signals could bo expected out to 200 miles. The various modes 
(IFF, FI, PI) proved very useful in identifying different" 
flights . 

The antenna assembly AK/JPA-ll(SN-2l) , for iik..' 5 IFF 
is considered unsatisfactory for shipboard use. During high 
-/finds the antenna was . slowed or speeded up md sometimes even 
stopped due to the sail effect of the large surface area of 
th.:^ antenna and the fact that the drive motor is only l/o H,P„ 
It is believed that because of the strain on the ar.te:-ir.:>. by high 
winds a clutch arrangement between the antenna drive motor and 
the main antenna drive gear was vjorn out causing a constant 
slipping between the drive motor and the antenna. The Bureau 
of Ships has been advised of this failure and stoD; are being 
taken to procure a new antenna pedestal whi :h ■■■i.I.i. be installed 
by ship's force during the forthcoming -naval shroyvrd avail- 
ability. 

The ■ AIii/UR.D-2 has been operating v/ell with a minimum of 
required maintenance. Its present location on the towing light 
mast creates a null area directly astern. This area exists at 
altitudes below the lint. of sight from the antenna elements to 
the stack. Operation -will bo optimum when the antenna array 
is' installed above the YE radio honing beacon on the stub mast. 
It is recommended that the presently instalL^d fibre glass 
insulators be replaced with porcelain insulators It has been 

found "hhr mi ch P> "Tii ^r>1 ran" nn Yr-.r.rP., f-Ki c tr ci o o -il h V. i +■ +■>!.-, -fM K-™^ 
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(n) Communications : 

During the period concerned there nre no pa-ptiev."! 
problems concerning communications. Through wh.-t .-.np'-'v' r to 
be a decrease in the traffic handled over fleet broadcast 
circuits (JIG FOX) traffic with a precedence as ]o« as 1,t 'V!t?t;;pped ,! 
was frequently received on the day originated. During >rl -oric J 
Jiuy-December, 1950, even traffic with a precedence as hi"h as 

OPERATIONAL I^iSDlATE" often appeared cn broadcast schedules 
as long as four days after its origination. 

It was noted that certain intelligence information was 
o^ten duplicated by various commanders. It is believed that 
where practicable, a screening of intelligence b^ some ioinV 
agency, which would be responsible for di^ae^in^ ti on cf'tbns 
type of information, would eliminate , or 1/ r,;,../ Splice- 
tion and would, thereby, reduce the load on personal at smaller 
communications activities. While, in some cases, tbo nature 
the mcelligence to be transmitted would be of such importance 
tnat immediate delivery to an action addressee is necessary it 
is believed that in many instances the following procedure might 
bo employed; " 

Ca) All intelligence information of a general nature be 
forwaraod to a joint intelligence center for screening , 

(b) A series of dispatches, addressed to al.l aoiicerned 
be originated by the joint intelligence center, wherein duplica- 
tions are eliminated, and certain nan-essential items deleted or 
made the subject of separate dispatches to only those who need 
to know. 

(I) Intelligence: 

Ge neral Or ganization - All ship and air grouD intelligent, 
personnel were pooled and placed under the senior air group 
intelligence officer to work together to handle all ?ir group 
and ship's intelligence work. Squadron ani ship intelligence 
officers were then reassigned as their experie^ao and capabilities 
dictated. The organization chart of the Air Intelligence Section 
is attached as enclosure (3), Thus each individual squadron 
received an intelligence officer whose primary job was intelligent 

The practice of combining the air ,eroup. uiielligence 
function and the ship's intelligence functiaif an 7 v.~ tne czrecti^n 
of the air Group Intelligence Officer proved J : ! ea'.: air would 
be even more effective if the ship's intelligent officer has 
had previous squadron intelligence experience ■ 

(2) Brie fing and Debriefin g - With the squadron AIO's 
working under the direction of the Ship-Air Group Intelligence 
Officer and out of the ship's Intelligence Office, a complete 
PILOT BRIEFIIiG SHEET was compiled each night to be us 3d by each 

snilfldron ATO far t-.hp novt H^.r'c: "hrH i v.- j.,,-^,, „ „ 4 -i „ i, i „ 
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Though the above system sounds cumbersome, onee it is 
installed it becomes surprisingly easy to handle and a vorv simplr 
and exact way to be sure that all intelligence and operations 
personnel concerned receive the correct in.:' ormation with a 
minimum of confusion. The PILOT BRIBING 3HI?~:T became the 
Bible of intelligence operations but in no way supplanted the 
efforts of the squadron AIO's who used the SHEET as a ba<;e for 
their own initative, efforts, and briefing. 

An intensive program was developed to maintain a mining 
file of targets of opportunity. These* wore briefed by the AI0 
relative to the assigned mission and in the event no Secondary 
targets were assigned. This practice is highly recommended to 
avoid abortive Missions due to weather - over " the assigned targets, 
etc . 

All squadrons were briefed and debriefed in their ready 
rooms by their individual AlQ's, Mass debriefing was and should 
li^Z^L be attempted because of the obvious and dangerous fallacies 
and inaccuracies inherent in this system, The integration of 
the individual squadron debriefing information (particularly 
important when several squadrons hit the sane target!, into a com- 
posite and informative Strike Plash /leper': . was handled h* the 
Ship-Air Group Intell'* genao Officer, Afcer a period of trial and 
error } a highly efficient Pilot Debriefing Form was developed , 
aasod upon three points; (1) efficiency and speed in debriefing, 
(2) efficiency and speed in Strike Flash reporting, (3) coupli-" 
ance with nir Summary requirements CNO letter i Sept, 1950 ser 
O13P05C Sample briefing and debriefing forms are attached as 
enclosures (1) and (2). 

In order to simplify Strike Flash reporting, a definite 
pattern was developed as follows: Target name;, target descriptio. 
in detail ? coordinates, ordnance used by category of destruction, 
results of attack, pertinent observations of results, E?ch 
attack made was described in this manner* It is recommended 
as a means of establishing uniformity in reporting to the Task 
Force Commander, 

(3) Pers onnel . - The ship's intelligence and assistant 
intelligence officers were assigned the duties ai statistical 
report and plot responsibility respectively, all squadron 
Combat Reports were funnelled through the Snip-- Air Group 
Intelligence office for correction a nd distribution. In cases 
where squadron yeoman fell behind in the compilation of these 
reports, assistance was lent by the Ship-Aiw Giow:, office, A 
quartermaster striker was placed in charge cf a '.: ebmrts, By 
means of a running Inventory log, office stocks were kept at 
operating levels by drawing from stororccma .. i?hen not . busy, the 
striker assisted the AIO yeoman, In this manner sufficient 
stenographic help was available at all tines* The ship's 
intelligence officer was planed in charge cf the preparation of 
all statistical ship and air group reports required , ■••w.th the 
exception of the Strike Flash Report. The assistant snirms 
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(4) Charts - With the application of the UTM rriH to all 
charts regardless of originator or scale, a Ions step towards 

n^f ™ 10n nc f T ^ iy ' Navy an: " Alr Force operations will be'' 
n? h ^ A f S L552 series are particularly desirable because 

of their tint shaded gradation. However, elections in meters 
neutraliae this advantage. The blue DTii grid lines -re 
excellent for night operations. It is recommended that th« 
loot scale replace the meter scale on the AMd L552. 

4-v, c ,. The quartermaster striker issued all charts and Daps fron 
the Ship-^ir Group Intelligence Office upon recuest of the 
squadron aIO s. ^ log was kept to avoid wastage. Ten sheets 
of each Close Air Support chart were kept for issue in the 
office. These were logged out to each aIO and returned a -rter 
each hop. This system was found necessary, for strikes against 
the sane target were run tine and tine ^aln; if the squadron 
*I0 s were not held responsible, the storage supply as well as 
the office supply would soon.be exhausted.' It was necessary to 

lnZ T % t 7 '*Q°° CA3 charts in or ^ cr to heve available 100 of each 
d70 CaS charts of all Korea. It is urgently reconverted these 
charts be packaged in 50 ' s with an infornative label. Currently 
they are issued in bulk, about two thousand charts to a box with- 
out labeling or sequence of any kind, rtS a result hundreds of 
unnecessary l:eu-; of ir-^and: nectary :, n ^ : to set 

V ";Lv ^y.^in v:h.ir : :h Ci;n be readily drawn uoon when 

office stocks run short, The sane situation >^s found in the 
issue of ^ AlaS L552 charts, in fact worse for these charts cane in 
rolls wnich nade additional handling necessary. 

(5) Air Comba t Repor ts - All squadron Air Conbat reports 
.were funnelled through the Ship-Air Group Intelligence Office 
for correction and . distribution. Responsibility for preparation 
and typing v/as left entirely in the hands of the squadron air 
intelligence officers, 

(6) Office - A Master Plot Board of all intelligence v<as kept 
in the Ship-Air Group Intelligence office. Fron this master, 
squadron AIO copied whatever information, was .necessary for 
their operations or whatever, because of its classification, 

was not included in the Daily Pilot Brief in* . Sheet . This plot 
was carried on USAF 1:250,000 Approach Charts and Droved highly 
valuable in briefing squadron commanders and operations officers 
of the ship, as to the full progress of the war and • the reasons 
behind our daily activities. Reconnaissance routes , inter- 
diction destruction,' eneny concentrations and supply dumps., 
flak traps, troops movements ; and concentrations and the like 
were plotted on; acetate roller curtains over the : faster Plot . 

A niniature of the Master Plot was installed in the Ward 
Roon for general information and was corrected each day. All 
pre- and post- target Photos were posted on the niniature as 
well as master plot, I'his method developed an intense interest 
in aerial photography and nucli healthy int nr-p^H^^-"^" V^-ybinp 
rivalry. 
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(7) Intelli genc e - A continuing lecture proc-ram by the five 
Air Group AIO's for Air Group and Ship's personnel w-as Instituted 
and run as often as possible on refueling days. If a personal 
lecture was not feasible the lecture was mineoKTa^hed.' a 
General Intelligence Brief prepared by the Ship-Air Group AlO 
was prepared and dissiraenated to. ship and air grouu personnel 
each refueling day. 

Lectures and Briefs covered the following topics: Korean 
Connunish, Geopolitics, Conmunlsia, Russian Imperialism, China, 
Malay States, India, and Japanese Communis"!, 

The value of having a fully staffed Air Intelligence 
Center at ComNavFE or JOC, TaSGU cannot be overemphasized. The 
need for the integration of Air Force, amy, Navy\and Marine 
Intelligence was proven many tines over in T 7orld War II, Because 
intelligence work in the Korean conflict often overlaps into 
operational intelligence, little tine is left to dig through 
reans of dispatches and material to gather the necessary infor- 
mation, It is highly recommended that this office, staffed by 
experienced ACI officers, be established, 

(6) USAF Targ et Dossier - The target dossier was found to be 
excellent and is highly recommended r.'s a source of detailed 
information for briefings 

The accompanying USaF Target Illustrations were found, 
useful less than half the time - only about 50$ of the targets 
listed in the Dossier are accompanied by Illustrations. Hepeated 
requests were made for missing illustrations. ^s a substitute, 
Navy photographs were combined' with'Dossier information and 
proved quite ' satisfactory. 

(9) Photo Interpretation - The Ship's Photo Interpretation 
Officer gave several lectures to Air Group pilots on the knack 
of reading photographs. This is highly roco^xiended for it was 
found that pilots, when given photographs for identification of 
targets from, the air, were thoroughly unfamiliar as to how to 
"read" a target photograph. 

Every effort was made to stimulate pilot interest in 
pre- and post- attack photographs thru extensive Ward Room 
displays and discussion, 

(10) Recognitio n - Intensive recognition training was carried 
on for both ship and air group personnel. Though material and 
slides available is thoroughly out-dated, research in commeericaJ 
and service publications provided sufficient pictures and data 

to keep the program interesting. It is recommended that attentic 
be directed to the lack of recognition material, 

PaRTJII: Summary of Recommendations 



It is recommended thats 
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(4) Suitable hoists for bomb loading on win*? racks 
when wings are folded bo developed to be available as soon as 
new aircraft types are assigned to carrier air groups. 

(5) Operational schedules be adjusted to provide 
ten days in port availability for every thirty days operations 
in the combat area. 

(6) A joint central intelligence agency be established 
to accumulate, screen, digest and disseminate intelligent 
information. 

(7) More complete and better recognition material be 
nnde available, 

(8) Target Dossiers be more completely illustrated 
with up to date photographs. 



K. CAPSQN 



Copy tot 

CEO (advance) 

CoriAirPac 



2 
10 



(Airmail) 

(Airmail for further distri- 
bution as deuLied appropriat 



ComCarDiv ONE 

ComCarDiv FIVE 

ConCarDiv THREE 

CO, USS PHILIPPINE SEA 

CO, U3S BOXER 

CO, USS PRINCETON 

CO, USS LEXTE 

CTF 77 

CAG 5 

CAG 11 

CAG 19 

CAG 2 

CAG 3 



4 

4. 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 
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A. LOCAL INTELLIGENCE i : 

Any info enemy or friendly specifically concerning oar 
general operations} daily' or long range. Target info 
found in previous days debriefing forms etc. 
Wea ther . 

B. FLAK: 

Include flak from debriefing, 

C. BCHCOMOPSi 

D. SAR AND E & E: 

E EISRGENCY AIRFIELDS: 

P.. STARS; PANESL; VEHICLES; SURFACE; 
Recognition Signals, 

G . STRIKE INFORMATION ; 

1. OPS INFO AND INTELLIGENCE: 

Ops policies, strike or enemy intelligence. 

2. A RUED RECCO: 

2a. ARISES RECCO SEC "D/ 

3. CAS TACP'S AND PLANES 
3a, CAS SECONDARY: 
3b.. TACP LOCATIONS: 

A. DUMP TARGETS; 

5. STRATEGIC STRIEES: 

5a. STRATEGIC SECONDARY. 

6. PHOTO MISSIONS: 

7. HECKLER OR NOF: 

7a. HECKLER SECONDARY. 

H, . BOLiBLINE IN SEQUENCE:. 

I. C01E!UNIMT0NS: 
J .. APPENDIX 

Issued in numerical sequences during the following day as 
additional information is available. 



PILOT DEBRIEFING- FORK TYPE SORTIE 



Air Attack Report No. ,. D?.te 

Squadron__ Type Plane , " Event No* Trvr 

COMMUNICATIONS C0MM3NT3-C£Sl "** ^ '~ — ~ 

E. CLOSE AIR SUPPORT: 

1. Number of sorties 

2. Total number runs made on ground or surface targets 
(Bombing, rocket, napalm and strafing) 

3. Total aircraft hours on station awaiting target assign- 

mGnt Total aircraft hours over target from first 

until lost run 

4. Number of night sorties 

F. OFFENSIVE SORTIES: ■ ■ 

1. Number of sorties 

2. Total number runs made on ground or surface targets 
(Bombing, rocket, and strafing) 

3. Total aircraft hours over target from first until last 
run 

4. Number of night sorties 

G. NUMBER RSCCO SORTTEt " 



H, NUMBER AIR DEFENSE SORTIES 

I, NUMBER AMTI SUB SORTIES 

M. TOTAL AIRCRAFT LOST (CAUSES) 

N. NUMEEE AIRCRAFT LOST TO AA 

0, NUME5-. OFFENSIVE AIRCRAFT LOST~T0 ENS" r 

P. NUMBER DEEENfUvE . ASE AND REGCO AIRG^ET~LOST TO ENEMY 
T « AIRBOHNE ENEMY ..I .ICR.. FT DESTROYED AND D,.i \^ " •") EY O '.N ;>IRT~ 
CRAFT: 

In vicinity of Task Force (Day) Destroyed: Damaged 

In vicinity of Tas.k Force {Night ) Des troy Qd7__Doma g ed~~~ 
Over target area Destroyed: Damaged 

U. AIRBORNE ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED AND DAMAOETTbY SFJIP'S GUN- 
FIRE; Destroyed Damaged 

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED AND DAMAGED ON GROUND 

DA/vKEi; TO ENEMY VESSELS: ™ 

Type vessel (size) Location Eesults 

FLAK: 



caliber intensity accuracy™ 



location do. ma go to aircraft 

"JEATKEE: 

X. DAMAGE TO GROUND TARGETS: 

Target and Description . Location . Orctnnnoe . Results 

OBSERVATIONS * (Includes info such movements, d-ma^ed bridges 

and facilities, condition of highways "nd rail- 
roads, and anything unusual pr-rt A^-nt to Intel- 
ligence not related to results). 



CAG 



Ship ' s Intelligence jjff^ 
Administration 
Reporting ( Ship&Air Gru) 
Air Group Combat Reports 
Registered Pubs . 
Security 



Assistan t Ship In to 1 1 i - ; 
. gance Office r 
Master Situation Plot 
Charts Issue 
Escape and Evasion 
Flak Plot 



Shi p ' s - Air Group " 
Int elli g e n a e f f i cer 



Master Situation 
Plot, Briefing - 
Strike Flash 



"] Ship's 
Opera tions 
jOf f .leer 



Sh i,T3j.s_._Ki o to J njt er .2,rr^Qr 
Photo Interpretation 
Briefing - Photo Unit 



-F 



Air. iDvelligenao Off i c s 
:Brlefirg & Debriefing 



;Brlefirg & D 
j_Atta ck Squadron, AS 
j jNight Attack Units 



i A ir Int oil i^enc e Of f_^_c_er 

Briefing & Debriefing | 
Fighter Squadron, Night j 
Fighter Unit ; 



Brief in 



Inte llig ence Off icer 



& Debriefing 
Fightor Squadron 



A 1 r I n telligenee Officer 



Briefing & Debriefing 
Fighter Squadron 



MrJJr^' 
Of f i oe r 
Briefing 
Group Li 



A ir Grou 
R e c o g n 1 1 
Off icer 
Br iefi ng 
Lectures 
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nFftiS&lFlFD DECLASSIFIED 

MMIW^WT^JhTON NAVHISTDIVfNST 5500.1 

t By: 0P-09B92G 

From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE {CY-h5) "~ 

To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Commander Carrier Division FIVE 

(2) Commander Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN 

(3) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(A) Commander Naval Forces, FAR EAST 

(5) Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

SubJ: Action Report for the period 7 Dec 1951 through 
19 Jan 1952 

Ref: (a) OPNAV Instruction 3A80.5 dated 1 July 1951 

Encl: (1) Commander, CATG ONE conf ltr ser 01 of 19 Jan 1952 f*^^ 

1, In accordance with reference (a), the Action Report for the 
period of 7 Dec 1951 through 19 Jan 1952 is hereby submitted: 



PART I 



COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION 

Complying with ComAirPac Confidential Dispatch 0919A32 of 
Ootober 1951, the USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) , CAPTAIN OSCAR PEDERSON 
Commanding, departed San Diego, California, for Hawaiian waters-. 
After a period of training, the USS VALLEY FORGE left Pearl 
Harbor, T.H. 26 Hovember 1951 for Yokosuka, Jepan, in eccordanoe 
with ComCerDiv FIVE Operation Order 1-51 of 25 November 1951 
with REAR ADMIRAL F.W. MC MAHON, ComCerDiv FIVE emberked. After 
voyage repairs in Yokosuka deperted for the Operating Area in 
accordance with ComFltAot Yokosuka Dispatch 0608002 on 
7 December 1951, 

On 11 December 1951 joined Task Force 77 close to the 38th 
Perallel on the East Coast of Korea, The Task Force was commanded 
bv REAR ADMIRAL JOHN PERRY, ComCerDiv ONE aboerd the USS ESSEX 
(CV-9) and operated under Task Force 77 Operation Order 22-51 
{1st Revision). It wae composed of USS ESSEX (CV-9), USS ANTIETAM 
{CV-36}, USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-^5) , USS ST PAUL (CA-73) , USS MAN- 
CHESTER (CL-83), USS WISCONSIN (BB-6A), USS WILTSIE (DD-716), USS 
FLETCHER (DD-445), USS CHANDLER (DD-717), USS 'BANNON ( DDE-A50 } . 
V JSS CHEVALIER (DDR-8C5) , USS RADFORD (DDE-U6) , USS KTES (DD-787) , 
J3S WALKER (DDE-517), USS SHIELDS (DD-596) , USS TWINING (DD-540) , 
and USS CALAHON (DD-685). 

On 17 Jenuery 1952 the USS VALLEY FORGE departed Task Force 
77 for Yokosuka, Japan for a period of maintenance end upkeep 
and arrived on- 19 Jenuery 1952. 
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(2) Provide air cover -for replenishment ships and other 
friendly naval surface forces when necessary. 

(3) Protect the force against air, surface and subsurface 
attaoks. 

(k) Provide air spot to bombardment forces when directed. 

(5) Conduct photo and visual reconnaissance as required. 

(6) Coordinate air operations with the 5th Air Foroe through 
JOC, Korea. 

(7) Exchange intelligence information with friendly naval 
forces engaged In surface Interdiction oper:tions on the 
east coast of Korea, 

The Commanding Offioer of Carrier Air Group ONE is CDR C. H. 

CRABILL, Jr., USN, with the following complement of pilots and 

number of aircraft at the beginning of flight operations on 
22 October 1951. 

SQUADRON NO, OF PILOTS NO. OF AIRCRAFT 

VF 52 22 16 F9F-2 

VF 111 25 16 F9F-2 

VF 194 27 5 AD- 3 11 AD-2 

VF 653 30 2 F4U-4 16 F4U-4B 

VC 3 5 ^ F4U-5NL 

VC 11 6 3 AD-4W 

VC 35 7 2 AD-2Q k AD-4NL 

VC 61 5 3 F9F-2P 

HU 1 2 1 H03S 



PART II 



CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF STENTS 

USS VALLEY FORGE, with Air Task Group ONE embarked, arrived 
In Yokosuka, Japan on 4 December 1951 for a 3 day availability. 
Personnel from the ship and eaoh squadron went aboard the USS 
BON HOMME RICHARD for a conference with Air Group 101 pilots. On 
5 Deoamber one member of each squadron wns given TAD orders to 
the USS ESSEX to fly combat missions for training and familiar- 
zation» In addition, at the same time, one ship's officer was 
sent to the USS ESSEX on TAD orders for familiarization with the 
shlp*a operating procedures, 

12-7-51: Underway for operating area, no air operations. 

12-8-51: Conducted refresher air operations in Area TARE, 
A mid-air collision cost the lives of two (2) vf 653 pilots. 
LT J. T. POTERFIELD and LT D. E« LONDON collided while engaged 
in squadron tactics. 



12-10-51: Refresher air operations continued in Area TARE, 
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lost to enemy flak. LTJG H. E, ETTINGER, pilot, and two crewmen 
are listed as missing* 

12-14-51: Continusd our attaoks on Northeastern Korean Rail 
Net and flew armed reconnaissance* One F4U and one AD were forced 
to land at K-18 due to flak damage. Photo coverage was flown over 
the area of the downed heckler* Results wera negative, 

12-15-51; 64 offensive sorties, 22 defensive sorties were 
flown by ATG-1 pilots. Targets were Korean moin supply routes* 

12-16-51: Replenishment as sea, replenishment was difficult 
due to heavy weather and was discontinued, 

12-17-51: Continued replenishment in morning, resumed flight 
operation early pfternoon by launching a total of 33 sorties against 
the enemy. 

12~18-51s Interdiction of enemy supply routes continued, illso, 
attaoked concentrations of small boats in Wonsan Harbor damaging 
approximately 33 boats, LCDR B, T. PUGH, executive officer VF 194 
was lost when he was forced to ditoh his AD Just north of Wonsan, 

12-19-51: Mounting a total of 76 sorties we continued our 
rail interdiction program end attacked other targets of opportunity. 

12-20-51: 28 rail cuts were soored by 58 offaaalvo eortios. 
Planes from the USS VALLEY FORGE also attaoked other targets of 
opportunity. 

12-2L-51! Replenishment at sea, 

12-22-51t Continued to carry out our mission of rail inter- 
diction, launching a total of 81 sorties. LT R«L« SOBEY of VF 653 
was hit by flak causing him to crash with no chance of survival, 
LT SOBEY is listed as killed in aotion, 

12-23-51; A total of 81 sorties were flown against the enemy 
as we oontinusd our rail interdiction mission. 

12-24-51: Mr Operations es before, a total of 80 sorties 
being flown. 

12-25-51: Replenishment at sea, 

12-26-51: Weather cancelled all air operations* 

12-27-51: Only 4 GAP sorties flown, weather continued bad, 

12-28-51: A total of 84 sorties were flown, The primary 
mission continued to be rail interdiction. LTJG D. P. TiiTUM ditched 
his F9F within the task foroe screen when it flamed out on his 
approaoh. He was reoovered by our helicopter with no difficulty, 
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1-2-52: LT CARTER, flying a dawn heokler mission, landed his 
F4U-5N at K-18 as a result of automatic weapon flak damage received 
near Yonghung, The Task Force Commander sent a "Well Done" to a 
morning launch prop strike this date, 70 of the 86 sorties flown 
were offensive* 

1-3-52: 78 tons of bombs wore delivered by 67 offensive 
missions to Northeastern Korea* ENSIGN E.L. RIMERS effected a 
water landing in Songjin Harbor after being hit badly in the star- 
board wing root section approximately 60 miles inland from Song- 
jin* The USS ENDICOTT completed the rescue in eight minutes. Pilot 
suffered minor shook effect from exposure and the actual landing. 

1-4-52: The force replenished at sea. 

1-5-52: Bad weather forced the cancellation of the afternoon 
portion of scheduled operations, however, 56 sorties were flown and 
38 tons of bombs were delivered, 

1-6-52: Excellent results were realized against rail lines 
and bridges. Total bridge destruction - 4 RR bridges and a RR by- 
pass destroyed, 3 damaged and unusable. 84 missions were launched 
during the day* 

1-7-52: The foroe replenished at sea, 

1-8-52: In an exceptionally effeotive mission a prop strike 
aooounted for 7 RR bridges and 3 RR by-passes » This performance 
earned a "Well Done" from the Task Foroe Commander, LTJG A » A. 
PETERSON was foroe to ditch his plane in Wonsan Harbor, as a result 
of being hit by small arms fire north of Hungnam, The helicopter 
from LST-802 pioked him out of his raft 45 minutes after ditching. 
Pilot was reoovered in good condition. One Corsair of VF 653 was 
foroed to land at K-18 duo to flak damage. 

1-9-52: A total of 81 sorties were launched today against 
enemy lines of Communication. Flak over all the area was active. 
In the vioinity of Kowan LT VMS, FR/iNKOVITCH of VF 653 beoame 
separated from his wingman, a few minutes later ho reported loss of 
oil pressure and was thereafter not hoard from* It is presumed he 
orashed into the sea as an oil sliok was found in the area, LT 
FR/iNKOYITCH is listed as missing, 

1-10-52: Replenished at sea. In the early afternoon, 2 Corsairs 
were launched to search the area for LT FRANKOVI TCH , negative results 
were obtained, 

1-11-52: Bad weather delayed flight operation until afternoon. 
One F9F was lost over the sido as the ship took a violent roll, 38 
sorties were soored in the half-days operation. 

1-12-52: Operation "Moonlight Sonata" was oarried out with 
gratifying results. The operation took full advantage Df the moon 
to hit Communist night activity, At least 2 looomotives and 18 
rail cars were destroyed. A total of 76 sorties were flown. 
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P/iRT III 

PERFORMANCE OF ORDNANCE M^ miAL Am) ^ TTTtmTrr 
A * Ammunition Expanded. 




G.P, Bombs 
G.P. Bombs 
G.P. Bombs 
G.P # Bombs 
G.P, Bombs 
Frag Bombs 
5" HV7,R Rockets 
6.5 A TAR Rockets 
Incediary Clusters 
Napalm Bombs 
Parachute Flares Mk 
20mm Ammunition 
f 50 Col. /immunition 
Incendiary Clusters 



-A. Demafto to ship; 
None , 

B, Damage to Aircraft* 
No. of planes 

16 
16 
2 
14 

3 

C, Loss of .Aircraft* 
■Pste Squa dron Type 
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2? 
950 
626 
4732 
1874 
376 
340 

177 
18 

33 
78 

271 ,213 
116,210 

IS 



Types 

F9F-2 

F4U-4(4B) 

F4U-5NL 

AD~2(3) 

AD-4NL 



Bu.No, 



12-9 VF 653 
12-9 VF 653 



F4U-4 
F4U-4B 



97496 
9731/l 



Causes 

Enemy anti-aircraft fire. 
Enemy anti-aircraft fire. 
Enemy onti-airoraf t fire. 
Enemy anti-aircraft fire. 
Enemy anti-aircraft fire. 



Causes 

Mid air collision 
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SECURITY INFORMATION 
D» Damage Inflicted on Enemy: 

Targets 

Tanks 
Trucks 
Locomotiires 
Oxcarts 

Highway bridges 
Supply Dumps 
Fuel Dumps 
Factories 

Barracks & Buildings 
Y/arehouses 
Gun Emplacements 
Lumber piles 
Wagon s 
Villages 
Boats 

Radar Installations 
Bunkers 
M/Y Yards 
RR Cars 
RR Bridges 
RR By-passes 
Roundhouses 
Bulldozer 
Rail Cuts 
Highway Cuts 
Troops Killed 

The aboye mentioned table represents a conservative estimate 
of the actual -damage inflicted on the enemy during this operational 
period. Only those instances where the damage could be assessed 
by the pilot were used in compiling this table. There were many 
attadcs where the results were obscured and could not be assessed 
and are not included. There was no close air support flown durinr 
this period. u 

PART V 



Destroyed 


Damaged 


X 





139 


28 


4 


7 


"111 
111 


14 


3 


10 


3 


6 


2 








4 


75 


33 


5 


6 


12 


22 





4 


1 








1 


19 


62 





5 





1 








87 


94 


37 


10 


11 


14 





1 


1 





743 




2 




584 





PERS ONNEL 

A, Performance ; 

Personnel performance has been excellent during the period of 
this report. Morale 'remained high. 

Difficulties have been encountered in operating with an averare 

?5/;n 0a mu C ? Unt ° f 1933 which is below the recommended allowance of 
iyo9. The influx of enlisted personnel is not sufficient to offset 
losses through the continued transfers of personnel for separation 
and to shore duty assignments; therfore the petty officer situation 
is critical, especially in the key ratings of electronics, encineer- 
ing, gunnery, and communications. If the ship is to continue opera- 
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The length of time consumed from the tine replacement personnel 
are_ ordered until the ti..ie they report for duty appears excessive, 
it is strongly recommended that faster transportation from CON US 

fle%qt^%^ lab1 ?; ? ti ? e S ? e V t awaiting transportation at the . 
RecSta bFRAN could be reduced it would help tremendously. A survey 
reveals that an average of 1S. 5 man days is spent at RecSta SFRAN 

^ n fv 1 tranSp ° rt - tl0n ' ThiS added t0 the time spent enroute exceeds 
one month per man in practically every case. 

During the operation the ship had a Protestant Chaplain aboard 
but was without the services of a Catholic Chaplain. In order to ' 
provide services for Catholic personnel Chaplains traded services 
?i?K S J? ellC ? pt ? rs f0r Asportation. Due to weather and operations 
t ? 1S !P^ n0 £ a ^ wa y s P os s lb le. In the interests of morale each de° 
IbSSd. CV Sh ° Uld haVG b ° th a ^testant and Catholi^ChlpltiS 

The Chaplain found that a tape recorder has been of significant 
value in connection with broadcasts to the fleet and aboSdth" 
P 'mJ I 3 recom * e nded that each CV have one available for such 

X',tp h J COr " Vfe 5 Recorder with a supply of two dozen fifteen 
minute tapes and one dozen thirty minute tapes is adequate. 

The Chaplain believes the brief (two to four minutes) evening 
SpS br ° ad n CaSt ? TCr the W ™diately after tattoo ii of S 

S;°?fL V S l than aQY °^er service he performs aboard 
tne ship. It is highly recommended for adoption by other units. 

B. RECREATION : 

two n? V fhl o :>W VieS Wer ° shcwn daily in five different places. In 
^.% 0f these the program was repeated. During the operation f if tv ' 
fiw r ? n S V^l 3 ™ 3 were shbwn f or a total of^2 7 times? to r^leL 
ishment days there* was a showing in a ready room for " thobe men (Slane 
check personnel} whose duty prevented ther/frdm attending the re?u! 
c^h S n^ht' eS ' " WaS estiraat ^ th at SCO officers and rj attend 

additiS->^ a fi^-- ? S 4t ^° n ^ s - e ^ tabliflhed usin S the R.B..O. In 
organs of thl V^™? 3 °? re S ular schedules-recorded • 

Each dav a hi'?pf f • and a " Western Band" were 'featured, 
aacfc day a brief interview with a pilot, ship's officer or kev * 

daiifl^er 35 °° nducted - °f the news ne^s was a 

is high. re3P ° n3e t0 these broadca «s indicate that their morale value- 
rs Iht availabnftv^/ 811 The limitation on its usage 
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SECURITY INFORMATION 
C. Casualities : 




LT Donald Earl LONDON, 355201/1315, U3NK • On 9 December 1951, 
while flying an F4U, purpose 1B1, cause ABLE, off South Korea 
collided in the air with LT James Theas PORTERFIELD, Jr., 347037/ 
1315, USNR also flying an F4U-4B. Both officers were killed. Both 
attached to VF 653. Remains not recovered. 
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LTJG Harry E. ETTINGER , 504133/1315, USNR (VF 194); Joss R, 
SLROY 3 57 84 22, USNR [VF 194); Julian H. GI..LILAHD, 837 59 86, 
AT2, USN (VF 194). On 13 December 1951, Wonsan Area, Korea, above 
personnel flying in AD, purpose 3T1, cause XRAY. Plane last seen 
in controlled flight with engine smoking - two parachutes seen to 
open. Plane carried crew of three. The plane was not seen to land 
or strike the ground because of aoproaching darkness. All three are 
reported missing. 

LCDR Benjamin Thomas PUGK, 165757/1310, USN (VF 194). On 18 
December 1951, off tfonsan Bay, Korea, fr ing an AD, Duroose 1T1 
cause CHARLIE. LCDR PUGH successfully ditched aircraft after prob- 
ably receiving own bomb blast damage. He was -observed to abandon 
aircraft without pararaft. He was dead upon arrival of rescue craft 
after one hour ten minutes in water, probably from exhaustion and 
cold. 



LT Robert Leroy SOBEY. 368995/1315, USNR £ VF 653), On 22 
December 1951, one-half mile east of Yon gluing, Korea, while flying 
F4U, purpose 1T1, cause UNIT, plane disintegrated in air durin^ 
intense AA fire. Remains not recovered. ^ 

LT William Mark FRANKOVICH, 437217/1S15, U3NR (VF 653), On 9' 
January 1952, 20 miles NW of Yodo-Ri, Korea, while flyinr in F4U 
purpose 1T1, cause TARE, was last seen trying to land on'the water 
oxl the coast because of engine trouble. Landing or bailout net 
observed. Reported missing in action. 



PART VI 



1 ' Aircraft Servicing 

Introduction of lube oil into avgas for use in jet aircraft 
is somewhat of a problem, tfhile the ^ronortioner (FB-100-A) 
itself operates very a-fctisf ootorily ,* it materially reduces the 
overall fueling rate and requires that lube oil oum-os be oseratfcd 
at nigh pressure over rather long periods of tiiae, VA V LEY FORGE 
rest spdltr ser 101 dtd 13 January 1952 outlined two alternate 
possibilities for introduction of lube oil into the av^a. It is 

i^f'wh? t d that SOn . acti , vit r with the facilities pursue the ventur- 
idea which seens to be the most promising. 




* 
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-JiCURITY INFORMATION 

This ship has experienced many of the problems inherent in the 
use of Mk55 bomb racks. Generally speaking, it is a satisfactory 
rack for use with prop aircraft. With jet aircraft a better, more 
positive rack is required. Hung bombs on jets during arrested land- 
ings carry away more than 50^> of the time. These bombs coning off 
the Mk55 rack travel up the deck at a high speed usually tumbling 
end on end, "The fuzes are always damaged and in many cases the 
fuzes have become at least partially armed. While all this is already 
known it is reiterated again for the benefit of present and future 
planning, and the necessity for designing bomb racks that will 

oocommodate new typa aircraft with their high speeds both in flight 
and on landing. 

2, Air craft Maintenance 

The Sperry Engine Analyzer on board for evaluation has been used 
enough to justify its inclusion in the Section G allowance list at 
this time. It is, of course, readily adaptable for use with AD type 
aircraft but underway the general feeling among the mechanics is 
that it is simply more trouble to hook up and use that its worth. 1 
While the Analyzer is not recommended for carrier use at this time 
it is recommended that an AD squadron be issued the Analyzer early 
during the squadron's training period in the states. It is felt that 
if the mechanics were more familiar with the operation of the 
Analyzer and more aware of its inherent capabilities they would use 
it more than enough to justify its being included in the Section G 
allowance, 

3 * Aircraft Handling 

No new or unusual problems were encountered in aircraft handling, 
Respotting of jet aircraft is somewhat complicated by the fact that 
only four gasoline fueling stations can deliver the avgas-lub oil 
mixture required in the J-42 engine. Close coordination by the Air- 
craft Handling, Maintenance and Service Officers has solved the 
problem and made up for inherent deficiencies of the proportioners 
[FB-100-A) now in use. 

The jet barricade has presented no problems and a complete 
resume of its minor deficiencies and attendant local fixes was 
covered in detail in VALLEY FORGE rest, Itr ser 68 dtd. 12 January 



Previous to this cruise this ship did not have jet blast deflec- 
tors. Consequently most of flight deck personnel were well checked 
out in the launching and handling of jets. Yet 'on the one occassion 
when one blast deflector was out of commission it was obvious that 
these people who were not familiar with operating procedures with- 
out blast deflectors made many mistakes. It is recommended launching 
j'-:ts without the use of a blast deflector or deflectors be made a 
standard training exercise for inclusion in USF 49 and that this 
exercise be conducted as part of all Operational Readiness Inspectioi - 



1952. 
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Temperature: Air: 
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Maximum 59 F 

Minimum 25 F 

Average 41 F 

Water: (30 Foot depth) 

Maximum 62 F 

Minimum 39 F 

Average 50 F 

Clear 26f of observations 

Scattered 22$ of 
Broken 23$ of 
Overcast 29$ of 
The predominate cloud form was 
2000-3000 feet. 



Cloud Cover: 



observations 
observations 
observations 
stratocumulus 



with bases at 



Visibility: Over 6 miles, 9858 of observati 



ons4 



Precipitation: Precipitation occured on 17 of the 36 davs in 
13 days 10 m ° 3t frequent fori71 was snow showers which occurred on 

Tiv , D f a in S period the Asiatic hi S h cell is fully developed 

giving a northerly wind flow over Eastern *sia. This air mass is 
very cold and dry and as it passes southward over Sea of Japan it 
becomes unstable, giving scattered snow showers. - P 

l.nH^A^^ 1 ^ fl °? 0Ver North Korea > the N °rth Korean high- 
lands cause the wind to divide into a northeasterly flow off 
Northeast Korean coast, and a westnorthwe sterly flow off the Eaqt 
ltnt\ h , e T en ^ h an V 0th Parallel, A shear fine or InsSbilitJ 
line is formed where these winds rejoin offshore. This shear line 
has many characteristics of a front with frequent to continuous 

o S ?°the ^^ S, i Ve " y - l0 r C ,\ ilin5S . and visibilities. The mean position 
of the shear line is to the northeast of the operating area but 

^"Korean SoaS? rly ^ P red ^ inates " *°vel southeastward to 

carried a o^7hp C 5o? Si ? n3 " wa s necessary to reduce the bomb load 
carried on the jets due to light winds at launching time. 

2. Communications 

(a) Facsimile (Aerology Laboratory) 

Attempts were made several tines daily to copy surface 700 MR ■ 
and Korean briefing charts, transmitted by NDT (RidiSphSto Unit I* 
Tokyo) and AIF-JPNZ (Tokyo blind weather broadcast)!" *>' 

orevailinr C ?S^° n « WaS ^ are i y ? btalned > w ^h poor reception to none 
prevailing. Poor reception during the day is caused mini v rw 

interference and at night by atmospheric^nte^erence? V 7 ™ 

(b) Radioteletype (Radio 1) 

On the average, reception was only fair. Interference renpniw 

ne%\a S ni V cSi a |ai C i a ur S e e ^ f * ilm *> ^ a ' - repo'rLawL'a^ces^f ^ 
?^t.^fLi*l 1Ure - C °Py ms alaost illegible at times due to 
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shou?d r b e e Ct in C ™^ ti0nS b6t — «C and the aerology 

3 - gal eae n t an d _Supp lie a 
(a) Radiosonde 

? =ch^ c If ™| SrSff ' 6 *^ frequently due to 
o „ mght deck In^rsnce 

0th6r aer0l ° SlCal ^™ °Pe-t ed satisfactorily. 
™™| ^1^^!^ ^» aboard. The 

S^^enT^^ 

J- ai^ applicable and pertinent. 
CU COMBAT^NFORmat IQN 

1» Radars 

: ; roved to be a r.al handicap a? rhT?- 011 ? ith sx S W 

eans of obtaining ran ? e riL? ^ be <=ause there wa s 1 

.•'-S-6B on SX consoles. H « v fr f ^ control when utiKC 
-■•sen working on a unit f^thU ur Ele «ronics Officershad 
•St =P«ratin s with™" £ w h^V^re^^ « c^L^ • 
•wt m C as of f aiIure . S p™^- ™ e results have beeh excellent 
^re would be no m eans % K^k^S'' »* arrange^ ' 

(b) specific: naj ° r ad ^™»ts. 

^ecte^b, .ather and is ^"fiStSfg-.^'tSL, 
™ ^M? 2 W,l»f. f S 1?P* ran,e air search 





2 * G^i^uni c 1 1 o n a 

uni=.'?Ln3? 3 |hc a s?rtt? ContSof f°««°Wc hindrance to good conm- 

?l°^ fl S °h a ^ W ^ S bUilt Which eliminated d?ff?cu!ty S ?f ifi? 8 

3 - Elag Oper ations 

(c) 010 functioned as the Flag CIC for Tnsk Fnrp n nn ^ +u 
absence of the ESSEX ^nd w-q nKir ^ -5 ^f 100 77 in the 

4 . E g co mmc n d a t ions 

an in^+? hC flr3t ? CQVy 1* ntn °* encountered after leaving Yokosuka 
an inspection was made of the =jM n + -i n 7 ^ loitosuKa 

wSnn,n A n Cr S Ck ^ ab ^ Ut t5 n lons > was found ln thc 3 kin of the ship 

tVwcTdcdVa^s^t'wJ^ g? a . 8 5 f 80 ?\ m8 ° raCk c ^onds tSro S ugh 
wo wcxaca plates. It will be repaired by welding during availabilit, 

^+n+ b ; A i°ngitudinal support member at frame 27 at-rbo^rd in 
stateroom 201, is cracked through thc web. This lonsitudin^l i? nrf 

avS?binty? th nCmbCr * Xt WiU bC "Pairod^wcX JSlig 

C A 3» crack in welded scam, Frame 2Q st^rbo-rd in h^v «f 

E. INTELLIGENCE 




urged that the full support of the .Ur Group embarked, be the pri- 
mary duty of the Photographic Intcrprctor assigned to the ship. 
Close cooperation of tho Intelligence section and the Fhotographic 
Interpretation section is naccssary to produce photographic "material 
for briefing purposes. 



Operations 

Upon arriving in the operating area, there were certain inade- 
quacies apparent that should be noted. Difficulty was experienced 
in^ gathering current operational information In time to prepare 
briefs for the initial combat flights. Comprehensive briefs to nrw 
Intelligence teams should be scheduled so that information can be 
properly prepared for the first days of operation. 

Personnel and physical space problems that were encountered at 
the outset of operations have gradually been overcome. Briefing 
and debriefing spaces in each ready room should be completed before 
deployment . 

The major portion of briefing is concentrated on accurate flak 
information in assigned target areas. Due to the increase in the 
volume and accuracy of anti-aircraft fire this section of the brief- 
ing becomes increasingly important. Plotting flak on'l:50,000 scale 
maps and pointing out surrounding terrain features is standard 
practice. The use of current annotated mosaics for briefing purposes 
and for actual pilot use is preferable It is suggested that debrief 
flak, J"EAF flak reports, Air Force flak reports and current photo- 
graphic flak analysis be compiled on a system of 1:50,000 scale maps 
with a careful system of maintenance by type and date. Additional 
information of each position can be carried in a Flak, Log. 

3, Search and Rescue: 

During the period of this operation wc had six pilots who ditchou 
in the water and none that elected to ditch on the beach. Of these 
six, four were successfully rescued, ©no is believed to have spun 
in, and the other remained in the water without his life raft one 
hour and ten minutes, a period much longer than usually required to 
effect a rescue. 

It is expected that the new Mark III exposure suit, currently 
available through ComFairJcp, will greatly increase the pilots 
ability to successfully resist exposure until rescue facilities 
arrive , 

The present facilities of hciiocoptcrs and ships along the East 
Coast for SAR purposes generally form an accepted minimum of rescue 
facilities in this area, The optimum distribution is, one at tho 
bombline, one in Wonsan Harbor, one at cither Hungnam or Songjin for 
a total of three* These facilities, together with Air Force hciio- 
coptcrs available at or near the bombline, form a great morale 
boost for all pilots flying in the area, 

The establishment of Dumbo facilities along the East. Coast is 
considered highly desirable. 
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SECURITY INFORMATION 

4» Evasion and . Escape 

Due to the classified nature of information on this subject 
it is considered that the Escape and Evasion Officer, Staff 
ComNavFE, should disseminate this intelligence. He is prepared 
to come aboard any carrier in Yokosuka, Japan for lectures, or, 
he may proceed with the ship to the operating area and give his 
lectures enroute*. Usually he is accompanied by two or more 
members of the Air Force who have recently been rescued from 
behind enemy lines. It is strongly urged that he be contacted 
for information on current escape and evasion methods. 

.Headquarters, Far East Air Force makes available, through 
the regular Navy Distribution list, current written reports on 
the debriefing of all personnel that have escaped or evaded. 
It is suggested that these publications be given wide pilot 
di ssemination . 

5 • Reports 

Reports are submitted in accordance with pertinent instruc- 
tions contained in the NAVAL AIR WARFARE REPORTING MANUAL (OPNaV 
Instr. 3430,1) and CTF 77 Operations Order #22-51 Revised. 



F„ PHOTOGRAPHIC INTERPRETATION 

1. Ships Photo Interpretation Sfraff 

One experienced photographic interpreter (LCDR) and one 
trained enlisted man (QM2) are assigned to the ship for photo- 
graphic interpretation duties. The volume of aerial photography 
necessitated the assignment of two additional officers to aid 
in the photographic interpretation work. Neither officer had 
training in photo interpretation but have shown great aptitude 
in carrying out their assigned duties. Additional aid in photo- 
graphic interpretation of great value was obtained from the Photo 
graphic Detachment, VC-61 H, 

2, The space assigned to the ships photo interpreter is in the 
ship's A ir Intelligence Office and proves inadequate for the 
volume of work assigned. Additional spaces were used as condi- 
tions permitted* The VC-61 H photo detachment utilized the ozlid 
room for much of their interpretation work, primarily that of 
flak analysis and target search. 

3» Photographic Interpretation Duties 

Flash Report: All aerial photography assigned to the ship 
must be studied as promptly as possible to send out the necessary 
flash report on damage assessment, condition of enemy A/F and 
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rail routes were prepared in a form easily carried by the pilots. 
Studies of flak positions were double checked in all cases. 

Target Search; The constant desire for suitable dump targets 
and targets for strike purposes constantly required the attention 
of the Dhoto interpreters. All such targets were reported in the 
x'lash reoort and annotated photographs and mosaics were prepared 
as often' as possible. The photo detachment, VC-61 H, aided the ship* : 
i? f I. and devoted a considerable amount of their time to target searc- 

Damage Assessment Photography: Damage assessments on all 
bridges, RR and other strike targets was reported by dispatch when 
photography was available. The largest number of aerial photographs 
examined have been for the purpose of making damage assessment 
reports. 

Additional Photography: Flash interpretation of all photography 
was made and reported by dispatch. Photos have been taken and studied 
for search and rescue, 

K-25 Strike Photography: The utilisation of K-25 photos for 
strike damage assessment has been hindered by the availability of 
only 2 pods that ware usable ■ Ouring period, tha small stsele of 

the photos and the lack of clarity in the prints. This and other 
problems have been ironed out in part. 

4* Conclusions 

The volume of aerial photography has posed numerous problems. 
Personnel and space inadequacies have been solved in part by impro- 
vision. Due to the excessive volume of production of aerial recon- 
naissance photography, the varying quality of photographic paper, 
and other difficulties encountered by the photo lab, the quality 
of aerial prints did not always meet the standard necessary for much 
of the work done. The problems of photo interpretation for the 
ship were considerably* increased due to the extensive support 
required in furnishing prints to ships along the east coast of Korea. 

It is recommended as a solution to the problems that an Inter- 
pron Unit in daily contact with the fleet be established to carry 
out much of the photographic and interpretation work now carried on 
by carriers in the force. 



G_. PHOTOGRAPHIC LABORATORY _ 

1. Gene ral^ 

No provision had been made for the large increase of Aerial 
Reconnaissance Photography since the ship last operated in the 
Korean Theater. 

Additional space was needed to identify and annotate the film 
is well as equipment to process and dry it. The allowance of 4 
^p.vRirm-iner nnt.f-it.R f a At f.1 rtm fSl-l 20} was not enough to overcome 
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The copying, by photography, of naps and charts for pilot use 
has assumed a major role in the present operations. An average of 
10 copy negatives and 281 prints" from these maps are made on each 
operating day with a peak works load of 33 negatives and 1303 
3x10" prints in 24 hours. 

In addition to the K-17 reconnaissance work, the Photo Lab also 
handles the K-25 strike photography on an average of 3 rolls per 
^ ay. A flash print (Sonne) is made and delivered to the Photo Offic 
■ if the respective. Squadron concerned. The co-ordinate numbers are 
narked on the flash print, the print is then delivered to the Ship' 
PI Officer who selects prints to be made for distribution. The K-23 
negatives are marked as per Manual of Photography instructions and 
10 8.10" SWG enlargements are made from each negative selected for 
di stribution. 

2. Peak Work Load Informat ion 

The exposed film is delivered to the Photo J--at> u. on landing. 
The film is processed, washed, and dried. 

One flash Sonne Print is made and sent to ship's P.I. Officer 
for checking. 

After the print is checked, the film is then marked by the 
VC-bl Urit with all necessary annotation and returned to the Photo 
Lab for printing, 

From each roll of marked film, 10 Sonne Prints are made and 
three additional on all surface interdiction targets. 



Processing Ti me Test Char t 
The time schedule below is for a '"peak work day". 
Number of exposures - 227 



Tine received in Photo Lab 



1145 



Entered Developing Room 
Left Developing Room 



1145 



1230 



Entered Dryer 



1231 



Left Dryer 



12 50 



Entered Print Room 



1250 



Delivered to A, I. 



1340 



Roll Time Flash Neg to 
No, Rec'd Print Photo 



Neg Smooth No. Total 

retur , prints expos. No, 
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3. Work: Accomplished , During Present Opera ting Period: 



K-17 film rolls davelopad 

92X9|" aerial prints made 

8x10* prints from K-25 negatives 

Prints, assorted sizes, from ro tine negatives 

such as Flight Deck Operations, copies, HOIK, 

PIO, etc. 



80 

106,777 
847 



8,467 



Total Prints 



116,091 



Film transparencies {4x5' ,f to lfx22") 
Gun camera film processed 



1,110 
22,000 ft. 



H. SUPPLY DEPARTMENT 



1. Aviation Supply 

This ship deployed with about 98$ of aviation items per 
applicable allowance lists on board. Non-critical and non- 
insurance items were stocked to 180 days with applied wartime con- 
version factor. Critical and insurance items were stocked to 90 
days with no wartime conversion factor. Only two AOG's were ex- 
perienced because of shortage of outfitting items as per basic 
allowance list. One casual item was 1411-4 wings; the other, H03S-1 
main rotor assembly. The first item was not obtainable in WestPac, 
the second is apparently not readily available in the system. More 
A0G*s f or this causS~,w^rQ preveilUed- tytmaiimum eft ort &nd im- 
provisation by Air Task Group ONE maintenance personnel. 

The balanoe of AOG's were caused by (1) mon-a llowanca list 
items and (2) usage above allowance list quantities. About 10 AOG' 
were in the first category and about 8 in the second. Usage abotfe 
allowance quantities arises from (1) heavier operating schedules 
than those anticipated at the time allowances were prepared, {2) 
anti-aircraft fire damage not anticipated by present allowance lis 
(3) use of aircraft on advanced service tours, (4} too exacting 
an interpretation of the "Insurance" item concept to deployment 
outfittings, and (5) cold weather operations. It is expected that 
the new reporting system just inaugurated by ComAirPac and AM0 
Oakland will result in consideration of these factors in allowance 
lists. It is also expected that the new reporting system will 
highlight the need for flexibility in application of allowance 
lists upon outfitting in order that the outfit will be conformed 
to anticipated actual operating conditions, such as those outlined 
above, to the extent possible. 

During the short period experience, COD delivery of urgently 
required spares has been disappointing. The few AOG items specifi- 
cally requested for delivery by COD averaged eight days from time 
of submission Df dispatch until the time items were received 
aboard. No recommendation is possible by the ship on this point 
since the reasons for delay are not apparent, 

Intra-forco emergency ■ support in all categories of material, 
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n™„!? aaeC \? f hQ ^ lum for serological soundings Is high and variable 
cause of the usage and the importance of serological reports to a 
al Svorfn^n^ h , iShly desirab ^ ^ replenish hell™ stocks 

? Ll L y , P f f™ 1 * 7 w d nG0GsaQr ^ to replenish those stocks at 

i°centToriod r i? e J. thlrt ?^° l^l dey pQrlod at aoa ' Durln 8 
lucent period it was possible to obtain 8 cylinders at ono reDlcni^ 

on?v' 2 ^ 8 °?? G ? re P lenls ^nts, tanker ladings wore such tha? 
°?d tfn^r lnS^ deP S WGre / Vflll9b1 ^ " is recommended that stand- 
Permit suffin?onf S i°,i° Vl ^ d ^ nd tnQt ' lf othcr considerations 
i/, l0lent stocks of helium be put aboard tankers so thct 
ton cylinders per GV arc available at each roplenishment! 

of sDQcia^winfn^i^^^^ ° V ' * ^P 10 ^ m th. future, allowances 
01 special wintor clothing are inconsistent with cold' weather n*osa* 

O^Qstlnnff^%f e ? a r 9tG r P ort in roply t0 OoinAlrPao Supply Support 
SnM«2 nalr f i S b0lng made on thls subject. Tho allowances for 
trousers, winter underwear and face masks arc excessive, Only 

wTndX'w S± n ^ ly A nd dlrQ °tly "posed to launching and landing 
J^nSiff 4 SQ i to ??' ^ S Q oonsequanoG, a considerable storage 
problem arises* On the other hand, almost everyone Dsriodioal 1 v ■ 
requires an U Jacket for wear on replenished 5o?k±Je pSrtlL , 
£S'«i^ en thls 4 re ^ 1 roment is cabined with a sizing problem, the 
AWZJtl lowanoe ls inadequate, A 100% allowance is recommended for 

3. Disbursin g 

a ^ndcr restrictions as to curroncy used in NavFE area, one 
dollar MPC certificates and U.S. nickels tend to disappear from I 
?2is f bt ? TG change, u beginning inventory of 4000 MPC ones and I 
JSOO in nicklcs, if a CV uses nickels in Ship's Store operations* 
is reoommended. V 

4. Ship's Sto re 

The following are recommended items to be stooked in quantities 
sufficient for the whole crulso before deploying: 

* m 4-, a * J tems of m inor operational spaces, such as spare parts 

o°L; Qllor Snop SGWln S machine and for patching machine in the 
•■^ODDler Shop* 

b« Repair parts for Barber Shop's elactrio clippers, 
o» Spare manglo aprons and an extra bleaoh crock for laundry., 
d. Laundry supplies, to extent permitted by spaoe, 
4. Three extra hand irons for laundry finishing work, 
5» Clothing and Small Stores * 

The demand for underclothing has been two to three times that 




aoup available for unrestricted issue around the clock. It has "been 
found that, while operating, the availability of soup at all hours 
has resultod in a 20$ reduction in meat consumption at noon meals* 

For the information of supply offieors without experience in 
the operating area, provisioning at sea is very efficient* For use 
in estimating timo requirements for provision loading) a good 
factor for first experience is 1,2 minutes per ton of provisions 
go be transferred. 

In preparing provision requisitions, the ship has considerable 
difficulty anticipating what items will be available. If prac- 
ticable, it is reoommended that the replenishing task clement send 
out, prior to the timo requisitions from the task force are request- 
edja dispatch detailing items of provisions which will be available 
at replenishment. Confining this dispatch to fresh and frozen items 
would probably suffice. 

Related to the above, there has been some experience of "forced 
issues" by provisiong ships. The need for moving stocks off provis- 
ion ships is appreciated. In view of the faot that directives re- 
quire that ships provision to capacity, foroed issued of chilled or 
frozen items could result in an impossible storage problem for the 
provisioning ship. It is believed that the recommendation under 
above is a solution to this problem as well* 

There hes been considerable delay in receipt of invoices after 
receipt of the related provisions at sea. Unit prioes end confir- 
mation of quanititiss are desirable for record purposes as early 
as possible, at any time, and particularly at the end of an 
accounting period. It is requested that provision ships emphasize 
timely preparation of invoioes and guard mail delivery after at 
sea delivery of provisions , 

On at least one ocoasion of at sea provisioning, this ship was 
not issued fresh fruits whioh had been requisitioned and stocks 
of whioh were broken out on topsido of the provisioning ship. In 
order to avoid misunderstanding, it is recommended that task 
foroe ships bo advi3ed of the basis for retioning of desirable - 
provision items as between ships of a force or as between ships 
93 different locations* 



i; commun i cation s 

1 , Radi o: 

During the period covered by this report the radio facilities 
handled approximately 13,000 messages, exclusive of service 
messages and relays. The volume of radio communications during 
the portion of this period when this vessel was the flagship of 
Commander Task Foroe 77 taxed the oapocity of available personnel 
and equipment. During such time, the personnel on duty in Radio I 
wore required to stand watches in' Condition WO in order to cover 
ell designated oirouits, In the main, the communications personnel 
performed exoollently, and rapid communications were conducted 
satisf aotorlly. However, towards the end of the period the 

nnn-pn+.nTs wfiTfi hnolnnlna tn hoannie overtired and listless from 
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satisfactorily when serving as the Te.sk Force flagship. It is 
highly desirable to enable radio personnel to maintain Condition 
THHEE in order to avoid an increase in the ratio of errors and 
diminishing reliability of communications resulting from excess 
fatigue and listlessness from sustained watch standing in Condit--,.,i 
ONe' The draining program being conducted will relieve the person- 
nel situatit* in tine provided adequate numbers of non-rated 
personnel with aptitude are assigned to communications duty. 

The shortage of radio transmitters caused traffic to be oel^i- :: . 
on numerous occasions. Sxceesive sparking f rom planes on the or- 
ward portion of the flight deck by reason of ^,6 radiated field 
from the TBA transmitter on frequencies around 10 ^J?*, ^*?" 8 * 
the securing of this transmitter pending field-strength investiga- 
tions. Aft a? obtaining rough data on field strengths ^various 
levels of power outputs, it was determined that this transmitter 
might be safely operated with reduced power output Pending the 
procurement of complete data on field strengths. The four TC^ 
transmitters located in Radio II and ^^io in prov, una is- 
faotory for long range communications and for CW transmission. 

Unless field strength tests dictate otherwise it is "oomended 
that a radio room to house the TBA transmitter be built on the 07 
level just forward of the stacks and that this transmitter be re- 
moved to that location. It is further recommended that the TCS 
transmitters be replaced by TDE, TEL, or TBM transmitters. 

The two TDQ and RCK equipments installed in ^io II proved 
unreliable by reason of. the ^ipa f ijh ™st bo ow r d t a 
horizontal position beneath the flight deck lejel during Ji? 
operations. Accordingly, it is recommended that these equipments 
be removed to the island snd that the antennae theref °« be 
located on the mast structure. Moreover , under .J^ 1 ^ ^™ 6 
conditions in a Carrier Task Force, three additional TO equip- 
ments arc desired, 

By separate correspondence , -.this command has pointed out the 

arista? m^ l ^^^S&S^ 

equipments were operated continuously on three ^f^rent -re- 
qSenSies, and the MAR was held in immediate read ™ 
important of these frequencies. Failures of the TDZ transmitters 
receseitated the use of the MAR with acceptable results. However, 
it is believed that more satisfactory performance would be 
obtained f?o.m additional TDZ or TED (preferably TED) equipment 
than oaa be expeoted from the MAR. 

2 * Visual: 

Visual communications were oonduoted satisf RO^orlly . At 
times screening ships were extremely slow in hoisting signals 
transmitted by "the OTC using flag hoist. It is P^obabl^ tha, 
Euoh delays were occasioned by shortages of signal personnel 
.:: .. = 7Zi n n ,..^ nn ath nr responsible relay ship and 
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T 'rc»^Commanding Officer, U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-A5) — By: 0P-09B92G 

'.'.ow^^ahief of Naval Operations 

Via: f 1 ) Commander Carrier Division FIVE 

(2) Commander Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN 

(3) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(k) Commander Naval Forces, FAR EAST 

(5) Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for the period 30 January 1952 through 
22 February 1952 

Ref: (a) OPNAV Instruction 3^80,5 dated 1 July 1952 

End: (1) Commander, CATG ONE conf ltr ser 05 dated 27 Feb 1952 

1* In aocordanoe with reference (a), the Aotion Report for the 
period of 30 January through 22 February 1952 is hereby submitted: 



In compliance with CTF 77 dispatch 162350Z of January '1952, 
the USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-/*5), CAPTAIN OSCAR PEDERSON Commanding, 
with ComCarDlv FIVE (REAR ADMIRAL F,W. MC MAHON) embarked, 
departed Yokosuka, japan, for the operating oraa on" 30 January 
1952. 

On 1 February 1952 the USS VALLEY FORGE (CV~U5) joined Task 
Force 77 close to the 38th Parallel on the east coast of Korea. 
The Task Force was commanded by REAR ADMIRAL JOHN PERRY, ComCarDiv 
ONE, aboard the USS ESSEX (CV-9) and operated under Task Force 77 
Operation Order 22-51 (2nd Revision) dated 6 December 1951. It was 
composed of USS ESSEX (CV-9), USS ANTIETAM (CV-36), USS VALLEY 
FORGE (CV-45), USS ST PAUL (Cii-73) , USS RADFORD (DDE-446). USS 
O'BANNON (DDE-450), USS FLETCHER (DDE-4^5), USS H.J. THOMAS 
(DDR-833), USS SHELTON (DD-790), USS J.E. KYES (DD-787), USS S«N. 
MOORE (DD-7^7) and USS MADDOX (DD-731). 

On 20 February 1952 the USS VALLEY FORGE departed Task Force 77 
in aooordance with ComTask Force 77 dispatch 160226Z and arrived 
in Yokosuka, Japan 22 February 1952 for a period of maintenance 
and upkeep. 

The mission of Task Foroe 77 was as follows: 



PART I 



COMPOSITION QF OWN FORCES AND MISSION 



(1) Conduct air operations from an operating araa off the 

-L. ^ J. - -£> Tr _ - _ ^_ 13. — *l _ « ^ ^ « * » « n 4- A -P 
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(h) Provide air spot to bombardment forces when directed. 

(5) Conduct photo and visual reconnaissance as required, 

(6) Coordinate air operations with the 5th Mr Force through 
J uu , itor ea a 

(7) Exchange intelligence information with friendly naval 
forces engaged in surface interdiction operations on the 
east coast of Korea, 

TISN C ?£T£!nM A i r ,T QS ? C Gr0Up 0NE 13 CDR C ' H . CRAB ILL , Jr., 

^ t Th \ G f° u P„ h9 ? ^ e following on-board count of pilots and airl 
cralt, at the beginning of flight operations on 2 February I952. 



SQUADRON 


NO, OF PILOTS 


VF 52 
VF 111 
VF 194 
VF 653 

VC 3 (Detachment) 
VC 11 {Detachment} 
VC 35 (Detachment) 


22 
23 
27 
26 

5 
5 
5 


VC 61 (Detachment) 
HQ 1 (Detachment) 


4 
_2 


TOTAL 


119 



NO, OF .AIRCRAFT 

13 F9F-2 

14 F9F-2 
8 AD-2 7 AD- 3 

17 F4U-4 
3 F4U-5N 
3 AD-4W 

1 AD-4N 3 AD-4NL 

2 AD-2Q 

3 F9F-2P 
-I H ° 3S 

75 

PART n 

CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS 
"rea 1 " 30 " 521 At th6 Shlp departed Yokosuka for the operating 

1- 31-52: The ship was enroute to the operating area. Ship- 
ooard training exercises were conducted. 

2- 1-52: Replenishment day. The ship joined Task Force 77, 

2-2-52; Air operations were conducted for the first day of 
she present period, LCDR W.H. ROGERS , VC 11 Detachment and two 
crewmen narrowly esoaped a serious aooident when the catapult ring 
woke during turnup, and the ice-covered deck denied the full use 
9:: brakes. Their AD-4W made a power take-off in only 137 feet of 
.lack space, actually touched the water off the bow. but remained ■ 
^lrborne and completed the assigned mission, LT R. HERMAN VF 653 
ditched his F4U within the landing pattern of the ship when his * 
plane caught fire as he was returning to the ship for landing. He 
was recovered by the VALLEY FORGE helioopter, suffering mild shock 
exposure, and minor burns about the face. LTJG P.P. PIERSON VF 653 
attempting a normal deok-run take-off in his F4U. engaged his tail 
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2-3-52: Air operations continued. A total of 83 sorties were 
flown. LTJG N.J. JOHNSON, VF l<)k t was shot down in his AD by flak 
just south of Hunenam. He was rescued in good condition by Monte 
Carlo helicopter (BELTING (L3T .799) ) " about' /+ 5 minutes later. 
IT R.S. GEFFEL, VF 653, wbs hit by flak near Hungnam but managed to 
continue his flight to Wonsan Harbor where he ditched his 57+U. He 
vas picked up uninjured by the BELTING (1ST 799) helicopter. A 
"ocord number of 80 rail cuts were made this date. Six bridges were 
destroyed, and a small village containing military supplies was 
bombed. Numerous secondary explosions were noted and severe fires 
burned for several hours afterwards. Jit least 10 large storage 
buildings were completely destroyed. Ji total of 50 sorties were 
flown. 51 rail cuts were made in addition to other interdiction 
destruction of targets of opportunity, 

2-8-52: Jiir operations began with a dawn launch of a RESCJVP 
to oover the USS ROCHESTER (CJi 12k) helicopter's attempt to rescue 
LTJG H..E. ETTINGER, VC 35 Detachment, He had been shot down 13 
December 1951 in the Kojo area south of Wonson and was now in the 
hands of friendly guerrilla forces. Information received indicated 
be was in dire need of medical attention* On the first attempt the 
belicopter from USS ROCHESTER (CJi 12b) crashed at the soene. During 
RESC/iP operation LT M,P. MC KENNJi, VC 3 Detachment, was hit by flak 
end was last seen heading his E2+U-5N seaward over Kojo Bay. LT MC 
\~3NNA is listed as missing in action, Five of the 

six planes on the RESCiP were hit by flak. LT M.E. SCHLUTSR, VC 35 
Detachment, was forced to land at K-50; all other prooeeded to K-18, 
On a second attempt made immediately after word wos received of the 
misfortune of the first helicopter, the helicopter from BELTING 
(LST 799) was badly damaged by flak and forced to return to the 
USS ST PAUL (CJi 73) . Rescue attempts at this soene were suspended^ 
for the remainder Df the day, Jit about the same time, approximately 
20 miles west of Kowon, ENSIGN M.S. BROOMHEAD, VF 19/+, was Shot 
Town by flak and orash-landed his JiD on a mountain side, A RESCJVP 
-as immediately formed and maintained over him. He appeared to bo 
!>adly hurt about the legs a The helicopter from the USS MANCHESTER 
;'CL-63) attempted to rescue him but unfortunately crashed at the 
soene. Later, two people were observed carrying a third person up 
■che hillside, Ji second helicopter furnished by JOC Korea arrived 
approximately 2 hours later but intense flak, high head winds, and 
fj'pproaohing darkness forced him to retire with no aucceas. Rescue 
operations were then suspended for the day. Relatively little 
damage was inflicted on the enemy due to diversion of most events 
to RESCJ,P. A total of 70 missions were flown. 

2-9-52: Task Force 77 replenished at sea e Jit dawn 8 props were 
launched to search the rescue areas of the previous day c The planes 
operated from K-18 to take maximum advantage of daylight. No 
activity was noticed at either area. All signs indicated the proba- 
ble capture of ENSIGN BROOMHEJiD and the two helicopter crewmen 
with him, ENSIGN BROOMHEiiD is listed as missing in action. 

2-10-52: Mr operations resumed. LT R. TJ.YL0R, VC 3 Detachment 
was hit by flak and landed his badly damaged F2+U-5N at K-18. A total 
of 79 sorties were flown on which k3 rail cuts were made. 



2-11- "52; Mr operations continued. 7k missions were flown 
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2-13-52: Task Force 77 replenished at sea, 

2-14-52: Air operations resumed but were cancelled in the 
early afternoon because of unfavorable weather. A total of 32 
sorties wera flown and 35 rail cuts were scored. The Skyraiders 
and Corsairs destroyed 4 bridges during the morning operations, 

2-15-52: Air operations wore cancelled because of unfavorable 
weather, 

2-16-52: Air operations were cancelled because of unfavorable 
weather. 

2-17-52: With the advent of good flying weather, air operations 
were resumed, A total of 75 sorties were flown. The soore for the 
day read: 97 rail cuts, 3 locomotives destroyed, 28 troops lei lied, 
22 oxoarts destroyed and 5 RR bridges badly damaged. 

2-18-52; Air operations continued. 76 missions were flown 
scoring a total of 46 rail cuts. The VALLEY FORGE and PHILIPPINE 
SEA teamed up on a special mission against a barracks concentration 
at Pungsan. The resultant soore was 45 buildings destroyed, 20 
severely damaged and 18 received minor damage, 

2-19-52: Air operations continued. 68 sorties were flown, 
scoring 75 mil cuts, killing 121 troops, destroying 21 buildings, 
15 oxcarts, 4 RR bridges * and inflicting other minor damage. LTJG 
D.F, TATUM, TF 52, was last seen as ho crashed his F9F into a 
mountain following a glide bombing run on a rail cut* His plane 
exploded upon impact and LTJG TATUM is listed killed in action, His 
aircraft is presumed to have been hit by flak. LT W.F. JOHNSON, Vi- 
lli, ditched his F9F near the ship because of a flame-out and was 
picked up by VALLEY FORGE helicopter, 

2-20-52: Task Force 77 replenished at sea and upon being re- 
lieved by the USS ESSEX (CV-9) and USS ANTIETAM (CV-36) , the 
VALLEY FORGE together with the PHILIPPINE SEA departed for port 
at Yokosuka , Japan, 

PART III 



PERFORMANCE OF ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT 
A. Ammunition Expended ! 



2,000# G*P* Bombs 15 

1,000# G«P, Bombs 479 

500$ G.P. Bombs 112 

250# G.P. Bombs 1,810 

100# G.P, Bombs 1,102 

5" HVAR Rockets 250 

Flares- (Mark 5 & 6) 86 

Na pa lm 45 

220/26O# Frag 48 

20mm Ammunition 80,200 

.50 Cal, Ammunition 106,460 



PART TV 



SECURITY INFORMATION- 
B. Damage to Aircraft : 
No. of Planes 

5 
18 

2 
18 

1 

1 



DEGU&SIF1ED 



Types Causes 

E4U-4 Enemy antl-airoraf t fire* 

AD-2(3) Enemy anti-airoraf t fire* 

AD-4NL Enemy antl-airoraf t fire, 

E9F-2 Enemy anti-airoraf t fire, 

E9F-2P Enemy anti-aircraft fire, 

F4U-5N Enemy anti-airoraf t fire 



C. 



J_j U iJ 


of .Aircraft; 






Date 


Sq uadron 


Type 


Bu ft No « 


2-2 
2-2 


VE 653 
VE 653 


E4U-4 
E4U-4 


82038 
97277 


2-3 
2-3 


VE 653 
VE 194 


E4U-4 
AD- 3 


81764 
122269 


2-4 
2-8 


VE 194 
VE 194 


JiD-2 
AD-3 


122 327 
122842 


2-8 
2-19 


VC 3 
VE 111 


E4U-5N 
E9F-2 


124495 
127165 


2-19 


VF 52 


E9E-2 


127203 



Causes 



D, Damage inflicted on Enemy : 



Trucks 
Cars 

Locomotives 
Oxcarts 
Fa otories 
Warehouses 

Barracks nnd Buildings 
Gun Emplacements 
Ox en 

Villages 
Bunkers 
RR Cars 
RR Bridges 
RR By-passes 
Observation Post 
Lumber Piles 
M/Y Yards 
Rail Cuts 
Troops Killed 



On fire from 
Crashed on ta 
Jettiaioned* 
Enemy AA fire 
Enemy A A fire 
territory. 
Enemy AA fire 
Enemy AA fire 
territory. 
Enemy AA fire 
Enemy AA fire 
mountain* 
Flame out. Di 



Destroyed 



fuel leak. Ditched, 
ke-off and burned. 



61 
1 
3 

60 

4 

109 
18 

29 

2 

46 

15 
12 
1 
30 
25 
691 
171 



, Ditched at sea, 
. Crashed in enemy 

, Ditched at sea* 
t Crashed in enemy 

* Missing in action,, 
, Crashed into 

tched at sea. 



Damaged 

45 



1 



1 



42 
1 


2 

42 

5 







The above mentioned table represents a o™!™ 11 ^- 6 ^^^^^- 
of the actual damage inflioated on the enemy during this operation... 
SAot Only tnose instances uhere the damage could be assessed 
Ev r i£e\ilS were used in compiling this table There were many 
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Types Causes 

E4U-4 Enemy antl-airoraf t fire* 

AD-2(3) Enemy anti-airoraf t fire* 

AD-4NL Enemy antl-airoraf t fire, 

E9F-2 Enemy anti-airoraf t fire, 

E9F-2P Enemy anti-aircraft fire, 

F4U-5N Enemy anti-airoraf t fire 



C. 



J_j U iJ 


of .Aircraft; 
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Bu ft No « 
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2-2 


VE 653 
VE 653 


E4U-4 
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97277 


2-3 
2-3 


VE 653 
VE 194 


E4U-4 
AD- 3 


81764 
122269 


2-4 
2-8 


VE 194 
VE 194 


JiD-2 
AD-3 


122 327 
122842 


2-8 
2-19 


VC 3 
VE 111 


E4U-5N 
E9F-2 


124495 
127165 


2-19 


VF 52 


E9E-2 


127203 



Causes 



D, Damage inflicted on Enemy : 



Trucks 
Cars 

Locomotives 
Oxcarts 
Fa otories 
Warehouses 

Barracks nnd Buildings 
Gun Emplacements 
Ox en 

Villages 
Bunkers 
RR Cars 
RR Bridges 
RR By-passes 
Observation Post 
Lumber Piles 
M/Y Yards 
Rail Cuts 
Troops Killed 



On fire from 
Crashed on ta 
Jettiaioned* 
Enemy AA fire 
Enemy A A fire 
territory. 
Enemy AA fire 
Enemy AA fire 
territory. 
Enemy AA fire 
Enemy AA fire 
mountain* 
Flame out. Di 



Destroyed 



fuel leak. Ditched, 
ke-off and burned. 



61 
1 
3 

60 

4 

109 
18 

29 

2 

46 

15 
12 
1 
30 
25 
691 
171 



, Ditched at sea, 
. Crashed in enemy 

, Ditched at sea* 
t Crashed in enemy 

* Missing in action,, 
, Crashed into 

tched at sea. 



Damaged 

45 



1 



1 



42 
1 


2 

42 

5 







The above mentioned table represents a o™!™ 11 ^- 6 ^^^^^- 
of the actual damage inflioated on the enemy during this operation... 
SAot Only tnose instances uhere the damage could be assessed 
Ev r i£e\ilS were used in compiling this table There were many 
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PART V 



PERSONNEL 

.1 ff Performan ce : 

Personnel performance continued to be excellent, Likewise, more" 
of the ship's company continued high. 

The overage on-board count of enlisted personnel during the 
operating period was 1092, of which 32 were away on temporary 
additional duty and 10 away from the ship on emergency leave* The 
total losses for various causes were 22, fifteen of which were 
petty officer ratings. The total gains were 46, all of which were 
non-rat^d personnel, which ware badly needed. The petty officer 
shortages in the electronics, engineering, gunnery, end communication 
ratings continues critical, A vigorous on-the-job training program 
for non-rated men and third class petty officers is being proseouted 
by all Departments, Likewise, each Department is examining personnel 
duty assignments to ensure the most efficient employment of person- 
nel to cbtain the maximum savings in man-hours 

The comments in the last VALLEY F ORGE Action Report concerning 
tlie assignment of a Protestant and a Catholic chaplain to CV's 
deployed in a oombat area still apply s It is noted with appreciation 
fchat a Catholic chaplain is being assigned to the ship* During this 
period, to meet the lack of a Catholic chaplain for Sunday services-, 
the exchange of Protestant and Catholic chaplains by helicopter 
between this ship and the PHILIPPINE SEA end ANTIETAM was carried 
out when in oompany. The response of the respective ship's compani-'jo 
was enthusiastic Our practice of the delivery of a brief prayer 
by the ship's chaplain at tattoo each evening, over the lire ciraui:;, 
was continued. Comments received indicated an appreciative response- 
's, Recreation: 

The daily program of seven showings of motion pictures was 
continued for a total of 160 showings for this periods 

A daily program of recorded music, news broadcasts, miscellaneous 
interviews | and re-broadc^st of Armed *Foroes Radio programs from 
Tokyo was oarried out over the ship 7 s RBO system. 

The hobby shop program was sustained throughout the period, with 
rewarding results, 

A staff was appointed and work was begun on a ship's cruise 
book. The printing will be done in Tokyo in aooordance with arrange- 
ments concluded by the ship's Chaplain during the last in-port 
period in Yokosuka, 

When the ship returned Yokosuka, full advantage was taken by 
officers and enlisted men of the rest hotels in the area; it is 
considered highly beneficial for the maximum number of the Air 
Group to get off the ship and go to a rest camp for a portion of 
each in-port period , More applicants for this valuable form of 
recrentinn than rasa r vet inns alwavs exist., 



SECURITY INFORMATION ' 



mmmmmm MSSlflED 

SECURITY INFORMATION 

More athletic facilities are needed in the Yokosuka area, 
.Although athletic facilities do exist they are not believed adequate 
for both shore-based activities and ship personnel. In particular, 
more basketball courts, volleyball courts, softball and baseball 
diamonds are needed. At present there are no handball or squash 
courts. An indoor swimming pool is needed not only for recreation, 
but for survival training and swimming instruction. It is believed 
that the addition of more athletic facilities will do much toward 
reducing further the V.D. rate. The present lack of athletic 
facilities makes it difficult for AIRPAC units to carry out the 
AIRPAC Inter /Intra-Mural Athletic Program, 

C . Ma i 1 : 



During this operating period the capacity of the Post Office 
was increased considerably by a modification which consisted of mov- 
ing the inboard bulkhead further inboard and by providing storage 
^pace for mail bags under the ventilation trunk adjoining the Post 
Office, Rearrangement of the lighting fixtures resulted in improved 
lighting, The speed and efficiency of mail handling has been 
notioeably improved by these simple expedients. 

Only 97 bags of U.S. Mail were reoeived on this ship during the 
entire period of this operation. Jew, if any, addressed newspapers 
and magazines were delivered in the operating area. No mail was 
sant to the operating area during the last week of operations for 
delivery to this, ship, although 10 bags previously dispatohed and 
hold by one of the replenishment ships was delivered on 20 Feb 1952. 

D, Casualltles i 

LT John Patrick MC KENNA, VC 3 Detachment, 460267/1315, USNR. 
On 8 Feb 1952, while flying an F^U-4, purpose 1X3, cause TARE, he 
was lost seen heading south over Kojo Bay, North Korea, LT MC KENNA 
was reported missing in action, 

ENSIGN -Marvin "S" EROOMHEAD, VF 19^, 538977/1325, USNR, On 
8 Feb 1952, while flying an AD, purpose 1T1, cause TARE, he crash 
landed in remote area of enemy territory thirty miles northwest 
Wonsan, Korea, He was known to be alive, but injured, on that date, 
ENSIGN BROOMHEAD was reported missing in action, 

ENSIGN Richard Delbert JENSEN, VF 653, 537907/1325, USNR. On 
11 Fob 1952 while flying an F^U, purpose 1T1, oause TARE, he crashed 
1,5 miles southeast of Munohon, North Korea, His plane was seen to 
explode upon impact with ground. He was reported as killed in 
action. 

LTJG David Franklin TATUM , VF 52, ^06^8^/1315, USNR. On 19 
Feb 1952, while flying an F9F-2, purpose 1T1, causo TARE, he orashed 
into mountain side during run on target, probably the result of AA 
fire. His plane was seen to explode upon impaot with the ground, 
LTJG TATUM was reported killed in aotion. 




SECURITY INFORMATION 

During a deck run take-off from the 570' foot position the tail 
wheal assembly of an F4U picked, up the engaging straps of Davis- 
rigged Number 4 barrier (Barishee webbing). The barrier was in the 
normal down position. The Davis-rigged barrier (Banshee webbing) has 
a normal tendency to lift about three inches off the deok when any 
type prop aircraft take*-off across it. To prevent the reoccuranda 
of this freak accident five bungees are rigged from tie-down track 
to the tie-down track across the engaging straps of the Banshee 
webbing* This fix prevents lifting due to prop blast on take-offs. 

2. Aircraft Maintonanco: 
No comments. 

3, Alroraft Servicing : 
No oomments, 

B» Operations ; 

1* Mr Operations : 

In the interest of more efficient communications with aircraft, 
it is reoommended that an .AN/ARC 1 be installed in Air Operations. 
Such an installation would allow more effective utilization of the 
TDQ transmitters and RCK receivers now piped into Air operations on 
remote position units by releasing them for use by the ship and 
flag based aboard, An AN/ARC 1 would permit more flexibility than 
now possible in controlling airoraft from other ships. The AN/ARC 1 
is generally easier to maintain than the other radio units, 

2. Aerology : 

During the period 1 February to 20 February 1952, inolusive, the 
normal winter weather pattern prevailed, axoept for 14 to 16 Feb- 
ruary, inclusive. In this latter period the Asiatic high cell was 
centered far to the north and the polar trough was north of the 
mean winter position resulting in an easterly to northeasterly air 
flow over the operating area. During this period the weather in the 
operating and target areas were non-operations. 



a , Communications : 



(1) Facsimile {Aerology 



Laboratory) ; 



The faosimilo reception 
during January, but is still poor 



was more satisfactory than 
much of the time. 



(2) Radioteletype: 



Reoeption was average. 



(3) Radio (CW Radio I) : 



CW reoeption of weather 



was only fair. 



SECURITY INFORMATION 

b. Equipment and Supplies: 
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(1) Radiosonde: 

The radiosonde was frequently inoperative for short 
periods of time due to meohanical trouble and looal interference. 
Interference from the traotors on the flight deck: frequently out 
the sounding out entirely, and it is recommended that these tractors 
have suppressors installed to eliminate this source of interference. 

Other aerologioal equipment operated satisfactorily, 

3» Combat Information Center : 

a. Radars: 

(1) General: 

The performance of ell radars was considerably better 
than during the preceding period on the line* There were no seriouo 
maintenance problems, 

b, Speoifio: 

SX - The SX radar is still considered the best all-purpose 
radar and was in use continuously exoept for the regular maintenance 
checks, 

SPS-6B - The SPS-6B radar is best for long range air searoh, 
especially for small groups of jets and aircraft at high altitudes. 
Returning strilce groups of jet airoraft were normally deteot^d and 
tracked from 70 to 85 miles out* As has been noted in the reports 
of other ships this radar is adversely affected by high relative 
winds , 

SU - The SU radar gave excellent performance during the 
entire period and is the most reliable of our surfaoe search radars, 

XSG-7 - The XSG-7 radar is very good for medium and short 
range surfaoe search but is not completely dependable beoause of 
the blind spot on the starboard bow due to the location of the 
antenna. 4 There also has been considerable trouble as a result of 
halyards becoming entangled in the SG- antenna, 

, Communications : 

Considerable improvement was notedduring this period in ship- 
to-airoraft communications. Some difficulty is presently being 
experienced with the AN/^RCs looated in CIC which oould possibly 
be due to the location of the antenna. The URD in CIC has been of 
little or no value during this period beoause it is not reliable 
beyond 35 miles. It has been determined that this is due largely to 
the oonstant vibration of the antenna in its present location, 

d, Flag Operations; 



CIC served as the Flag CIC for Task Force 77 during this 
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The continued operation of all available transmitters again 
reduced the opportunities for routine maintenance and required 
restoration of breakdowns under great pressure, as in the precedina 
operating period. 

The same oomments aa to the Communications complement and as to 
changes in equipment which were set forth in the last action report 
are still applicable. The shortage of qualified radio operators is 
keenly ffilt, although the school-graduate strikers are progressing 
very satisfactorily. The non-school-graduate strikers are showing 
creditable progress, but cannot be given e.s adequate training as 
would be liked due to the heavy work load of operations. 

b. Visual: 



SECURITY INFORMATION 



No comments. 



5* -Air Intelligence : 

The often-reported defensive taotic of the use of mobile flak, 
has been again observed. Different flights over the same assigned 
track sector reported new positions and photo analysis substantiated 
these reports. The type of weapon noted has been predominantly the 
37mm. Small arms fire oontinues to bo used effectively against 
low-flying aircraft. An analysis of flak damage sustained during 
this operating period is inoluded in the ATG-1 section of this 
report, 

The primary assignment during this period has been rail cutting. 
This mission has been successfully oarried out. The rabidity with 
whioh rails all along the East Coast have been repaired indicates 
an increasingly flexible and efficient repair organization. 

a • Survival: 

The following recommendation is made with regard to the 
debriefing of aviators who have been forced to ditch in the Korean 
area : 

Upon arrival in Yokosuka the pilots should be sent to COMN/iVFE, 
Tokyo for further interrogation by Navy-Mr Force survival 
personnel and comprehensive reports routed by means of the 
distribution list to all interested United Nation Commands, 

ATG-l pilots have been partially fitted with the new Mark III 
Exposure Suit which has been a great improvement over the old type 
suit, Sone difficulties have been experienced with the Me.rk III, 
and an elaboration on these points are inoluded in the /iTG-1 section 
of this report* 

6, Photo Interpretation : 

Thirty-four photo missions were flown against the enemy during 
the operating period. The missions were flown for route condition, 



The construction of mosaics required considerable time. The use 
of previously constructed mosaics in the plotting of flak from 
raore recent photography proved satisfactory and resulted in a 
large saving of time. It was found desirable that the mosaics be 
constructed so that the north arrow remained constant in succeeding 
pages in the touraid booklet,. Coordinates to six digits have been 
aided for all major targets along the route. 

The addition of a P.I. Report on each route study or Touraid 
-vas provided during this period. The report contains a brief and 
concise statement of each target, major flak concentration and 
recommended targets for strikes when possible. Such a report is h 
iieved highly desirable for aid in the selection of targets, 
ordnanoe , and in the planning of strikes 8 

Ten route studies were produced during this period representing 
the production of over 500 individual booklets and the use of 
approximately 4,200 8x10 photograDhs, 

Thirty-three target studies were made, the majority of which 
required the preparation of a moaaio and the location of all flak 
positions, A P,l, report was medo on four of the studies to properly 
identify and describe the targets looated on the mosaics, _A11 target 
■jnfi route studies were given full distribution to all carriers 
and carrier division staffs, 

The ship's P,I» target file was developed further and now 
contains photography on more than 600 individual targets in Korea, 

Preparation of flak studies require a minimum scale of 
1/5000, To obtain the necessary coverage over high-intensity flak 
areas K-38 photography accomplished by the USS ESSEX F2H photo- 
graphic planes has proven far superior to the K-17 limited to the ; T 
cone. It is recommended that future photo detachments be equipped 
with planes capable of carrying oameras with oones giving more 
iesireble photo coverage,, Although it is realized that later 
models of the F9F will be so equipped, it is believed that the K-lti 
(2V) camera oan be installed in the F9F-2 with and R assistance,. 

the F9F-2 will continue to fly many missions over defended 
enemy territory from CV9 type ships, this installation should be 
undertaken without delay e 

Photography Laboratory : 

During the last operating period the Photo Lab experienced 
a great inc-reese in the copying of large maps and charts in support 
of aerial reconnaissance and for use in making up "Touraid" 
booklets for pilots. 

Though this was a large scale operation requiring rapid 
accomplishment this was obtained by a simple modification of our 
copying equipment. The lamps for Illuminating the copy were placed 
on arms attached on either side to the camera bed and fully 
justable to height and spread of illumination* This arrangement 

"Droved VR-rv nffi ni nnt in nht.nl 



33CUEITY INFORMATION 



SECURITY INFORMATION 



DECLASSIFIED 



C. Gunnery : 

1« RGplenishment at sea: 

In an attempt to Increase the rate at which ammunition can be 
transferred from the ammunition ship to this vessel two new methods 
ware tried during this operating period. During ammunition re- 
plenishment on 13 February f a wire highline was rigged from the 
number 4 hatch of USS 5 8) to the Hangar deck opening 

at frame 74 starboard* Five and a half tons of bomb fuzes, rocket 
motors and rocket heads were transferred in 70 minutes. 

On 20 February an attempt was made to use the Housefall method 
for transferring ammunition between these same two stations* The rig 
was not successful. The starboard forward accommodation ladder is 
normally stowed across the lower portion of the opening at frame 
74. In this position the ladder seriously interfered with the 
Housefall rig. .Also, presently installed padeyes at this station 
ere so positioned that chafing occurs against the upper edge of 
the Hangar deok opening. 

In order to provide an additional ammunition transfer station 
■it frame 74 the following steps have been or will be taken: (a) - 
stow the accommodation ladder in the overhead of the Hangar deck, 
(b) relocate the padeyes at frame 74, and (o) install a roller 
■■along the upper edge of the Hangar deok opening to prevent chafing. 
With those improvements it is believed that an addition to the 
overall loading rate of about 20 tons per hour can be obtained by 
the addition of the Housefall or hghline rig at frame 74. 

2. Training: 

Two anti-aircraft firing exerolses were conducted during the 
period of this report, one while enroute to the operating area and 
the second while returning to Yokosuka* It is reoorumended that 
more frequent opportunities for firing be provided in order to 
stimulate interest and increase the proficiency of gun and control 
personnel. 

3. Material: 

On 2 February an F4U-4 aircraft crashed into five inch mounts 
two and four and burned, It struck mount No. 4, pivoted and struck 
mount No, 2, then came to rest supported by mount No. 2 and the 
outboard side of the gun sponson. Gasoline fires in the area were 
brought under control and extinguished by the use of fog foam. 
The rammer assemblies of both mounts, the pointer's and trainer's- 
v.olescopes on mount Nc . 4, the pointer's telescope of mount No, 2, 
•:.nd the firing and lighting cirouit on mount No. 4 were so damaged 
83 to require replacement. Other damage to the mounts was 
superficial, 

D * supply: 




SECURITY INFORMATION 
2. Ship's Stora : 

Data are being furnished ComAirPao and MrPac CV's, via sep- 
arate^ correspondence, of the Ship T s Store servioe facilities 
supplies recommended for a six months* cruise* 

3. Engineering ; 

No comments. 

i\ Medical: 



No comments. 



G. Dental: 



It is strongly reoommended that a prosthetic unit be installed 
aboard CV*s. The large number of patients requiring prosthetio 
treatment, and the short time in port where such treatment is 
available to our personnel, results in a highly unsatisfactory 
arrangement. 

The ability to render prosthetic treatment aboard when indicated, 
would constitute a positive morale factor, an3 in some measure afford 
relief to the already over-burdened land-based prosthetic clinios. 
Such servioe would be also of much value to smaller ships in 
company* 




OSCAR PSDERSON 



Copies to* 

CNO (2 advanoe) 

C INC P/i CELT (5 advance) 

COMAIRPJjC (10 advance) 

COMFAIRALfiMEDA 

CINCP/iCFLT EVALUATION GROUP 

COMNJiVFE 

C ONSEVENTHFLT (1 advanoe) 

CTF 77 (2 advance) 

COMCARDIV ONE 

COMCARDIV THREE 

COMCARDIV EIVE 

USS ESSEX (CV-9) 

USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CV-31) 

USS jjlfTIETAM (CV-36) 

USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47) 

USS PRINCETON (CV*-37) 

USS BOZER (CV-21) 

CVG 2 

CVG 5 

CVG 11 

CVG 15 
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U.S.S. vJoiW FORGE (CV-45) .. 
Qare of Fleet Poat Office 
San Francisco, California CV45A9-4 

3er 096 



Yomi Commanding Officer, U.S.S. VALL3Y FORGE (CV-45) 
-o: Chief of Naval Operations 
/iat (l) Gomraander Task Force SE/ENTY SEVEN 

(2) Commander SE/ENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces, FAR EAST 

(4) Oommander- in-Chief , U»S., Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for the period 3 March 1952 through 4 April 1952 

Reft (a) OPNAV Instruction 3480,5 dated 1 July 1951 

Encll (l) Commander, GATG ONE conf ltr ser 0? of 7 April 1952^* \ 3 

1, In accordance with reference (a), the Action Report for the period of 3 
March through 4 April 1952 is hereby submitted! 



7 April 1952 

DECLASSIFIED 

NAVWSTDtVINST 5500.1; 
By: OP-09B92C _ 



COMPQSITION OF Oat FORCES AN D MISSION 

In compliance with CTF 77 dispatch 280U8Z of February 1952, the USS VALLEY 
FORGE (CV-45), CAPTAIN OSCAR PEDERSON Commanding, with ComCarDiv FIVE (REAR 
ADMIRAL F* W. MC U&HON) embarked departed Yokosuka, Japan, for the operating 
area on 3 March 1952. 

On 5 March 1952 the USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) joined Task Force 77 close to 
the 38th Parallel on the east coast of Korea. The Task Force ras commanded by 
REAR ADMIRAL JOHN PERRY, ComCarDiv ONE, aboard the USS ESSEX (CV-9) and operating 
under Task Force 77 Operation Order 22-51 (2nd Revision) dated 6 December 1951. 
It ras composed of USS ESSEX (CV~9), USS ANTIEIAM (CV-36), USS VALLEY K)RGE 
^0V-A5), USS ST PAUL (CL-73), USS ROCHESTER (CA-I24), USS J. A. BOLE (DD-755J, 
U3S IOFBERG (DD-759), USS BUCK (DD-76l) , USS B. HIS3 (DD-887), USS STICKELL 
(DD-888), USS CHWAII^R (DDR-8O5J and USS A. J. ISBELL (DD-869K 

On 2 April 1952 the USS VALLEY FORGE (CV.45) departed Task Force 77 in 
accordance with CTF 77 dispatch 28023&S of March 1952 and arrived in Yokosuka, 
Japan U April 1952 for a period of maintenance and upkeep. 

The mission of Task Force 77 was as follows! 

(1) Conduct air operations from an operating area off the east coast of Korea 
to provide close air support of friendly troop operations, interdiction 
to enemy routes of movement and supply, and armed reconnaissance of 
enemy installations and lines of communications. 

(2) Provide air cover for replenishment ships and other friendly naval 
surface forces when necessary. 



(3) Protect the force against air, surface and subsurface attacks. 



J-flJOHITY. IN30RMATI0N 

Commander Carrier Air Task Grou^ON^C^Tef W CRABILL, Jri, USNi Th e 
Group had the following on-toard count of pilots and aircraft at the beginning 
of flight operations on 4 March 1952* 

SQUADRON HO. OF FIIOTS NO, QF AIRCRAFT 



VF 52 



20 12 F9F-2 



VF 111 23 11 



VF 194 
VF 653 



26 10 AD2(3), 2 AD-2Q 

25 16 F4U-4 



VG 3 (Detachment) 5 3 Ff 

VC 11 (Detachment) A 3 *J?"flJ 

VC 35 (Detachment 5 3 AD-4g 

VC 61 (Detachment) 4 3 J^ 1 ;^ 

HU 1 (Detachment) 2 1 HO 33-1 

TOTAL 114 6 4 

PART II 

CHRONOIjD GT fl/fr pM3^R OF ^V^NTS 

3-3-521 Dsparted Yokosuka, Japan for the operating area. Conducted training 
exercises and routine ship drills* 

3- 4- 52i Conducted refresher air operations in Area FOX during the afternoon. 
i'he ship conducted training exorcises and battle problems. 

3-5-52) Air operations were conducted during tho morning in preparation for 
.ombot operations. Planes transferred from the USS (OT-9) were landed 

aboard during the morning operation which brought the on-board count of aircraft 
to 81. 

3-6- 52i Air operations were conducted aimed at the destruction of the North 
Korean rail not, The morning hecklers sighted a total of 6 locomotives to which 
flights were diverted throughout the day. Two locomotives were completely 
stroyed and the 4 others severely damaged. 50 rail cuts were made, 46 boxcars 
destroyed and 22 boxcars damaged. A total of 87 sortios were flown, 

3-7- SZt Routine air operations continued. A total of 91 sorties ware flown 
and a total of 124 rail cuts were made. This score sot a record for rail cutting 
for the VA.LLTCI FORGE to date. 

3-8-521 Air operatione were hampered due to bad weather. Our morning hecklers 
-nd one flight of 4 P4U's wore tho only planes ovqr Korea today, A total of 30 
-ortios were flown and the damago amounted to 3 trucks, 8 rail cars, 3 supply 
landings and rails were cut in 8 placos. 

3-9-52: Routine air operations were conducted as scheduled, A total of 5 
■ : un« suffered flak damage, although only one, LTJG R. KOtTOFF, VF 194, ma 
forced to land at King 50, an emergency field. All tho others returned safely 
aboard. A total of 87 sorties were flown scoring 70 rail cuts. 

3-10- 52( Replenished at sea* 

> 11-521 Air operations resumed as schoduled. LT H, L. WRIGHT, /F 653, 
rivinP an F#. was hit by flak while flying an inland reconnaissanca routo, mo 



d^GURITY INFORMATION 



3-I2-52t Routine air operations contliraed as scheduled. A total of 6 planes 
suffered flak damage. Two, LTJG J. U. THAYER, VP 194 and LP H, A, DORGERDING 
/F 194, wore forced to land at King 18 and King 50, respectively. All th Q othors 
returned safely aboard. A total of 90 sorties wore flown scoring 97 rail cuts 
destroying 11 trucks and 2 railroad cars. 

>1>52j Routine air operations continued, A total of 4 planes suffered "flak 
^.mago, T TO , LODR R. S. SCHREIBT5R, VP 194, an d LTJG H.J. JOHNSON, VP 194 uor T 
Curood land at King 18, All the other pianos returned safely aboard. The night 
i'!cklara wore launchod 50 minutes early to lend Air Support to T3 95,21 which wns 
■ndor firo from shore installations* Pilots reported the mission successful 
■wving boon givon a "Well Dono" by tho USS MAN<2n$T3R (CL-83). A total of 100 
sorties wore flown, sooring 71 mil cuts, destroying 3 trucks and 3 shore battorie; 

3-14-52: Replenished at sea, 

3-15-521 Air operations resumed as scheduled, A total of 10 pianos suffered 
flak damage, but all returned safely aboard, A total of 90 sorties wore flown 
scoring 84 rail cuts, destroying 2 locomotivos, 5 trucks and 3 rail bridges. 

3-16-521 Routine air operations continued ae scheduled, A total of 7 piano's" 
suffered flak damage, but all returned safely aboard. A total of 91 sorties were 
flown scoring 118 rail cuts. 

3-17-521 Routine air operations continued as scheduled, " LCDR H. L. BlSt^. 
Commanding Officer, VP 52, flying a P9P-2, was hit by AA at CU 515520, The pilot 
did not bail out, and his burning piano exploded on impact. There was no chanco 
of survival, A total of 6 planes suffered flak damage. One, LT R. P, TAYLOR, 
^ 3* was forced to land at King 18, All the other planes roturnod safely 
aboard. A total of 90 Bortios wore flown scoring 88 mil cuts* 

3-18-52* Replenished at sea, 

3-19-52: Air operations wore cancollod because of inclement weather. 

3-20-52* Air operations resumed as schodulod. A total of 6 planes suffered 
flak damage. LTJG C. GARDNER, VP 653* and LT R. s. GW3L, VP 653, wore forced 
to land at King 50. : LTJG J. 5, GRAY, VF 653, and LT 5. U KUVRNS, VF 653, wo 
forced to land at King 10. All tho other planes rotnrned safely aboard, A total 
of 88 sorties were flown scoring 108 rail cuts and destroying 4 railroad cars 
and 11 trucks* 

3-21-521 Air operations woro continued as scheduled, LTJG C, G, STRAHLSJ, 

^Tr 2 ^^?S cd ma;)Dr flalc dafnag0 v * lle fljrin S a rottUno reconnaissance mission, 
LdJb olflAHLfiDC made a conventional bail out over rat or near Hungnam, Upon the 
arrival of the rescue helicopter tho body sighted undor th surface entangled 
i tho shroud linos. There was no chance of survival. An unsuccessful attempt 
,.;s made to recover tho body, LTJG S. 17. BSRRY, VF 194 and LTJG J, p. COOpiSR, 
V ,p T i 9 ^ rt ^° foroed to ""ke emergency landings at King 18 and King 50 respectively, 
i-£JG C00PTO suffered minor wounds about the face. Other planes rocoived flak 
damage but roturned safely. A total of 89 sorties were flown scoring 74 rail cuts, 
destroying 2 railroad bridgae and 6 trucks. 

3-22- 52) Air operations were continued as scheduled. The night heckler flight 
ras cancollod due to inolemont weather. 15NSIGN K, A. SCHTOKTISR, VF 194 received 

lacerations about tho f«f*n rdion a oVirtll ^„ti~+™+ -.1 UA ~ i.-ji. rn, ... 




3-24-521 Air opomtiona woro cancollod due to inclement weather, 

^ 3-25-521 Air oporations resumed, but weather conditions allowed only ono event 
a total of 20' sortios wore flown dostroylng 25 buildings and starting firos in a 
lumber storago aroa. 

3-26-521 Air operations resumed as scheduled* Two planes suffered fink 
damage, but roturnod safoly aboard. A total of 38 sortios wore flown scoring 
113 mil cuts, 6 

> 27-52» Air oporationa continuod as scheduled, A total of 6 pianos suff^rnd 
flak damago. ENSIGN J. U AKAGI , VF 194, hit byAA, was forcod to land at King~ia 
\ total of 90 sortios wore flown scoring 99 rail cute, destroying 9 trucks and 
10 buildings* 

3-28-521 Air oporationa continuod as scheduled. A total of 4 pianos sufforod 
flak damage but all roturnod safely aboard, 89 sortioa wor flown scoring 62 
rail cuts, destroying 10 trucks, 7 gun positions and 7 railroad bridges and 
by^passos. 

3-29- 521 Roplenishod at sea. 

3-30-521 Air oporations woro rosumed as schodulod. A total of 6 planes 
sufforod flak damago* Dur to such damage, 3*31(31 N» 3. STT5RRSTT, VF 653 nas 
forcod to ditch his F$ in Wonsan Harbor, Tho pilot was immediately rescued by 
tho holicoptor from BT3UING (IST-799) and sufforod no injuries. ^SIGN F. C. 
■JOHNSON, VF 194, was forced to land at King 18. All tho other pianos returned 
nfoly aboard. A total of 89 sortios were flown scoring 144 rail cuts. This 
is claimod as a rocord numbor of cuts scorod by ona carrlor for ono day's 
operations. Ono locomotivo, 19 trucks, 3 rail by^passos and 1 rail bridge were 
J .stroyod* 

3- 31-521 Air operations continaod, Tho night hocklor flight yn& cancelled duo 
to inclomont weather. Two planes sufforod flak damage but both returned safely 
lboard. A total of 85 sortios woro flown scoring 111 rail cuts and destroying 

3 trucks, 22 buildings, 10 rail road bridges and 4 rail by-passes, 

4- 1-521 Air oporations woro hampered duo to inoloment ueathor conditions, 
powovcr, 54 sorties wero flown scoring 27 rail cuts and destroying 5 railroad 
'V"P a3fl GS* A total of 3 pianos sufforod flak damago, but all roturnod safely 
'j. board. 

4-2-521 Replenished at sea. Departed Task Force 77 for port at Yokoeuka, 
Japan, 

4-3-521 The ship conductod two damago oontrol battlo problems plus engineering 
■IC, and communications drills while enrouto to port, 

4-4-52) ArriVod at Yokosuka, Japan for a period of maintenance and upkoop« 

FART H E 

F5RKBM1HCB O F OREKiHfffi MATERIAL AND ^UIPM^JT 



"■ , Ammunition Bxponanfii 



upmA 

WUkm ink 



DEGtASSlEJED 



INFO NATION 



Napalm 

20mm Ammunition 
.50 Cal, Ammunition 
5"/38 Cal. iU 
40mm Cal. Ail 



127 
200,300 
245,4S0 
136 
807 



EUTO MMA.CK 

... Danagn tn Shipl 

Heavy woathor oncountcrod 23 thru 25 March 1952 caused the following damage: 

Both radar antennas ncrc rippod off and broken. 0no ring sight was 
brokon. loading platforms vera bent. 

b* Directors 1 & 2 (for A Omm Mounta 1 & 2) : 

Director stations woro flooded and radar sots damaged. Some of tho 
equipment is salvageable. 

o. Fjjg h t Deck Supprn-fa i 

Tho rivotod doublor plates, Tihich secure the port forward "H" bean 
stanchion to tho under side of tho flicht dock nirdcr, all the tjav- foroard on the 
forecastle, wcro sheared. This "H" boam supports the forward port oornor of 
tho flight deck. The two fonvard transverse bents on the forecastle had their 
vrobs dishod aft appreciably on tho starboard sido. 

d. M^ flcnl . l.innq niai* 

Two ports wore stovo In in officer c e country. Several small sections of 
flight dock catwalk woro carried amy or badly twist ad, limit swatches on the 
port jot blast dofloctor shorted and allowed the motor to over-run, breaking the 
hoist cable. Gasoline piping between stations 1 and 2, Flight Dock, was torn 
'.ooso from its supporting brackets* 



No. of Pltn^a 

32 
1 
16 

A 
18 
1 
A 



Typin g 

F9F-2 
F9F-2F 

F4JJ-5N 

iD-2(3) 
AD-^L 

AD-4NL 



3ncmy anti- 
nomy anti- 



aircraft 
aircraft 
aircraft 
aircraft 
aircraft 

— .„ aircraft 

3nomy anti-aircraft 



ISncmy anti- 
Knemy antl- 
Encmy anti- 
nomy anti- 



fire* 
fire, 
fire, 
firo. 
flro. 
firo. 
firo. 



filia Squadron Type Ba. No . Causna 



DECLASSIFIED 

D. Dnmagn inflicted on Tftiemvj 





DostroVrid 


Damaged 


Trucks 


120 


7 




2 


2 


uxcarts 


120 




tllTfjay JJlTLGgCS 


/■ 

D 


2 


Supply Dumps 


7 




jugI uumps 


2 




Ammo Dumps 


2 




■factories 


4 


6 


Barracks and Buildings 


152 


190 


Warohouses 


5 


23 


win ^placements 




2 


lumtior r llos 




25 


life go ns 


2 




uxen 


76 




rj 4. 


155 


24,0 


Bunkors 


5 


Tilt—. 'winV^r* 1 1 V_ „ J _ 

marsna-LLing lards 




20 


iut bridges 




15 


RR fin T.n 




132 




35 


9 


H"l CTnVn V HVp-Pl flOnH 






Houndhousos 




2 


Bulldozers 




2 


Rail Cuts 


1,615 




Orano 


1 




Repair Depot 


2 




Minos 




1 


Troops 


601 





The above mentioned table represents a conservative estimate of the actual 
damago inflicatod on tho enemy during this operational period. Only those 
rijistanccs ivhcro tho damage could bo assossod by the pilot wore usod in compiling 
this table. There wore many attacks vshoro tho results wore obscured and could 
not bo assessed* There pas no close air support flown during this period* 

PART V 

During this oporating period the average- on- board oount of personnel vas " " 
1965, which number was satisfactory* The total losses for various reasons wore 
24; this lias offset by 73 gains. Twenty (20) men were aray on temporary additional 
luty and 8 absent on loavo» 

Tho critical shortage- of potty officors continues in the Gunnery, Communis 
nations, SLoctronica, and Engineering ratings, ^ory effort is being made to 
prosecute a vigorous on-board training program to train lov;or ratings to per- 
form tho assignments of those higher rates which are and will remain critical. 



INFORMATION 



^SCURITY INFORMATION 

Sunday, in addition to daily Roman Catholic Mass and tho evening prayer, arc 
now conducted* r 

Mall sorvico has been satisfactory. It has boon improved for this period 
on tho lino by the addition of dclivory of second class matter, enabling the 
onjoyment of relatively recont poriodicala, 

^Thc use of the 1 MG circuit to broadcast through the ship a summary of the 
lay a combat operations, which practice this ship Inaugurated In 1950 and found 
to bo highly successful is being continued. In this ray members of the ship's 
company not engaged in flight deck operations are mado acquainted with tho result 
of the atrikes carrlod out by members of the Air Group. In addition, tho HBO 
system offers continuous programs throughout the day and evening over two channel - 
One channel carries Armed Forcos Radio Programs, tho other live and transcribed ' " 
programs originating in the ship's broadcasting booth. An officer vdth experience 
m broadcasting has been assigned tho collateral duty of suporvising those pro- 
grams. The inadequacy in number of RBO speakers available (23 for the entire 
shipj limits tho effectiveness of this program. Correspondence is being pro- 
pared to recommend to BuShips that more RBO outlets be provided, 

In port tho ship offers opportunities for athletics, motion pictures, and a 
generous liberty policy, Personnel are afforded leave privileges at rest hotels 
~o the fullest possiblo oxtont. 

D * Public Infnmntinn Off^n* 

It Is recommended that, while the ship Is deployed, a Journalist rating 
servo aboard to assist the PIO. It is considered that this professional assistant 
is necessary to koop the public adequately Informed of tho numerous events 
occurring aboard a carrier,, Correspondence to roconmend this provision in tho 
onlistod personnel allowance will bo submitted, 

1 3. Qa sualltins t 

„ LT Hul J Joroy TCIGHT, USNR, 32 581 5A315, VF 653, On 11 March 1952, whiln 
frying an F4U, purpose lTl, cause TARE, he parachuted from tho plane at low 
altitude and struck the ground with partially oponod burning parachute. Iff 
IJRIGHT was reported killed in action. 

IffJC A3an (n) HOFF, USN, 466541/1310, VF ill. On 11 March 1952, while fOjrlng 
an F9F-2P, purpose lVl, cause TARS. The piano rolled over after being hit by 

firo and dove into ground, exploding on impact, LTJG HOFF vns reported killod 
in action. 



LCDR Herbert Lester BiSIKS, Jr., USN, 165577/1310, VF 52. n 17 March 1952 
riiile flying an F9F-2, purpose lTl, cause TARE, his plane vjas hit by AA firo ' 
tfhilo attacking an AA position. The aircraft crashed Into side of hill in 
■hallow dive, exploding on impact. I£DR BASLEE vjas reported killed in action. 

LTJG Charles Glasgow STRAHLEY, USN, 513261/1310, VF 52, On 21 March 1952 
while flying an F9F-2, purpose Hi, cause TARE, Shortly after being hit by AA 
fire tho aircraft caught fire. Tho pilot parachuted over water, but failed to 
tlcar chute after a nator landing, XJPJG STRAHLET ms reported killod in action. 




RMATION 

On 22 and 23 March, the strongost winds and highest seas of tho period 
wore encountered, with maximum winds of 50 to 55 knots with gusts to. 65 knots* 
These winds resulted from a weak low contor moving into tho Soa of Japan from 
southern Manchuria on 22 March, deepening rapidly, and accelerating, fkrly on 
24 March th Q low center had movod eastward out of tho Sea of Japan and the winds 
^-creased to near normal, but a northeasterly swell of 5 to 10 feet continued 
throughout the day, decreasing to 2 to 5 foot on tho 25th. 

(1) Coninunication^i 

Facsimile (Aerology laboratory)) The ncoption has continued to in- 
provo over that of tho first and socond oporating periods. 

Radiotolotypo! Reception vna average. 

Radio (CW Radio)t CW reception of weather was fair to average, 

(2) Rncomnmiriationqi 

Samo as submitted in Action Report of 7 Docombor 1951 thru 19 Jan- 
uary 1952, 



b. Ajr irtnimgnnpflt 

During the period of this report an increased number of 37mm positions 
wore noted on the main rail linos between Hamhung and tfonsan. Comparison of 
photography indicates that those additional guns (approximately S 37mm positions) 
woro romovod from rails running immediately wast from Kowm. Generally, 37mm 
positions aro located on opposito sides of tho rails and spaced from 2 to 3 
miles apart. Iatost photographs show tho concentration to bo on tho rail linos 
from Yonghung south to Wonsan and at the railroad bridgo immediately south of 
tho city of Hamhung. As the previous reports indicato mobility of those 
positions point out tho necessity of obtaining late photographic coverage on al] 
heavily defended rail lines prior to strikes* 

Coordinated events wore scheduled designed to suppress flak along cortair 
selected sectors of rail in advance of a rail-cutting cv nt. Consideration waV 
^ivon to (1) tho best section of track to bo hit, U) varying type of ordnance, 
\V annotated photographs pin-pointing flak positions within effective range of 
^nc selected sector of track, and U) tho air space involved over the area. 
Results have bean satisfactory, and indications arc that more uso of coordinated 
striko type of flak suppression will bo utilized as tho situation dictates* 

Tho ostablishnent of tho Air Navigation Office, located at ComFairJAP, 
Atpugi, has greatly aided in natters of supply*, It is recommended that Air 
Intelligence personnel, upon arrival in the fonvard area, become personally 
acquainted with this facility and tho services it affords. 

C Combat Information Cnntnr: 
(l) Ra dars: 



During this poriod all radars operated normally and woro available 





aWUHH 'fflifORMATION 

(2) q^irdftitionai 

Cotnmuni cations woro generally satisfactory and range on FAD nots vns 
oxcollont, Thoro is still a considerable amount of cross-talk on the AN /ARC 3 
in CIO and alfjo on primary and scoondary tactical and 01 primary. It has boon 
obsorvod that upon joining tho Task Force for tho first timo or rejoining from 
:>->rt all ships, Including this ono, have consldorablo communications trouble 
' hich rosults In a general delay In passing of infornatlon when spcod in nost 
.Important. This occurs in epito of ia-port proventation maintenance. 

(3) F V,ff Pyorationsl 

01C functioned as Flag C1C for Task Force 77 during this poriod. 

d, Cnnnuni cations! 

fr.dio communications continuod to bo satisfactory in tho main. As in 
preceding poriods, tho volume of traffic taxed the capacity of availablo porson- 
nol and oquipmont. A total of 22,847 mossages woro handled in Radio 1 <^ring 
tho poriod 5 March through 1 April, of which 3,838 wore transmitted and 19,009 
noro rocoived. Humorous froquoncy shifts uero roquirod daily, a total of 280 
for tho poriod boing accomplished by Radio II and 359 by Radio HI. 

Tho wear and tear on equipment fron constant usage is boginning to bo 
manifostod in noro frequent breakdowns and failures of oquipmont. In-port 
poriods permit only tho accomplishment of dmorgoncy repairs and replacements of 
Yjorn-out olomontso 

Tho problem croatod by the shortago "of qualified personnel remains crltica 
and uill bo Intensified by additional lossos during tho next two months. Hon- 
ratnd men are" showing constant and satiufactory improvement. Houovor, it till 
bo impossible for them to obtain sufficient training and oxperionco to bocomo 
qualified natch standors to replace lossos of ratod personnel as thoy occur. 

The following recommendations arc made in tho intor£st of improving 
communications and adapting message traffic tn the limitations of personnel 
and equipment „ 

(1) Sending speed of Radio Guam on tho G30RGS FOX should bo slowed to 
■0 vrcrds por minute. Strikers are unable to copy FOX schedules at tho present 
speed which varies from 22 to 28 words per minute, but they can qualify very 
quickly to copy tho recommended speed. At present many operators in smaller 
ships aro unable to copy at tho oxisting rato of Bonding and request numerous 
retransmissions or ropotitlons from this ship and other larger ships, 

(2) Division of long daily summary reports into sc&roral short mossagos 
sent at intervals would lncreasod accuracy, security and speed. If this^raothod 
nf handling is not feasible, such long reports should bo broken into parts, oach 
of which parts should be sent as a eoparato message. The daily 0PSUM oncryptod 
and transnittod by tho communications, organization of this ship as flagship 

for CTF 77 has to bo ro-oncryptod or retransmitted in full or in part an average 
of 5 or 6 tines daily as a result of request for services rocoived from 
addrosseos* 

(3) CTF 77 should bo assigned a RATT circuit with Radio Guam. All ships 



u T SCURITY INFORMATION 

0* Photo Intnrprntntinni 

Th o purposes of aerial photography flown during th operating period wore 
for flat studios, (2} damage assessment, (3) targot search, and (4) call 
photography* 

Tho production of flak studios or "Touraids" continued during this period- 
-h preparation of a routo flak study necessitates several runs along tho routo 
:t a preferable scale of 1/5000 to 1/60DO. Tho number of runs required vary witJ 
;no routo under study* "Generally, routes with hoavy flak will roquiro throo 
runs, nhilo two runs aro'adoqoato for routos of light flak. A email scale strip 
along tho route has proven to be necessary in the preparation of mosaic for 
flak studios. This is due to differenco in scalo of tho parallel large scale 
strips and the sometimes lack of nocossary sido lap, 

> 

Coverage at least once a uook along the heavy flak routes in considered 
the minimum necessary to maintain flak studios up-to-date. Recent studios are 
nocossary whenever flak suppression strikes are planned. 

Most 37nti A/R positions are In two or four-gun positions strategically 
locatod for commanding firo ovor the target arcrw Tho pattern of the gun 
arrangement 1b governed by terrain and insofar as passible rrf.ll bo in a box or 
diamond arrangomont. Four gun positions invariably show a director position. 

largo numbers of empty positions far A/Yj guns aro present. Thero is 
little difficulty in determining that an A/17 position is empty but careful study 
is nooossary to locate non A/TT positions when camouflage ia practiced. Track 
activity and difficulty in adoquatoly hiding an A/17 gun should made location of 
all such guns possible 

location of activo light AA positions present th greatest problem. Other 
chan noting the gun in a position, track activity is moBt important in indicating 
that tho position is activo. 

Moro thorough training in flak identification is recommended for all photo 
interpreters prior to assignment to this theater. 

Increasing attention has boon given to target eoarch. The use of civilian 
and damage shop and factory typo buildings for military purposes is most often 
indicated by track activity. Increasing attention should be given to track 
activity indicative of a military targot. 

Tho P9F-2? is restricted to the K-17 camera carrying a maxinun cone of 
12' . This nocessltatoB tho pilot flying at low altitudes to obtain nocossary 
coverago adequate for flak interpretation. Tho loss of ono F9F-2P and photo 
pilot during this operation period occurrod on such a mission. Prior to tho 
assignment of tho F2H (Banshee) for photo reconnaissance work, it is strongly 
racommondod that ah modification of the F9F-2i' bo carried out to onablo tho 
piano to carry cameras of greator focal length, reducing the necessity of th 
pianos flying at lowor altitudos whore their vulnerability to AA firo is much 
greater. In addition a view finder, such as vas provided the F6F-5- in Ifcrld 
iJ'ar II, should bo providod tho F9F-2?, Although nower models of photographic 
VF configurations will carry camoras of greater focal lenrth and bo oauinnod 
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of r«ainess *lch „uld be o, 

vigorous training program. rfnrc sno ^ th±a ^ first 

STSi. type of ^11 ^fora entorfug^ th ird) difficulty *>s 

arrived In the combat area ior »u * 

fenced in acquiring jdb targets. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Two AA firing exercises were ^^^^^^S'^nd^Otnn taSSiei 
On 3 MarTh 1952 firing -"^"M^t^ wKh^od results. On 2 April 
iffltnst a towed sleeve making ^CJ^S type turns ^ ^ batteries a^inst 

lairing exorcises ***2 Solent results. Three out of 

a towed sle^e tgo wn^ ^ on tff) othor ^ 

eight sleeves were destroyed, 

t, Material* ^ , + ^ 

M „ ftlVfld by 40rara mounts one and two, located 
Considerable storm damage m received by & ^ 

on the bow, and their assoo^tod fire control oq P brok(]n off thoir 

SISsp 2>24 M " ch 1952 * ^ + ffT ^tennae and the Mk 25 antenna 

S££ raring eventual replao^en * Pj^^f^," ^ by salt water ^d 
mounts. The radar sets in the radar con fl ms d ged(i All olec- 

r rt laf « 

furcation must elated the Jg- --^fSuip.U « re^ 

correspondence* 

c. g.rpinnlnlmi'tnt- ftt Saa - 1 

Tho third ropl^^t station bo£oo» ^^tl^-^uTod 
rfre highlit from #4 cargo hateh to the "^strengthened at ttio carrier 

- SSJS&W ^rlng -^.»rt-**SS£ t ™\?gl 5 hSvy £doyes inboard in the 
rtid by rigging o. «■▼« P ^ ''S 31 ' „ia r Sehline padoyes, and one leg to a deck 
tangar ovlrhoad, t» lags *° ^J"^ 3e^or2oi» pounds loads. The most 

loading rate. 



a, ghflp Control* 



In Edition to -e Omcorof^the ™£^^££^T 
9 hip fcas used a third officer as part of th t deUver y of all in- 

SSlQIlL COMMUNICATOR, Among hie duties arei UM^? ^s, t2> 

coming TBS traffic as received on P^ry ™«J e { ) translation of all general 
^ration and transmission of outgoing jigal -j a 3 £ omplete lof of all trans- 
Ld'tactical signals received, U ^?olv of tactical publications, voice call 
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rmation 

D, Air Group l 

The ship oonours irf-th the comments contained in onclosure (l) in their 
ontirety. 




2., During the first t-vro weeks of operations light winds prevailed throughout 
the period. This necessitated considerable high speed running and maneuvering 
of the T-isk Force* CTF 77 Bent to TF 77 the following message* 

"the past two treat period of operations has been an excellent one. wile 

LOW WINDS DURING ALMOST THE ENTIRE PERIOD FORCED MUCH HIGH SPEED RUNNING TH3BB 
WAS A COMMENDABLE IAGK OF STEMMING CASUALTIES. REPLENISHMENT OPERATIONS V/ERE 
SWlRTLY. CONDUCTED. THE RESULT OF AIR OPERATIONS IN TERMS OF DAMAGE TO THE ENEMY. 
REACHED NEW HIGHS. SURFACE GUNFIRE SUCCESSFUL!! CONTRIBUTED TO THE TOLL* WELL 
DONE TO ALL HANDS," 

OSCAR PEDERSON 
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Chief of Naval Operations <Op-55) 

(1) Commander Carrier Division FIVE 
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(5) Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Action Report for the period 14 April thru 16 May 1952 
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(l) Commander, CATG ONE conf ltr ear 08 of 19 May 1952 p, °f 
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NAVHtSTDfVINST 5500.1 
By: OP-09B92C 



1. In accordance with reference (a), the Action Report for the period of 
14 April through 16 May 1952 is hereby submitted* 

FART I 

COMPOSITION OF OWN FORGES AND MISSION 

In compliance with CTF 77 confidential dispatch 280236Z of March 1952, 
the USS VALLEY FORGE ( CV-45) , CAPTAIN OSCAR PEDERSON commanding, with 
ComCarDiv FIVE (REAR AQJIRAL F. W. MC MAHON) embarked departed Yokosuka, 
Japan for the operating area on 14 April 1952, 

On 16 April 1952 the USS VALLEY FORGE (CV-45) joined Task Force 77 close 
to the 38th Parallel on the east coast of Korea. The Task Force was commander 1 
by REAR ADMIRAL A, SOUCEK, ComCarDiv THREE, aboard the USS PHILIPPINE SEA 
( CV-47) and operating under Task Force 77 Operation Order 22-51 (2nd Revision) 
dated 6 December 1951, It waB composed of USS PHILIPPINE SEA ( CV-47), USS 
VALLEY FORGE (CV-45), USS MANCHESTER (CL-83)> USS BOXER (CV-2l), and various 
DD'a of the screen* 

On 23 April 1952, REAR A EMI Hi L F, W. MC MAHON, USN was relieved as 
ComCarDiv FIVE and Commander, Task ?otco SEVENTY SEVEN by REAR ADMIRAL 
JOHN PERRY, USN. 

On 14 May 1952 the USS VALLEY FORGE ( CV-45) departed Task Force 77 in 
accordance with CTF 77 confidential dispatch 1223502 of May 1952 and arrived 
in Yokosuka, Japan 16 May 1952 for a period of maintenance and upkeep. 

The mission of Task Force 77 was in accordance with CTF 77 OpOrd No, 22-51 
(2nd Revision), 

Commander Carrier Air T a sk Group ONE is CDR C. H. ORABILL, Jr., USN, 
See enclosure (l) for the on-board count of pilots and aircraft at the 
beginning of flight operations on 14 April 1952, 



nA nl* tt 



JRTTY INP0BH4TI0N 

4,-16-521 Joined,Task Force 77. Completed air group refresher training, 

r^JfiV'? 1 S > S U ? t9<i combat alr operations. The aircraft of CDR C, H. 
CRiBILL, j r CATG-1 me hit by AA fire causing him to ditch his AD off the 
coast near Songjin. CDR CRABILL-nas recovered in good oondltion by an AW.S. 

4-- 18- 52* Conducted combat air operations* 

4r 19-52* Conducted aombat air operations. 

4--20-52t Conducted combat air operations, II J. C. TJDRKMAN, VF 194. 
while flying an AD ms hit by small anus fire near ffonsan* A fire in the 
cockpit forced him to bail out. His parachute did not open. Iff WORKMAN 
is listed as killed in action, 

4r21-52t Replenished at sea, 

4--'22-52( Conducted combat air operations. 

V2>52: Conducted combat air operations, 1CDR D. E, BRUBAKER, VF 194. 
received minor head Injuries ;*en a bullet penetrated his cockpit, grazing ' 
his loft temple. LCDR BRUBAKER received medical treaW upo!i ritS ftoa 
missions 

4.-24.- 52* Conducted combat air operations, 

4- 25- 52i Replenished at sea, 

4r26-52t Conducted combat air operations, II G. N, WILSON VF 653 lost 
control of his F4U on take-off and crashed at sea. The pilot ma recovered 
in good condition, 

4r27-52» Conductod combat air operations. Iff W, C, SHEPARD, VC 35 
ditched his AD-4NX .in Wonsan Harbor after being struck by AA fire. The 'pilot 
nnd crewman, IOVELL, E. F. , AD3, ww. recover^ in good condition. 

4^28-52* Conducted combat air operations, 

4.-29-52: Conducted combat air operations, 

4.-3O- 52j Replenished at sea, 

5- 1- 52i Conducted combat air operations, 

5-2- 52i Conducted combat air operations. Iff J, Z* CARROS, VF 52 
crashed near the Choshin Reservoir having been hit by small arms fire,' The 
t*TS 1???? aS kill9d ™ action « 3. PARR, Jr. and LTJG R. J. 

? Sff h ! lr p3an9S at sea ' mG PARR ««d IffJC LEAR were recoverod in 
fQRGE°(C7^5) n a CraSb W fr ° n KlBg 16 and holico P ter US S VALLEY 

5-> 52: Replenished at sea in the morning. Conducted combat air 
operations in the afternoon. 



5-4.-52* Conductad combat air operations. 
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5-9" 52: Conducted combat air operations* 
5-10-521 Conducted combat air operations* 
5-11-52: Replenished at soa» 

5-12-521 Conducted combat air operations. ENS R. G. BUSH, VF 653, re- 
ceived a small arraB bullet in tho cockpit which started a flash fire. MS 
i3USH rocoivod second degree burns about tho face, hovjever, tho fire soon 
Distinguished itself and ENS BUSH returned aboard mlthout furthor incident, 

5-13-52: Conducted combat air operations. LT J. D. SANKO , VF 653 ro- 
coivod a direct hit by 37mm fire just north of Munchon. Hia plane crashed 
and burnod. LT SAHKO is listed as killed in action. 

5- IV 52: Replenished at sea. 

5-15-52: Dopartod Task Force 77. Bnroute to Yokosuka, Japan for 
maintenance and upkeep. 

5-16-52: Arrived in Yokosuka, Japan. 

F4fg HI. 

FERFOREiLmCE OF ORDNANCE MATERIAL AMD EQUIPMENT 
A. Ammunition Expends 
See enclosure (l). 

PART IV 
BATTLE DAMAGE 

X • Da jta ge "fro Ship: 

On 7 May 1952, while alongside USS FIREDRAKE (AE-14) for rearming, tho 
following damage me incurrod whan USS FIREDRAKE lost all electrical poorer, - 
cuasing her to shoer out of control to port striking the VALLEY FORGE, 

a. A hole was torn in tho hull plating between main dock and 01 deck 
levels, frames 33-37 starboard. Tho forocastlo deck in the same area \ns 
torn and buckled, and frames were slightly vrarped as far down as the first 
platform dock. The hole has bean temporally patched by ship's force, and it 
1b expected that permanent repairs vri.ll bo accomplished prior to return to 
the states. 

b. Starboard accommodation ladder .and platform were buckled. This 
damage has been repaired by ship , s force, 

c» The loading platform at the forward replenishment station vna buckled 
and the supporting brackets were twisted and bent. This damage has boon re- 
paired by ship's force. 



B * Damage to Aircraft: 
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Personnel performance continued to be excellent, 

a "^^"^^^^-^ -opt o, personnel averaged 
but thoso „„ numerically o^et b^efijnr 3 ™* ,Ufl ™* 46, 

temporary additional duty and 10 absent S^l T W TO re ig raen absent on 
shortages TOpa so mQnhat Jilted b^ ^ V rgSnCy leava « The Potty office 

vigorous trailing proSS.^iS^Sed Sf »T 

R M_ _ T * 



B * Mom3 , Q i 



on the lino due to the SSa oV^S^f ^nfJh dU * ng ^°ri*d 

operating day e alnC3 the ship's a ££2 S tS wt t SUb p stant "^ number of 
s^n J h + 1S n fatigU9 TOS ^^ntuatefiy^'^ ^ December 

set pilot losses in combat. The woram n^T °* "P* 10 **** pilots to off- 
this poriod ms 95, which ftoquGiitS^S«? 5™ °5 pllote ^liable during 
ajch operating day and i»^££ fl ^^? Pllot to f * at l^st o'nce 
pilot were necessary. Once th* w missions per operating day nor 

orops and 1.2 for J& fl £ lat of SiS?*? ^ + mtl ° ^P 3 bel °» K fo? 
some of the pilots becamo g»^£ d 1wo J* 6 WtUBlB becoffles as 
-indor to fly ^^X^^^Z^^ 

roporS^e^d! 3 it^ -f a^tlcally as scon as 

quested Here delayed b.c^S^fSc^uS^T^ ^ bo *^ 
ment pool pilots roceive roquirod iZ^Sn ? 8 ^^^ded that replace- 

deployment and that they Sve ?he^r S ^? n ,ffM ^J 60 ° f ^cSS 

p ' a Djr ™ e following factors: 



U) An 
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(6) The Air Intalligaaoe Office eontijaued affcKrjiltfs ttsa off <t£i* 
cironit to prosent summaries of each day's combat activities. 

(?) A "Happy Hour" held on the eve of a nid-tour replenishment ms 
highly successful. The Navy Relief Society drive ms furnished unusual 
impetus by this kick-off, 

(8) The band performed at the in-port show and at tho ''Happy -Hour",. 
On replenishment days, the band's performances from tho hangar deck waro 
enthusiastically received, both by VAIX3Y FORGE personnel and by ships 
alongside. An orchestra made up from the band played once a .week during the 
evening meal in the vardroom, the GPO Mess and the First Class Petty Officer'. 
Mess. 

Religious activities were numerous , and they vjors mil supported, 
Protestant, Catholic, and latter' Bay Saints saryice^ %m hold on Sundays. 
There ifire daily Raman Oatholic Mass and Rosary services, and evening prayer 
over tho JUG- circuit by the Protestant Chaplain, 

Three memorial services to re held for pilots uiho mere lest during this 
period* 

The daily mimeographed nows shoot was supplemented by a "Sunday Supplement 
consisting of shipboard feature news. This supplement is suitable for scrap 
book use or for sending home* r 

Bus tours arranged for the last period in port ^rs succe^sfu2*. Ail effort 
will bo made to conduct these again, adding trips around Tokyo. 

The number of resoxvations for officer and enlisted rsst hotels wlb 
curtailed because of relaase of hotels to Japanese owners. Only Air Group 
pilots and less than threo percent of all onlisted personnel on board will 
bo able to enjoy rest hotel facilities for the next in- port period. 

D. Public lirfbtBfttlBB Offjft^ 

The Public Information Office covered, home-to^ news releases, amrde 
presented to personnel of tho embarked Air Group, advancement in »ti*ig of 
onlisted personnel attached to the ship; and, in news releases, pictures, 
Talont Show and Happy Hour held on board. leak of rated journalists to assist 
the officer assigned collateral duty ns PIO continues to prevent full news 
covorage of shipboard events. 

F » Gasualt-tflgi 

II John Charles WORKMAN, A33757/1315, USNR, VF 194. On 20 \pril 1952 
while flying an AD, purpose m, <nuse TARE, bailed out of his burning pliio 

^° ill S^S? 7£ a Z f° r ti 5 P arachuto to 0P9 n - "is body ras recovered by 
the USS ST. PAUL (CA-73). W TOHKMAN ras reported killed in action. 

LT John Zaphyr GARROS, 42*273/1310, USN, VF 52. On 2 May 1952, while fjyln 
a F9F-2, purpose lTl t cause TARE, ms hit by AA fire and crashed into a hilltop 

a strafing attack. The plane exploded and burned on impact, ET 
GARROS ms reported killed in action. 





S3CURITTlPt>HMATI0N 

P^3T VI 

Operations 

?h „ , ?? rln S th ! Pf^°\ 16 ^P 1 * 11 t0 ^ 1952, normal weather prevailed, 
itie air flov me divided between the northwesterly continental tx>llr mid the 
southwesterly maritime polar. 

b - Air iffteU4mi<y" 

Sail intordicticn continued as the priinary mission. Assigned tareot 
areas ranged over the entire eastern rail system. Idttlo change m g otsarVod 
in the number of 37mm JUL guns along the heavily defends rail 5ol B bS?2£ 
Hamhung and Wonsan, The placement c f those positions hoi^or, are in constant 

STSSnStJ"^ ?f °l, eaCih flak ^^^^ T ^ anemy' a tactics of shifting 
or repositioning the 37mm guns, points up the importance of constant photo 

for O'V*^ if tMs section i fl ^ under 

attack, rhe number of active machine gun positions and small arms fire has 
increased along the rail lines, particularly north f Hamhung, 

G. Combat Iflfoiraatinn Cor^ri 

Failures of gears in both the SP3-6B ^d SX radars resulted in outages 
of several days each instance. The necessary repair parts *ere TendarlSL, 
and not carried aboard this ship. Restoration of serric^s delayed uftti^ 
these parts mre manufactured in the ship's machine shop. The loss of these, 
two radars ws not concurrent, but failure cf a tube- in the uhilo the 

lnop9IT, ' tlv9 ^ r9sult 111 the los e of both for a short time during 



lack of spare sealed mercury twlays for the drive unit Q f the Mark V 

^Z\T t 5S A ?° e ; flltttt8d PJa0i ^ tim *** ^ an «wWn«V use status, Thero- 
■.ore the SFS-6B set was used almost exclusively, 

ftireau of Slips has adirised that no additional Mark V parts will be 
procured when present stocks are exhausted. 

Unusual propagation was observed frequently during this period. In 

rth^v^; "mT i ^r siblQ t°i idk up air ***** ^ 

to thirty miles while surface contacts wore tracked at ranges up to ninety 
miles and land return out to tin hundred and ten miles. On one occasion there 

TJ^T^\ Vr ? SBn t at i° n thr ° Ugh 3SCP at an of twenty rai l e s 

oxtending out to twenty five to thirty miles. It resembled the return presentod 
by weather and formed an irregular ring, remaining on the scope for several 
hours, it ms not believed to be jamming or interference from other radars. 
Photographs were made at various intervals for future reference and study. 

Communications during this period were satisfactory, 

GIG again operated as Force GIG during this period. 



d. Gj 




SECURITY Bfif6HMATI0N 
*nd ^oSon^T^^fXrri" 8 ln *?»fi^i. Additional t rataing 

photography, surveillance, target search and call 

this perio d : ri A r ^^t g o^Un°n ^ e P»<*«* 

and sent ou^ by SSJtS? ^SrtJXfS^- f d ° ? B a11 P hot °^P^ coverage 
"Touraids" woi producad t W? n £ e ? H Vt rout eg or the commonly calbd 
any period on tho line. This rSKsonST^ dis S r ^ ted J* a carrier during 
booklets requiring 7300 8x10 D 5£5 1 5£ P™* 1 * 1 ? 11 °£ ^proximately 1600 
amount of time required ofthe i^J^? V ° °, ^ By far the 
preparation and aLmb^nVo? thl^fl^ TtlZ ln th9 ^-tation, 

preparod'oVwcn^aJd ^ft* ^ 

for distribution. aSlSSS^^ s^^tt ^ ^ ^ 
reproduced and given distribution Cnl+il * ovor^ya uero prepared, 
Intelligent Office? dlStrlbutlon * C °ntinued services were rendered to the Ai* 

nilitary^^Uonf ^T^tSL^ in dot * ctlon <* ™* 

<nW A defi^teLcroISln ena^ effort^l ° ^ ^ ° f 
positions ffi3 noted particuLrlv ITL^ ? I, camouflage of anti-aircraft 
Planted about the ^SSw^S ^ + J° ^ P 03ition *' Brush ms 
effort to blend ^osSion t Sth^^ ^ to ° 0V9r the ^ ^ ^ 

the brush is usuallv of 5£ a £ 7 the surrounding vegetation. However, 

,hich dx^for.rfrof the u ro^n IVeT til ST* a J e ^^ 
istically composed of t» ™foS lun^ th^ po * ltlons aro character- - 

been destroyeS, While So effort iTtovnrd a box or^f **? a ^ 3 

suns, the terrain and target ' locat"n Si ^ arrangement of 

of all 37mm positions are accesSolo tn ™+ ^- ? S P attorn - The location 
road having Seen constructed £ th ^ posl^ion^St 1 ^ 335 * "J? 1 * 1 ^ a 
the ^ns ww moved lnt0 position tJ^?^^-S^^«« 

mrshall^^f ScSoli^^Vi? ? ? pr0teCt br ^ges, 
rail cutting of? or ?! SiZus °f. * lch beon to • 

uaPBhaUins yard or t«2 2?? V* £\ wn *e»k«* a P^icu^r bridge, 

target area E^^'^^^SM^ °W *° ^ th ° 
prompt location of such additSn^r IS^S / ^ elsQwhorQ « Odiously, 
to safety and planning or oper^?ions. ^ ^ 15 ° f prim8 



Location of machine sun Doaltinn* 





SECURITY EJPOMATION 

3. The follDTjing dispatch ms received from OTF 77 on 13 May 19521 

"TODAYS IOCOM0TIV3 ROUNDUP mS A FITTING CIUZ TO THE FINS PS3JOHMAHCE 
VAI&SY FORGE AND AIR TASK GROUP ONS HAV3 BE3N STAGING DAJIX DURING TH3 THRS3 
I HAVE BEEN ABOARD X TJELL DONS 2 PERRY", 



Copies to( 

CNO (2 advance) 

CINCPACFia: (2 advance) 

dNCPACFII SVAHIATION GROUP (l) 

CQMNAVF2 (l advance) 

COMNAVFS SVAHIATION GROUP (l) 

CXJMSEVSNTHFia: (l advance) 

CTF 77 (l advance) 

COMAIHPAC (5) 

C0MS3RVPAG (l) 

COMFAIRAIAMEBA (l) 

COMFAIRJAPAN (l) 

NAV.VL TIAR COH3GE (l) 

COMCARDIV OSS (l) 

COMCARDIV THREE (l) 

COMCARDIV £TV3 (l) 

CO, FAIRBETUPAC (2) 

GO, U3S ESSEX (CV-9)(l) 

CO, USS EON H0MM3 RICHARD (CV-3l)(l) 

X, USS ANTI3TAM (CV-3d)(1) 

GO, USS PHIHPPINE SE& (CV-47)(l) 

CO, USS PRINClJroN (CV-37)(l) 

CO, USS BOZER (CV-2l)(l) 

CO, USS KEkRSARGE (CV-33H1) 

CVG 2 

CVG 5 

CVG 11 

CVG 15 

CVG 19 

CVG 101 

CVG 102 

ATG 1 

ATG 2 

VC 3 

VC 11 

VC 35 

VC 61 
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("ronrt Goading Officer, U.3,3, VALtfflf FORGE <CV*45) NAVHiSTDJVfNST 55O0.1i 

To:^ Chief of Naval Operations (Op- 55) By: — 

(l) Commander Carrier Division FIVE 
2) Commander Task Force SEVENTY 33/ HI 
'3| Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(4) Commander Naval Forces, FAR EAST 

( 5) Commander-in-Chief, 0,5. Pacific Fleet 

Subji Action Report for the period 24 May thru 13 June 1952 

Refi (a) OPNAV Instruction 3480.5 of 1 July 1951 

Ehcli (l) Commander, A^G ONE conf ltr ser 08 of 17 June 1952 p , fL 

1, In accordance with reference (a), the Action Report for the period of 
24 Slay through 13 June 1952 is hereby submitted* 

PARI I 

COMPOSITION OF QW .FORCES ASP MISSION 

In compliance with CTF 77 conf dispatch 210222Z of %y 1952, tho USS 
LILLET FORGE ( 07-45), Captain OSCAR PEDERSON, c» remanding, with ComCarDiv 
?IVE, Rear Admiral JOHN PERRY, embarked departed Yokosuka, Japan for the 
operating area on 24 May 1952, On 26 May 1952 the U$3 VALIEY FORGE ( CV-45) 
joined Task Foroe 77 close to the 3&th Parallel on the east coast of Korea, 

On 11 June 1952, the USS VALLEX FOROE (GV-45) departed Task Force 77 in 
accordance with CTF 77 conf dispatch 0911COZ of June 1952 and arrived In 
ifokosuka, Japan 13 June 1952 for a period of maintenance and upkeep* 

The mission of Task Force 77 ma in accordance with CTF 77 OpOrd 
No, 22-51 (2nd Revision), 

Commander Air Task Group ORE is CDR C. H. CRAKtlX, JR., USN, See enclosure 
(l) for the on-board count of pilots and aircraft at the beginning of flight 
operations on 24 May 1952, 

FART II 

CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS 

5-24-52* Departed Piedmont Pier, Fleet Activities, Yokoauka, Japan, 
Undomay for the operating area, 

5*25*52» Enroute to tho operating area, Conducted refresher training 
of air group pilots. Held damage control, CIC # gunnery and communications 



SECURITY INFORMATION " 

. . 5-2S "? 1 R apleniahed at sea. launched photo planes on a snaMM n h„f„ 
WH° n ' heacopters from HMR-1, i£ rine leSLptJ/ 

Squadron to assist in rescuing ENSIGN STERRETT. e-ucopTier 

JUn^ 2 ^^ 1 P ^*?* c ° mb ^ * ir operations. Rosoue operations wore rep- 
^T^!? Ma ^ 0r 1 D - * Pilot, crashed at sceno: Jll persor , 

S£?0? S&Jgft, fiS 01 --* ^her prevented further rescue ,X 
coverod. ' ° th ° SGa ° n tate -°^ and ms not ro - 

tionflS"^ JjP^Bhed at "oa in the morning. Conducted combat air opera- 

~. sson to crash into the water near the fi* Ibi^.V^f^Vred 

contSuaa^ : ThG°^n C ^ d h°?? bat + air °P cratlon *- R °<^ operations were 
S iS ship. In'Xf J?^^^™ 1,0 /^ U P **U*red and returned 
ENSIGN SSSwT ™ « the fact that no further contact had boon mads with 
In actiS™ SCUS °P 3iaUons ™ re ^continued. H i s listed as missing 

6-1- 52i Conducted combat air operations. 

6-2-521 Conductod combat air operations. 

6-3-52: Replenished at sea. 

6-4-52! Conducted combat air operations. 

6-5-52: Conducted combat air oporations, 

6-6-521 Conductod combat air operations* 

6-7-521 Replenished at sea. 

6-8-52: Conducted combat air operations. 

6-9-521 Conducted combat air operations. 

ai + tl^'v,?, 01 ?^ 06 - ° 0n ! bat air operations. LCDR C, CUUM2, VF 653 
he^pter! ^ * ™ naara9A ^ d -ndition b^ 

Japa^ 11 " 521 R ° plcnishod at SGa « Departed Task Force 77 for Yokosuka, 

6-12-52: Enrouted to Yokosuka, Japan. 
6-13-521 launched aircraft fnr transf^ + ~ ir„ „i 
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FART IV 



H1TTEB DAMAGE 



A , Damage to Ship i 
None 

B > Damage to Aircraft : 

See enclosure (l) 
G » fypf? °f Ajrcrafoi 

Seo enclosure ( l) 
D. Damage inflicted on Enemy ? 

See enclosure ( l) 

FART V 



PERSONNEL 



A . Performance : 

Personnol performance continued to be excellent. 

During this operating period the on-board count of personnel avoragod 
a satisfactory total of 1964* The total losses for various reasons uoro 
26 and for this period there wore no gains. There were 21 men on temporary 
additional duty and 15 absent on emergency leave. The critical shortage of 
petty officers continues in the gunnery, communications and engineering ratnr 
A vigorous training program is being continued for training lower- rated 
personnel to perform assignments of highor rates. This has enabled the shi; 
to operato without loss of efficiency. 

As this is tho last action report for the current deployment^ it ie con- 
sidered appropriate to comment upon the effectiveness of the Air Task Group 
concept. An Air Task Group is a carrier air group composed of trained 
squadrons equipped with specific aircraft to accomplish required operations 
in the theater to which deployed. Besides allowance and types of assignod 
aircraft it also diffors from the conventional air group in that the air 
group commander has a minimum administrative staff composed of collateral 
duty officers from the squadrons. This plus ship assistance in administrativo 
mattors permits him to give maximum attention to oporations. With this new 
type of organization, Air Task Group ONE has operated in an outstandingly 
effective manner during the ship's present deployment. Prior to deployment 
the group did not train or operate as a group* This group showed that an 
Air Task Group can be organized on short notice and doployed a3 an effective 
combat unit. The air group concept is considered sound in that it provides 
carrier aviation with important additional flexibility which must bo avail- 
ablo if Naval Aviation is to continue to progress. 
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With the advent of warmer weather, tho trond toward outdoor rocroatlonal 
activities showed a markod increase. The ship's baseball team pLiyod teams 
from other units during the in-port period, and numerous inter-divisional 
softball games wore aoheduled. The physical training rooms (Docontamination 
spaces; continued thoir high usage by officers and men. 

The Hobby Shop had its largest month in May during Tijhich $1,460.00 xicrtU 
of supplies were sold to hobbyists, Tho excollont response to hobbying 
.activities and tho worthwhile opportunities of wholesome recreation affords,'; 
thereby point up tho nood for an assignment of adequate spaco to the Hobbv 
shop which is presently housed in tho Squadron Sorvlco Room (02 deck). 

On the ship's last night in port, members of the tRC Detachment from 
Camp Yokohama presented a stage show on the hangar dock. The performance ws 
much enjoyed by the ship's company. 

Movies continued to be offered every night in a number of locations whllo 
undersny and on the hangar dock in port. The ship- originated radio programs 
were ©von more popular than bofore. With the acquisition of V-Dlscs, it was 
possible to present full half hour canned radio shows* 

Each day the intelligence summary over the B1C briefly recapltulatod tho 
activities of tho Air Group, 

Tho band continued to play at replenishment stations and the orchestral 
group performed in tho CPO, First Class Petty Officers* and flardroom Mosses 
during the evening meal onco a wook« 

C. Religious Activtti 

Tho religious services mentioned in the last report wore continued during 
this cruise* Religlpus counsel, training, and services continued to eojoy 
the advantage of having two chaplains assigned to tho ship. 

The Roman Catholic Holy Name Society sponsored a Mass and Communion 
Breakfast at the U, 3. Naval Base, Yokosuka, on 22 May which was a feast da- 
of that faith. Over 193 men attended tho services at which Bighop John Rocs 
officiated. The cooperation extended the ship by tho base P. 0. Club was muo'.j 
appreciated and contributed to the success of tho affair, 

D. Public Infection Offieai 

The work^of the officer assigned collateral duty as Public Information 
Officer continued as boforo. In order to provide even minimum coverage of 
newsworthy events, it became necessary to assign a rated man from another 
department to this work. His helpfulness thorein, and the increasing amount 
of public information office activity shows agiin the desirability of having 
onlistod journalists assigned to the ship. A recommendation to Commander Air 
Force, Pacific Fleet to this effect has been submitted, 

E * CaguaJ-tjipst 
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net by concentrated and repeated efforts directod against mils, rolling 
stock, marshalling yards, rail bridges and rail by-passes* The eastern 
rail system is connected to the western rail network by the Samdong-Ni - 
Yongdok-Kowon route* The importance of tho Kovron connecting point had boen 
established and soon became increasingly important to the enemy as manifested 
by the increased activity in the Kovron marshalling yard and tho intensity of 
anti-aircraft defenses encountered. Continued attacks havo boen made through- 
out combat operations on the rail linos to the west, north, and south of 
Kcwon to effect the greatest possible interruption of this vital rail traffr*.- 
The rail line from Hamhung South to Wonsan and the line running west and ac- 
from Kowon to Yangdok became priority targets. In direct proportion to thr 
intonsity of our attacks, the enemy countered by increasing the number of 
heavy caliber AA guns along these lines, constantly re-positioning the em- 
placements for more effectivo defense. Addition of active machine gun 
emplacements havo increased and tho percentage of hit» sufforod by our planes, 
particularly props, attests to their growing accuracy, Tho repair of 
damaged rail facilities is immediate and bears tho stamp of excellent 
organization and planning. Ties, rails, road bod material, ready-built 
supporting sections of bridges, pro-cut piling, and cranes, located along tho 
rail lines have been much in evidence. Unless sectors of track and roadbeds 
are obliterated, rail cuts, despito the number or location, are rapnirod 
during the night and it is unusual if the line is not operational and in use 
before daylight. Severely damaged locomotives disappear to repair shops or 
tunnels or are dragged to graveyards where salvaged parts are utilized. There 
are approximately 45 damaged locomotives in a graveyard located in Chongjin 
and about 15 damaged locomotives in the marshalling yard and repair area in 
Wonsan, Spur lines arc being utilized for repair of the main lines. Car- 
counting on various spur lines has indicated that approximately 400 good rail 
cars have been fed back in to main line operations. This has boon substanti' : 
by photos taken two" months apart, 

Rocco assignment on the routes as presently designated have been carried 
out to gain information on supply and troop movements. It is suggested 
that all recco routes be re— evaluated to establish the active supply routes* 
A suitable photographic run of these routes would indicate targets such as 
bivouac areas, camouflage truck parking areas and refueling stations, 

Ihily analysis of flak consisting of caliber, range, intensity, type of 
control, location by coordinate and terrain and relationship of all probablo 
and active positions within radius of assigned target is mandatory as a basis 
for operational flight planning. Flights with elements of flak suppression 
have boen flown utilizing napalm, strafing, VT fuzed bombs and general 
purpose bombs on well defendod targets with satisfactory results. 

The photographic section has efficiently supported the squadron AIO's, 
by making available photographs for all typos of briefings through the 
medium of a complete photographic library, 

b * Communications: 

Radio communications continued to be satisfactory in the main. No now 
problems were encountered, A total of 13,312 messages wore handled in Radio 
I during the period 26 May through 10 Juno, of which 2,219 wero transmitted 
and 11,093 were received. The total traffic handled in Radio I durinp 
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tho T7est Coast all communication oauipmont should be thoroughly checked and 

re-aligned. Now modifications to oqui^_ + should bo incorporate during 
yard availability, e 

The problem created by tho shortage of qualified personnel remained 
critical, Strikors who wore required to rsplaco ratod men showed constant 
and satisfactory improvement, A continuous educational program has boon 
maintained in order to qualify non-rated personnel for mtch standing on 
circuits. 

As the shortage of qualified electronics personnel become more acute 
during the coming months, it is recommended that tho Communication Officer 
for tho Task Force Commander keep up-to-date records of communi cat ions 
personnel on board each carrier and other heavy ships present in the Task 
Force and assign guard assignments with caroful consideration of the capa- 
bilities and limitations of personnel of individual ships. To tho greatest 
extent practicable, the heavy ships .other than carriers should be required 
to bear a proportionate share of tho guard on circuits other than Ti.sk Forco 
Common frequencies. 

c. Photo gra-phy: 

During the current period, 26 May to 11 Juno 1952, the Photographic 
laboratory turned out the following! 6,142 miscellaneous prints consisting 
of HDai*B, PI, I.D., Legal and Flight Dock Operations, These ranged in sieo 
from l n xl" to Z) n x2lJ'i 2,040 damage assessment prints, 8 n xlfl n j and 303, 798 
sonne prints for a total of 368,988 prints, 82,090 feet of 16mm motion 
picture film was also processed during this period. 

Cameras and equipage of this carrier are among tho most valuable items 
on board, many cameras costing up to $4000.00, Cribs, lockers, and spaces 
are provided for much less costly items in other departments, but few 
provisions are made for stowing photographic equipment. It is recommended 
that ready lockers bo provided squadrons for film magazines, cameras and 
equipment that are in their custody. At present, although they sign custocl,/ 
cards, the items involved must bo stowed in the photo lab when not in use. 

Suitable lockers or spaces should bo provided in tho laboratory for tho 
proper stowage of ready film and printing paper to cut down on wastago cause< 
by chemical deterioration and destruction. 

It is rocomnended that tho matte dryer be eliminated. Very little matte 
Tjork is done and this amount con be dried on tho glossy dryer. 

The one big bottleneck: experienced in the past dopl£>ymant period, in tho 
photo lab, has been the drying of sonne prints. It is felt that two eonno 
dryers are a minimum for required results. Also necessary are two sonne 
printers. The current allowance list calls for only ono, 

d. Photo Inte rpretation! 

\ total of tvjonty-nine photographic reconnaissance missions were flown 
during the operating period utilizing the P2H2 Banshee photographic plane. 
Cameras usod in the Banshee were the K-17 with tho 6, 12 and 24 inch concs ? 



DECLASSIFIED 



SECURITY INFORMATION 

A number of missions were flown using infra red film. The results were 
quite satisfactory and continued use is recommended* 

A larger amount of photography was devoted to target search especially 
in the build up area south of Wonsan in the foothills west of Ason-Ni. One 
days photography alone disclosed well over 800 camouflaged barracks and 
storage buildings plus many caves and revetments. Considerable effort at 
camouflage has been carried out by the enemy in concealing barrack and storr.:- 
buildings. Generally, the buildings are located in valleys off the main rcarl 
end hidden onong the traea. The buildings will often bo revetted, somotinep 
covered with earth or brush. Every effort is made to blend the buildings 
in with the surrounding terrain. However, the lack of unde-rstory vegetation 
results in track activity which tends to make the overall area conspicioUs. 
A training program in identification of camouflaged military areas and in- 
dividual buildings is recommended. 

Continued work on flak analysis was carried out during the period result- 
ing in the production of six t6) fink studies or "Touraids". Considerable 
flak was noted and received from pilot reports over the camouflaged military 
areas indicating the need for thorough flak analysis on such targets. 

B, Summary of Entire Cruise: 

a. Mr Operations* 

Operating data for the period from 11 Docenbor 1951 to 10 June 1952: 

Missions assigned ---------------- 7,290 

Missions accomplished -------------- 7,113 

Percentage completed --------------- 97*5* 

Total days of air operations 95 days 

Average daily hours flown 166.2 hours 

Sortios by typo: 

P9F Photo F 4 U F^-fN AD ADN AOT 

3371 296 1326 199 1418 237 266 

the above figures are based on combat missions. 

During the Korean conflict to date the VALLEY *PRGE based aircraft have 
flown 15.A11 combat sortios. An interesting compassion between fe r^d Way II 
and the ^ sm t Korean conflict is noted. During World Wa r_ II thq USS ESSEX 
Air Groups emended A,68 ajaBa-PXJBBk&« CATG-I has droned l.Otf tons and. 
ri r *r\ 1,7^2, ^ raunrfs of ammun i tion during their present tour, . 

From the period 3 July 195P to 13 June 19 52, the VALLEY FORGE has completed 
20,853 landings, 

b. Ph^HFTK Fhnto Interpretation: 

The Photo Interpretation Unit aboard the VALLEY FORGE utilized space 
made available in the Air Intelligence Office. Working space tob restricted 
and filing space ms at a minimum. The unit began its work with one LODU, 
Additional personnel wore assigned and during most of the operating period 

T/rnP ««« T.T.Tfr . nrm OM2 . nnd nnn AN. The P. I. unit ma 
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The greatest work load ms in the preparation of route flak studi es or 
"Toumidir ?£ fink studies required the detailed *^ P t ^ 000. 

large scale photo runs along a route usually at a scale ofl/^ t » V6,000. 
A series of mosaics, usually four to six, were prepared from small scale 
thSS of 1/12 000 to 1/15,000 scale. Proper legends vrero placed on tha 
^S. ^^^St ~oS£ate. of all Lrgots. Fink positions obtained 
SfJKn studv of the large scale photos would bo properly placed on the 
SnlcaTe mfsolcf by^PPropriatc B ^ls, The -"ffg^ 

MSS^fS^ the Wid -^"j-* «• Task Force dur ^ 
the last throo months woro produced by the VAII*EY TOBGE. 

A oonsidorable amount of time ms spent in target search. All 
Wto^e reported by dispatch and, whenever possible, ^ ^°tatod mosxic 
^?report ^uldbo distributed to tho force. Ihmage asseasment, route 
Sr/eillanc^ and flaah interpretation of call photography vns reported by 
dispatch* 

o. RpqrcmqnAitionsi 

That the P2H2 Banshee photo plane be usod for aerial reconnaissance 
purposes on all type carriers. 

That the ahore-basod photo interpretation unit bo rapidly established 
vathiTair carSor distance of the operating area to reduce in as much a s 
possiDlo tbTSSk load on tho carrier photo D*b and interpre^tion unit. A 
?^ae coordination between P. I. units in Koroa, Japan and aboard ship is 
deemed ossontial. 

A urogram of pilot identification from aerial photos of suppositions. ^ 
camouflTgoTIilltary areas and use of photographic aids be carried out prior 
to the arrival of a now squadron in tho operating area. 

The inexperienced ship's photo interpreters bo sent to the for^rd area 
prior to thTarrival of tho carrier for a period of indoctrination. 

a. Mrm™ Handling* 

thl Montages of strength, quick action, lightness and durability. It is 
^porSrVevery respect to tho ti-down reel and 21 thread line. 

Tho locally designed shuttle used in plnoo of the chango 30 shuttle 

co rraspondonoe* 

b. fif-mf"- MMntAtiftncet 

An.i intAH _ Th« Snwrv aip-ino Analyzer on board ms not 
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the tank top and tho pressure gauge,, A pot cock ma installed under each 
gauge to bleed "off this entrapped air nhich gave an accurate reading of the 
tank top pressure, An overall improvement in the fueling rate ma noted and 
a rate in excess of 60^000 gallons per hour vjas realised when pumping into th 
outer tanks* 

d. Personnel* 

The Air Department complement as recommended in USS VAILBT FORGE letter 
aori&l 1353 dated 23 May 1952 has continued over tho past 18 months to prov ■> 
the most effective and efficient complement for a GV-9 olass carrier. While 
this complement efficiently supports 90 tc 100 sorties per day plus short 
periods of high tempo operations, it is not adequate for extended "around t: - 
clock" operations, 

D - Psntal Department! 

The Dental Department rendered outstanding service to the ship's company 
during the entire tour. Major equipment is adequate and in fair condition, 
and no critical ehortago in supplies exist. 

The need for a prosthetic unit on all ship ! s of this class has been 
recognized, and recommended by the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, The 
outstanding cooperition of the prosthetic clinic in Yckosuka Naval Hospital 
provided means of mastication for all our edentulous patients, 

E. Supply Department! 



(l) Aviation spare parts and material! 

Number of individual requests from squadrons por month - - 1582 
Number of such requests filled from stock on board per 



month - - 1472 

Number of such requests passed to .other sources supplyi 
AUoramco list items - -- -- -- -- -- -- - — ~ - - 25 

Non-allowance list itoce - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- g^. 

% efficiency, over-all - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- - 93,1$ 

% efficiency for allomnoo list items - -- -- -- -- - 98,35s 

Major components issued during operating period! 

Engines - -- -- -- - --------- - - - - - - - 32 

Wings *i7 

Propellers - - -------------------- - 25 

(2) General Stores and non-aviation repair parts! 

Individual issues per month - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 1650 

Monthly average of items received aboard from all sources! 

General stores - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 950 

Ship's repair parts - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 200 

Electronics parts - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 150 

(3) Commissary! 

Reoeipts at sea ------------------ - 647 tons 
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3ealuation of area sources of supply and related transportation methods 
ma Included In reply to ComAiifnc's Supply Support Questionnaire by this 
ship , 

Photographic supplies represented a recurring source of trouble in a 
sensitive area of operations* This ship ! s itemized ro commendation regarding 
six months 1 requirements of photographic supplies for a CV flagship operating 
in the Korean action has been forwarded to Cora&irPac, 

F » Gunnery Dapartmanti 

a. A ir , Saf^nsei 

Air Defense drills "Warning Magenta" were conducted by the task force 
frequently during the period 12 December 1953. to 11 June 1952, Records -were 
kept of acquisition results and are available for 124 separate raids up to 2 
June 1952. These raids break dorai Into 90 Jet raids and 3U prop raids* Tabs 
(l) and (2) present the results obtained by the Mk 37 directors in graphlo 
form* Records T7ore also kept for the Mk 56, Mk 63 and Mk 51 directors, but 
uncontrolled factors, such as blanking on certain boa rings nhich precluded 
attempts at acquisition until minimum range had been reached, make the data 
difficult to present graphically. 

The results of the Mk Jl director acquisition effort is presented for two 
periods. The first period, 12 December 1951 to H Fobruary 1952, represents 
a learning stage, and the results, In general, could be rated as unsatisfactory 
This assessment is based on only 26 £ of the jet raids and 60$ of the prop 
raids being acquired early enough for maximum fire to have been delivered at 
maximum op on fire range at 10,000 yards advance range. The second period, 
5 March to 2 June 1952, roughly represents the performance which can be ex* 
peated from an average, well trained, director creu. This performance is 
considered satisfactory In that 70$ of the prop raids Here acquired early 
enough to have delivered maximum fire at maximum range* 

These minimum acquisition ranges are based on the range at \yhich the 
director must pick up the target and still have time to get e solution, got 
the guns into automatic, and open fire before advance range roaches 10,000 
yards. If the gun mounts are kept in automatic during the lattor part of the 
designation phase several seconds con be savod and satisfactory acquisition 
phase several seconds con be saved and satisfactory acquisition made at a 
shorter range. Under these conditions 78$ of the jet raids and 8l# of the 
prop raids vrere acquired at a Tjholly satisfactory range during the second 

feriod. It is noted that if a raid had not been acquired by 10,000 yards 
a partially satisfactory acquisition range) it vns usually not fired on at all. 

The Mk 56 and Mk 63 directors complemented the Mk 3? directors on five 
occasions, which increases the total satisfactory acquisitions by a percentage 
point or tw>. In general, the Mk 56 director performance was about tho same 
as that of the Mk 37 direotors. It probably should have been bettor, in tha+ 
the equipment is of a better design for acquisition nark. 

It is concluded that frequent task foroe acquisition drills were vitally 
important in reaching a satisfactory state of training in the gun battories* 
Without these drills improvement could have been expected, but rould probably 
not have reached tho level indicated for the second period. 



at sea ms accompllshod on 10 occasions and 950 short tons of fresh and dry 
stores werb reoeived. Mail received by high line from tankars while re- 
fueling totaled 1,84.5 bags* 433 personnel were aithor received or transform* 
by high Una to ships of the replenishment group. 

Occasionally is wis necessary to refuel destroyers of the screen. 24,952 
barrels of fuel oil ware transferred to destroyers during 24 destroyer 
refuoling operations^ 

Although the helicopter has relieved the escorting ships of much of the 
routine transfer of guard mini, personnel, and freight between ships, it van 
necessary to receive destroyers along side on 65 separate occasions in ordsv 
to effect transfers of this type» 

2. The comments and recommendations raado by Commander, Air Task Group ONE in 
enclosure (l) are concurred in* 

3* The folloTulng dispatch ms received from Com7thFlt on 18 June 1952i 

"COMMANDER 7TH FLEET SENDS H3ARTY WELL DONE TO COMGARDIV 5. VALLEY FORGE 
AND AIR TASK GROUP 1 ON OCCASION OF YOUR DEPARTURE FROM KOREA ALTERS X YOU 
C0BPI1E& AN OUTSTANDING RECORD DURING 6 LONG AND DIFFICULT MONTHS OF RELENT- 
LESS ACTION AGAINST THE SNHHY IN NORTH KOREA X YOUR TIRELESS DEVOTION TO DOTY 
AND YOUR WILLINGNESS TO CARRY OUT ANY ASSIGNMENT NO MATTER HOW DIFFICULT HAS 
BEEN INSPIRATION TO ALL X GOOD LUCK AND BON VOYAGE 2 VAEM CLARK" 

OSCAR FEDERSON 
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DECLASSIFIED si 

From: Commanding Officer, U.S. 3. VALLEY FORGE (CVii-45) 
Toj Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN — ftFrt AQQIFIFH 

(2) Commander ..LV.JT;! Fleet WtUUnooiritW 

(3) Commander s Naval Forces P«R ZuiST NA^ST0tVI^T5500.l 

(4) Commander-in-Chief U.b. Pacific Fleet By* 0RH&9W«B__ 

Subjj action Report for period 30 December 1952 through 25 January 
1953 

Kef; (a) OPNAV .: 3T : : CT.Tw.. 3430.4 of July 1951 



/wTiJEX (1) Cold leather Photographs 
End: (1) i-iir Group FIVE ^ction Report 

1. In compliance ^ith reference (a), the Action Report for the 
period 30 December 1952 through 25 January 1953 is submitted -here- 
with. 

P... ;T I 
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In accordance with Commander Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN Confiden- 
tial Disoatch 260936a of December 1952 the U.S. 3. VALLEY FORGE 
(CVii-45)', CaPTaIN ROBERT E. DIXON Uol;, Commanding, RE^R iJDillPUiL 
3QUCEK J3N 3 ComCarDlv THREE and CVG-5 embarked, departed 
Yokosuka Japan for the Operating area at 07001 on 30 December 1952. 

On 2 January 1953 the US 3 VALLEY FORGE joined Task Force 77. 
iit various times during this operating oeriod other ships in com- 
pany were the US.-. ESjEX (CV,,-9) s the USS ORIS^NY (CVi-34), the 
USS „:E^R3^RGE (CVn-33), the U33 LlSSOUni (EB-63), with Commander 
SEVENTH FLEET V^Dli J.J, CLm.HR embarked, and various cruisers and 
screening destroyers. 

On 5 January 1953 Chmronder Carrier Division THREE RaDM ^POLLO 
SOUCEi; E T SN- embarked In the U33 Va.uR_.jY :: 0RGE ; assumed duties as 
Commander Task Foroe 77* The USS .vE^RSaRGE with Commander Carrier 
Division FIVE embarked, departed the Task Force, 

On 21 January 1953 Commander Carrier Division FIVE R^DH R.F. 
HiC^EY U3N s embarked in the l3j KE« ;3aHGE rejoined Task Force 77 
and assumed duties as Commander Task Force 77 on 22 January 1953* 
Commander Carrier Division THREE embarked in the U3S VALLEY FORGE 
departed Task Force 77 and the Operating Atfea for Yokosuka, arriving 
there 25 January 1953. 
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in Co^ie I r1ask1o^ce 1 V^ C |Y^^T t ^ aSSi f? ed J°, the C ^ ier Gro ^ 
j.d&n rorce o^/ix.ii ,^VEu Operation Order lib. 2-52. 

CH.lGjO LOGICAL ORDER Oi? 
o^ng'arL ^ i S , ^- t - h8 a*"*., Japan for the ooer- 

* u.d.u. tiiLriijiij vjas escort. 

and escS&d 1 JTthSftn St^tTShS. 8 ' 8 " fl °'' ,a in 

celebrate her homecoming the "Valley" startw Vmi!? ? v. 2 
total of sevpntv-twrt „ ■ y » starting at 1145 launched a 

sn-ssF* s : ~-S& .^•,;';'sas; , "sr ! 

*Wsw&: saaax asm, sfiss^ 

engine failed while on his vay to the ti*ff«t' n n Z 
helicooter badly shaken aad suffprin^ „ W£S ^covered by 

cne plane gu.rd helicopter and suffered no ill effects from exposure 
MpUnished.* 1 * ^ erstions ™" this oate as the Task Force 
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1-5*53? The morning hecklers opened the days operations with a 
successful attack on truck parking areas destroying three **ucks ond 
f?^? buildings, while damaging three (3) more trucks and five 

buildings. Added to this tally was a road cut and two (2) 
railcuts. What started to bo a promising day was cut short due to 
non-operational weather. The balance of the days flights was confine- 
to a Jet recco and a c^S mission. 

L 7 6 -53i ^-operational weather limited todays air ODerations to 
eight (8) sorties. 

1-7-53* No air operations were held this date due to weather. 

1-8-53* The first good flying weather in three days found the Valle^ 
Forge unleashing destruction at various targets in North Korea. 
Principal targets were Cherokee tsrgots in the vicinity of the front 
lines, which were hit repeatedly by Jets and Propd from the Valley 
*orge. Although the Cherokee strikes were ftMwMbillt was the C.-.3 
missions that provided the fireworks for the day. ftith AD 1 b and 
?^ S u WOrking t0 Z QthQT four-hundred (400) yards of trenches, ten 
■ (10) bunkers, and two (2) artillery positions wore destroyed and 
the pilots wore rewarded with a well done by the forward air con- 
troller. During this attack L 'S BURKEL^K flying an i& from VF 54 
was hit by flak and forced to land wheels up at a friendly emergency 
4 ,7 ? ' r, Ho was P icked U P ^ good condition, and returned to the 
Valley Forge via COD flight from K-16. 

1-9-53* The morning hecklers kicked off the days operations by 
destroying three (3) trucks, one (1) gun position and getting six 
tbj rail cuts. This mission was followed by throe (3)" Jet roccos 
and a striKe, which proved the most successful Jet attacks of the 
cruise to-date. The marshalling yard at Hyesanjin was sev^rly 
damaged one (1) truck and five (5) buildings were destroyed, two 
tii i I raade alon e ? lth heavy damage to a round house, one 
{!) highway bridge, six (6) trucks, several gun oositions and build- 
ings. Due to bad -weather a a*3 mission, the last offensive mission 
ilovm, attacked its weather alternates. With the exception of CaP 
and ,^P all further air operations wore cancelled. LCDH t?ICHXJ-!, 
Commanding Officer of VF 92 was forced to ditch his F4U due to 
engine failure just East of Yo-Do Island and was recovered uninjured 
by a helicopter from the LST 735 aft:.* spending 20 minutes in his 
raft , 

1-10-53: Ho air operations wore held as the Task Force replenished. 
iiou£h weather prevented completion of replenishment. 

1-11-53* Continued replenishment. No air operations were held. 
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tli I tur J°° n sortius wore cancelled duo to weather over the beach 
n? ^ ^determined number of floating mines In the operating area. 
On the only Prop strike of the day thirty-nine (39) building! wore 
destroyed. On that launch EifS KOIiSGBEN VF ?4 wai forced to litcn 
his due to engine failure. He was recovered by hellcooter unm* 

^n? ln >, f ?Y r Q 2 d ° n ° half < 4 *> ^nutes. The rescue, t Sough a 
routine helicopter operation was unique in that it w s the first 
rescue from a helicopter affected with a hand operated block and 

£?S a ™ I"? . fGb f lcrtGd t0 substitute for the non-ooorational 
no 1st on the helicopter, 

1-19-538 Wo air operations were held. The Task Force replenished 

■ iu SGf,, 

ro9?"^: + < R0UUm3 °- DQr:,tlo ^s continued as a total of ninty-seven 
97) sortioswopo flown, seventy-nine (79) of them offensive/ 
destroying fifty (50 buildings, eight (0) trucks, two (2) oxcarts, 
■rfhllo scoring six (6) rollouts and two (2) highway cuts, ' 

t'V-rJ** T 5 e P rc -dnwn hecklers found many targets of opportunity in 
r : no Wonsan-Hungnam areas. Tfcey destroyed eleven (11) trucks -nd 
lagged tvonty-six (26). Our Jets were assigned storage and"supoly 
?S ii^^ hi l° the / r ?P s stacked factory buildings , supply suiter 
Sot Che J?* eo :md closcJ support missions, ~ total of oighty- 
"J JJtU sortios woro flown accounting for the reported destruction 
I r l y -i° U * (4 ~Uo\ n t ldi -? gS > th ^y~f^ (36) supply and personnel 
tn ?h <12 2 i^ Cks ' ™ d tv;o (2} railroad cars. In addition 

■ IS ' ??o^ rQ P° rtQd damaging twonty-oight (28) buildings, 

S?*pfh^h- ; U E£j-? ' Lnd J "?™ 61 shGlt ^ r > thirty-two (32) trucks, 
^o ^2) highrf y bridges, two (2) gun emplacements, and three (3) 
-unkers, 

53J In the first of the three events scheduled, our hecklers 
combed the eneny in the fflbrtfc. Korea area. Several trucks end build- 
la^s ^re destroyed. Our Jots flew a recco ; : nd made strikes against 
supply suitors and underground warehouses. Several buildings were 
.octroyed and many left burning. The Props combined forces to knock 
>ut another Ohorokoe target. While flying a F9F-5 Panther J it. LCDR 
;,:u, - UL--G.^: 5 Executive Officer, of VF 53, experienced a oowor 
t allure forcing him to ditch his aircraft soon after tsko-off. The 
/a^^y Forgo helicopter effected a SDeedy rescue of the ditched 
pilot. The Valley Fo3?ge dep .rted Task Force 77 at 11421 for Yok- 
osuka, Replenishment was condutec upon leaving the Task Force. 

1-23-53* Enroute Yokosuka. Conducted ^ firing in area George. 

1-24-535 Enroute Yokosuka. Conducted A*, firing in area Love. 

L-25-53! arrived Yokosuka 10111. 
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1-12-53* No air operations wore hold due to non-operational 
weather. 

1-13-53; Continued bad weather cancelled oil air operations for 
the day. 

1-14-53 i No air operations were hold this date due to adverse 
weather conditions and rough seas. 

1-15-53: For the first time in five days operational wcathor pre- 
vailed and fortji-two (42) sorties were launched at the enemy over 
North Korea* «11 targets for the day were in the vicinity of the 
bomb line with supply shelters and supply concentrations as the main 
objectives. Controller reported "80 percent coverage, excellent 
results"} on all targets. *A11 afternoon strikes were cancelled when 
the weather closed in once again. 

1-16-53: A full day of air operations was hold as the *Valley" 
launched eighty-five (85) sorties, sixty-one (61) of them offensive 
missions. The morning prop strike on supply shelters and vehicle 
repair areas was a auccoss with fourteen (14) buildings and too (2) 
highway bridges destroyed. One rail bridge two (2) buildings and 
a rail car were destroyed by VP 53 on a Jet recco. The second Prop 
strike of the day was diverted to attack one-hundred -*A*ty £160) ? 
rail cars in Wons«n marshalling yard. Four Corsairs from VF 92 and 
four (4) -Sfcyraiders from VF 54 destroyed twenty (20) cars while 
damaging forty (40) more. Night hecklers v^-re unable to locate the 
remaining good rail cars due to atmospheric haze. They did however 
find heavy truck traffic in the area and destroyed three (3) trucks 
and damaged seventeen (17) more. 

1-17-53: The Valley Fcr ge launched seventy-five (75) sorties includ- 
ing regular CaP and **SP missions. The high standards of the previous 
day continued as the early Corsair-Skyraldcr strike destroyed over 
twenty (20) buildings in their attack on a mill and storage area." 
Four (') medium tanks were sighted by VF 51 on a recco mission, 
although damaging two (2) of the tanks they vjere unable to make the 
kill due to shortage of ammunition. Two- hundred (200) yards of 
trench were knocked out with six (6) bunkers by twelve (12) Corsairs 
and Skyraidors. To close out the day, night hecklers raided the 
marshalling yards in Wons,n ; and reported destroying thirty-six (36) 
rail cars and damaging four (4) more, as well as destroying seven 
(7) trucks and damaging nine (9) before returning to the "ValUy". 

1-18-53: ^ir ooeratlons for the day wore United to forty-eight 
(48) sorties, thirty-four (34) of which wore offensive sorties. 
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ohdnaNcs IviateriaL ad equipment 

1. The following ordnance was expended during this operating period 

SHIP 

5V38 Caliber 30? 



40 HM 



BOMBS 

1000#GP 

500#GP 

250#GP 

100#GP 



4501 



179 
491 
1609 
1064 



220/260 ^ragnentation 317 



SOCKETS 
3,5" Solid 

g-un • ..it:o.; 

20 iJL 

50 Caliber 



24 
73 



85370 
102325 



PART 1* 
BATTLE DaIjiGE 

1. The ship was not attached during this period and sustained no 
battle di.mage. 

2. Damage inflicted by the ship T s air group is included in 
enclosure (i) s and Part TI of this report. 

3. Damage inflicted on t he air group by the enemy is Included in 
enclosure (1), and Part VI of this report. 

P-aRT V 

pL : ;../ r :R. A .;c::. c? ^o.;.;el ~ ; :d CnoVriiLS 

A. PERJ0?iiANC3 

Per ormance during this first tour in the combat area vrns 
somewhat handicapped by Inexperience and non-operational weather. 
Performance rapidly improved" to the degree that the Task Force 
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Commander commented in a message on 9 January; 

"IT IS A PLEASURE TO SEE YOUR SHIP AND fa IR GROUP DEVELOPING 
IN Sl:CH a SPLENDID ilANi*ER X IN MY OPINON YOUR PROGRESS THU3- 
*AR hAd BEEN EXCEPTIONALLY FINE X KY HIGHEST CONFLUENTS'* 

Intermittent operations d ue to weather assisted the in- 
experienced personnel on board in developing t o t ho extent required 
ror full scale operations. The number of officers with no previous 
combat area experience is significant. Of an average of 112 ship's 

°^ iS QrS v,? n , b0 ? rd 2 2 nly 61 wsrQ on board for a f* 1 ! month or more 
of the ship's last tour in the area. Further, 3? nercont of the 
officers now attached to tno ship have been aboard" less than six 
months . 

Th^ro was an average of 196? enlisted ship's personnel 
actually aboard during tills period, although an additional 96 were 
attached and absent f rom t he s hip on temoorary additional duty and 
emergency leave. This number of personnel was considered adequate. 
ni? ?M n somo special skills. Tha following are urgently required: 
Lhi.jf vivo Control Technician, Explosive Ordnance Disoosal Specialis 
and a Ground Camera Repairman (PH-3992). These requirements have 
been the sudj ct of separate requests. 

Personnel in the Air Department will bo well balanced in 
number v/hen all the 40 aN/Aa presently ordered to ihe shio arc 
received. 

Morale was considered e xcellent , and was stimulated further 
when actual operations proved the proficiency of the shin and air 
group as a team. There was marked imorovoment in morale* following 
the receipt of a significant amount of mail. 

B. CaSUaLTIL S. 

Although several pilots -*ere compelled to ditch their planes 
there were no casualties during this operating period. Weather 
deck personnel performed with efficiency and safety-consciousness 
and thereby suffered no casualties despite icy deck conditions and 
periods of extreme cold and rough seas. 
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OPERATIONS DEPjiRTMLNT 



ZlC (Radar Countermeasures) 

I. Shipboard RCK 

a. Eq uipment s This ship is equipped with the RDO , SPR-2 and 
aPR-9 intercept roceivers s the DBk direction finder, RDJ pulse 
analyzer, end RDP Panoramic adapter. 



B. Operation , normally, a twenty-four hour watch yk s main- 
tained by CIC personnel on the RCIa intercept equipment, how T 
over, occasionally the watch was secured during daylight periods 
while conducting sir operations if this ship v^as not assigned 

an SCM intercept guard for the day. This was done yjhen the 
shortage of personnel forced their use at other stations in 
CIC. ho unfriendly radars were intercepted. However personnel 
received valuable operator training by intercepting and ana- 
lyzing the radars of the force. 

C , Comments . 



1. The ship's electronics technicians have done an excel- 
lent job of'restoring the RCK equipment to an operating 
condition and installing the ^PR-9 receiver. 

2. The aPR-9 is not yet used to maximum advantage as the 
received signal can not be fed to the RDJ and DBM for 
pulse ^nd D/F analysis. 

3. The presence of own ship's a, id many friendly radar 
signals makes interception of enemy radars doubtfull and 
their analysis extremely difficult in the affected fre- 
quency bands. 

4. The results with the DBM equipment have been disap- 
pointing so far, probe- bly du^- to a combination of operator 
technique and the above mentioned interference. 



"I, Airb orne RCK 

~"a~ VC 35 dot. B has four aD-4N aircraft equipped with APR-9 
receivers and aP^-70 D/F ge:. r. Two of these planes also have 
£FR-1 receivers and pulse analysis equipment. 

B. Operation . These aircraft were operated during the day 
with RCK s the primary mission and at night as hecklers and 
gators. RCi' results wort; as follows: 



1, Very few unfriendly r dars w^rc detected during day- 
light hours* 

2. On night needier flights, many radars signals were 
received but the aircraft could not baditforted from the 
prim: ry mission to analyze the signals and take bearings. 
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All intercepts not identified as friendly were reported 
in accordance with ComNavFe Instruction 003521.1, The detachment 
is also experimenting with several methods for Dinoointing enemy 
radar positions. 

CO MLimJICATIOUS (CIC) 

1. Communication, difficulties existing in CIC ware principally 
thos, of feed-over on the various circuits. This condition was 
caused by the lack of spread between channels. Those affected most 
were the Air Control and F&D nets. The outstanding e ramplc is 
142,% (GiiP COUTROL) and 142.74 (aSP CONTROL). The secondary tacA 
tical net, (145.08) and the strike control net, (143.64) also ' 
Qff6.cfefja eaieb. other. It is believed that much of this difficulty may 
be eliminated by careful ant a ana positioning and the assignment of 
greater frequency separation in the VHF channelization. 

2, The YE transmitter caused a groat deal of interference on 
143.64 :CS 3 raquiring strike control assignment 011 days when the 
Y3 guard was assigned to another ship. This condition exists be*, 
cautie the two ^2) transmitters are located in t he same space, Hals 
can bo remedied by a physical separation of tho - two. The noise 
level from various sources on 142.56 i'ECS. was excessive, Some 

of this was in the form of C. toy clicks, originating from within 
the confines of the ship and the remainder in a form resembling 
precipitation static vhich came from the automotive equiomcnt on the 
flight and hangar decks. It is believed that the installation of 
shielded distributors and spark plugs in all such equipment will 
eliminate this. As a result of 'this fjreossivo noise level, comm- 
unication w 1th the C*P beyond 30 to 40 miles became quioe difficult, 
rrjudoring it almost impossible to maintain positive control of the 
aircraft. Investigation disclosed salt-water corrosion on the 
antenna insulators, h thorough cleaning of the insulators and 
antenna coupling reduced the CW interference to a satisfactory level. 

RaD^RS (CIC) 

1, during this period the SX } 3U and X3G-7 radr.rs operated nor- 
mally and tiv-.tg available for continued use except -vhen necessary 
to secure thorn for regular maintenance. 

jLSG-7 radar is still not completely dependable "because of the 
blind spot on the starboard bow due to the location of the antenna. 

_SPS-6B. Two failures in the IF • co-axial lin. ; in the 
uH/aPS6-B antenna nodestal reduced the range considerably in the 
Mark V IFF. 
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Correction of these difficulties and a tenmorary arrangement 
to drive the ANDP-11 slave antenna oermitted excellent use of tho 
Mark V IFF with ranges up to 204 miles being obtained. 

The 3P8-6B radar still gives considerable snurious responses 
within close land range, almost nullifying it's air search 
possibilities. 

2. The effect of temperature inversion of the effective ranges 
of the various radars was of particular interest. On several 
occasions when an Inversion was reported by aircraft in t he area, 
aircraft wore detected and tracked at ranges ud to 100 miles on 
the SX without use of IFF. Under t he sane conditions G-Band IFF 
was trackad to ranges of 11? miles and .. rk X to 1?0. At the same 
time surgaco targets waro detected and tracked to ranges of 43,000 
yards on the SU radar. 



PERSONNEL 

1. Nineteen (19) men are assigned the ohoto laboratory as ship's 
company force, of which seven (7) are oetty officers and two (2) 
are designated PHaN's. Personnel deslringto strike for photograDhic 
ratings were canvassed, and ten (10) were accepted to make up the 
complete team/ Intensive on-the-job training with key men in charge 
of the new strikers has proved satisfactory for maintaining quality 
and production rate, T-iaintenance, and repair of equipment has 
proved to be difficult without an assigned qualified camera repair- 
man, A recommendation for assignment of a qualified repairman 

to all CVA's has been submitted to 3UFERS . 

PRODUCTION 

2. Twenty (20) photographic sorties were flow during this period. 
Eight thousand forty-eight (8048) 9x18", four-hundred-seventy-seven 
(477; 9kx9ky and seven hundred fifty-four (7?4) 8x10" prints were 
Dade from the photographs obtained for target studies. No unusual 
production problems were encountered. 



1. On the tenth of January a depression formed In the East China 
3ea. moving Northeastward, through t he Tsushima Straits tnd South 
of the Task Force. 



photographic Laboratory 
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On the eleventh, high winds accompanied by rain which after a short 
interval turned to snow along with increasing seas caused the 
curtailment of operations. Winds from the Worth Northeast exceeded 
fifty (50) knots at times, and the seas reached an estimated height 
of twenty-five (25) feet. Snow continued to fall almost continu- 
ously until early on the fourteenth* Heavy icing was encountered 
due to the extremely low temperatures which prevailed in all portio 
of the Sea of Japan* The minimum temperature of 10,2°F was recorde 
on the thirteenth. Sea Smoke was present on the water surface duri 
most of the hetvy weather, and on the morning of the fourteenth, 
it was thick enough to restrict visibility to two (2) to three (3) 
miles for a period of four hours. (See photographs Annex 1) 

AIR INTELLIGENCE 

1, Organization 

The organization of the intelligence department as set up 
when first reporting to Task Force 77 proved satisfactory ahd 
was not changed. Responsibility for reports was divided among 
the Air Intelligence Officer, the assistant ^ir Intelligence 
Officer, CaG Air Intelligence Officer and the Squadron Air 
Intelligence Officers* That Officer which could most easily 
obtain the required information was given the responsibility of 
making the reports. The ship's Air Intelligence Officer acted 
as coordinator. 

2. OPERATIONS 

Operations of the Air Intelligence Office have functioned 
on a twenty-four hour basis during the period of this report. 
The use of standard forms by both the squadron Air Intelligence 
Officers aad the ships Air intelligence Officers has greatly 
helped in t he processing of information within the prescribed 
time limits. Daily brief notes were published nightly and 
included all changing intelligence. 



The problem of storing the many charts required was solved 
by filing only a small number of each type and scale in the 
storage room in the rear of the Air Intelligence Office. The 
excess was stored in the fan room 2-65-2. A running inventory 
was kept and all shortages were noted. Delivery of maps and 
survival gecr from COIjFaIRJkP^N and the Air Navigation* Off ice 
at Atsugi was excellent. 



SPACES 
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Proper stowage space for- vofflmtlnous classified materials rec- 
eived, such as target dossiers and air Objective folders, is 
entirely inadequate. 

4, CHARTS 

Charts originally issued to each niiot included AH£ Series 
1:250,000 and aF charts 1:1,000,000, It 5, 000, 000 and 1:250,000 
of all North itorea. The lt50,000 scale charts were issued to 
tne pilots prior to each itfaval Gunfire Spot, Close >.ir Support 
or Strike mission as necessary and wore collected by ship's A 10 
upon pilot's return* 



5. ESCaPE aND EVASI0 



COMi^VFE sent an Officer on TAD orders to the Valley Forge 
just prior to departure from Yokosuko for the our'iosG of 
lecturing on Escape and Evasion doctrines end procedures. In 
addition two naval aviators who were recent evadoes gave ex- 
cellent lectures on their experiences. This method of presen- 
tation proved very satisfactory, 

6. PHOTO 



Because close co-operation; of the Intolligonce section and 
the photographic interpretation section is necessary to Droduce 
photographic material for reproducing ounoses, our present 
system of having them both in the same" of f ice has proved very 
satisfactory except for the resultant crowding. 

PHOTO Ii'fTLRPB^TATION 



h J*°^P^ twenty (20) photographic reconnaissance raissionsTU*re 
flownfluring the operating period utilizing three F9F-5P photograohii 
planes mounting the following cameras: K-38 24 inch, 26 inch, iv-17 
6 inch, 12 inch, 24 inch, il-17-.b 6 inch, 37 (Sonne) 100 mm. The 
efforts of the Photo Interpretation Office have been directed toward 
target search, flak studies, damage assessment, and touraid pre- 
paration with the emphasis on target search. Mosaics of suitable 
targets, prepared from flash prints, were forwarded to the carrier 
division staff. The end result was a ohotograph of the target for 
each pilot on each target strike. This system* has orovon highly 
successful for pilot orientation. 

2. The photo interpretation office is located in the Air Intelli- 
gence Office. This is a satisfactory arrangement in all respects 
except for the lack of space required to lay out nrint^. One 
officer and two unlisted men are assigned, with one additional 
o££i c er, an assistant Photo Interpreter, under orders to report. 

SlS'^rariNFCHL-'LATION -12- 



DECLASSIFIED 



CVA4?/ A 9-4 
Ser 



SECURITY INFORifc TION 



. It is considered that two officer nhntn i h t™ * 
assistants will be sufficient for Jhf ia^L^Sf 

3. DaH GE INFLICTED ON THE EHEMY 

Target 

Tanks 
Oxcarts 

fershalling Yards 
Roundhouses 
Railroad Cars 
Railroad Bypasses 
Railroad Bridge 
Highway Bridges 
Trucks 
Warehouses 
Barracks & Buildings 
Gun Emplacements 
Power Installation 
Factories 
Bunkers 
Lo-ding Ramos 
Supply Shelters 
Personnel Shelters 
Sawmills 
Lumber Pi}.es 
Conveyors 



ihd two 



rtail Cuts 



Troops billed 
Eighvay Cuts 
Trenches 

Sorties Flew n 



46 

5 
9 

900 Yrrds 



Destroyed 


Damaged 




2 


9 


■3 
j 




1 


67 


]_ 

87 


1 


1 




4 


5 


40 
6 


79 


237 


284 


4 


8 




4 


1 


1 


12 


11 


33 


1 


4 


14 

1 


37 


1 




1 





972 (Includes Uo tr , lning sortl&g ynroute) . 
period. Only those iast- nc^ .hfn ?S 5° my during thls operational 

ss^is idriH Hr 1 ^ «F-" ----- by 

y auffl,gc, but no confirmed results con Id De t-.buL.ted. 

JilR DEP^RTiffiiiT 

1. During the period of this resort nn Hif-u„ n f 

in operating the F9F-5 slrcr ft from ? dlfil culty was experienced 

carrier with H4B cq Limits installed, conventional CV.-9 type 
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However, temperatures have been lower (about 40°F) and wind velo* 
cities higher than can be expected in the present operating area 
during the summer months, Air craft were launched at weights rang- 
ing from 17,800 to 19,100 pounds with an average catapult pressure 
of 3,800 pounds. The ordnance load had to be decreased on* three 
pecasions because of low wind. A shuttle velocity recording instru- 
ment and an accurate relative wind reading on the flight deck leve]^ 
would provide an accurate end airspeed reading and would be of 
great value. Aircraft could then probably be launched with greater- 
ordnance loads and q moire positive margin of safety maintained. 



2„ Valley Forge experienced five (5) barrier 
ments due to broken hookpoints on the F9F-5. 
cracked hookooint cut the cross-deck pendants 
wire to whip across the catwalks. Luckily no 
nor were the purchase cables damaged. 



and barricade engage-r 
On two occasions the 
permitting the taut 
personnel were injured 



3» An extremely 
been experienced, 
exposure to fro. z. 
ifios the conclus 
ship and found to 
for all-wc ther o 
turcd on the west 
factory. It is h 
have be„n coraplet 
returns from this 



high attrition rate on manila tiedown line s has 
due largely to failure of the manila under 
ing and thawing in winter operations. This fort- 
ion that the nylon tie-downs, originated by this 

stand up well under this strain, are superior 
perations. Hooks for the nylon tiedowns menufac- 

coast prior to deployment proved to be unsatis- 
oped that about 600 of the nylon, tiedowns will 
d by Fleet activities, Yokosuka, when the ship 
first tour on the line. 



4. Extreme cold weather operations required constant attention 
to flight dtck. Snow removal was begun three houso before first 
launch time. On one occasion the temperature reached a low of 
10.2°F with a relative wind across the deck of 4j knots and gusts 
to over 50 knots, although spray was freezing on the deck and 
aircraft, no attempt was nade to clear the ice until the ship was 
turned downwind to reduce the hazard of personnel sliding over the 
side and to avoid frost bite exposure. Operating temperatures 
of 2?°F were not uncommon. Deck ice was cleared by scrapers and 
shoveled over the side. Ice formation in cataoult tracks was 



quickly cleared by directing the bl: st from .-; 
track. Intermittent operation of barriers, and 
arresting gear and catapults prevented freezing 
ing elements were freed by melting the ice with 
was removed from aircraft surfaces by hsod. 



t aircraft down the 
the exercise of 
of sheaves. Yield- 
blow torches. Ice 



5. The deck edge elevator, the life-blood of a r spot 5 is pre** 
sently taxed beyond its operating capacity. The elevator's designed 
working load is 18,00 pounds} design* load limit, 20,000 pounds; 
test load, 30j000 pounds. 
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In order to moot opereting schedules, it is frequently necessary 
to loed the Uvetor to 23 ? 000 pounds (F9F-5 end tr-ctor), end 
occe:sion^Hy to increase: the lo:d to 24,000 pounds if the F9?-5 is 
fully ormod,. Tho hoisting oebLjs have elongated under those con- 
ditions; ^orrnurcd v ; ; ith ;-.n orlpincl dioEr_otor~of 1.150 ;, S tho minimum 
d tcr is n yvj 'L065' ? . All possible si:. etc hes b,. n t: "ioen up et the 
puoip room ^.tid of the oebl s, Ind only e n proximately 1" n: .ins at 
tho elevator ends.- 

(>,. The electric hoist of the onberked holicoptor became inoper- 
ative end en emergency block end nylon tecklo vj s installed. A 
suocossfu";. rescue vj- 3 mede v;ith this emergency ge. r although twist- 
ing of the nylon lino prevented raising the rescued pilot sufficien- 
tly to ; r<_r.: L hiG ^at.rence into tho helicopter. 

j - j. 1 i.Y ^P^T^lvX 

X* /u t ] tion Supply 

The TJ.dv CliOU ..S .;-l) r... /el- r.i 5 a, d viotion stores on 19 
o.eau. ry I )\. , 60 perceat of it^ms requested wore supplie-d. Req- 
uisitions for this replenishment ^ero tr nsmitted to the Uoo CiiGUR'..j3 
by dispetchj es v.^; tr:. r precluded the employment of e GOD flight to 
forward Forms 220/125. 

T'vo aCOG's vjora experienced during the tour. The c uses were; 

(1) R17-SFIC-162, DOCTOR, Item E225, Section "B", FQF-5 
is nonlic: bio only for certain Bure_.u, Numbers. It is recommended 
th> t both this item end tho new item, R17-S?IC-l8UiR-2, DETECTOR, 
be c. rri d in stock to ossuro • veil bility for nil F9F-5 nirer;:ft. 

(2) R32-.,R3.:-?;lli,. 11, ^ClCTCR , Item E83O, Section "B", 
P? "-5. Twelve . ch :;:T.j shipped from th. contrector on 12/17/52 
but hed not b^-.-.-n received on bo. rd, a sui.tobl,j substitute, 
:i62-<~\ A-~-\252...2 . .; s furnished by Uoo C -.i--., 

The ?vi- tion stores divisions -bo.-rd the cerriors comprising 
T:..sk Force 77 effected intorchenge of ■ vie tion spore perts freq- 
uently. This pr ogre ci provided c veluoblu sourao of high priority 
items -end ives supported to the extent of reducing stock boleroe 
abo-rdtht transferring vessel to zero v;htin u..c. ss ry. 

The litest Suction "B" for H03S-1 on boord s doted December 1951, 
lists -ss Item £-790 ? R86-EC-3QE01-LA s GEiiGr^TOR. This goner? tor 
cennot be used on the K03S-1. The correct generator end stock 
number is R86-LK-S-24506, 
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SECURITY Iiil-OaliAiION - 

Cold weather experienced during this oper ting period proved 
conclusively that squadrons were not adequately outfitted with winto: 
clothing prior to deployment overseas. As a result, the replenish- 
ment allowance c rrild on board was immediately depleted. It is, 
therefore, strongly recommended that ^very squadron b e thoroughly 
Inspected fox compliance with fulfillment of cold weather clothing 
allcr<7:.nco prior to departure from CCav.. J . 

2, Provisions Replenishment 

This vessel replenished provisions twice during this tour on the 

lir.a., 

On 10 January 1953, the U , A i?VI.»o UF-29) supplied the first 
ronidnisnmant* Some 112 tons were requisitioned with 95 tons being 
delivered in 1 hour 30 minutes. Xhe .^liability of fresh and 
fresh frozen provisions was not plentiful} many desirable items were 
not in stock,. 

On 19 January 1953 s the second replenishment was accomplished, 
ugain from the U33 GIUM^S. Approximately 120 tons were requisi- 
tioned 102 tons were delivered in 1 hour 10 minutes. An ample 
sunnly of fresh and fresh frozen provision YiuS included among the 
replenished items. 

GUNMERY. jLi^.RT.-.-.aT 



1„ Material 

Hough sols and icing conditions encountered on 12-14 January 
combined to make 40al mounts #1 and ^2 (for^c; stle) inoperative. 
During this oeriod the mounts were protected to a limited extent 
by overall canvas covers and sup rate loading meciianisim and muzzle 
covers. However, the weights of sea water and ice to v.'hich the 
covers were subjected eventually caused canvas failure and conse- 
quent icing of the mounts themselves. The trainer's open ring 
sight on #1 mount was broken and the trainer's handwheels w,Te sprung 
13s. 34 .radar wave-guides on both mounts were so twisted as to be 
useless. The power motors of both mounts were completely grouned 
out. Further assussment of electrical and/or electronic damage has 
not yet been completed. 



2. Deck Evolutions . 

a. Three replenishments were conducted while with Trsk^Force 
77. a fourth was conducted enrouto Zoioosuka after leaving the 
the force* a brief summery of replenishment data follows* 
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Fuel Oil and aviation Gasoline 



Date 3hlD 



qua ntity 



4 January US 3 CHSMUN& UO-30) 9472,7 bbls oil 

, 134800 gals gasoline 

10-11 January 183 UISPIIujION UO-lOi?) 53 75 bbls oil 

73700 gals gasoljne 

19 January C r oS Oi^IaLUVL (AO-32) 9710 bbls oil 

156046 gals gasoline 

2? January IBS G^DaLUFL (a',<-32) 3721 bbls oil 

87284 gals gasoline 

<, : u. i. > ion 

^ImP ..jaantity Transfer rate 

4 January i^s nT, ^kT^.I Ue-16) 7?~tons 100 tons/hr 

11 January VI\G0 Ui.k-20) 179 tons *4?.7 tons/hx 

19 J?:i:uary JGo C~..'.n Uiii-53) 20? tons 91. 1 tons/hr 

22 Jc.nuary U3j CrlAKA (^.^-v.^ 137 tons **80 

* tiring onf! barton, inc. hi - &nd cuarterdeck modified housefal.1 rig 
o;i;.y because of jammed roller curtain at forward burtoning stat- 
ion: 

* Twu burtoning whips only used due to weather - wind up to 4? knots, 

Frovi sions 

P_aig. Shin quantity n Transfer rate 

10 January USS GRaFFIhS Ub-29) 99 tons 79.2 tons/hr 

19 January USS GRhFFIao (AF-29) 36 tons 66 tons/hr 

aviation Supplies 

Date Ship Quantity Transfer gate 

19 January USS CiiOUREC UTv-11) 12 tons 40 tons/hr 

b> On 10< pfceasiaas flestrciyreta .sere alongside,, 1 fcr. EEfusilag, 
4 for personnel transfers, and 5 for guard mail or material 
transfers. High-line transfers of 42 men were made to or from the 
ship during the period of this action report. 

c. All replenishment evolutions and personnel transfers were 
accomplished without incident* Various officers were qualified 
in keeping station along side, 

3* Gunnery Zxercises 

aA firing at towed sleeves was conducted in area GEORGE on 1 
January while onroute Yokosuka to the Task Force and in areas 

SECtmfflW^ORk^TIQN -17« / 
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GEO RGE aI'ID LOT !L on 23-24 January while enroute Yokosuka. These 
periods were of 2 hours duration each, although screening vessels 
and support snips were provided opportunities to fire at towed 
fif° Ve ^ 0n re ? len is™ent days, the replenishment retirements of 
this ship precluded such exercises, 

aDKDTE TRaTIVE DEPaRTLSNT 

1. Recreation, 

,, , , . ^ Movies proved to be the most popular form of recreation, 
Ai£?tly showings were held in the Flag Loss, Wardroom. Warrant 

? Ha Q r S ^ SS) GP0 mes3 Z p01 Mess ' and eom^rtaants B-301-L and 
J-jio-L. Ihere was a total 144 showings d uring this period, 

The Hobby Shop has again proved t o be a worthwhile 
source of recreation. Sales at cost during the ooerating oeriod 
amounts- to *60O.O0 s while personnel continued working with the 
more than ,1,000.00 worth of handicraft items they had purchased 
during the month of December. Leather nurse kits and boat and air- 
plane models were the most popular Items. J^poaaess© mod&T atoos ^re 
easily obtainable and afford a gre^t deal of pleasure. 

a press newspaper taken from the national oress service 
Iri^S ?^ S ™™ isned dail y- Ih addition, the Sunday* naner 1 'VALLEY 
FORGE TiiKE OFPS" was published weekly and covered the local news 
picture. 

a full scale radio station was operated over the ship's 
KiJO system. Two channels were always available % channel #1. a FES 
broadcasts, and channel #2, loca; programs. Programming extended 
dally from 061? until taps, and included disk jockeys, soorts and 
neiss broadcasts, and a.^S transcriptions, 

a Jn The library and lounge have bean filled to caoacity 

daily during off-dury hours. 

2. Religious activities. 

The Protestant Chaplain conducted 8 Sunday Divine 
Services and 48 Daily Devotional Services, a weekday Bible Class 
was hold each Tuesday evening. 9 kormon (Latter Day Saints) 
services were conducted by LUG K.E, K^RDY U3N. 

The Catholic Chaplain conducted 14 Sunday iiasses and 24 
weekday Masses, serving Holy Communion to 564 persons. He held 43 
dunday School and Bible Class sessions. 
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SECURITY INFORMAT ION 

The two Chaplains alternated In presenting a series of 
illustrated lectures to the officers and crew> The BuPors Character 
Guidance Series was used and the movie "To Be Held in Honor" was 
shown to groups attending 27 lectures. 

3. Training. 

The major part of the shipboard training consisted of 
"on-the-job" instruction and general drills. However, formal in- 
struction in the ship's training room was afforded whenever possible, 
Among the activities were a daily coxswain's class, a nightly Avia- 
tion Boatswain class, and numerous divisional training classes. 

Information snd Education activities wore stimulated by 
the curtailed flight operations. A total of 214 GED test sections 
was administered with 42 men completing the high school test and 5 
men the college level test. Personnel applied for 29 U'SaFI and 
college extension courses during this period, as well as 4? enlisted 
correspondence courses. 

4. Legal. 

The first tour on the line produced considerable legal 
assistance activity principally relating to domestic problems. 

Mast cases and Court Martials dropped appreciably. 
However, such Court Martial cases as arise, immediately prior to 
departure from Yokosuka are neccessarily delayed for long periods 
of time due to non-receipt of signed charges and unavailability of 
witnesses. 

5. Public Information. 

The Staff Public Information Officer and his journalists 
on board handled most of the operational material. The ship ! s 
Public Information Officer concentrated on material for the* Fleet 
Home To?jn News Center. These releases are broken do¥m categorically 
as followst 30 feature stories, 55 Hometownors (Roster), 65 form 
stories, and 23 still photographs. In addition, approximately 600 
letters from the Commanding Officer have been forwarded direct to 
the next of kin of personnel serving on board* 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 

1.. During this operating period, 1,176 treatments were given by 
the medical department; 99 patients were admitted to the sick list, 
11 for surgery. 
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2. 19 pilots were temporarily grounded. Only one pilot required 
admittance to sick bay for any length of time "because of exhaustion 
from cold incident to flight operations. A complete recovery was 
made. 

3. 40 personnel were inoculated against co- pox; 23 for tetanus; 
11 for typhoid; 48 for cholera. There were no untoward reactions 
noted. 



4. There were 9 cases of venereal disease aboard, 7 of which wore 
urethritis due to gonococcus, and 2 of which were chancroid. There 
were no admissions due to syphilis. It is felt that this low rate 
of incidence, particularly following the recent holiday in-port 
period in Yokosuka, is the direct result of the medical department ' 
intensive continuing ship-wide VD educational program, Ali phases 
cf this program are scheduled, conducted and supervised by the 
medical department, 

5* . ith the abrupt advent into cold -weather, the expected rise in 
upper respiratory infections was evident among all levels of the 
ship's company and air group personnel. This was especially true 
during the first phase of thu operating period, followed by a gra- 
dual decline in the number of cases, until now there are none on 
the sick list. Many of these cases were treated in an ambulctDTy 
status, and those requiring admittance to the ward were usually 
released aft^r 2 days. 




R. E. DIaON 



Mstribution List: 



CNO (advance ) 2 

CinCPacFlt (advance) 2 

CinoPacFlt Evaluation Group 1 

Cc-Tii^;.vFE (advance ) " 1 

OctiMavFE Evaluation Group 1 

ContfSVENTHFlt (advance) 1 

CTF SEVlNTY SEVEN(advance) 1 

ComAirPac 5 

ComS ervPac 1 

ComFAiriilameda 1 

ComFiiirJaps n 1 

Naval li.'ar College 1 

COFAIBBETUPAC 2 
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vc 3 l 

VC 11 1 

vc 35 l 

VC 61 1 

CO j USS ESSEX (CVa-9) 1 

CO , U33 KE^RSaRGE (CVA-33) 1 

CO j USS ORISANY (CVii-34) 1 
CO j UbS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVa-47) 1 

co j us 3 Tarawa (cva-40) i 

CO, USS PRINCETON (CVA-37) 1 
CO, USS BOH HOkLE RICHARD (CVA-3D 

CO, USS WaBP (CVA-18) 1 

CO, USS YORKTCKYN (CVA-10) 1 

CO, USS BOXER (CVa-21) 1 

nLO JOG "Korea 1 

ComCarDiv 1 1 

ComCarDlv 3 1 

ComCarDlv 5 1 

ComCirDiv 15 1 

ComCarDiv 17 1 

AIG-1 1 

aTG-2 1 

CVG-2 1 

CVG-7 1 

CVG-9 1 

CVG-15 1 

CVG-19 1 

CVG-101 1 

CVG-102 1 

CVG-11 1 

ComFalrHawall 1 

USS BATaAN (CVL-29) 1 

USS REHDOVa (CVS- 11 4) 1 

USS BaIROKO (CV^-115) 1 

USS BaDOENG STIAIT (CVE-116) 1 

USS SICILY (CVE-119) 1 
USS GILBERT ISIawDS (CVE-107) 1 

USS POINT CRUZ (CVE 119) 1 

USS TRIPOLI (CVE 64) 1 
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1 9 MAR 1953 



From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-45) 

To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Commander Task Force SSV3NTY SEVEN 

(2) Commander S3V3NTH FLEET 

{3) Commander Naval Forces FAR EAST 

(A) Commander-in-Chief U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Sub,): Action Report for period 8 February 1953 through 19 March 
195 3 

Ref: (a) OPNAV Instruction 3480. h of July 1951 
Encl: (1) Air Group FIVE Action Report 

1, In compliance with reference (a), the Action Report for the 
period 8 February 1953 through 19 March 1953 is submitted herewith. 

PART I 

COMPOSITION OF 07/N FORCES AND MISSION 

In accordance with Commander Task: Force SEVENTY SEVEN 
Confidential Dispatch (2f2f2f804Z of February 1953 the U.S.S. VALLSY 
FORGE (CVA-45) , Captain Robert E. DIXON Commanding! Rear Admiral 
Apollo SOUCSK Commander Carrier Division THREE, and CVG-5 embarked, 
departed Yokosuka , Japan for the Operating Area at 07001 on 8 
February 1953# 

On 11 February 1953 at 07001 the ship joined Task Force 
SEVENTY SEVEN in Area Sugar. 

The MISSION of this force ia that asaigned to the Carrier 
Group in Commander Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN Operation Order No. 
2-52. 
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PART II 
CHRONOLOGY 

2-8-53: The Valley Forge departed Yokosuka , Ja 
Combat Area In accordance with.CTF-77 Confidently 
0208042 of February 1953. 
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2-9-53* Enroute to Combat Area. Anti-aircraft firing and gen- 
eral drills were held. Air operations were conducted in th* after- 
noon in the vicinity of aouthern Kyushu for refresher training of 
pilots, 

2-10-53: Enroute to Combat Area. In the vicinity of the Tsus- 
hima Straits a joint air defense excarcise was conducted with the 
43rd Air Division of the Japanese Air Defense Force. A message 
received from the 43rd Air Division (100530Z of February) at the 
conclusion of this exercise is quoted: 

APPRECIATE YOUR PARTICIPATION IN JT EXERCISE TODAY i*/HTCH 

PROVIDED EXCELLENT TNG IN ALL PHASES AIR DEF. 

While attempting to bring aboard his AD with a rough running engine, 
TENS D.D. POULSON, of VF-54, was forced to ditch when, short in the 
groove, Ms engine failed completely. ENS POULSON was recovered 
uninjured almost immediately by the Valley Forge helicopter. In 
eddition to flight operations general drills were elso conducted. 

2-11-53: The ship Joined Task Force 77 in Aree Suger at 07001. 
RADM A. SOUCEK relieved RADM H.F. HICKEY as Commander Tesk Force 
77. Ships present were the carriers U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-45) , 
U.S.S. KEARSARGE (CVA-33) , U.S.S, PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-47) , U.S.S. 
ORI SKANY (CVA-34), the cruiser U.S.S. LOS ANGELES (CA-135), ana 
verious destroyers of the screening force, and the replenishment 
force. No air operations were held as the Task: Force replenished. 

2-12-53: The Valley Forge celebrated her return to action by 
launching 84 sorties, 61 of them offensive missions. Pre-dewn 
hecklers started the days fire works by destroying 4 trucks end 
demaging 12, destroying or demeging 6 buildings plus several 
highway and rail cuts. Meanwhile, Jets from VF-51 on s reconn- 
aissance flight destroyed 7 supply shelters and made 3 highway 
cuts. The morning propeller flights although scheduled for a Close 
Air Support mission and a strike, were diverted due to bed weether 
in their target ereas, and hit targets of ODportunlty destroying 
15 buildings and damaging 9 more. 
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The afternoon Jet strike waa cancelled . Later in the day a Propeller 
Close Air Support mission and strike were launched reporting 
destruction on 10 "barracks, 9 "buildings, a highway bridge and 3 
railroad oars. RADM R.F. HICKEY, COMCARDIV FIVE transfered his 
flag from the U.S. 3. KEARSARGE (CVA-33) to the U.S.S. ORISKANY 
(CVA-34). The U.S. S. ORISKANY (CVA-34) was detached from Task Force 
77 and departed for Yokosuka, Japan. 

2-13-53: The dawn hecklers, though hampered by bad weather, located 
a gasoline truck convoy destroying 7 trucks and damaging 3 more. 
Snow and freezing rain forced the curtailment of all further eir 
operations for the day. General drills were conducted, 

2-14-53: Hecklers resumed operations early this morning attacking 
trucks along the Main Supply Routes, destroying 8 and damaging 5 
more. The morning Jets on 2 reconnaissence missione and Cherokee 
strikes, destroyed 5 buildings, 3 railroad cars, a supply shelter 
and made 1 rail cut. These were followed by a full scale Propeller 
strike which destroyed 12 buildings. The afternoon Panter strike 
along with strike and Close Air Support missions by Corsairs and 
Skyraiders brought the highest total destruction for the ship 
during its present tour. The following dispatch from ComCerDiv-3 
vsb reoeived relative to todays operations, 

WEATHER REPORTS FROM MORNING HECKLERS WERE EXCELLENT X 
WELL DONE TO PILOTS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

I HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AWARE OF FACT THAT ADMINISTRATIVELY 
MY DIVISION WAS FINE X AFTER RECENT SPLENDID 

PERFORMANCE S SPEC ALLY TODAYS AM SATISFIED THAT I ALSO HAVE AN 
OUTSTANDING TACTICAL DIVISION X AM HIGHLY 

PLEASED WITH EACH SHIP AND AIR GROUP 

2-15-53: No air operations were held thie date as the Task Force 
replenished. 

2-16-53: The morning heoklers found truck traffic heavy and their 
attacks accounted for more than 20 destroyed or damaged. They also 
destroyed 15 buildings and made several rail cuts. The morning Jet 
launch hit a Cherokee strip opposite the II ROK Corps with resultant 
destruction of several barracks and trucks. This event Was closely 
followed by a Propeller Close Air Support mission and a strike in 
the front line area. In thfi afternoon, Jets flew a reconnaissance 
mission against a marshalling yard in the Kowan area making several 
railcuts and damaging 6 railroad cars and 10 buildings. In the last 
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confined. i total of h Mission! 5S°?iS£,'g Sf'S^'feSSi*^ 1 "" 

2-19-53: Replenished at aea. No air operatione were held. 

and damaging J2. At the same time a Close Mr s5«™2 5* % bull * 1Iles 
Corsairs of 7F-92, in tha areas aerws ??Sm the iPSS Srns° n * 7 
knocked out 6 bunkers and destroyed loo v!il !f !« h P -1 
and Skyraiders on a strike HitS™^ ? ». y ?f2? ° f tT3nch ^* Corsairs 

nZiii ot 99 sorti9s w " 9 8 rSut{ n r!S; 8 Lnip 

lllllVL^T. operations w « 9 "aid due to bad weather over the 
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The Cherokee strike had 2? hits in the target area with 27 bombs. 
In the meantime, Corssirs and Skyraidars were on e Close Air Support 
mission, strike and Cherokee strike. Tha combined dastruction for 
the three missions include 8 supply shelters, k buildings, 7 bunkers 
and 2 coastal batteries, The remainder of tha afternoon missions 
were cancelled. The night hecklers v/^re launched, however, destroying 
k trucks and 6 buildings, A total of 59 sorties ware flown. VADM 
J". J". CLARK, ComythFlt* visited the Valley Forge this day. The U.S.S 
KEARS4RG3 (CVA-33) was detached from TF-77 and departed for Yokosuka 
anroute to CONUS. The U.S.S. MISSOURI (BB-36) joined the Task Force. 

2-23-53* No air operations were neld as the Task Force replenished. 
Ships present were U.S.S. MISSOURI (BB-36), U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA-/+5), 
U.S.S. PHILIPPINE SEA (C7A-/+7) , U.S.S, LOS ANGELES (CA-135), and 
various ships of the screening force end replenishment force. AA 
firing at s drone was conducted after replenishment was completed* 

2-24-53: Air operations were resumed with the morning hecklers 
destroying 6 buildings, 1 truck, and a factory, The early morning 
jet reconnaissance end Propeller strikes were diverted to their 
Weather Alternates due to whether over the target area, Later, 
strikes on a Close Air Support mission and Cherokee strikes destroyed 
^6 "buildings and 2 mortar positions* While making a run on a group 
of buildings in the Wonasn area , LTJG MC ARTHURS * AD was hit by AA . 
He managed to reach Wonssn Harbor where he ditched hio airplane and 
was recovered uninsured by a helicopter from Yodo Island within 
15 minutes. LTJG HAYWARD of VF-51 was forced to ditch his Panter 
Jet on take off when a power failure occured. He was picked up 
immediately by the helicopter from the U.S.S. R0CH3ST3R (CA-12/+). 
The Valley launched a totel of 87 sorties today including ASP and 
CAP. 

2-25-53; A 0*4 15 heckler launch started tha days air operations by 
attacking trucks along the seat coast from Wonsan to Hamhung. Thair 
efforts resulted in destroying or damaging, at least, 19 trucks and 
20 buildings. At 0700^ two Jet reconnaissance flights, a Cherokee 
strike and a Close Air Support mission were launched. When the 
final results of these missions were tabulated the Red forces were 
short 35 troops, a powsr sub-station, and 17 supply buildings. The 
afternoon strikes, both tfat and Propeller were aimed primarily at 
supply buildings along ?,h® Main Supply Routes, of which 26 were 
destroyed and 23 daasgsc*. Uany secondary explosions and large secon- 
dary fires ware observed at the targets, 85 Sorties were launched, 
52 of them offensive missions „ 

2-26-53: A total of $2 sorties were launched today. 
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Starting with pre-dawn heckler flights which destroyed 7 buildings 
and a truck, the air group experienced a successful day. The morning 
Jet reconnaissance hops and strikes accounted for 7 more buildings 
and 8 supply shelters. The first Propeller launch sent Corsairs and 
Skyraiders on a Close Air Support mission and a Cherokee strike. 
Both assignments directly across the front lines from the II ROK Corps, 
resulted in the destruction of 15 vehicle shelters, 3 mortar positions 
and 25 yards of trenches* An afternoon Close Air Support mission in 
the same area accounted for 8 personnel shelters and 75 yards of 
trenches destroyed and 6 bunkers damaged. 

2-27-53: No air operations ware held as the Task Force replenished. 

2-28-53: Though hampered by non-operational weather in the afternoon 
the Valley launched a total of 86 sorties. All strikes for the dey 
were diverted from their primary targets and Weather Alternates and 
targets of opportunity were hit. A total of 47 buildings and 1 
power plant destroyed were the results of the days activity. 



3-1-5 3: The days air operations were initiated with a Jet reconn- 
aissance and Cherokee strikes which destroyed 5 buildings and 1 truck. 
This was followed by a Propeller Cherokee strike and Close Air Support 
missions. On return they were assigned a special mission to silence 
coastal defense guns in the Wonsan Area. Due to intense smoke and 
dust the exact results could not be assessed. The afternoon Jet and 
Propeller hops accounted for many cave entrances being blocked or 
destroyed and a coastal battery being knocked out. The night hecklers 
found truck traffic exceptionally light destroying only 4 trucks and 
2 buildings. 

3-2-53: No air operations were held this date due to non-operational 
weather. 



3-3-53: No air operations were held this date as the Task Force 
replenished. 

3-4-53: Morning hecklers commenced air operations with strikes over 
the coastal Main Supply Routes from Wonsan to the border destroying 
8 buildings, 6 railroad cars and 8 trucks. The mejor part of the 
days air operations were devoted to leaflet drops on the east coest 
of Korea from the bombline to the Yalu River. The leaflet drop 
was the first major drop by carrier based planes during the Korean 
Conflict. 
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rapleniahod. 81 ' ° peratloQa »» this date as the Task Porce 

■;;;"ri.k sSp^a a 1ioS 7 M%"^\ 9 %rSloS 10W ^i t a MS d % t9 c ™ine with 
with Skyralders and Corsaira fr™ ??2 tt a^ 18 9Tant WQS coordinated 
was carriad out suo^e^uUy. ?he moVn^ V* 1 ?^ (C ™"^ aad 
Close Air Support mission d the I Cnl™ ? ^opeller strikes were a 
in the II HOK Corps ares! The affar^nn Zft*,*** 8 ^"^^ strike 
V7-51 and VT-53 Providing sG™S°°°< ffll3SlonS Saw Anthers from 

and One Hundred Two. Thf PronelS on^° n b ° th ALt Grou P 
Close Air Support, this time In th«T? 8g6ln were Callad in on 
8 bunkers and 8 supply builSiwa a J™ff 8 8Pea i th9re tha ? destroyed 
time ware over a Red supply dSSS'in $E i™" and Corsal rs at the same 
destroyed 35 buildings, ^L^V^sSe whera thay 

explosions were also observed. ° larfie aac °adary 

liliUi sS^rs t ^VLTr ,nt ?^ 811 thelr """i. on 

south of wonsan. Panthe? htf ^^11*^°™ ln the area ^ 
suppression for Corsairs and qir^ofJL ama tlma wera Providing 'flak 
{CVA-34). TwS mo?n?ng Close 31^™:*'*?" f ha tr * S ' S ' 0Hia "W 
the IX Corps area, thf other ill thPli bS^IS 11 W9r9 fl °™; ™ a in 
ware repeated again in the afternoon in ?ha SSI'p Th9 " 351119 mlaal ^s 
Close Af r support missions accounted Vn'S « e Jf m9 „ C °r pe araa > Tha 
personnel shelters, 8 heavv Z J LI??< °~ Bl daat ™°tion of 22 
several large saoondfrj a^lSs^ns ^n ifE^Ftt 8 °£ trenchaa a ^ 
Corsairs and Skyrsidars destroyed 32 m?i ^f.^wokee strike D y 
resulted in several large seoond« J !? ry buildln 6S, all of which 

of this miasion "Superi!? sSSikJS \£F ^°%™£j 0t9 * h9 *">ntrollar 
flying his Panther Jet on a atrilw a *v, * * W "51, while 

in action when ha faUed to «Jover J frL !? \° f ,? 0n3811 was kllled 
1U sorties were flown incl^ng^^ & an°f ^ Sfihti ^ ° f 

T^aVoi ^^^^^ e.capt 
£11-5* No air operations were held as the Task Force replenished 



«";niihaJ a al Jea°? epatl0nB ha " thlS dSte as Task Force 



^ir'opESi^ t S o 9n9 r Uy ,? ad r ath9r ^oughout the 

and ASP mlsaions. lilted to 6l aorties including regular CAP 
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On tha morning Propeller launch Corsairs and Skyraidera Jilt a North 
5gr«an rflat" "tfamp-i "Tis*d f or hartres^f:;^ 

and North Korean Forces who nave shoWown an allied plane. After 
*^ e - strike a new rest oamp was~Iii ©r~3*i"'an37un^^ 
would shogt no more, the oamp was jLoj^Vtvjj'' dastrovad. in the 
meantime other Skyralders and Corsairson a Close Air Support mission 
in the II HOK Corps arsa destroyed supplies and personnel shelters, 

3-14-5 3: Morning heoklera on an Electronic Counter Meaaures miaaion 
resumed air operations at 0415. The heoklers found very little truck 
traffic due to the heavy anow fall of the previous day. Panther Jets 
flew flak suppression for the morning Propeller strike on a troop 
billeting area in Hongwon, destroying 10 buildings. In the afternoon 
Skyreiders and Coreaira flew a Cherokee mission in support of the X 
U.S. Corps, destroying supply shelters and personnel sheltera. 
Several Navel Gun Fire missions were flown during the day, A total 
of 111 sorties were flown, 101 of them combat missions. 

3-15-53: No sir operations were held as the Task Force replenished. 
At approximately 15361 the USS VALLEY FORGE with eoraCsrDiv-3 embarked, 
and the TTSS MADDOX (DD-731) in company was detached from Task Force 77 
to proceed to Rong Kong via Sasebo in accordance with CTP-77 dispatch 
120612Z. RADII I. HICKEY USN ComCerDiv-5 on board the USS ORISKANY 
(CVA-34) i-elleved RADM A, SOUCSK USN, ComCarDlv-5 as CTF-77. 

3-16-53: Arrive! Sasebo at 08561, detached the USS MADDOI (DD-731). 
Departed Saaabo for Hong Kong st 13001. 

3-17-53: Enroute Hong Kong. 

3-18-53: Snroute Hong Kong. Rendezvous was effected with the USS 
PHILLIP (DDB-498) at 0500H and elements of Patron 46 st 0700H, who are 
to aseort the Valley Forge to Hong Kong, Captain R.S. DIXON conducted 
Personnel Inspeotlon in the forenoon. Memorial servioea for LTJG 
DAVENPORT and LTJG GEDNEY were conducted by the ships Chaplain following 
the peraonnel inspection. A smoker was hald In the afternoon 

3-19-53: Arrived Hong Kong 1402H. 
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PART III 
ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT 
1. The following ordnance was expended during this operating period 

SHIP 



5"/3S Caliber 
40MM 



Bombs 
2000// GP 
1000# GP 
500# GP 
25 0# GP 
100 p GP 
22O#260 Frag 
100# Incendiary 

Rockets 
3.5" Solid 
3.5" Smoke 
HVAR 
ATAR 

A/C Para. Flares 
Ne ps lm 
Leaflet Bomb 
Depth Bomb 350# 

Gun Ammunition 
20MM 

50 Caliber 



179 
2031 



AIRCRAFT 



22 

375 

1,038 

3,586 

1,469 

799 

132 



19 

16 

364 

282 

272 

13 

215 

4 



228,310 
200,970 

PART IV 
BATTLB DAMAGE 

imS%.-2.7 8 not attackaa aurlng thlE perloa ° nd -o 

k £zsxr%? = taa zix b s rxioit m f ° r ° e ° 13 in ™ 
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PART V 

^PERFORMANCE OF PERSONNEL AND CASUALTIES 

Performance of personnel during this second tour in the operating 
area was excellent. Commander Task Force 77 message 14112#Z of March 
1953, addressed to the Valley Forge is quoted: 

THIS HAS BEEN A LONG HARD TOUR BUT YOU HAVE WITHSTOOD IT LIKE 
THE TRUE VETERAN THAT YOU ARE X VALLEY FORGE WITH HER FINE AIR 

GROUP IS NOW THE HUB OF THIS BIG WHEEL AND CTF 77 PROUD TO FLY 

HIS FLAG FROM A SPOKE X MY COMPLIMENTS OK YOUR EXELLSNT PERFORMANCE 

LAST FIVE WEEKS X WISH YOU GOOD TIMS FORTHCOMING VISIT 

The ship's company, consisting of 64B petty officers and 1398 
non-rated men, proved adequate. During this period only 24 enlisted 
personnel were transferred, 10 to be absent only temporarily on leave, 
22 Men were reoeived aboard for duty, 10 of whom returned from temp- 
orary additional duty. The relative permanency of personnel that 
these figures indicate ie one of the blessings and advantages of being 
in the Combat area. 

A critical shortage is developing in the electronic technioian 
rating, particularly is senior supervisory personnel. A ground camera 
repairmen (PH-399 2 ) is still urgently required. 

Morale continued to be excellent. A minority of the crew was 
affected' by a slight increase noted in the number of divorce cases 
and domestic problems. Emergency leave requests posed a major morale 
problem since they were received in a relatively lerge number during 
this operating period. All were carefully screened and in 8 cases 
approval was recommended and granted. 9 other requests were dis- 
approved since they failed to fulfill the Commanding Officer's 
interpretation of the criteria established by the Area Commander. 
Those emergency leave requests rejected were marginal cases and the 
men involved are potential sources of discontent and dissatisfaction 
in spite of explanations of policy and all the factors considered. 

LTJG Howard Waurice DAVENPORT, JR., USN, 5034/1310 , VF-54. On 4 
March 1953, while flying an AD4 , flight purpose 1T3, he received AA 
damage which set his plane afire. Attempting to effect landing on en 
emergenoy air strip, he lost control of his plane and crashed into 
the watar at high speed. Hie body was not recovered, LTJG DAVENPORT 
was reported killed. 



SBCUMty Info; 



NFOHM ATION ±± 



DECLASSIFIED 




SfGURlTY INFORMATION 



I.TJG Kendall Courtney GEDN3Y, USIT, 5 32820/1310, VF-51. On 9 
March 1953, while flying an F9J-5, flight purpose 1T1 , LT G3DN3Y 
was apparently hit by AA for ha was last seen in his diva and was 
not heard from again, A hot-burning fire, resembling a crashed air- 
craft, was spotted after the flight leader*s recovery, LTJG GiSDNSY 
vvas presumed killed in the crash for a further search disclosed no 
survivors in the vicinity and confirmed the fact that an aircraft had 
crashed. 



ADMINISTRATIVE D3PARTMSNT 



Recreation Motion pictures continued to be the most popular 
form of shipboard entertainment. Six to sight films, .shown in 
different locations about the ship, ware scheduled, nightly to provide 
the maximum availability. 

The stock of Hobby-craft supplies, replenished during the last 
in~port period, was almost exhausted again as the craw purchased over 
*2OQ0,OO worth of model boats ships and airplane kits* Japanese 
Tiranufactured model kits proved as satisfactory and popular as the 
"7,3. product, and are much cheaper. 

The two-channel shipboard radio station, operating over the HBO 
system, continued its contribution to morale. One channel is tuned 
to AFRS programs, and the other furnishes live shows, from 06.15 to . 
taps, featuring musical talent in the crew, disk jockeys and sport 
and news roundups. 

The Crew's Lounge and Library have been opened during normal 
working hours, in addition to the regular after-hours periods, as a 
result of the extended and irregular operating hours required of the 
ship. Both heve been utilized to a much greater extant. The stock 
of magazines is good, and replenishment by mail has' been reasonably 
prompt. 

Religious Activities The religious program consisted of Protestant 
devotions at 0?6o"and~1?1 30 , and Catholic Mess at 0.630, with Rosary 
Services at 1830 each week day. Bible classes were hsi»i on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 2000, Protestant Choir practice Tags' "held on 
Tuesday at 1930. Sunday Services consist? Q(*oT Protest fait Divine 
Services at 0900, 1^30 and 20 30,. and Sunday School, at 1000; and of 
Catholic Masses at O63O, 0900, and 1430* and Rosary 3-srvices at IS 30* 

The Catholic Chaplain heard regular confessions on Saturday evening 
•-I at. any time on request. Regular office hours ivere observed daily 
by each Chaplain and daily visits were made to the side bay and to the 
-rig. The lecture, "Marriage and Family Life (f fl hai3 been presented 
io about half the crew and will be continued until sll hove had an 
opportunity to hear it. 
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Training . The ship f s training room was In constant use for 
lectures, demonstrations and projection of training films. Most of 
the training program has "been conducted on the division level by 
division of ficers ; however, classes in beginning and advanced algebra, 
and a class in beginning German, have been inaugurated. 198 G^D " 
Test Sections were administered during this operating period, and 
ho USAFI courses applied for. 

Public Information . Activities during this "period are summarized 
as follows : 

5 News feature stories and layouts. 
11 News Photo releases. 
1 Magazine article and layout 
30 Hometownere (roster and form stories) 
. 109 Faeture Stories to FHTNC 
38 Hometowner photographs 

305 "Letters Home" from the Commending Officer. 

PART VI ' ' 

GISN3RAL COMMENTS 

OPERATIONS D3PARTM.2NT 

CIC (Combat Information Center) 

The phenomenon of tra oping or ducting of radar energy lies been 
prevalent on a number of days during this period on the "line". 
Extremely long ranges Jiava been noted on the air search radar. In 
one instance a PB-1W was detected and tracked from a range of 110 
miles at an altitude of 3000 feet. On the same day land appeared at 
a range of 125 miles. 

Difficulty still exists in detecting and tracking Jet aircraft 
without IFF. Fair results have been obtained on days when ducting 
was evident. 

Video returns on Jets in groups of four and six have been obtained 
at maximum ranges of 50 miles at eltitudes between 15,000 and 30,000 
feet using the height system of the SX fed into the PPI . Targets were 
detected first on the RHI scope due to the better definition. Since 
the sweep on the PPI was generated by the height system, it is 
relatively easy for a skilled operator to detect proper bearings by 
checking the position of the sweap at the instant the target appears 
on the RHI. Due to the high Pulse Repetition Rate of the height 
system, all contacts on the PPI are blurred. 
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"'h\s procadura enabled dfft^oU on w&sn ;;he ;-JC w^-a^'h v::;-;-^ ths 
;'hc~6B ahowod nothing. Ho i.ater^au^s havi* ^^^u. t?:^?' ::v,;ovoL ^bs^. 
rro^dure to date due. to lack ot tl^e oerr— " '^H^riTo ;:^7' 
however trie results attaice-3 tirus rsr I no* ? vi furv-^r ^^h^^- 

: h /^rhtsd, ' ~""' J ' 

During this operating peritM 49 ^c'li^Klc «=?.?.:'£;.■<>■ wx'i- 
: r iv'n c ? numbers and types of ueg^t 1 v s crisis f^-; ^ b /ms 

rrocasssd 'by ths ships photographic i alKHetorv ^i'a^:-,:-?-; th^^ 

9 x IS 4,36:? 



ts 

9x IS 2L/i$'i 

Proeas^ii ngg-ati vas and prints of r'^o-ns h:^3.:u^ ■h-.v;;^ .<>rc n^vt 
■-I-^ forwarded to the NA3 Afcsugi frcr. C-^'h'V Cu': -y: v ^ " t'h* ' 

a "tar the flight- is ,t s s,1 This time - t bl <i jn-m; : ;. 1 ^ha i 
/■:ornto:ry process 5. rig be 3 one as eji.pe<1:It;i, o^sl;.? a.:., v.,-:.^ ;■ v; ■■■■ , 

-ding t-3k;«m to 1t.su -rovs the laboratory v-m 



^ ii 



A Typs B~6 developing outnt liar; be-^i T^eei v.jfi (h; ■ ■ ur o-i , 
■■ :; rsv;?ipt;, thit: unit has b^sa. iri slac^t r^Tihurx;;? a s-^u'fc 

v;,s Gpsrardan. will be submittsct to OoiT^il r-rH^ wt-A: ,-.u'f :. :■ " * 

The time r 6 qui. rod to dry s.oriial film iw& c-^eix rvvh- V;aM..:: i - 
rw?m£ hy ths arfuitlo?' of tv;o 1000 wat*: aur-.i-c , .r-.-r a 
Ue^ ^urteetea to tha ar^r, A rsoort *Ahh i,-. i- 7 r .~ 

.AIR INT^in-oiS'fiiS 

.During the period of tills .report, r-c uctio :■: ■ :,- fc jn 

■A^iri^ntv of >i/W or H«svy positions ^6 re o.o:;^c. .-Uo t^i- -7 

i of. reports inaic^te that the old practice or' -.^v n ^ 
5. a 1 £■] = e ^ c o n g i cS c 1 y . 
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Wonsan, Harahung, Hungnam and several other main rail and transportation 
centers still continue to be heavily defended as are all the major 
MSR*s south and west of Wonsan.^ Coordinated events were designed to 
suppress flak in certain selected areas for Cherokee strikes. These 
events were significant In that the coordination was between the Air 
Groups of the U.S.S. VALL3Y FORGE (CVA-/+5) and the U.S. 3. ORISKANY 
(CVA-34) , each flying flak suppression for the other. These events 
proved highly successful though carried on without the benefit of 
Joint briefings. 

Weekly Meetings . Periodic meetings between the Staff Intelligence 
Officers and the Ship*s Intelligence Offioers have clarified many of 
the small details of daily operations. It Is recommended that weekly 
meetings be held between all the Intelligence" Officers on the operating 
carriers, thus olarifying the Staff's desires as to Strike Flash 
Reports, damage assessments, target selections, coordineted strikes, 
flak, and any other currently important intelligence matters. 

D amage Assessment , The primary missions during the period of this 
report have been Cherokee strikes and close eir support. Demage 
assessment has been very difficult on Cherokee strikes due to the 
uature of the tergets end the feet thet there is no air controller. 
Air controllers on Close Air Support missions have heretofore been 
giving the damage assessment as a percentage effectiveness and a 
percentage coverage of the target area. Fifth Air Force is now trying 
to standardize their method of demege assessment so that we can get 
a more aocurate pioture of actual damage done. This will be a greet 
aid in making a more ecourete strike flash report and e great morale 
builder for the pilots. 

Daily Intelligence Summary . A daily intelligence summary is given 
by the Ship's Intelligence Officer ovar the IMC circuit to ell officers 
and men. It includes a summary of the deys operations, a short 
schedule for the next day, and any intelligence information that has 
been cleared for common usage. This hes been a great. help in keeping 
everyone interested in the overall picture. 

Hong , K ong. A twenty page general information Hong Kong booklet was 
prepared by this office on our impending visit to that port. It 
was found that the print shop can give excellent service on large 
quantity production and that enough booklets should be printed so thet 
ell hands have an individual copy. 




ORMATION 



15 



DECLASSIFIED • • . 

CVA45/ A9-4 
Ser 



SECURITY INFORMATION 

Recommendation . It is strongly recommended that the ship's 
Intelligence Officer board the current operating carrier each time 
the ship joins CTF-77 after its period of upkeep. This procedure 
will insure that the ship has the very latest intelligence infor- 
mation and will facilitate a smooth first day of operations. 



DAMAGE INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY 



DESTROYED DAMAGED 



OXCARTS 


15 


13 


SUPPLY DUMPS 





4 


AMMO DUMPS 


l 





RR CARS 


39 


124 


LOCOMOTIVES 


1 


4 


RR BYPASSES 


1 


1 


RR BRIDGES 


2 


10 


HIWAY BRIDGES 


4 


1 


TRUCKS 


86 


60 


HIWAY BYPASSES 





15 


WAREHOUSES 


2 


4 


GUN EMPLACEMENTS 


34 


16 


POWER INSTALLATIONS 


1 


1 


FACTORIES 


1 





BUNKERS 


33 


25 


BARRACKS AND BLDGS 


766 


179 


SUPPLY SHELTERS 


68 


58 


PERSONNEL SHELTERS 


42 





VEHICLE SHELTERS 


20 


8 


CAVES 


24 


3 


MINE AREAS 


1 





TROOPS KILLED 


40 





HIWAY CUTS 39 

RR GUTS 111 

YARDS OF TRENCHES DESTROYED 637 

TOTAL SORTIES 1 ,.830 



PHOTO INTERPRETATION 



Forty-nine photographic missions were flown during the operating 
period with target search as the primary mission. Camouflage is 
being used effectively by the enemy. Buildings are hidden in valleys, 
under trees or are revetted. Many are earth covered with shrubs 
planted on the roofs. Installations of this type are usually dispersed 
to preclude destruction of more than one buildings in a single strafing 
or bombing attack. 
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Increased use of small villages for storage has b-sen observed. 
AttaoKs on these villages have resulted In large secondary explosions 
and gasoline or oil fires. Villages of this type are frequently 
found near a main supply route and are further identified by heavy 
track activity and lack of clutter observed in a typical Korean 
village. 

An effort to acquaint pilots with the capabilities and limitations 
of photo Interpretation has been made. It is recommended that all 
pilots become familiar with the function of photographic interpreta- 
tion prior to their departure from the U.S.. In almost every case, 
assigned targets are discovered through photography, the pilots are 
briefed from photography and supplied photographs of the target for 
use during the actual attack. In several cases, pilots familiar with 
photo interpretation have easily identified installations unfamiliar 
to the photo Interpreter, thus increasing the value of the photography. 

Enlargements (19x24) of 8x10 target mosaic negatives are being 
used to brief pllota. These enlargements have proven to be of great 
assistance in the oase of small or oamaouf laged targets. This ship 
maintains a file containing the latest photographic ooverage of each 
area. The plotting system used is an acetate overlay on a 1:250,000 
chart with the UTM grid. Since this system is common in the Far 
Eastern Area; it is recommended that plot sheets be copied at a 1 to 
1 scale on a chart utilizing the UTM grid to facilitate plotting. 

During the operating period, photographic interpretation diapatch 
reports averaged 1,000 characters par dispatch. This includes numerals 
ana letters. In the encrypting process, each letter and number is 
spelled out to prevent garbles. This further increases the length 
of the dispatch. There are ten regular addressees to this dispatch 
in addition to the other carriers which are in the operating area. 
The first phase photographic interpretetion dispatch report is 
primarily for tactical information. However, during inspection of the 
photography, strategic information Is also obtained and reported in 
conjunction with tactical information. The reporting of strategic 
information is a function of second phase photographic interpretation. 
Current photographio interpretation publications require the dissemin- 
ation of second phase interpretation reports by mail. It is therefore 
believed that the communication load could be considerably reduced by 
the use of a mailgram whioh would contain all strategic information. 
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Increased use of small villages for storage has b-sen observed. 
AttaoKs on these villages have resulted In large secondary explosions 
and gasoline or oil fires. Villages of this type are frequently 
found near a main supply route and are further identified by heavy 
track activity and lack of clutter observed in a typical Korean 
village. 

An effort to acquaint pilots with the capabilities and limitations 
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tion prior to their departure from the U.S.. In almost every case, 
assigned targets are discovered through photography, the pilots are 
briefed from photography and supplied photographs of the target for 
use during the actual attack. In several cases, pilots familiar with 
photo interpretation have easily identified installations unfamiliar 
to the photo Interpreter, thus increasing the value of the photography. 

Enlargements (19x24) of 8x10 target mosaic negatives are being 
used to brief pllota. These enlargements have proven to be of great 
assistance in the oase of small or oamaouf laged targets. This ship 
maintains a file containing the latest photographic ooverage of each 
area. The plotting system used is an acetate overlay on a 1:250,000 
chart with the UTM grid. Since this system is common in the Far 
Eastern Area; it is recommended that plot sheets be copied at a 1 to 
1 scale on a chart utilizing the UTM grid to facilitate plotting. 

During the operating period, photographic interpretation diapatch 
reports averaged 1,000 characters par dispatch. This includes numerals 
ana letters. In the encrypting process, each letter and number is 
spelled out to prevent garbles. This further increases the length 
of the dispatch. There are ten regular addressees to this dispatch 
in addition to the other carriers which are in the operating area. 
The first phase photographic interpretetion dispatch report is 
primarily for tactical information. However, during inspection of the 
photography, strategic information Is also obtained and reported in 
conjunction with tactical information. The reporting of strategic 
information is a function of second phase photographic interpretation. 
Current photographio interpretation publications require the dissemin- 
ation of second phase interpretation reports by mail. It is therefore 
believed that the communication load could be considerably reduced by 
the use of a mailgram whioh would contain all strategic information. 
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Visual. Visual communications were highly satisfactory exoept during 

inolement weather when visibility was seriously restricted. A 

summery of messages handled by signal personnel follows: 

METHOD RECEIVED TRANSMITTED TOTAL 

Flashing light 683 207 890 

Nancy U9 81 230 
Flaghoist _± 58 
Total 



3^ lT^I 

AIR DEPARTMENT 



Air Department operations during this operating period have 
been routine. 

Present scheduling calls for four to twonty Jet aircraft to be 
launched for flak suppression fifteen to thirty minutes after the 
strike launoh is begun. With the Task Force conventionally turning 
out of the wind immediately after the strike is launched, the atten- 
dant heel of the ship oauses movement of Jet aircraft with wings 
folded to be extremely hazardous. Consequently, the deok spot is 
committed to "dead packing" the flak suppression Jets aft of the 
Props. When wind aoross the deok or the size of the Prop launch 
makes the deck run oritioal, catapulting of the first few Props is 
required. On only e few occasiona has thia bean necessary but the 
low-wind summer months will dictate this type of leunch more frequent- 
ly. To prevent "blowing down" both catepults one cat is used for Jets 
and one for the first Propellers, launching both types simultaneously. 
One aspect of this type of spot is that it reduces the use of the 
deok-edge elevetor in bringing 19000 pound Jets to the flight deok. 

Difficulty has been experienced in obteining "live" bungle for 
fabricetion of forged-eye pendant arrestors. One day's operation 
was cerried out utilizing used F9F inner tubes es a substitute for 
bungee. Three inner tubes with two nylon webbing grommets and nylon 
seizing holding the tubes together ware used, Eight to twelve suc- 
cessful arrestings of the pendant were obtained. 

Two F9F hook point failures were experienced resulting in strike 
damage to the aircraft. The ennealad hook points have not yet been 
received . 

For the first time this deployment, an H03S-1 equipped with metal 
rotar blades has been assigned. A full allowance of fabric blade spares 
is aboard but no metal blade spares are stocked. 
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The assignment to carriers of helicopters equipped with fabric rotor 
blades is considered desirable for two reasons: (1) it is the opinion 
of Valley Forge pilots that greater pilot fatigue is induced when 
flying a helicopter equipped with metal blades, and (2) the engaging 
and disengaging of the rotor is much more hazardous with metal blades, 

GUNNERY DEPARTMENT 



D e c k JSvolut ion s. Nina replenishments ware conducted. A brief 
summary of replenishment data follows: 

FUEL OIL AND AVIATION GASOLINE 



DATS 


SHIP 


QUANTITY 






2-11-53 


USS 


MISPILLION (AO-105) 


8281.65 


Bbls 


Oil 








4 5 ooo 


Gals 


Gasoline 


2-15-53 


uss 


GUADALUPE (AO-32) 


5647.16 


Bbls 


Oil 








107000 


Gals 


Gasoline 


2-19-5.3 


USS 


KA SKA SKI A (AO-27) 


4497.83 


Bbls 


Oil 








203660 


Gals 


Gasoline 


2-23-53 


USS 


MISPILLION (AO-105) 


660 5.28 


Bble 


Oil 








960 30 


Gals 


Gasoline 


2-27-53 


USS 


MISPILLION (AO-105) 


7123.60 


Bbls 


Oil 








159700 


Gals 


Gasoline 


3-3-53 


USS 


GUADALUPE (AO-32) 


5588.31 


Bbls 


Oil 








104000 


Gals 


Gasoline 


3-7-53 


USS 


GUADALUPE (AO-32) 


5608.83 


Bbls 


Oil 








186130 


Gals 


Gasoline 


3-11-53 


USS 


MANATEE (AO-5 3) 


4690.19 


Bbls 


Oil 








111000 


Gals 


Gasoline 


3-15-53 


USS 


KASKASKIA (AO-27) 


5294 


Bbls 


Oil 








11430 


Gals 


Gasoline 



AMMUNITION 



J>ATE 

2-11-53 
2-15-53 
2-19-53 
2-23-53 

2- 27-53 

3- 3-53 
3-7-53 
3-11-53 
3-15-53 



SHIP 

USS RAINIER (AE-5) 
USS RAINIER (AE-5) 
USS VIRGO (AKA-20) 
USS CHARA (AKA-58) 
USS RAINIER (AE-5) 
USS RAINIER (AE-5) 
USS VIRGO (AKA-20) 
USS CHARA (AKA-58) 
USS CHARA (AKA-58) 



QUANTITY 

80 Tons 
140 Tons 
298 Tons 
130 Tons 
I65 Tons 
154 Tons 
130 Tons 
203 Tons 
108 Tons 



TRANSFER RATE 

66.6 tons/hr. 
118.7 tons/hr. 

119.2 tons/hr. 
111.1 tons/hr. 

97.1 tons/hr. 

136.3 tons/hr. 

113.4 tons/hr. 
166 tona/hr. 
132 tons/hr. 
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PROVISIONS 



DATS 



SHIP 



QUANTITY 



TRANSFER RATS 



2-11-53 

2- 19-53 

3- 3-5 3 
3-15-53 



USS ALUDRA (AF-55) 

USS ALUDRA (AF-55) 

USS ALUDRA (AF-55) 

USS ALUDRA (AF-55) 



51.5 Tons 

kl Tons 

39 Tons 

113 Tons 



60 tons/hr. 
56 tons/hr. 
78 tons/hr. 
108 tons/hr. 



AVIATION SUPPLIES 



DATE 



SHIP 



QUANTITY 



TRANSFER RATE 



2-15-53 



USS CHOURRE (ARV-1) 



15 Tons 



33*3 tons/hr. 



On 17 ocoasions destroyers came alongside for hi^h-llne transfers 
of personnel, light freight and guard mail. 

Gunnery Exercises . AA firing at towed sleeves was conducted in area 
LOVE on 9 February while enroute Yokosuka to the Task Force. The 
period was of 2 hours duration. Firing was conducted on 3 replenish- 
ment days using condition 3 watch personnel. This procedure provides 
excellent treining for those who will be celled upon to fire the first 
rounds in event of a surprise attack. The interest and competitive 
spirit stimulated between the sections of the condition 3 watch are 
evident and gratifying. 

During this period on the "line" ell Line Heads of Departments 
have been qualified in replenishment ship epproaches. 



Aviation Supply . During this period, non-allowance list spares 
continued to be the primary cause of ACOG. The 17 non-allowance 
list Items requested on an ACOG basis will be reported in the quarterly 
usage report to AMO Oakland, 

Ten items of aviation spares were furnished to other carriers, seven 
for ACOG. 

Provisions Replenishment . During this period provisions were 
replenished three times with a total of 137.5 tons being supplied of 
the 196.5 tons requisitioned. 

The policy of the reefers to deliver a mixture of dry, frozen and 
chill items in the same sling precludes expeditious stowage on the 
receiving ship as considerable time is wasted in segregation into 
proper categories. Likewise, surveys of thawed items are considered 
excessive due to the reefers "breaking out" in early morning with 
ultimate delivery in late afternoon. 



SUPPLY DEPARTMENT 
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MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 

The general health of the air group and ship's company has been_good. 
There were ninety admissions to the sick bay during the period of this 
report which were claseified qs medical. . During the first few days 
of operations after the laet in-port period, there were a consider- 
able number of upper respiratory infections, influenza-like in char- 
acter, accompenied by gastroenteritis. Most of these ware handled 
as outpatients, only two being severe enough to require admission to 
the ward. No further incidence of these ceses has arisen. Other 
acute upper respiratory infections (common cold, etc.} however, continue 
to lead in the number admitted to the aick list, and comprise the 
greatest percentage of cases seen and treated as outpatients at sick 
call. 



The number of casualties due to shipboard accidents has been very low. 
Minor seven (7); major one (1). 

There were three patients received from other ships for treatment. 
Included in this number is e pilot of Fighter Squadron NIKTSTY-THR" 1 ?, 
rescued by a Canadian DDS, The other two cases were contusion right 
wrist; and eppendicitis, acute, nec, both received from destroyers . 

Medical department personnel shortage continues to be an acute problem. 
It has been an arduous task to perform the requirements of the 
department with only 60% of allowance on board. 

Venereal Disease 

The following is a tabulation of venereel disease incidence for the 
period 25 January 1953, to 10 March 1953. During this period the 
ship had its second in-port period in Yokosuka, from 25 January to 
8 February 1953. 



Syphilis - _ _ _____ o 

Chancroid ------_-_________ 15 

Urethritis, acute, due to gonococcus - - - _ 16 
Urethritis, acute, non-gonococcic, nec - - -124 
Prostatitis , acute , non-gonococcic , nec - - 7 

For comparative purposes, venereal incidence during the last reported 
period, from 1 January 1953, to 25 January 1953, was as follows: 

Syphilis -__ q 

Chanoroid --------___«_____ 2 

Urethritis, acute, due to gonococcus - - _ - 7 

Urethritis, acute, non-gonococcic, nec - - - kb 

Prostatitis, acute, non-gonococcic, nec - - 3 



S3CUHITY 
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It is noted that the incidence of urethritis, acute, non-gonococeic , 
nee, for the present operating period is roughly three times what it 
was in the previous action report embracing the dates 1 January to 
25 January 1953. There have been twice the number of admissions for 
urethritis, acute, due to gonococcus; and prostatitis, acute, non- 
eonococcic, nec, in comparison to the corresponding admissions of the 
last operating period. 

This does not reflect an increasing incidence of VD among all personnel 
aboard. It can be attributed to two factors; 

a. The in-port period in Yokosuks, preceeding the present cruise 
was twice as long as the first in-port period in Yokosuka, preceeding 
the previous cruise. 

b. There are nineteen cases of resistant urethritis, acute, non- 
gonococcic, nec, and prostatitis, acute, non-gonococcio , nec, included 
in the present action report stemming rrom from sexual oontacts made 
during the first Yokosuka in-port period in December 1952. 

Vhen these factors are considered, it becomes apparent that venereal 

incidence has not increased, but has remained at its former low level, 

which is considered a favorable commentary on the effectiveness of v: 
the VD educational program to-date. 

Air Group 

Twenty-eight (?~* pilots and three (3) aircrewmen were grounded. Two 
(2) pilots for chort periods, and two (2) for long periods. The 
eircrewmen were being grounded for an extended time. 



3NS D.P. POULSON, ^00956/1 32 5 , USNR, ditched an A^-A off the port 
quarter due to engine failure when attempting an emergency landing 
on 10 February 1953. He escaped with minor lacerations or head and 
neck, and was rescued by helicopter. 

LTJO- T.B. HAYWAPD, 498206/1310 , USN", sustained s severa laceration of 
his tonpi-e, contusion over his left eye, multiple contusions of his 
right shoulder and rib cage, when his F9F-5 crashed into the water 
immediately after being catapulted. He was soon rescued by helicopter 
on 2k FebFuary 1953. 



SECURITY INFORMATION 23 



ACClDiCNT SUMMARY 




DECLASSIFIED 



A9-4 

Ser 



SECURITY INFORMATION 

LTJG K.V. MC ARTHUR, 521674/1310, USN, escapadl uninjured following 
his ditching an AD-4 In Wonsan Harbor on 2k February 1953, following 
engine failure due to being hit by enemy gunfire. 

LTJG H.M. DAV3NF0RT , JR., 503U3/1310, USN, wos mission and presumed 
drowned as he was seen entering the watar in his AD-4 which had bean 
hit by enemy gunfire North West of Wonssn, Korea, on k March 1953. 

LTJG J.B. OVERTON, 496981/1315, USNR, sustained first and second 
degrea burns on hia face, hands and thighs, end ruptured quadriceps 
tendon on k Meroh 1953. His FVU caught fire due to enemy gunfire 
naar Wonsan. Ha parachuted and landed on tlia beach, however, his 
parachute only partially openad. He was rescued by helicopter from 
the USS LOS ANGSLES (CA-135) whila hia wingman, LT L.A. H3NKE, 
406945/1315, USNR, flew RSSCAP. 

3NS D.A. BRTLA, 408037/1325, USNR sustained a simple strain-fracture 
of the left ischium on 5 March 1953, when his F4U flipped over on its 
beck as he was pulling out of a dive. The ailerons froze and ha was 
unable to roll out to en upright position. Recovery was accomplished 
by then pulling through a half-loop or split "S". He was transferred 
to the U.S. Naval Hospital, Yokosutca , Japan. 

LTJG K.C. GEDNTSY, 532820/1310, USN, was missing in action on 9 March 
1953, ea his plane apparently failed to pull out of a dive in the 
presence of heavy enemy anti aircraft fire over Korea. 

In was noted that symptoms of chronic fatigue developed after the 
first twanty-one days on the line. Morale, motivation, were markedly 
lowered during the latter part of*tha cruise. Although pilot per- 
formance wes not measurably affected, it is believed that continued 
extension of tours over three weeks may result in a significant drop 
in performance not only of pilots, but also of flight and hangar 
deck personnel. This observation has also baen made by other carriers 
in their previous action reports. 
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19 March 1953 

PAST 711 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
The following recommendations are made in this report. 

15 pa a ;ag V r:S y 2 ?" tlnS8 °' ^ **io«. he held. P ag9 

when're^ing 1 C^^'nnrdeVtT^fri* *"V n 

16 paragraph 1. ° * 6T to obtaln ^rrent inteliigenoe. Page 

interprem^o?^ of photographic 

paragraph 2. departure for the Combat Zone. Page 17 

4. Plotting sheets be copied at a 1:1 scale. Page 17 paragraph 3 
^^IS^X^l^^ of reporting of^ ^ 
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Distribution List: 

CNO (advance) 

CINCPACFLT (advance) 

S™ P ^ LT Valuation Group 
COMNAVFE (advance) 

COMNAVFE Evaluation Jroup 

C0MSSV3NTHFLT (advance) 

CTF SEVENTY SEVEN (advance) 

COMAIRPAC ' 

COMSERVPAC 

COMFAIRALAMBDA 

COMFAIR JAPAN 

Naval war College 

COFAIRBETUPAC 

VC 3 
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CO USS KEARSARCrE (CVA-9) 1 

CO, USS ORISKANY (CVA-3A) 1 
CO, USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-A7) 1 
CO, USS LAK5 GHAMPLABI (CVA-39) 1 

CO, USS TARAWA (CVA-^O) 1 

CO USS PRINCETON (CVA-37) 1 

CO, USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31) 

CO, USS WASP (CVA-18) 1 

CO. USS YORKTOWN (CVA-10) 1 

CO, USS BOXER (CVA-21) 1 

NLO JOC Korea 1 

COMCARDIV ONE 1 

COMCARDIV THREE 1 

COMCARDIV FIVE 1 

COMCARDIV FIFTEEN 1 

COMCARDIV SEVENTEEN 1 

ATG-1 1 

4TG-2 1 

CVG-2 1 

CVG-5 5 

CVG-7 1 

CVG-9 1 

CVG-15 - 

CVG-19 1 

CVG-101 1 

CVO-102 1 

CVG-11 1 

COMFAI RHAWAII 1 

USS BATAAN (CVL-29) 1 

USS RENDOVA (CVS-1K) 1 

USS BAIROKO {CTE-115) 1 

USS BADOEHG STRAIT (CVE-116) 1 

USS SICILY (OVE-118) 1 
tfSS GILBERT ISLANDS (CVE-107) 1 

USS POINT CRUZ (CVE-119) 1 

USS TRIPOLI {CVE-6M 1 
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From: Commanding Officer, T7.S.S. VALLEY FORCE (CVA45) 
To: Chief of Naval Operations (Op-55) 
Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces FAR EAST 

(4) Commander-in-Chief U.S. Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for the period 20 April 1953 through 
17 Hay 1953 J report on 

Ref: (a) OPNAV Inst 3480.4 of July 1951 

Encl: (1) Carrier Air Group FIVE Action Report 

1. In compliance with reference (a), the Action Report for 
this command for the period 20 April 1953 / through 17 Kay 
1953 is submitted herewith. 



On 22 April 1953, the DSS VALLEY FORGE (CVA45) Commanded by 
Captain Robert E. DIXON. DSN, with RADII Apollo SOUCEK, USN, 
Commander Carrier Division THREE, and Carrier Air Group FIVE, 
embarked: joined Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in accordance with 
CTF 77 dispatch 160953Z of April 1953. Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN, when Joined by the DSS VALLEY FORGE (CVA45K was 
composed of the DSS ORISKANY (CVA34), DSS PRINCETON (CVA37) , 
DSS NEW JERSEY (BB62), DSS LOS ANGELES (CA135) and various 
ships of the Screening Force. 

The mission of this Force in general terms is to conduct 
air and surface operations off the coast of Korea in order 
to support D.N. forces in Korea, and to support the policy 
of the Dnited States In the Far East. 
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PART II 
CHRONOLOGY 

In order to reduce duplication, the chronology normally 
Included In enclosure (1) Is contained In the following: 

4-20-53: At 07001. departed Yokosuka, Japan for the for- 
ward area. Conducted general drills. 

4-21-53: Enroute to forward area. Rendezvoused with USS 
ERBEF (DD63I). Conducted refresher air operations and 
general drills. 

4-22-53: Joined Task Force 77 In area Sugar. No air 
operations wer e conducted as the Task Force replenished, 
RADH A. SOUCEK, CO MCA RD IV THREE, relieved RADM R. F. 
HICKEY, COMCARDIV FIVE as Commander Task Force SEVENTY- 
SEVEN . This ship replenished from the USS ALSTEDE (AF48), 
USS MANATEE (AOjB). and USS MOUNT BAKER (AE4). The USS 
ERBEN (DD631) was detached. The USS ORISKANY (CVA34) with 
COMCARDIV FIVE embarked, departed Task Force SEVENTY -SEVEN • 

4-23-53: Air operations commenced at 0230 with the launch- 
ing of the hecklers and DASP. Hecklers bombed a railroad 
tunnel at Songjln and strafed supply buildings at Iworu 
The main effort of the day was against a Cherokee target 
north of the I U.S. Corps. A total of 51 jet and propeller 
planes bombed and strafed personnel and supply shelters In 
this area, Skyralders hit coastal gun positions at Wonsan 
and teamed up with Corsairs to fly Close Air Support for 
the IX and X U.S. Corps. The USS LOS ANGELES (CA135) and 
USS NEW JERSEY (BB62) departed the Task Force. A total 
of 109 sorties were flown. 

4-24-53: Pre-dawn hecklers bombed and strafed a small 
marshalling yard and storage buildings at SlnpVo, trucks at 
Kowon, storage buildings, a locomotive and boxcars In |he 
vicinity of Tanch'on. panther jets bombed and strafed a 
supply area 5 miles south of Pukch»ong, a vehicle storage 
area 10 miles north of Hamhung and storage buildings 4 
miles south of Kowon and 14 miles west of Tanch f on, pro- 
peller planes bombed a storage area south of Pukch'ong and 
flew Cherokee and Close Air Support Missions for the IX 
and X U.S. Corps. A total of 118 sorties were flown. 
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4- 2?- 53: Early morn lag hecklers bombed and strafed storage 
buildings northeast of Haahung and rail facilities In the 
Kilchu area. Panther Jets bombed and strafed supply build- 
ings on Hodo-Pando, at Tongch'on, northwest of Song J in, a 
mine disposal area on Songjon-Pando, barracks buildings and 
supply shelters southeast of Wonsan and flew a Cherokee 
strike north of the I ROK area. Propeller planes flew 
Cherokee and Close Air Support strikes for the IX and X 
U.S. Corps, Naval Gunfire spot for the USS ST PAUL (CA73) 
and bombed and na palmed a coastal defense complex on Hodo- 
Pando. The USS MANCHESTER (CL83) Joined the Task Force. A 
total of 119 sorties were flown. 

4-26-53: Ho air operations were conducted as the Task 
Force replenished. This ship replenished from the USS 
RAINIER (AE?) and USS MANATEE (A0?8). AA firing was con- 
ducted after replenishment. 

4-27-?3t Air operations commenced at 0630. Panther Jets 
bombed and strafed a railroad bridge 20 miles northwest of 
Song J In, barracks 6 miles northwest of Wonsan and at Sang -ho 
on the coast south of Wonsan and Storage buildings at Tongch' on. 
Propeller planes bombed billeting areas southwest of Wonsan 
and 15 miles south of Tanch'on, caves and automatic gun 
positions south of Wonsan, a supply area south of K0J0 and 
flew Close Air Support for the IX U.S. Corps. LT H. W. 
ENGEL (VF92) ditched his Corsair outside of the destroyer 
screen, due to engine failure after take-off. He was 
rescued, uninjured, by the PRINCETON* s helleopter. A 
total or 89 sorties were flown. 

4-28-53! Low ceilings and poor visibility limited air 
operations to targets near the coast. Strikes were flown 
against gun positions and a military area at Hodo-Pando, 
and supply buildings and shelters In the coastal towns 
below Wonsan. A total of 70 sorties were flown, 

4-29-53: Although a full day's air operations were scheduled, 
lowering ceilings over north Korea limited sorties to ASP 
and Weather Recco. The USS MANCHESTER (CL83) departed the 
Task Force. A total of 4 sorties were flown. 

4-30-53: No air operations were conducted, as the Task 
Force replenished. This ship replenished from the USS 7IBG0 
(AKA20) and USS NOVASOTA (AOI06). The USS MANCHESTER (CL83) 
Joined the Task Force. 
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5-1-53 j Air operations commenced at 0315 with the launching 
of the hecklers and DASP. Pre -dawn hecklers hit storage tanks 
and factory buildings at Ch'ongjln and supply stacks at 
Tanch'on. Panther jets bombed and strafed storage buildings 
on Hodo-Pando, a billeting area south of Wonsan, the Hamhung 
vest air field, and flew flak suppression for the propeller 
planes* Corsairs flew Naval Gunfire spot for the USS NEW 
JERSEY (BB62) while Skyraiders flew Close Air Support for the 
X U.S. Corps* Both teamed up to hit coastal defenses on 
Kalma-Pando, Hodo-Pando and at Wonsan and on a Cherokee strike 
in support of the X U.S. Corps. The USS , BREMERTON (CAI30) 
joined the Task Force. A total of 108 sorties were flown. 

5-2-53* Pre-dawn hecklers bombed and strafed locomotives, 
railroad cars and trucks along their recco routes. Panther 
jets hit Chosen #1 power plant, a warehouse at Ch' lltong-nl, 
east of Yooghung, supply buildings south of Wonsan and flew 
flak suppression for the Cherokee strikes in support of the 
X U.S. Corps. Propeller planes bombed and strafed coastal 
""positions on Hodo-Pando, boxcars southwest of Kilehu, storage 
buildings at Tanch'on and the coastal area south of Wonsan 
and flew Cherokee strikes for the X U.S. Corps* The USS 
MANCHESTER (CL83) and USS BREMERTON (CA130) departed the Task 
Force. A total of 103 sorties were flown. 

5-3-53: Pre-dawn hecklers hit Chosen #1 power plant and rail 
facilities. Panther Jets bombed and strafed supply and storage 
areas at Hungnam and Hamhung, a power relay station at Hung nam 
and flew Cherokee and flak suppression missions. Propeller 
planes hit coastal gun positions on Hodo-Pando, a billeting 
area at Hamhung, an ammunition storage area southeast of 
Kilchu and flew Naval Gunfire spot for the USS NEW JERSEY 
(BB62) and Close Air Support and Cherokee strikes for the X 
U.S. Corps. A total of 107 sorties were flown., 

5-4-53. No air operations were conducted, as the Task Force 
replenished. This ship replenished from the USS VIRGO (AKA20) . 
USS MISPILLION (A0105), and USS PICTOR (AF27). 

5-5-53: Air operations commenced with the launching of a 
combined strike of propeller and jet planes aimed at coastal 
defense guns in the Wonsan area and on Hodo-Pando. Propeller 
planes also flew Naval Gunfire spot for the USS NEW JERSEY 
(BB62) and USS BREMERTON (CA130). Dusk hecklers flew ECM 
missions and hit targets of opportunity on their recco routes. 
A total of 121 sorties were flown. 
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5-6-53: Panther Jets on a Cherokee mission hit personnel and 
supply shelters north of the I ROK Corps area, made road euts 
on Green 3, the main supply route running west from Wonsan and 
strafed eoastal defenses on Hodo-Pando. Propeller planes 
flew Close Air Support for the IX U.S. Corps, Cherokee strikes 
north of the X U.S. Corps, bombed coastal defense positions 
on Hodo-Pando and made road euts on Green 3* Low ceilings 
caused cancellation of the dusk heckler missions. A total 
of 96 sorties were flown. 

5-7-53! Low ceilings over North Korea curtailed air oper- 
ations. Both propeller and Jet planes hit targets in the 
Hamhung area, bombing and strafing troop billeting and mili- 
tary supplies. A total of 46 sorties were flown. The US3 
NEW JERSEY (BB62) Joined the Task Force. Forty-seven 
students from the National War College were transferred by 
helicopters from the USS NEW JERSEY (BB62) to witness flight 
operations in the afternoon and were returned to the USS 
NEW JERSEY (BB62) upon completion of air operations. The 
USS NEW JERSEY (BB62) departed the Task Force. The USS 
BREMERTON (CA130) Joined the Task Force. 

5-8-53! No air operations were conducted, as the Task Force 
replenished at sea. This ship replenished from the USS 
MISPILLION (A0105) and the USS FIRED RAKE (AE14). The USS 
BREMERTON (CAI30) departed the Task Force. 

5-9-53* Air operations commenced at 0315. Pra-dawn hecklers 
bombed and strafed buildings and trains between Sinch* ang-ni 
and Hungnam. Panther Jets rocketed and strafed supply and 
billeting area at Hamhung north and bombed a large warehouse 
south of Hamhung and a large storage area south of Ionian. 
Skyraiders and Corsairs teamed up to hit a military area at 
P'ungsang-ni. north of Hamhung and supply buildings west of 
Hamhung. A total of 65 sorties were flown. 

5-10-53! Pre-dawn hecklers bombed and strafed ^storage build- 
ings and a railroad tunnel In the vicinity of Hungnam. Low 
ceilings and poor visibility limited the remainder of the days 
air operations to CAS , ASP, and Weather Recco. A total of 
23 sorties were flown. The USS BREMERTON (CAI30) Joined 
the Task Force. 

5-11-53: Non-operational weather caused cancellation of all 
missions except ASP and CAP. A total of 14 sorties were 
flown. 
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5*12-53: No air operations were Conducted, as the Task Force 
replenished at sea. This ship replenished from the USS 
RAINIER (AE5) and the USS CIMARRON (A022). Commander, Carrier 
Division THREE and staff were transferred, via helicopter 
and the OSS RAINIER (AE5) to the USS PRINCETON (CVA37 J • The 
USS BOXER (CVA21), with RADM W. D. JOHNSON , Commander, 
Carrier Division ONE. embarked, Joined the Task Force. The 
USS BREMERTON (CAI30) departed the Task Force. 

5-13-53! • Non-operational weather caused cancellation of 
earl/ morning missions. Air operations commenced at 0815. 
Panther Jets hit storage and supply buildings northwest of 
Tanch'on, south of Wonsan, at Hamhung, Sinch'ang-ni and at 
Sanso-ri, northwest of Mayang-do, railroad cars at Kowoa and 
flew flak suppression for the propeller planes and Cherokee 
strikes north of II ROK Corps area. Propeller planes flew 
ECM missions, Naval Gunfire spot for the USS BREMERTON (CA130), 
Close Air Support and Cherokee missions for the IX and X 
U.S. Corps and bombed a military village south of Wonsan. A 
total of 78 sorties were flown. 

5-14-53: Pre-dawn hecklers bombed and strafed boxcars at 
Hongwon and storage buildings in the vicinity of Hungnam. 
Panther Jets hit a warehouse at Chlgyoog, west of Hungnam, 
supply buildings west of Kowon, on Hodo-Pando and in the 
coastal towns south of Wonsan, flew flak suppression for 
the propeller planes and a Cherokee strike north of the X 
U.S. Corps area. Propeller planes bombed coastal defense 
positions on Hodo-Pando, flew Close Air Support for the 
II ROK and X U.S. Corps and Cherokee missions for the IX 
and X U.S. Corps. A total of 65 sorties were flown. At 
1011I» the USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA45) was detached from the 
Task Force and departed for Yokosuka, Japan in company with 
the USS IRWIN (DD794). At 13501, rendezvoused with toe 
USS RAINIER (AE5) in area Sugar to take on ammunition. 
Completed replenishing at 15031 and enroute to Yokosuka. 

5-15-53: Enroute Yokosuka, Japan. Launched one HRS and two 
H05S-1 for Pohang from the vicinity of Tsushima Straits. 
AA firing practice was held in area George. The USS IRWIN 
(DD794) was detached. 

5-16-53: Enroute Yokosuka, Japan. 

5-17-53: Arrived Yokosuka, Japan. 
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PART III 

ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT 

The following ordnance was expended during thia operating 
period. 

Ship 

5V38 Caliber 48 
40mm 1)630 

Bombs Aircraft 

2000# GP 92 

100O# GP 392 

1000# SAP 3 

500# GP 505- 

500# SAP 5 

250# GP 2,613 

100# GP 310 

220/260# Frag. 162 

100# Incendiary 541 

Rocket? 

3.5" Solid 47 

3.5" Smoke 44 

5" HVAR 254 

5" ATAR 270 

A/C Parachute Flares 291 

Napalm 101 

Gun Ammunition 

20mm 162*366 
50 Cal. 115,965 

The data on hang ordnance experienced during this period is 
included in enclosure (1), 

PART IV 
BATTLE DAMAGE 

The ship was not attacked during this period and sustained n 
battle damage. 
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Damage Inflicted on Communist forces by Air Group FIVE is in- 
cluded In enclosure (1) of this report. 

Damage inflicted on Air Group FIVE by Communist forces is in- 
cluded in enclosure (1) of this report. 



The morale and performance of the ship and air group person- 
nel has been excellent during this period. 

The results of a contlnous "on the job" training program was 
reflected In the excellent teamwork displayed by all personnel. 
An average of 1963 ship' s company enlisted personnel was 
embarked of which 608 were petty officers, 1355 non-rated men. 

During the operating period, ? men were received; 11 transferred, 
41 men were absent on temporary additional duty at the commence- 
ment of the period. 8 men returned and 9 others departed 
on TAD during the period. 

With an average of 608 petty officers and 13?? non-rated men, 
the overall on-board count proved adequate. A critical short- 
age still exists, however, In the ET ratings, as well as a 
shortage of FT ratings. A Ground Camera Repairman (PH-3992) 
is still urgently required. 

Morale was very good and showed no appreciable decline despite 
the short extension of the ship's tour In the WesPae Area. 
During the period, 6 men submitted requests for emergency 
leave. Only 1 request was disapproved as a result of not 
fulfilling the criteria established by COMNAVFE. Two men were 
granted annual leave to the Philippine Islands, 

There was a total of 112 ship's company officers on board 
during this period, 32 of whom are ensigns. Of" that total 
figure 10 Lieutenants (junior grade), 3 Lieutenants and 1 
Lieutenant Commander have orders for detachment. In view 
of these Impending detachments of experienced officers, re- 
sponsible positions have, of necessity, been assigned to senior 
ensigns; several of which are Division Officers. 

Twenty-two wardroom guests from the Air Force ajid Army were 
on board during this operating period. The duration of their 
stay varied between 3 and 9 days. 
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LT Harry W. ENGEL, 417764/1315, USNR, experienced power 
failure In his F4U-4 after being latin chad from the USS VALLEY 
FORGE (CVA45) on 27 April 1953. He accomplished a good water 
landing and was rescued uninjured by helicopter. 

PART VI 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT 

CIC 

Operations within CIC have been normal throughout this period 
on the line. A three section watch schedule has been main- 
tained with a total of forty-nine men. This has necessitated 
reducing the number of stations manned under conditions other 
than general quarters. The over-all efficiency' of the CIC 
team Is considered to be better with this schedule In effect 
than with a two-section watch because of a reduction in the 
fatigue factor. 

All officers attached to CIC are qualified air controllers 
with the exception of three recent CIC school graduates, who 
will be qualified prior to the end of this cruise. ' One RD3 
has been recently qualified as an air controller and has 
proved very competent In all phases of air controlling. 

A training program is in effect to qualify all CIC officer 
personnel as 00D underway, with an estimated completion date 
of 1 July 1953. 

All radars operated normally throughout the period with the 
exception of the SPS-6B which suffered a high power transformer 
failure. Maximum ranges on the air search radars varied 
throughout the period due to atmospheric conditions. The 
maximum range received on the SPS-6B without use of IFF was 
sixty miles with four jets at 15,000 feet. Surface targets 
were detected on both SX and SPS-6B radars at one-hundred 
miles on frequent occasions. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Considerable difficulty was experienced in obtaining replies 
to service messages. Frequently, even requested retransmissions 
of important operational messages of high precedence were 
dangerously slow. The greatest delays in obtaining repetitions 
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of messages were experienced when ships In eompany could not 
service such messages satisfactorily and it was thus necessary 
to obtain such retransmissions from the originator, Radio Guam, 
or Radio Yokosuka. 

Experience reveals that uneconomical and unnecessary losses 
of time occur in the decryption of messages in Category Baker 
systems. An outstanding example is provided in the case of 
Hydro messages addressed to all naval units in the Pacific 
Ocean Areas. Originators of general messages transmitted by 
Radio Washington follow the commendable practice of re encrypting 
such messages in Category Able systems for the convenience 
of holders of Class 3 crypto systems. Emulation *pf this 
practice by other originators of messages to multiple 
addressees, when practicable, is recommended. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC LABORATORY 

Nineteen (19) men are assigned to the photographic laboratory, 
of which seven (7) are petty officers and two (2) designated 
PHAN. The proficiency and efficiency of all personnel has 
shown a great deal of Improvement since an intensive training 
program was initiated. This program is on a competitive, 
rather than a required basis, the effeet of which is to instill 
greater interest on the part of the personnel. 

The following number and type of negatives and prints have 
been processed by the ship* s photographic laboratory during 
this period: 



Negatives Prints 

9 H xl8" 5,519 9 u *l& n 30,428 

9 8 x9" 415 9**9* 2,454 

7 n *7 n 200 7 w x7" 200 

8"xlO M 730 8"xl0" 4,225 



No unusual difficulties were encountered during this period 
of operation. 

a;r iktemgeto 

The Air Intelligence Office functioned with exceptional 
smoothness during this tour. With the standardization of 
operations and the constant use of time saving aids, this 
office found it possible to have the greater part of the 
intelligence data ready for the pilots by 1930 each night. 
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This enabled the pilots to study their targets thoroughly 
the night before. 

Flak - The following system was found to be most satisfactory 
for carrier type operations: All flak Is plotted on 1*50.000 
charts which are divided Into convenient size sections (3o"x30 
and mounted on heavy cardboard. The standard flak symbols 
are used denoting flak confirmed by photo Interpretation 
while special burst type symbols are used denoting flak taken 
from pilot reports* All recco routes and the bomb line are 
superimposed on the charts. This system not only enables 
the squadron air intelligence officers to brief directly 
from the charts by taking them to their ready rooms, but 
eliminates the necessity of having each squadron A.I.O. keep 
a seqarate plot for flak, bombllne and recco routes. At the 
end of each squadron briefing each air intelligence officer 
returns the charts to the A.I.O. Office. These charts have 
the very latest flak, recco, and bombllne information plotted 
at all times. 

PHD TO I NTBEPRETAT 10 N 

Forty-one photographic sorties were flown during this period 
on the line. An Image Motion Compensator, similar to the 
compensator developed by 7C6l Unit Hike, aboard the USS 
PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA47), was constructed and used by the VC6l 
Unit aboard this ship with excellent results. The Image 
Motion Compensator serves to reduce the relative motion of 
the camera over the earth's surface. This enables the 
photo pilot to fly at increased speeds and lower altitudes 
and continue to maintain a maximum circle of confusion of 
1/250". 

Photographic sorties previously flown at 15,000 feet with the 
K-38 36" lens camera and at a speed of a pproxlmately 180 
knots Indicated because of equipment limitations are now 
being flown using the Image Motion Compensator at approxi- 
mately 260 knots indicated without enlarging the circle of 
confusion and In most cases reducing it. The speed of 260 
knots Indicated was chosen for maximum jet range. Higher 
speeds can be used if desired. 

It should be pointed out that the Image Motion Compensator 
in use by VC6l Unit Baker was constructed aboard the VALLEY 
FORGE at sea as a combined ship-air group project. 
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AIR DEPARTMENT 

VALLEY FORGE was forced to replace an Oilgear Type DR 15035 
Mod 1 pump on the starboard catapult during this period. This 
experience leads to the conclusion that ship's force can re- 
place any such pump in an overnight period. In this case, 
easiest access from the hangar deck to the pump room was 
through a trunk in the No. 1 elevator pit. Using hoisting 
tackle rigged to the underside of the elevator, the pump was 
lowered, using the elevator itself for most of the drop and 
the hoisting tackle for the critical last few inches. The 
catapult crew has constructed a timber skid, level with the 
pump base, onto which the old pump was slid and then easily 
moved by means of chain falls and Yale pul-lift ichain jacks. 
The new pump was slid into position using the reverse of this 
process. Corner braces and dowel pins had to be removed due 
Z slight differences in pump cases. Proper alignment was 

w£ ™£ y U ?^S a 9tr ?^ ht ed e e across the flats ground on 
ftoth parts of the couplings. Instructions on valves to be 
?i°; , ? d i arid „ oth . er de tails "ere found in the Pump Manual 
(Bulletin #91?21A). The installation proved very satisfactory. 

A second pump of the same type failed during the, period, and 
lacking a second spare, the ship effected emergency repairs 
and successfully reactivated the pump at sea. Installed 
in January 1952, the pump log showed 3420 catapult shots 
or an estimated 220 hours running time. It was rendered 
inoperative by bearing failure. The pump was completely 
disassembled, checked, and new bearings installed. Difficulties 
■ere encountered due to lack of satisfactory equipment for 
removing and installing bearings and for handling the heavy 
parts in the restricted area of the pump room. The pump 
is again operating satisfactorily. 

i2 a ,^t Bl ^!? ncy, , a F? mp ca ? be "Paired at sea if the failure 
; K suc i ha available replacement parts and toqls can do the 
job ; * hla 13 at best a difficult undertaking. It is 
gratifying to know that catapult crews possess sufficient 
talent and skill to accomplish this bearing replacement. How- 

™1 S a ? ar ! U ?? 3 task while the ship is rolling and 
still conducting full scale Task Force operations. 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 

A total of eighteen (18) patients were admitted to the sick- 
list on the medical service. Significant in these are two 
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additional cases of hypersensitivity to sulfadiazine. In one 
case the manifestations were in the nature of a generalized 
urticaria and was thought to be due to a true hypersensitivity 
to the sulfonamide, while the other patient complained of 
renal colic and sulfadiazine crystals were demonstrated in 
the urine. This was probably due to insolubility in the 
urine despite adequate alkalinization and fluid intake. In 
view of the considerable number of cases receiving sulfonamides 
in the treatment of venereal disease, these incidences bf 
hypersensitivity to the preparation assume added importance. 
The use of one of the triple sulfonamide compounds or Gantrisin 
is highly recommended. 

The following is a tabulation of the medical admissions during 
the period covered by this report: 

EENT 8 



SKIN 



4 



Miscellaneous 5 

The following is a tabulation of the work accomplished in the 
sick bay laboratory during the month of April 1953: 

Bateriology 681 
Serology 

Urinalysis 55 

Hematology 44 

Special examinations 13 

Venereal Dlaaaup - The following is a tabulation of venereal 
disease incidence for the period 9 April 1953, through 10 
May 1953* 

Syphilis 
Chancroid 9 
Urethritis, acute, due to gonococcus 13 
Urethritis, acute, non-gonococcic, nec 67 
Prostatitis, acute, non-gonococcic, nec 4 
Total, all venereal diseases 93 

For comparative purposes, venereal incidence during the three 
periods previously reported on was: 

1st 2nd 3rd 
Period Period Period 

Syphilis a on 

Chancroid 2 15 3 
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1st 2nd 3rd 
Period Period Period 

Urethritis, acute, due to go no coccus 7 16 11 

Urethritis, acute, non-gonococclc, nee 46 124 53 

Prostatitis, acute, non-gonococclc, nec 3 7 o 

Total, all venereal diseases 58 162 75 

Venereal disease Incidence aboard the VALLEY FORGE as com- 
pared with venereal disease incidence given for ships of the 
Pacific Fleet (Statistics of Navy Medicine, April 1953, Vol. 
9, No. 4) is as follows: 



Urethritis, acute, non-gonococclc, nec 
All other VD (Syphilis, GC, Chancroid) 
Total incidence of YD 



Ships of 

Pacific 

Fleet 

8.9* 
13.6* 



USS 
VALLEY 
FORGE 

4.1* 

1.7* 
5.8* 



It is felt that low incidence of syphilis, gonorrhea and 
chancroid is due to: 



Good participation by ship's personnel in the penicillin 
tablet prophylaxis program following sexual exposure. 

The practice by exposed persons of thoroughly washing the 
genitalia following Intercourse. 

Abstention. 

Difficulty in further reducing the incidents of urethritiesj 
acute, non-gonococclc appears to be the failure to use a 
condon despite repeated instructions and lectures. 

Air Group - The general health of the air group has been good. 
Five (5) pilots and one crewman were grounded for periods of 
two to three days due to upper respiratory infections. One 
pilot was grounded this entire cruise due to a fractured hand. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

TRAINING 



During this period, the ship's education program maintained 
the pace it has kept throughout the tour. The training room 
was used extensively for divisional classes, guidance lectures, 
religious gatherings (evenings), and group study. The I & E 
program flourished at all hours; 124 sections of the GED High 
School Test, USAFI End of Course tests were administered. 20 
new men enrolled in Enlisted Correspondence Courses. 

f $ 

14 ' 
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Jb^-sss.sy^ss sew at 0700 ™* ™- 

Latter Day Saints ServJce ™2 L?rt 2&! a " a * tau 8 ht > and * 
Sunday Services were hell 3 oSl^fSJ °? Th ^ s ^ 

and 1430 regular Divine *J$Z* 22 5 r CoBm "ii°n and at 0900 
School was held at 100? fS i!!! v ? Te ™rtncte<l. Sunday 
. at 2030. 

Masses were offered at (Sin no™ n Saturday at 1 900- Sunday 
following the 0900 Bfass. 3 °» ° 9 °°' &nd 1430 wlth benediction 

o^VK^^o^ * delivering prayer 

also conducted Character GuiLnL ta P s , each evening. They 
on the lecture, SrIage iNHfSTT^T^I?' c ??°°atratini 
been given to percent of thl 5 ? E 2 , whJ - eh a* 3 oo5 
until all of tie' SSTfi. ^ t^clure* 1 

RECREATTdWATj ACpTVTTTg.Q 

sss.'ss assess cL, t s e ro ,a ^ra% , T? nt offi ^'» 

on the Hess Decks. The ni*ht ? nd , at itwo locations 

movies were showmen toe l!Sa5 5;2/ eplettl8lM8llt » *"° 

2SlJ. lte 5tS So r o e ;;^X e 3 ° P8n fr ° a 0615 * 2100 
adequately distributed? fflagazlne3 »"e available and 

SST&SAS'Si:™ 0ffered -le and there was a 

ffilf^Sfi«S l oS'tS SE*S n ? lnta ^ continuous 
One channel of this fa Ui y^! S ft £ rom J 61 ? «ntil 2100. 
received broadcasts and ?hl y «?£ ed e3Cc l«sively for radio- 
locally produce? progSLs* 9 Was US9d t& ^oadcas? 

PUBLIC TW FQRMATTnW 

Material released: 
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19 hometown photographs (to FHTNC ) • 

Additional events of public Information Importance: 

Alfred P. Rochester. Chairman of the City Council of 
Seattle, embarked for transportation from Yokosuka, Japan, 
to the operating area from 20 April to 22 April 1953. 
While aboard, he interviewed men from Seattle and surrounding 
area for material for his guest column in the "Seattle 
Times." 

Howard L. Beaufait, correspondent for the "Cleveland 
News" was on board from 9 May to 11 May 1953. While aboard, 
he interviewed men from the Cleveland area for home-town 
news stories. 

DISCIPLINE 

During this period 32 personnel were taken to Captain's Mast, 
of this total 2 were assigned Summary Courts-Martial and 12 
Special Courts-Martial. 



Deck Evolutions - Seven (7) replenishments were conducted 
during this period. A brief summary of replenishment data 
followst 



GUNNERY DEPARTMENT 



Fuel Oil and Aviation Gasoline 



Date 



Ship Quantity 



4-22-53 



USS MANATEE (A058) 4,518 Bbls 

51,260 Gals 

USS MANATEE (A05S) 8,038 Bbls 

206,070 Gals 

USS NOVASOTA (A0106) 6,036 Bbls 

98,200 Gals 

USS MIS PILL ION (A0105) 7,949 Bbls 



Oil 

Gasoline 
Oil 

Gasoline 
Oil 

Gasoline 
Oil 

Gasoline 
Oil 

Gasoline 

oil 

Gasoline 



4-26-53 



4-30-53 



5-4-53 
5-8-53 



USS MISPILLION (A0105) 7,135 Bbl 




5-12-53 



USS CIMARRON (A022) 5,695 Bbl§ 

63,330 Gel a 
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Date 

4-22-53 
4-26-53 

4- 30-53 

5- 4-53 
5-8-53 
5-12-53 
5-14-53 



Ship 



Ammunlt Ion 

Quantity Transfer Rate 



USS MOUNT BAKER (AE4) 47 tons 

USS RAINIER (AE5 ) 282 tons 

USS VIRGO (AKA20) 136 tons 

USS VIRGO (AKA20) 229 tons 

USS FIREDRAKE (AE14) 223 tons 

USS RAINIER (AE5) 62 tons 

USS RAINIER (AE5) 80 tons 



128.18 tons 
143.39 tons 
85.89 

85.3^ 
121.64 

37.58 tons 
126.32 tons 



tons 
tons 
tons 



Shlo. 



Provisions 

Quantity 



Transfer Rate 



4- 22-53 

5- 4-53 



USS ALSTEDE (A? 48) 
USS PICTOR (AF27) 



67.5 tons 5.79 tons 
76.25 tons 35.23 tons 



A total of eighty-four (84) personnel were transferred be- 
tween the VALLEY FORGE and various replenishment ships and 
destroyers while alongside by means of the highline and 
burtoning whips rigged with Bos»ns chair and with Salmon 
board. 

On sixteen (16) occasions, destroyers came alongside for 
highline transfers of personnel, light freight, and guard 
mail. 

PART VII 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following recommendations are contained in this report; 

The use of Category Able system for messages to multiple 
addressees, paragraph 2, page 10. 

The use of the triple sulfonamide or compounds of gantrisin 
in the treatment of venereal disease, paragraph 1, page 13. 



R. E. DIXON 
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U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE CVA-45 J^pearl harbor 
AND AIR GROUP FIVE A / 

ACTION REPORT 

25 MAY 1953 TO 9 JUNE 1953 1 
I AND 1 

SUMMARY REPORT 

31 DEC. 1952 TO 9 JUNE 1953 
• i 

YOKOSUKA 



IT.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA4?) CVA4J/A16-13 
Care of Fleet Post Office Ser 0177 
San Francisco, California 14 Jun 1953 
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NAVHtSTDMNST 5500.1 
^ By OfM)9B92Q 

From: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CVA4?) 
To; Chief of Naval Operations (Op-55) 
Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY- SEVEN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces FAR EAST 

(4) Commander-in-Chief U.S. Pacific Fleet 

SubJ: Action Report for the period 25 Hay 1953 through 9 
June 1953 and Summary Report for period 31 December 
1952 through 9 June 1953; submission of 

Ref: (a) OPNAV Inst 3480.4 of July 1951 

Encl: (1) Carrier Air Group FIVE Action Report 

1. In compliance with reference (a), the Action Report for 
this command for the period 25 May 1953 through 9 June 1953 
is submitted herewith. In addition, comments relative to 
the experiences of this command during the entire cruise are 
included in Part VI of this report and in enclosure (1). 
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COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION 

On 27 May 1953, the USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA45) Commanded by 
Captain Robert E. DIXON, DSN, with Carrier Air Group FIVE, 
embarked: joined Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in accordance with 
CTF 77 dispatch 220240Z of May 1953. *pon Jotalag t. Force 
SEVENTY -SEVEN was composed of the USS BOXER (CVA21), USS 
PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA47), and various ships of the Screening 
Force. 

The mission of this Force in general terms was to conduct air 
and surface operations off *he coast of Korea ^°^rto sup- 
port U.N. forces in Korea, and to support the policy of the 
United States in the Far East. 
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commenced at 1315. Panther ?.JrS K ^ CA0 ? 4) * Alr operations 

Sineh'ang-ni and Kok55, SSuth of Sn J " ge J" 1 " 1 ^ at 
bombed supply buildings at km! \l* S^ ?,' Panth er Jets 
Cherokee Strikes nor?h o? the 3 ?l S^ P ^S h ;°S g and fl « 
Corsairs flew Naval Gunfi™ qJJ ? a ? d Z *' a * Cor Ps area. 

was hit by enemy f ire r« haii-2^ G P N 8 (VF54) Skyraider 
was picked up by helicoD?er ^?ni^^° Ver !°i! saa ^ rbor 
Island. A t 5t.J of\l2 P L e ^i« 1 ;i^ ed { ,T tlWeSt ° f TOd ° 

replenished ^Sis^M^r 3 / 6 ^ 0011 ^ *^ as *1» Task Force 

the Task Force. The DBS ^HESTER (cVffi*****??! Jolned ' 
Force, radm r v vrrtv "J; 1BH (CL83) departed the Task 

W. " TOTO^t&,^,^' g , » B g" THREE r 9 ll.„I BADtf 
SEVENTY-SEVEN' "J"uihuiv ONE as Commander Task Force 

dieted ttSw'jrSJSS SEf!!* SV 915 ' f * atb *T Jets 
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I, IX, and X U.S. and II ROK Corps. A total of 75 sorties 
Here flown. During the afternoon, RADII W. D. JOHNSON, USN, 
COMCARDIV ONE and his staff were transferred from the USS 
BOXER (CVA21) to the USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA4?) via helicopters 
and destroyers. 

6-6-53: VADM J. CLARK, USN, COM7THFLT presented awards to 
officers and enlisted personnel of the VALLEY FORGE and Air 
Group FIVE for their outstanding performance during the past 
cruise. During the afternoon, aircraft were transferred to 
the USS BOXER (CVA21), King 6, and NAS, Atsugi, Japan. The 
USS VALLEY .FORGE (CVA4?) and 033 OBANNON (DDE450) were de^ 
tached from the Task Force, 

6-7-53: Enroute Yokosuka, Japan. 

6-8-53i Enroute Yokosuka, Japan. Typhoon "Judy" necessitated 

a change in voyage routing and introduced necessary delays 

enroute. The USS OBANNON (DDE45) was detached. 

6-9-53s The remainder of the aircraft to be delivered to 
NAS, Atsugi were launched. Arrived Yokosuka, Japan. 

6-10-53: RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, COMCARDIV ONE and his staff 
were transferred from the USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA45) to the 
USS LAKE CHAMPLAIN (CVA39) • 



The following ordnance was expended during this period: 
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ORDNANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT 



Shi 



5»/38 Caliber 








Bombs 



Aircraft 



2000# GP 



1000# GP 
100O# SAP 
50O# GP 
500# SAP 



78 
112 

9 

252 
10 
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250# GP 962 
100# GP 268 
220/26O# Frag 448 

Rockets 

3.5" Solid 26 

5" ATAR 26? 

A/C Parachute Flares 174 

Napalm 16 

Gun Ammunition 

20mm 82,495 
50 Caliber 33,735 

The data on hung ordnance experienced during this period is 
Included in enclosure (1). (Also, see page 29, on Rocket 
Barrier). 

PART IT 

BATTLE DAMAGE , 

The ship was not attacked during this period and sustained no 
battle damage. 

Damage inflicted on Communist forces by Air Group FIVE is in- 
cluded in enclosure (1) of this report. 

Damage inflicted on Air Group FIVE by Communist forces is in- 
cluded in enclosure (1) of this report. 

PART V 

PERFORMANCE OF PERSONNEL AND CASUALTIES 

Personnel performance during this last tour of operations in 
the forward area was excellent. 

The shortage of petty officers in some ratings was alleviated 
with the advancement in ratings on 16 May 1953* A shortage 
still exists however, in the ET and FT ratings. The ship is 
still somewhat under-complemented in the stewardsman ratings 
which causes some difficulties In the wardroom. 
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Morale continued to be excellent, spurred by the large number 
of advancements In ratings In Hay and proximity of the tour's 
end. 

Ensign Theodore Y. KORSGREN, JR., 554621/1325, USNR, bailed 
out of his AD4KA over Wonsan Harbor as a result of his plane 
being hit by enemy anti-aircraft fire. He was rescued un- 
injured by helicopter from L3T II38. Ah afternoon flight 
picked Ensign KORSGREN up at Yodo Island and he vas back 
aboard the VALLEY FORGE the same day. 

On 6 June 1953, the last day of operations, 4 rounds of 
20mm ammunition were accidentally fired from the number 4 
gun of F9F BuNo 126058 damaging F97 BuNo I26132 and injuring 
ODIAN, Robert (n), 460 71 91, ADAN, VF53. He sustained 
serious missile wounds involving the left ankle, left leg, 
right leg, left groin, left arm and left hand, plus various 
small lacerations of the chest wall and face. His wounds 
and fractures were repaired in surgery, and his condition, 
while serious, is satisfactory. The cause jfet the firing 
is undetermined and is the subject a Board of Investigation 
convened by this command. A full report of the incident 
will be forwarded when completed by the board, 

PART VI 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

OPERATIONS 

Air Intelligence 

The fifth and final period of operations on the line presented 
no unusual problems or developments in intelligence. The 
smoothness and efficiency with which the A.I. office had been 
functioning continued at its high level. 

An improvement to the intelligence program was introduced by 
mMCA_BniSUlN£--Intelligence Office. This was the issuance of 
l75o70GO scale photos of the Cherokee target area. These 
photos instead of the previously used target charts are highly 
recommended especially for carriers for the first time on the 
line. It enables the new pilot to better familiarize himself 
with the terrain and insure a quicker and more P° 3 "*I e 
identification of the target. Although Air Group FIVE pilots 
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were experienced, use of the area photos was well received 
and proved to be a help in quicker orientation. 

Communications v 

Communications in general were improved during this period. 
The primary reason being the reduced traffic load which re- 
sulted from not having a flag embarked. 

It was noted that the net control station on CW circuits often 
used the operating signal ZBH2 (place a competant operator 
on watch) when an operator could not copy a speed key. 
Frequently it appeared that traffic conditions did not warrant 
use of a speed key. It is considered that with the lack of 
qualified speed key operators usually on board, traffic would 
usually be delivered as expeditously if the transmitting 
station used a standard key at the speed of the slowest operator 
on the circuit. 

CW circuit discipline could be improved for the most part. 
There were numerous instances of improper usage of break-in 
procedure on the JOC Korea CW circuit, which thereby resulted 
in delays and confusion. 

During this period on the line a total of 5,301 messages were 
handled by Radio Central with 306 sent and 4,995 received. 

Photographic Laboratory 

Eighteen photographic sorties were flown during this operating 
period and the following work performed: 

Negatives Prints 

9x18" 1,620 9*l8" . 6,700 



Refueling 

During the period, the VALLEY FORGE went alongside 3 ships for 
refueling. Dates, ships, and pertinent data are shown in the 
summary part of this report. 



9x9" 
7x7" 
8x10" 



230 

25 
10 



9x9" 
7x7" 
8x10" 



473 
25 
1,821 
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Re-Arming 

In the same period, the VALLEY FORGE went alongside 2 ships 
for ammunition. Dates, ships, and pertinent data are shown 
in the summary part of this report. 

Supplies 

During the same period, the VALLEY FORGE went alongside 1 ship 
for provisions. Date, ship, and pertinent data are shown in 
the summary part of this report. 



Miscellaneous 

Hlghline transfers of personnel and light freight were made 
on 3 occasions. 

EXECUTIVE 

Recreation 

The crew's library has been open dally from 0615 to 2100, 
and the crew's lounge has been open dally after working hours. 
A weekly newspaper "Take-off has been published and distributed 
each Sunday with the morning press and from 2? May to 2 June 
1953 copies of "Stars and Stripes" obtained by COD flight, 
have been distributed on board. 



Religious Activities 

Protestant Divine Services were conducted twice on Sundays 
and Devotions were conducted twice on week days. Sunday 
school was held every Sunday and a week-day Bible Class met 
on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday while the ship was at sea. 
The Protestant Fellowship met each Sunday evening followed 
by an Evangelistic Service. Latter Day Saints Services were 
held each Sunday and a Latter Day Saints Training Class was 
held on Thursday of each week. The series of lectures on 
"Marriage and Family Life" were completed and a new series 
on "Moral Responsibilities" were started. 

Catholic Mass and Rosary were held daily in the Training 
Room. Confessions were heard on Saturday evening in the 
Chaplain's Office. Masses were offered on Sundays at 0630, 
0900, and 1430 with Benediction following the second Mass. 
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The second annual Pontifical Mass of Thanksgiving and Communion 
Breakfast were held at the Naval Base, Yokosuka, Japan, on 21 
May 1953. 

The dally prayer at taps was offered by both Chaplains on 
alternate nights. Dally visits were made to the Sick Bay 
and occasional visits to the Brig. 

T r ain i ng 

Shipboard training went along with regularity on the last lap 
of the cruise. Most of the training continued to be on-the- 
job training. The training room was utilized extensively for 
lectures, training films, group study classes, and In the 
evenings, religious services. The Algebra class completed 
its course of study at the end of the period. The testing 
center remained active In giving GED examinations and USAFI 
end-of-course tests. 

Public , Information 

With the ship's arrival in the U.S. imminent, concentration 
of effort has been on material to be presented to the press 
relative to the ship's homecoming. This material included 
recapitulations of highlights of the news features occurring 
during the deployment period and biographies and rosters of 
the ship's officers and crew. In addition, the following 
material was prepared for release during the period 27 April 
to 6 June 1953s 

10 Navy news dispatches, by radio. 

2 news photographs releases. 

2 news feature stories and layouts. 
1? hometown feature stories (to FHTNC). 
1534 hometown stories by roster (to FHTNC). 
12 hometown photographs (to FHTNC) . 

1 magazine article submitted. 



MEDICAL 



A total of eighteen patients were admitted to the sick list 



were two cases of hepatitis, 
e. Following Is a tabulation 
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SKIN n 

MISCELLANEOUS JT 

Total Te 

Venereal Disease 

Syphilis n 
Chancroid " 
Urethritis, acute, due to gonococcus n 
Urethritis, acute, non-gonococcls, nec 42 
Prostatitis, acute, non-gonococclc, nec Q 

Total J>8~ 

Air Group 

I??n?2 r «;. anfl he ! 1 i h , of the alr gr01J P been good. Two 
pilots were grounded for a period of two days, and two olio t a 
for longer periods due to appendicitis and bursitis. 

CRUISE SUMMARY 
31 December 1952 through 9 June 1953 

OPERATIONS 

l h * !u 3i £ Qm ? n i of a two day enroute period between Yokosufca 
and the Task Force should be recognized as a marginal 
operation. With a 25 knot SOA authorized the trip Is 
feasible, but a very small margin remains In order to accomplish 
other required or desirable operations. The uncertain currents 
encountered enroute quite often require 2? knots through the 
water to make 25 knots good over the ground. Before Joining 
the Task Force, it Is highly desirable to refresh the air 
group and air department personnel and to fly all aircraft 
at least once In order to correct all mechanical deficiencies 
incurred during the in port period. It Is mandatory to 
conduct an ECM exercise at least once during a tour with the 
Task Force (COMNAVFE requirement) and desirable to conduct a 
Joint exercise with the JADF. Further, a gunnery firing 
exercise should be conducted enroute if possible. Refueling 
of the escort destroyer Is sometimes directed. The two day 
enroute period with the other requirements obviously permits 
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flight operations only when weather and wind conditions are 
ideal, and these must of a necessity be held to a minimum. 
It is recommended that a three day enroute period with an 
appropriate SOA be authorized whenever possible. 

Air Intelligence 

During the past six months of combat operations, the 
organization and scope of the intelligence office Improved 
with the experience gained during its previous tours on the 
line. Flak studies still continue to be one of the most 
important functions of the intelligence office. A concentrated 
effort was made to insure that 'the latest flak positions 
were positively presented to the pilots. Flak summaries 
and indices followed one another frequently and changes to 
the flak charts were made daily. The effectiveness of the 
flak analysis program on the ship is at least partly reflected 
in the low number of casualties and aircraft lost during 
the cruise by Air Group FIVE. 

The organization of the ship-air group intelligence team 
remained unchanged throughout the entire cruise. At the 
commencement of the cruise all but one of the officers and 
half of the enlisted men assigned to the team were inexperienced 
in the combat phase of air intelligence. 

The Air Group AIO was assigned to work as an assistant Air 
Intelligence Officer in the ship's office. In addition to. 
augmenting the complement of the office, he was able to gain 
experience in other phases of intelligence. This arrangement 
has proved highly satisfactory for the past two cruises by 
the VALLEY FORGE. It is recommended that the Air Group 
AIO be given temporary additional duty to the ship for 
carriers deploying to the Far East. 

The enlisted complement of 4 men in the Intelligence Office, 
was reduced by the loss of one during the cruise, and this 
proved to be somewhat of a handicap. It is recommended that 
4 enlisted personnel be the minimum assigned to the ship's 
office if a 24-hour watch is to be maintained. All non-rated 
men were rated during the cruise and were assigned the Air 
intelligence Specialist Job Code Number 9936. When P'fjtlcable, 
all enlisted personnel should be a graduate of 
AirPac intelligence School. It is recommended that an Air 
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Intelligence Specialist rating be originated, since the time 
available while working on the line makes study and training 
for advancement in other rates very difficult. Further, no 
time Is readily available for any practical application of 
knowledge gained in the rate earned. Separate correspondence 
is being originated on this subject. 

The stowage spaces in the Intelligence Office 1 fail to allow 
adequate room for properly caring for security information, 
confidential and above. In order to make available space In 
the safe and other stowage spaces, periodic burning of material 
was held. All pertinent and operational information re- 
moved from periodicals, etc., put in special folders and re- 
tained. Only a limited number of operational charts could be 
kept in the office* All other charts were stowed in a fan 
room or other convenient space available. The photo interpreters 
continued to work in the Intelligence Offiee. Although 
this presented a hardship, the benefits gained by the ship 
and squadron AIOs working in the same space more than offset 
the disadvantages of close quarters. 

SISL "~ 

The general installation design of the Combat Information 
Center on the CVA class ship is functional and adequate for 
the type of operations conducted in the Task -Force at present. 
Since major emphasis Is placed on the air phase of CIC, the 
CIC watch officer has ready access to all Information necessary 
for fulfilling his mission. However, in a general situation 
wherein the surfaee phase must be given more consideration 
(I.e. HUE Operations), the present design presents a problem. 
The air and surface pictures are so widely separated that the 
CIC watch officer has considerable difficulty In adequately 
supervising both operations. This requires the designation 
of a surface watch officer in addition to the CIC watch officer 
thereby increasing the officer requirements for CIC. 

This problem can be resolved by re-deslgning the CIC with both 
the air and surface pictures grouped around the CIC watch 
officers station In a semi-circular fashion, thereby enabling 
him to supervise and coordinate the two operations. 

The ECM equipment location is unsatisfactory from the stand- 
point of adequate supervision with a minimum of personnel 
assigned to CIC, a situation which prevailed throughout the 
cruise. The relocation of this equipment within the CIC, or 
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adjacent thereto will serve as a palliative in this respttfet. 
Present ship alteration plans include this change. 

The number of CIC school trained officers available was 
adequate for filling all CIC billets. However, the enlisted 
personnel problem was critical throughout the, cruise. The 
greatest number of men available to the 0-1 Division at any 
one time was fifty-four. This included eight men in Class 
"A" School on a returnable quota and those assigned from the 
division to mess cooking, HAA force, etc. This situation, 
aggravated by the supplemental functions of a flagship, 
necessitated a two-section watch schedule during the first 
two tours on the line. The fatigue factor, which rapidly in- 
creased under this schedule required Internal adjustments, . 
accepting otherwise undersirable compounding of duties, to 
permit a three-section watch schedule. 

Subsequent to the return of the Class "A" School graduates, 
a directive was received to transfer to COMAIRPAC four RD3s 
because of an over-complement in that rate. At that time, 
there existed an under -complement of 12 RDCs, RDls, and RD2s. 
The transfer of the four RD3s worked a serious hardship at 
a time when the services of trained men were at a premium. 

The radar and allied equipment functioned satisfactorily 
throughout the cruise. The failures experienced were those 
normally to be expected in prolonged periods of operations. 
These were kept to a minimum by a continued and vigorous 
preventive maintenance program prosecuted by the electronics 
technicians. 

The IFF equipment proved of inestimable value in the aircraft 
control function, the integral antennas proving generally 
more reliable than the slave antenna. 

An experiment with two colors on the vertical plot was con- 
ducted and proved highly satisfactory from an evaluator's 
point of view. All unidentified air contacts were plotted 
in dark red with friendly air contacts being plotted in yellow. 
The proper symbols were used with the only deviation being 
in the colors employed. As air contacts became identified, 
the color was shifted from red to yellow. The initial re- 
action to change and ineptness of the vertical plotters in 
coordinating the proper use of two colors was overcome with 
practice. The two color presentation allowed the air situation 
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In the readdressal of messages, readdressal headings should 
be made in accordance with effective publications rather 
than using the operating signal ZFH1 followed by the call 
signs of the readdressal addees. This procedure results in 
an erroneous change of heading rather than a readdressal, 
and causes confusion as to the correct originator. 

Radio equipment has been subjected to severe usage and wear 
in four combat tours. Equipment outages were| successfully 
kept to a minimum by a strenuous preventive maintenance 
program employed by the electronics technicians. 

Photographic Interpretation 

During the first three tours on the line, the personnel 
assigned to the photo interpretation section were one officer, 
photo interpreter, (LT), and two enlisted photo leaders 
(PH3). After the third tour an additional photo interpreter 
(ENS) reported for duty; It is believed that two photo in- 
terpretation officers and two enlisted assistants are an 
adequate allowance for all photographic interpretation 
requirements under the present operating conditions. The 
photo interpretation spaces are located in the Air Intelligence 
Office, compartment B-201-1L. Although there are definite 
space limitations, the convenience afforded pilots and 
squadron Air Intelligence Officers in respect to photographic 
information and materials far outweighed the advantages of 
using separate spaces* 

The K-38 36" focal length camera was used on practically all 
photographic interpretation missions. It proved to be sat- 
isfactory in all respects. The K-2? capsule externally carried 
produced few satisfactory photographs. The F-56 externally 
carried capsule camera is far superior to the K-25. For 
strike photographs, an externally carried camera with a 
longer focal length is highly recommended. 

Photographic Laboratory 

Upon our departure from San Diego, nineteen men were attached 
to the Photographic Laboratory, or which seven were petty 
officers and two designated PHAN. Ten men had been selected 
from the ship's company and an intensive program of training 
was set up to qualify these men for photographic work. During 
the first tour on the line, much difficulty was experienced 
trying to keep the cameras and equipment in an operating 
condition, but this problem was solved when a rated camera 
repairman reported aboard. 
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The A10-A dryers proved too slow for normal operation and 
two 1000 watt heating elements, normally used in a Pako 
print dryer, were Installed increasing the speed of drying 
to approximately twenty feet per minute. After the winter 
season was over, aerial negatives had a tendancy to lose 
contrast, due to weather conditions, "but this was eliminated 
"by the use of an A-25 (red) filter in place of the minus 
blue filter. 

One hundred fifty-eight photographic sorties were flown during 
the entire tour and following number and type.s of negatives 
and prints have been processed by the ship* s photographic 
laboratory during the entire period in the forward area. 

Negatives Prints 

9x18 '» 14,272 9x18" ! 82,192 

9x9" 1,676 9x9 n 9,588 

7x7" 1,400 7x7" 2,000 

8x10" 2,758 8x10" 16,282 

EXECUTIVE 

At the beginning of the tour on 31 December 1952, there were 
2,052 enlisted personnel attached to ship's company, 92 of 
whom were away on temporary additional duty and 4 on emergency 
leave, leaving a total of 1,956 on board. 

A total of 113 men were received on board for duty during the 
cruise; 36 petty officers, 77 non-rated men. 184 men were 
transferred to other duty, of whom 103 were petty officers 
and 81 non-rated men. The assignment of personnel with suf- 
ficient obligated service to serve out the entire tour in the 
forward area proved to be Invaluable in the resulting team- 
work evidenced in many departments. 

During the cruise, 59 requests for emergency leave were sub- 
mitted of which 29 were approved. Those rejected presented 
a morale problem because of their failure to understand the 
fine line of distinction set forth in the Area Commander's 
policy directive. 

Officer personnel rotation continued at a high rate in that 
33 ship's company officers reported for duty, relieving a 
like number during the entire period in the forward area. 
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Intelligence Specialist rating be originated, alnce the time 
available while working on the line makes study and training 
for advancement In other rates very difficult. Further, no 
time Is readily available for any practical application of 
knowledge gained In the rate earned. Separate correspondence 
Is being originated on this subject. 

The stowage spaces In the Intelligence Office 1 fall to allow 
adequate room for properly caring for security Information, 
confidential and above. In order to make available space In 
the safe and other stowage spaces, periodic burning of material 
was held. All pertinent and operational information wag^ re- 
moved from periodicals, etc., put in special folders and re- 
tained. Only a limited number of operational charts could be 
kept In the office. All other charts were stowed in a fan 
room or other convenient space available. The photo interpreter 
continued to work in the Intelligence Office. Although 
this presented a hardship, the benefits gained by the ship 
and squadron AIOs working in the same space more than offset 
the disadvantages of close quarters. 



The general installation design of the Combat Information 
Center on the C7A class ship Is functional and adequate for 
the type of operations conducted In the Task Force at present. 
Since major emphasis Is placed on the air phase of CIC, the 
CIC watch officer has ready access to all information necessary 
for fulfilling his mission. However, in a general situation 
wherein the surface phase must be given more consideration 
(i.e. HUE Operations), the present design presents a problem. 
The air and surface pictures are so widely separated that the 
CIC watch officer has considerable difficulty In adequately 
supervising both operations. This requires the designation 
of a surface watch officer in addition to the CIC watch officer 
thereby Increasing the officer requirements for CIC. 

This problem can be resolved by re-designing the CIC with both 
the air and surface pictures grouped around the CIC watch 
officer's station In a semi-circular fashion, thereby enabling 
him to supervise and coordinate the two operations. 

The ECU equipment location Is unsatisfactory from the stand- 
point of adequate supervision with a minimum of personnel 
assigned to CIC, a situation which prevailed throughout the 
cruise. The relocation of this equipment within the CIC, or 
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adjacent thereto will serve as a palliative in this re»tM«t 
Present ship alteration plans include this change. 

The number of CIC school trained officers available was 
adequate for filling all CIC billets. However, the enlisted 
personnel problem was critical throughout the cruise. The 
greatest number of men available to the 0-1 Division at any 
?,?« I ? 8 * as flf ty-four. This included eight men in Class 
'A" School on a returnable quota and those assigned from the 
division to mess cooking, MAA force, etc. This situation, 
aggravated by the supplemental functions of a flagship, 
necessitated a two-section watch schedule during the first 
two tours on the line. The fatigue factor, which rapidly in- 
creased under this schedule required internal adjustments, 
accepting otherwise undersirable compounding of duties, to 
permit a three-section watch schedule. 

Subsequent to the return of the Class "A" School graduates, 
a directive was received to transfer to COMAIRPAC four RD3s 
because of an over- complement in that rate. At that time, 
there existed an under- complement of 12 HDCs, RDls, and RD2s. 
The transfer of the four RD3s worked a serious hardship at 
a time when the services of trained men were at a premium. 

The radar and allied equipment functioned satisfactorily 
throughout the cruise. The failures experienced were those 
normally to be expected in prolonged periods of operations, 
inese were kept to a minimum by a continued and vigorous 
preventive maintenance program prosecuted by the electronics 
technicians. *«h.<.™ucb 

J?!!* 1 *? ^uipment proved of inestimable value in the aircraft 
control function, the integral antennas proving generally 
more reliable than the slave antenna. ; y 

An experiment with two colors on the vertical plot was eon- 
ducted and proved highly satisfactory from an evaluator's 
?n 5? Z view. All unidentified air contacts were plotted 
Th.^«i: d *"V rlendl y a ir contacts being plotted in yellow. 
The proper symbols were used with the only deviation being 
in the colors employed. As air contacts became identified, 
the color was shifted from red to yellow. The initial re- 
^«iS?n 2S e and lne P tness of the vertical plotters in 

SSJjKl L ^Proper use of two colors was overcome with 
practice. The two color presentation allowed the air situation 
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to be Immediately apparent to the evaluator, the CIC officer, 
and such staff CIC and gunnery 11a son officers as are required 
to divide their attention among several simultaneous duties. 

The need for a general understanding of the CIC functions on 
the part of all personnel concerned In operating a fighting 
ship was self-evident, and was largely satisfied by an ex- 
change of personnel and a general Indoctrination program 
between bridge, air group, and CIC personnel. 

The value of having the URD-2 direction finder located 

convenient to the air controller was proved many times, as 

It Is Indispensable to him In discharging his responsibilities. 

The lack of frequency separation In the PAD net channels 
caused feed-over and reduced the flexibility Intended by the 
establishment of the several channels within the net. This 
lack of separation also hampered, and In many cases, precluded 
the use of middleman, a feature sorely needed to gain over- 
target data, particularly during marginal weather. 

The re-establlshment of the AC net would materially reduce 
the often prohibitive traffic on the presently used combined 
CI-AC net. The establishment, within Task Force 77 of the 
Air Ops net helped relieve the situation somewhat. The 
Implementation of project SHAMROCK presents an excellent 
opportunity for rectification of this discrepancy. 

Communications 

In a period of 97 days with the Task Force a total of 78,177 
messages were handled by radio for an average of 805,9 
messages a day. Of the total figure 13,116 were transmitted 
and 65»06l received. 

It Is recommended that Signal Bridge personnel exercise greater 
care in assigning relay Instructions for messages addressed 
to the Task Force or all ships present. Instances occurred In 
which screen group ships have had station Indicators close 
up and were In the process of changing stations when relay 
instructions were assigned. If the screening ship moved to 
a station distant from the ship assigned to relay the message, 
delay In delivery and excessive transmissions resulted. 
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In the readdressal of messages, readdressal headings should 
be made in accordance with effective publications rather 
than using the operating signal ZFH1 followed by the call 
signs of the readdressal addees. This procedure results In 
an erroneous change of heading rather than a readdressal, 
and causes confusion as to the correct originator. 

Radio equipment has been subjected to severe usage and wear 
in four combat tours* Equipment outages were successfully 
kept to a minimum by a strenuous preventive maintenance 
program employed by the electronics technicians. 

Photographic Interpretation 

During the first three tours on the line, the, personnel 
assigned to the photo interpretation section were one officer, 
photo interpreter, (LT), and two enlisted photo readers 
(PH3), After the third tour an additional photo interpreter 
(ENS) reported for duty; It is believed that two photo in- 
terpretation officers and two enlisted assistants are an 
adequate allowance for all photographic Interpretation 
requirements under the present operating conditions. The 
photo Interpretation spaces are located in the Air Intelligence 
Office, compartment B-201-1L. Although there are definite 
space limitations, the convenience afforded pilots and 
squadron Air Intelligence Officers in respect to photographic 
information and materials far outweighed the advantages of 
using separate spaces. 

The K-38 36" focal length camera was used on practically all 
photographic Interpretation missions. It proved to be sat- 
isfactory In all respects. The K-2? capsule externally carried 
produced few satisfactory photographs. The F-56 externally 
carried capsule camera Is far superior to the K-2?. For 
strike photographs, an externally carried camera with a 
longer focal length is highly recommended. 

Photographic Laboratory 

Upon our departure from San Diego, nineteen men were attached 
to the Photographic Laboratory, of which seven were petty 
officers and two designated PHA.N. Ten men had been selected 
from the ship's company and an intensive program of training 
was set up to qualify these men for photographic work. During 
the first tour on the line, much difficulty was experienced 
trying to keep the cameras and equipment in an operating 
condition, but this problem was solved when a rated camera 
repairman reported aboard. 



SECURITY INFORMATION 1? 



DECLASSIFIED • • 



SECURITY INFORMATION 

The AlO-A dryers proved too slow for normal operation and 
two 1000 watt heating elements, normally used In a Pako 
print dryer, were Installed Increasing the speed of drying 
to approximately twenty feet per minute. After the winter 
season was over, aerial negatives had a tendancy to lose 
contrast, due to weather conditions, "but this was eliminated 
by the use of an A-25 (red) filter In place of the minus 
blue filter. 

One hundred fifty-eight photographic sorties were flown during 
the entire tour and following number and types of negatives 
and prints have been processed by the ship's photographic 
laboratory during the entire period In the forward area. 

Negatives Prints 

9x18" 14,272 9x18" i 82,192 

9x9" 1,676 9*9 M 9,588 

7x7" 1,400 7x7" 2,000 

8x10" 2 , 758 8x10" 16 , 282 

EXECUTIVE 

At the beginning of the tour on 31 December 1952, there were 
2,052 enlisted personnel attached to ship's company, 92 of 
whom were away on temporary additional duty and 4 on emergency 
leave, leaving a total of 1,956 on board. 

A total of 113 men were received on board for duty during the 
cruise; 36 petty officers, 77 non-rated men. 184 men were 
transferred to other duty, of whom 103 were petty officers 
and 81 non-rated men. The assignment of personnel with suf- 
ficient obligated service to serve out the entire tour In the 
forward area proved to be Invaluable In the resulting team- 
work evidenced In many departments. 

During the cruise, 59 requests for emergency leave were sub- 
mitted of which 29 were approved. Those rejected presented 
a morale problem because of their failure to understand the 
fine line of distinction set forth In the Area Commanders 
policy directive. 

Officer personnel rotation continued at a high rate In that 
33 ship's company officers reported for duty, relieving a 
like number during the entire period In the forward area. 
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During the cruise , there were 124 wardroom guests representing 
all 17. S. military services, the navies of the Netherlands, 
Canada, and England, Of the 124 guests, 35 visited the em- 
barked Flag and his staff. The duration of all visits varied 
from one day to 30, a total representation of 684 man-days. 

Recreation 

The Special Services Officer arranged boxing shows, rest and 
recuperation leave, conducted tours, and stage shows. Boxing 
matches were set up during the interval between departure from 
the line and arrival in port. 1009 men took advantage of the 
facilities at, rest hotels during in-port periods. 406 men 
went on conducted tours of Tokyo sponsored by the COHNAVFE 
Special Services Tourist Bureau. 600 men went on conducted 
tours of Hong Kong while the ship visited that port. 

Training 

During the course of this cruise, classes were held in Beginning 
and Advanced Algebra, and in Beginning German, well as in 
the ratings of Aviation Boatswain's Mate, Storekeeper and 
Coxswain, All divisions used the training room for divisional 
lectures and training films during working hours. On-the-job 
training was found to be the most profitable, as well as the 
most practicable method of training during extensive operations. 
Interest in educational advancement by means of correspondence 
courses was very high. Over 500 sections of jGED tests were 
administered. Over 200 USAFI correspondence courses were 
issued. There was an extremely large number of enlisted 
correspondence courses issued for advancement in rating 
studies.. 

Training .is considered to have been carried out to a maximum 
degree in conduction with the long hours and extensive duties 
required by the operations of the Task Force, 

Public Information 

With the staff public information officer of COMARDIV 3 and his 
Journalists on board until the last month of the deployment 
period, the ship's public information officer concentrated 
on material for the Fleet Home Town News Center and most of 
the ship's tour in Western Pacific. For the period from 1 
January 1953 to 6 June 1953, the material submitted totaled: 
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15 navy news dispatches, by radio. 

17 52! !S a I We ? torle s and layouts, by mail. 
07 news photo releases. a ' 

oi?? home J owa na *3 stories (to FHTNC). 

10? hnS!^ Wn n u W f st «i" ^ roster (to FHTNC). 
105 hometown photographs (to FHTNC). caLn{ ->- 
992 letters home. 

and vicinities^? £ ^L^^^e^t^" C " l9S 

CommanHIn^ Officer's ftnmm^T- 

relaxation. In oneratlnnS V 9 C*?** 1 * rather than 

77 this win, pSs;s "?« j;s rSs/f: ?r d s cted i? Task por <* 

home for weeks/ In this caff til «^ J^h 00 ^^ 1 ^ 0f fi«r»s 

required for habitabiU^ ta^^ShS < tS < lS?^ °* r^™ 
almost be said that th« p«nto4» - S limit. It can 

down his buni anT go tt si^n i? 8 ?, 6 " 1 ** stand ™P.« Full 
construction provide as a miSl m] mV^ recommended that future 
sea cabin, soaee iSffif^*? 5™* for the commandidg officer's 
and minimum £ead facilities, * comfortable <*.i*7 

a bunk 

During the numerous occasions wh«n *-h4« -v,* 

B aae W ^J elea3ed f0P *> to plus 10 knots above 

At 1700 yards range cut to plus 3 knots above Base speed. 
At overlap cut to Base speed. 

DENTAL 
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appointments were made for oral prophylaxis thus providing 
treatments for an additional one hundred patients a month. 

This resulted in a low Incidence of periodontal conditions and 
provided clean mouths for the Dental Officers to operate In. 

A dental prosthetic laboratory has been authorized. When this 
is accomplished, a complete dental service will be rendered 
to personnel aboarda CVA as well as services to other ships 
in the Task Force, 

It is recommended that space be provided for an additional 
operating room which will be utilized for combined services 
in the following manner: 

Oral prophylaxis: This would enable a full time continuous 
program during the day as well as an evening program. This 
would result in the Dental Department carrying out its mission 
of providing oral hygiene for all personnel. 

Prosthodontlcs: The prosthetic laboratory work can be 
accomplished without interfering with the oral prophylaxis 
unit. 

Radiodontics: The X-ray unit could be transferred to this 
room thus permitting radiodontics without interruption of the 
Dental Officers operating under the present set up. Separate 
correspondence Is being originated on this subject. 



For comparative purposes, venereal disease incidence during 
the four periods previously reported was: 



MEDICAL 



1st 2nd 
Period Period 



3rd 
Period 



4th 
Period 



Syphilis 
Chancroid 

Urethritis, acute, due to gonococcus 
Urethritis, acute, non-gonococcic, nec 
Prostatitis, acute, non-gonococclc, nec 





2 

7 
46 




15 
16 
124 




3 

11 







9 
13 
67 



4 







Total 
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Venereal Incidence aboard the VALLEY FORGE continues to be a 
problem. However, the rate during the present operating 
period equals the rate for January 19?3> and these two re- 
ported periods form the low points In venereal disease. ; i£ft- 
cldence declined during this period because there were fewer 
sexual exposures during our last ln-port period prior to 
returning to the CONUS. 

ENGINEERING 



Maintenance 

Since departure from San Diego, 20 November 19?2, a total 
of 44 days has been available for maintenance. This was 
divided into five periods: one of fourteen days, two of 
eight days each (one of which was for emergency repairs to 
strut bearing), and two of seven days each. The excellent 
facilities of SRF Yokosuka were available for assistance in 
every case except for one seven-day period in Hong Kong. 

For adequate maintenance, availability periods of seven or 
eight days are not worth while; no major repair can be 
undertaken with any assurance of completion. All vital 
repairs were accomplished, but only because of excellent 
spirit and much round-the-clock work at sea and during normal 
liberty hours in port on the part of ship's force. Under 
these conditions fatigue will inevitably lead to poor per- 
formance, and improper short-cuts will be taken which will 
sooner or later Invite serious mechanical derangement. 

HacL opera t lorya 1 c ommlt ment s .permitted . It is consi dered jthat 
four jaBjceep periods of Jten s to„fcgs^ 

pajtd .1^^ s {jj.ug.f'.f pi . T"fl1ntf»"a"rp Test for, 

the crew inthe~~same number ofjtotal upkeejpjdays. 

Logistics 

For period 29 December 1952 through 6 June 1953: 

50,095 
8,645,415 gallons 
7,648,288 gallons 
43.9 hours 
174,000 gallons per hour 
117,134 gallons 
95 minutes 
1,233 gallons per hour 
8,694,370 gallons 



Miles steamed: 
Fuel used: 

Received from tankers at 60° F. 

Refueling time: 

Receiving Rate (average) 

Fuel transferred to DDs at 60° F. 

Time to fuel DDs 

Average transfer rate to DDs: 

Water distilled: 
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GUNNERY 

The primary concern of the VALLEY FORGE in replenishment 
evolutions has been to combine efficiency with maximum 
safety. During the entire cruise, no casualties occured 
while the tons per hour averages demonstrate an acceptable 
high degree of efficiency and training. 

Refueling 

During this cruise the VALLEY FORGE went alongside 25 ships 
for refueling and regassing. Dates, ships, and pertinent 
data are presented in tabular form: 



Date Ship 

1-4-53 USS CHEMUNG (A030) 

1-10-53 USS MTSPILLION (A0105) 

1-11-53 USS MTSPILLION (A01O5) 

1- 19-53 USS GUADALUPE (A032) 

2- 11-53 USS MTSPILLION (A0105) 
2-15-53 USS GUADALUPE (A032) 
2-19-53 USS KASKASKIA (A027) 
2-23-53 USS MISPILLION (A0105) 

2- 27-53 USS MISPILLION (A0105) 

3- 3-53 USS GUADALUPE (A032) 



Quantity 

91472.7 
134,800 



46,000 

27,000 

12,709.74 
158 ,046 

8,281.85 
45,000 

5,647.15 
107,000 

4,497.83 

203,660 

6,605.28 
96,030 

7,123.60 
159,700 

5,588.31 
104,000 



Bbls 


Oil 


uais 


ua so line 


Bbls 


Oil 


Gals 


Gasoline 


Gals 


Gasoline 


Bbls 


Oil 


Gals 


Gasoline 


Bbls 


Oil 


Gals 


Gasoline 


Bbls 


Oil 


Gals 


Gasoline 


Bbls 


Oil 


Gals 


Gasoline 


Bbls 


Oil 


Gals 


Gasoline 


Bbls 


Oil 


Gals 


Gasoline 


Bbls 


Oil 


Gals 


Gasoline 
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Dat< 



Quantity 



3-7-53 


uss 


GUADALUPE (A032) 


5, 
1 ft6 

luu , 


, 608.83 
i "in 

|J-JU 


Bbls 

Uals 


Oil 

VJcl 3 V X 1U« 


3-11-53 


DSS 


MANATEE (A053) 


4, 
ill 


,690.19 


Bblg 

uali) 


Oil 

VJcl EJV llUv 


3-29-53 


USS 


GUADALUPE (A032) 


Hi 


,951 


Bbls 

utl 15 


Oil 

flfl an 1 1 ho 


4-2-53 


USS 


NAVASOTA (A0106) 


9, 

J.OJ. . 


►567.7 


Bbls 

f\ ft T a 


Oil 


4-6-53 


uss 


KA SKA SKI A (A027) 


■7, 


( 362.4 


Bbls 


Oil 

UaSOlUlv 


4-10-53 


uss 


T A LUG A (AO 62) 


7, 


,446.52 

ft in 


Bbls 

ual3 


Oil 


4-22-53 


uss 


MANATEE (A053) 


4, 


( 518.35 


Bbls 

UalS 


Oil 

flft daI A ha 

Vict so une 


4-26-53 


uss 


MANATEE (AO 53) 


8. 


(038.34 


Bbls 


Oil 


4-30-53 


uss 


NAVASOTA (A0106) 


6 

Qfi 


p036.83 


Bbls 

Ua 19 


Oil 

Via 5^1 XLLtJ 


5-4-53 


uss 


MISPILLH3N (A0105) 


7 

i no 

' * 


,949.31 

i fin 


Bbls 

U« IB 


011 

VJcl HU J. i-UO 


5-8-53 


uss 


MISPILLION (A0105) 


7. 


,135.42 
, ?du 


Bbls 

fin T a 


Oil 

UclsUXXllU 


5-12-53 


uss 


CIMARfCN (A022) 


5 
63 


,695.69 
,330 


Bbls 
Gals 


011 

Gasoline 


5-26-53 


uss 


CIMARRON (A022) 


11 
116 


, 044 
, 900 


Bbls 
Gals 


011 

Ga do line 


6-1-53 


uss 


CHIKASKIA (AO 54) 


6, 
82 


,442.62 
,200 


Bbls 
Gals 


011 

Gasoline 


6-4-53 


uss 


CfUKASKIA (A054) 


5 

176 


,771.9 
,500 


Bbls 
Gals 


011 

Gasoline 
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R e r Ar mlfi(f 

In the same period the VALLEY FORGE went alongside ammunition 
ships on 23 occasions. Data for re-arming is given below. 
It is significant that there ' is a steady rise In tonnage re- 
ceived per hour, indicating that Improvement 'in efficiency 
and dispatch was steady and continuous. Of course, this 
improvement cannot be graphed as a straight line, since 
weather conditions and other variables (such as type of load) 
constitute definite limiting factors. 





Ship 


Tr\ n a 


1UUS PaX QOlu 




USS 


MT. KATMAI (AE16) 


nK 

(7 


1UU. 




tJSS 


VIRGO ' (AKA20) 




45 • / 




USS 


CHARA (AKA58) 




m ^ 

yi . 1 




USS 


RAINIER (AE5) 


An 


66 6 
Do . D 




USS 


RAINIER (AE5) 


J.4U 


110 • / 




USS 


VIRGO (AKA 20 ) 




lift r\ 

119.2 


2-23-53 


USS 


CHARA (AKA 58 ) 


130 


111.1 


2-27-53 


USS 


RAINIER (AE5) 


165 


97.1 


3-3-53 


USS 


RAINIER (AE5) 


153 


136.3 


3-7-53 


USS 


VIRGO (AKA 20) 


130 


113.4 


3-H-53 


USS 


CHARA (AKA 58) 


203 


116. 


4-2-53 


USS 


MT. BAKER (AE4) 


233 


116.4 


4-6-53 


USS 


CHARA (AKA 58) 


238 


142.8 


4-10-53 


USS 


RAINIER (AE5) 


201 


134. 


4-22-53 


USS 


MT. BAKER (AE4) 


47 


128.18 


4-26-53 


USS 


RAINIER (AE5) 


.282 


143.39 
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Date 




ShiD 


Tons 


Tons per Hour 


4-30-53 


uss 


VIRGO (AKA20) 


136 


85.89 


5-4-53 


uss 


VIRGO (AKA20 ) 


229 


85.34 


5-8-53 


uss 


FIRED RAKE (AE14) 


223 


121.64 


5-12-53 


uss 


RAINIER (AE5) 


62 


37.58 


5-14-53 


uss 


RAINIER (AE 5) 


80 


126.32 


5-28-53 


uss 


VESUVIUS (AE15) 


85 


106.24 


6-4-53 


uss 


Iff. BAKER (AE4) 


305 


124.92 












The VALLEY FORGE received provisions nine times and 
aviation stores three times during the reporting period. 
The below summarizes these evolutions. 


Date 




3hl£ 


Tons 


Tons per Hour 


1-10-53 


uss 


, GRAFFIAS (AF29) 


99 


79.2 


1-19-53 


uss 


G RAFFIAS (AF29) 


88 


66. 


1-19-53 


uss 


CHDURRE (ARV11) 


12 


' 40. 


2-11-53 


uss 


ALADURA (AF55) 


51.5 


60. 


" 2-15-53 


uss 


CHOURRE (ARV11) 


15 


33.3 


2-19-53 


uss 


ALADURA (AF 55) 


47 


; 56. 


3-3-53 


uss 


ALADURA (AF55) 


39 


78. 


3-29-53 


uss 


ALADURA (AF55) 


60.5 


124.6 


3-29-53 


uss 


JUPITER (AVS8) 


15.5 


29.04 


4-22-53 


uss 


ALSTEDE (AF48) 


67.5 


5.79 


5-8-53 


uss 


PICTOR (AF54) 


76.25 


35.23 


6-4-53 


uss 


POLARIS (AF11) 


140.5 


43.8 
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Highline transfers of personnel and light freight were made 
on 62 different occasions during the cruise. 



Eleven successful firing exercises were conducted during the 
reporting period. Ammunition expenditures were as follows: 
623 rounds of ?V38 and 8,134 rounds of 40mm. The majority 
of these exercises were conducted enroute Yokosuka or In 
the operating area. It has been the experience of this ship 
that firing exercises conducted while on the line are not 
completely satisfactory for carriers because the replenish- 
ment schedule is usually so restricting that in the greater 
number of cases it is impossible to participate. 

The following ordnance was expended during the entire cruise 



Gunnery 



Shin 



40mm 



?V38 Caliber 




Bombs 



Aircraft 



2000# GP 
1000# GP 
100O# SAP 
?00# GP 
?00# SAP 
250# GP 
100# GP 



264 

1,333 
27 
2,701 



9,666 



220/260# Frag 
100# Incendiary 
3?0# Depth Bomb 
Leaflet Bomb 




4 



Roc k e t s 



11.7?" Tiny Tim 
3.?" Solid 
3.5" Smoke 
? H HVAR 
5" ATAR 

A/C Parachute Flares 
Napalm 



878 
1,016 



967 
1% 




2 
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Gun Ammuniti o n 

20mm 680,141 
50 Caliber 544,995 

AIR 

Personnel 

The allowance of 12 officers and 469 men has proved adequate 
for the 78 plane embarked air group of two jet and two 
propeller squadrons plus detachments. For an embarked air 
group of three jet and one propeller squadrons. It Is con- 
sidered that the enlisted allowance should be increased to 
525* This increase would permit the forming of four more 
plane handling crews and three more gassing crews. The re- 
quired additional handling of jet aircraft makes this in- 
crease of crews almost mandatory. 

Aircraft Handling 

There is no satisfactory training substitute for actual air 
operations aboard a carrier. The first opportunity of VALLEY 
FORGE to operate with the full air group embarked occurred l£ 
days prior to the ORI. The ORI served as additional opportunity 
for ship and air group to train together. This is insufficient 
to properly prepare a ship-air group team for the intensive 
operations required by Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. 

To permit maximum flight deck flexibility VALLEY FORGE resorted 
to a deck spot with the Jets aft of the propeller planes when 
the schedule required a Jet launch 45 minutes or less after 
the propeller launch. This spot admittedly reduced the amount 
of deck run available to the propeller planes and required 
catapulting until there was sufficient deck s,pace. However, 
with the 4,5o0 - 5,000 pound ordnance loading on the AD4NA 
aircraft, and the light and variable winds experienced during 
the latter portions of the deployment, catapulting of the AD 
aircraft was almost a necessity. The catapulting of the 
loaded ADs did not materially increase the launching time. 
Dead Packing of the Jets afforded several advantages in Jet 
handling: 

No respotting of the jets was conducted in a turn because 
of the attendant danger of turning over. 

Fusing of bombs and the winding-in of ammunition on the 
hangar deck was completely avoided, and bombing was reduced 
to a minimum. The ordnancemen were also not rushed in their 
arming of aircraft. 
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The overloading of the deckedge elevator was held to a 
minimum and limited for the most part to the striking be la* 
of duds which developed during a launch. 

VALLEY FORGE has been unable to obtain sufficient hardware 
for the fabrication of nylon tie-downs. This type of tie- 
down has proved to be extremely satisfactory and It Is hoped 
that an adequate number of parachute friction "V" rings or 
satisfactory substitutes will become available. The man- 
ufacture of hooks presents no problem and was easily accomplished 
by SRF, Yokosuka. Care must be used in obtaining hooks 
which are properly heat-treated so that they do not fall 
when subjected to a load. 

The deckedge elevator performed satisfactorily (with careful 
treatment) and survived the cruise. The minimum diameter of 
the cables is now l n .006, a decrease of M .059 since January 
19?3> and a decrease of 0?.144 from original Installation, 

Catapults and Arresting Gear 

During the deployment, which consisted of 78 air operating 
days, the following usage of catapults and arresting gear was 
made : 



Catapults 



Port 



Starboard 



Total Jet Shots 1,604 

4,000# Jet Shots 814 
Total propeller shots (average 

pressure 2,525#) 279 

Total 1,885 

Shots prior to 31 December 1952 7,172 

Grand Total 9,057 



Catapult Pumps 
#1 



#2 



Total Shots 
Since 

Installation 
627 



236 



Date and 
Place of 
Installation 

4- 26-53 
Cat Crew at 
sea. 

5- 28-53 
Cat Crew at 
sea. 



1,473 
731 

436 
1,914 
7,952 
9,866 

Date and Place of 
Installation of 
Replaced Pump 

9-20-51, Yokosuka 
4,441 when failed 



Original pump 
9,630 when failed 
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Catapult Pumps 



Total Shots 
Since 

Installation 



Date and 
Place of 
Installation 



Date and Place of 
Installation of 
Re placed Pump 



#3 


9,866 


Original 




#4 


9,866 


Original 




#5 


463 


Overhauled 
5-4-53. Cat 
brsi ai< sea . 


1-25-52, Yokosuka 
3,521 when failed. 


#6 


1,029 


3-3-53 

Cat Crew at 

sea. 


1-25-52, Yokosuka 
7,175 when failed. 


#7 


2,846 


5-16-52 
. Yokosuka 
replaced 


1-25-52, Yokosuka 
1,281 when failed. 


#8 


4,127 


1-25-52 
Yoko suka 
replaced 


Original Pomp 
4,930 when failed. 



Three pumps were replaced during the deployment, and one re- 
quired substantial repair. All work was accomplished by ship's 
force. A pump can be replaced by a spare in about 16 hours. 
Normal operations can continue during the replacement. With 
the exception of the replacement of the cable tensioning 
piston on the starboard machine, no maintenance of other than 
routine nature was required. The crosshead sheaves show heavy 
wear. The throats are worn to a depth of 3/16" and will re- 
quire replacement when next in the Navy yard. 



Arresting Gear 

Average runout, Jets 

Average runout, propeller planes 



132 
125 



Engagements 

Pennant #1 1,283 

Pennant #2 1,613 

Pennant #3 1,392 

Pennant #4 785 

Pennant #5 571 

Pennant #6 234 

Pennant #7 100 

Pennant #8 43 

Pennant #9 17 



Pennant #10 
Pennant #11 
Pennant #12 
Barrier #1 
Barrier #3 
Barrier #5 
Barrier #2 
Barrier #4 
Barricade 



(Conventional) 
(Conventional) 
(Conventional) 
(Jet) 
(Jet) 
(maximum runout 



11 
4 
4 

16 

7 

6 

15 
90) 



14 
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Total Landings, Jet 3 089 

Total Landings, Propeller Planes 2I968 

Non-engagements 12 

Grand Total 6)0 6 9 

There were seven hook point failures which resulted in seven 
jet barricade engagements. Six sockets on arresting gear 
cables were poured. Only one purchase cable (#1 engine) re- 
quired replacement and this engine was r arte red overnight. 
No casualties to arresting gear occurred on this deployment. 

The frequent return of hung rockets necessitated the develop- 
ment of a "jury" rocket barrier (photographs attached) . The 
U4 r i er * as fabrlca tQd from used nylon barricade webbing 
which was interwoven and then secured with bolts and light 
aluminum washers. Fortunately, or unfortunately, the barrier 
was never subjected to, an actual rocket engagement. 

Aircraft Maintenance 

The installed generators for starting Jets have been used to 
a maximum during this deployment, with the aim of utilizing 
!2L J r P startlri g units as auxiliary sources rather than the 

V? Urce A of p0W9r * The alm tes not been completely 
Tht intiJi I?** JjmP" cords cannot reach all Jets on deck. 
^^?Ji a J- la I 1 2 n ^additional generators would be desirable 
if sufficient topside weight compensation could be found. 

The towing tractors have been subjected to severe usage. The 
tractors cannot pull a loaded aircraft in high gear which con- 
T^ 9 ?? 1 ? £ e 5* ulre3 much P«ation in low gear at high RPM. 
This high RPM combined with the use of aviation gas for fuel 
creates the need for constant heavy maintenance. 

SSiS 9 SLE 9 !" 5 a ^craft haye beeQ a instant headache, re- 
quiring much respotting of aircraft. Since 21 February Wi. 
there were 355 turnups made on the hangar deck alone. ' 

Aircraft Service 

The metal-lined plywood shipping boxes of 100# AN-M12 incendiary 
clusters created a problem not only on breakout but also !2 
disposition. Most of the assembly bolts were so badly 
corroded that the nuts could not be removed and it was necessary 
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to drive the bolts out. The manner of securing the metal 
i?n?ng to the plywood box prohibited burning and hindered 
preparation for Jettisoning. The cylindrical containers 
are quite satisfactory. 

Tn eomnliance with cOMAIRPACconf disp 221845Z of May, issue- 
ope^aUoia? ?ests on the 36 Hark 25 Mod 2 mines aboard were 
performed. No discrepancies were found except the ^or 
adjustments normally expected when preparing the mines for 
issue. 

Since 22 April 1953 operational evaluation tests of the Aero 
f^B bomb hSists hive been conducted. The evaluation proved 
ihat the hoist is generally unsatisfactory, Pfl^ily be- 
cause of its weight and poor ^^U?!,, C ?^ r ?S^I IR ?1n A 
report of the evaluation was submitted to COMFAIRJAFAfi in 
VALLEY FORGE rest ltr ser 1806 of 10 Jun 1953. 

During this deployment, 3,074,165 gallons of aviation gasoline 
and 17,642 gallons of aviation lube oil were used. ^0 
p-arVicular Servicing problems existed except the desirability 
of a higher avgas pumping rate when fueling Jets and the we 11 
Snown nled for a greater storage capacity. On one occasion 
the returning strike aircraft couldjiot be refueled after 
recovery because of lack of avgas aboard. 

PftF-? Aircraft 

The operation and handling of the F9F-5 aircraft aboard the 
unconverted CVA 9 type carrier taxes the carrier to its 
maximum capabilities. 

The renlacement of propeller aircraft in an Air Group by Jets, 
pSlces a requirement for utilizing at least a Portion of the 
Sets aboard'as fighter-bombers. Disregarding any decrease or 
increase of bombing accuracy by substitution of ™* t 

propeller driven aircraft, the incapable fact remains that 
the loaded jet aircraft must get airborne. The F9F-5 with a 
strike load of 1200 pounds external ordnance gr os bhW 
pounds. The normal temperature experienced by VALLEY FORGE 
in the latter stages of deployment was about 70° F. Oyer ating 
the H4B catapult It top accumulator P*"«™ "ft iT " at tMs 
air temperature, a wind over the deck of 38 knots. Ex- 
perience has proven that this can be shaded to 37 knots when 
the pilots are well experienced in the aircraft. In its cap 
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conf iguration. 3?" - S knots of wind are necessary. It is 
obvious then that the deployment of the carrier in areas of 
high temperature and little or no wind such a,s normally ex- 
pected near the equator would preclude F9F-5 operations with 
an H4B catapult. If substantually lower airborne endurance 
could be accepted for CAP, the aircraft couldi be launched 
with empty tip tanks. However, the carrier may be faced with 
the fact that she can launch neither strike nor CAP in 
certain areas, even though the weather may be CAVU. 

The most frequent strike loading of the F9F-5 has been with 
an external ordnance load of 1200 pounds. The aircraft then 
grosses 19000 pounds. As has been pointed out in previous 
VALLEY FORGE Action Report and VALLEY FORGE Alteration Request 
4-53 of 7 February 1953) the capacity of the deckedge elevator 
is not sufficient for easy handling of the loaded F9F-5. It 
is desirable that a loaded aircraft of 19000 pounds plus a 
tractor of 5700 pounds be capable of operation on the 
elevator. Further, there are occasions when loaded ADs at 
21000 pounds should be capable of being struck below during 
a catapult launch of propeller aircraft. Obviously the difficulty 
of aircraft handling is increased by the low capacity elevator. 

The Mark 5 arresting gear has given no indication of being 
over extended, 

SUPPLY 

Aviation Spare Parts and Materia l 

During the first half of the current tour the USS CH5URHE 
(ARV11) furnished support which included two replenishments 
at sea. The overall efficiency for furnishing material was 
approximately 58$. During the latter half of the tour the 
USS JUPITER (AVS8) furnished support. One replenishment at 
sea and one in port replenishment was made wl^th the efficiency 
again approximately 58S6. Irrespective of this limited 
efficiency, the finest cooperation was received from the 
USS C HOUR HE (ARV11) and USS JUPITER (AVS8). It is believed 
that this limited efficiency was a result of stock capacity. 
It Is felt that the present system of passing NIS items is 
a major improvement over the former one of obligating and 
holding requisitions until receipt of the material from CONUS. 
A high percentage of passed items were furnished by ASB, NSD, 
Yokosuka and ASA, NSD, Guam. 
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The following is a breakdown of delivery time for material 
under the various priorities: 

Priority A (AOG) 8 days 

Priority A 3 weeks 

Priority B 3-7 weeks 

Priority C 9^16 weeks ! 

At the direction of CO MPAIR JAPAN, a 90 day allowance of 
F9F-5 spares was off-loaded at NSD Yokosuka for the USS LAKE 
CHAMP LA IN (CVA39) and some selected items for the USS 
JUPITER (AVS8), also some material to fill shortages on 
the USS BOXER (CVA21) . 

Number of individual requests from squadrons 

per month approxJjaately 1,460 

Number of such requests filled from stock on 
board per month approximately 1,390 

Number of such requests passed to other 

sources of supply approximately 20 

Allowance list items approximately 20 

Non-allowance list items approximately 50 

% efficiency, over-all- approximately 95.2 

% efficiency for allowance 

list items approxJjaately 98.5 

General Stores and Non-Aviation Repair Parts '.. 

GSM - While in the area this vessel received General Stores 
Material. from the USS POLLUX (AKS4), USS CASTOR (AKS1), and 
NSD, Yokosuka. The USS POLLUX (AKS4) gave outstanding service, 
completing 985? of the requisitions submitted.; The USS CASTOR 
(AXS1) completed 6656 of the requisitions submitted. NSD 
Yokosuka gave excellent service whenever this vessel was 
allowed to submit requisitions to that activity. 

The current policy of COMSERVPAC in regard to requisitions for 
material not available in the WESTPAC area is to cancel re- 
quisitions bearing priority indicator "C" instead of holding 
them as an obligation or passing then to a continental source 
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currently rotating between coios Inf mts?i> A £ P " ls 

fta? a ?he T .^ 1S S 5 lp ln f our WESTp AC deployment, 

high and low SS2 lSif! Mr 5 t6d usa «L data or «»tablished 
with COMBERS THREE?s ™n^J 8P ' ^?. U flot PO"ible 

re q «l s ltlons^r T ^%£?c" C ^o C ri?a X ilX P : 10r " y "°" 
?or ilW^P^ltT"?- rlaS? s ?t P ? o „ bl % b7 . C0,BERVH0H TBBEB 

priority indicators. and/or Invite the misuse of 

Electronics Snare P arts fBTTHrTTPfl i 

vessels provided aieqialf sir?"es? P * Perl0,ls - Both 

Repair S pare P»rt 3 (BDDRD) 

Both ships provided adequate slrldZ. P Periods. 
Ships Repair Simta Parts ( btthhtp.^ 

Both ships provided ad^Sate SeSiiSS^ P ° Pt Perl ° dS ' 



5CDRITY INFORMATION 33 



DECLASSIFIED # • 



SECURITY INFORMATION 
^itomotlv " Spare Parts 

Procurement of spare parts for ^^^!^^ ma 
usually proved very d J£ f i °^i t w Sn vSSosSSa However, that 
Procurement "« » d « "f e 2Sdi5iy cooperative 

activity's maintenance shop *as exce ^™i' f 
\l making repairs to Inoperative equipment. 

individual issues of General Stores per month 1,231 
Monthly average of items received aboard from all sources: 
General Stores 

Ship's Repair Parts ?ou 
Electronics Parts £W 

r.nmml asarv 

Provisio-s - .hile In the $°£;£S ISI&M^), 

The services rendered by the IISS ALSTBDB (AF48), USS POLAHIS 

Receipts at Sea 864.9 tons 

Receipts in Port l 8 "-9 *>* s 

Ration Data: | 

Rations Served J?oJ 6 ?2< n 

Value Stores Consumed f? i&fi 

Average Cost of Ration *1.19of 

Rht p'a StQTfl Retail F acilities 

M Kp^'hoS sytWK.'ES ESS 

and small stores Items: 

Average ship's store monthly sales 35,000 
Average % profit ^qq 

0433 1"^^ 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 



The following recommendations are contained in this report: 

That 1/30,000 scale photos of the Cherokee target area be 
used, page 6. ♦ 

That Air Group AIO he assigned as Assistant Ship's AIO for 
carriers deploying to the Far East, page 11. 

That four enlisted personnel he the minimum assignment to the 
ship 1 s Air Intelligence Office, page 11. 

That an Air Intelligence Specialist Rating be originated, page 12. 

That for strike photographs, an externally carried camera with 
a longer focal length be used, page 1?. 

That a three day trip to and from Yokosuka and the Task Force be 
authorized when conditions permit, page 11. 

That In future construction, the commanding officer's sea cabin 
be provided with sufficient space for a comfortable chair, a 
bunk, and minimum head facilities, page 18. 

That space be provided for the combined services' In oral 
prophylaxis, prosthodontlcs, and radlodontics, page 19. 

That communication personnel exercise greater care In assigning 
relay Instructions for messages addressed to the Task Force or 
all ships present, page 14. 

That Immediate steps be taken to Improve the design of arrange- 
ment of aircraft rocket pigtails on existing rockets provided 
existing stocks on hand warrant. Entirely too many rockets 
are returned aboard with cut or broken pigtails. This Is 
particularly true of jet aircraft. The percentage of rockets 
returned due to above cause was 4$ for l,6l6 rockets loaded. 



The following quoted dispatch Is the departure message from 
Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN: 

"YOU LEAVE OUR TASK FORCE WITH THE DESERVED WELL WISHES 
OF EVERYONE AND OUR GREAT ADMIRATION FOR THE MAGNIFICENT 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE VALLEY FORGE AND HER EMBARKED AIR 
GROUP X WELL DONE TO ALL CONCERNED." 



MISCELLANEOUS 
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